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'lOMED, nfflfted^ V3^\zs, performs 'wonder i in 
tAisd^lg^ battle. Pandarus 'wounds himiuith an arrwOy 
hut the Qoddefs cures him^ enables him to drfcern Gods 
from mortals^ and prohibits htm from contending *witk 
any oftjiefhrmef^. exacting. Yeiiu6. jf^ncfis j$ins Pan- 
•darus to opppfe him \ Pandarus is killed^ and iBneas in 
great danger but for the ajjtfiance 0/ Venus; 'who^ asjht 
is removing her Jon from ike fight ^ is ^wounded on the 
■hand by Diomed. A^<»lfo fronds her in his re/cue^ 
'and at length carries off ^ueas to 'Vxoy^ where he is 
healed in the temple ^Pergamus. JAats rallies the Tro- 
. jans, and afpfis He6lor to make afi^nd, . In the mean 
tkm ^neas is r^iored to tht fields and they overt hroijo 

fiver al of. the Greeks 5 among the reji Tlcpolemus is . 

fiain by Sarpfidon. Juno and Mineri^a defcend to rejf/l 
Mars ; the latter incitei Diomed to go againfi that God j 
henvoundshim, and fends him groaning to heaven, 

TTkefir/f battle continues through this book* The fcen« 
is ikejamem in the former* 
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-K U T Palliu now Tydrdi*^ fout infpirtis, 
FilU with ber force, and vp»rmt with »U h«f ^rt^ 
Above the Greeh bis deaihlefs fiime to raife. 
And crown her Hero wit4i dtftiDgnifh'd praife. 

HFgK 

% . 

V» N Jyvf Palhs ffyw, ^c] As fn every juft hiHory, 
pifhire there is one principnl f^^ue, to which all the reft 
refer and are fubfervier»t ; fq in each battle of the 
iZrW therein one principal perfon that may properly b** 
called the Hero of that day or aftion. Tnis condu^l 
prefer ves the unity of the piece, and kef ps the ima^t** 
nation from be:ng diftra^cd and confufed with *a wild: 
number of independent fi^jure?, which have no fubpr^ 
dination to each other. 'I om.<ke this probable. Homer, 
fuppofes thefe extraordinary meafures of courage *o b<t 
the immediate gift of the Gods; who beflow therai'. 
foraetime> upon one. fometimes upon another, as they 
think fir to make them the inttruroents of iheijr defigns ; 
an opinion conformable to true theology. Whoever 
reflf6h upon this, will not blnrae our Author for repre- 
senting the fame heroes brave at one time, and dif- 
A 3 * pirited 
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High on his helm celeftial h'ghtnings play, 5 

His beamy fhield emits a living ray ; 

-Th* 

pin ted at another ; juft as the Gods aflift, or aban- 

iioi/them» on different occafious. 

V. I. Tydides ] That we may enter into the fpirit 

andbeauiy of this book, it will be proper to fettle ihe 
true chara^lcr of Diomed^ who is the hero ofjt. Achilles 
is no Ibv^ner retired, but Homer rai'es his ^\\\^x<^reeks 
to fupply his abfence ; like flars that (bine each in bis 
due revolution, till the princii)al hero rafes again, and 
f'clipfes all others. As Diomed is the fii-ft in this office, 
h»- feems to have n:orc of the charad^er oi Achilles xh^w 
any befides. He has naturally an excefs of boldnefs, 
and too rcuch fury in his temper, forward and intrepid 
like the other, and running after Gods or men promif- 
luoufly as they offer themfelves. But what differences 

.his chara<5^er is, that he is foon reclaimed by advice^ 
hears thofe that are more experienced, and in a word,, 
obeys MinerTja in all things. He is aflifted by the 
pitrpnefs of-wifdom and arms, as he is eminent both! 
for prudence and valour. '\ hat which charafterizes his 
pruc.ence, is a quick fagacity and prefence of mind in 
all emergtncies, and an undillurbed readinefs in the 
very article of danger. And what is particular in his 
valour^ !s agreeable to thefe qualities, his anions being 
always performed v\ith remarkable dexterity, nftiviiy, 
and clifpatch!* As the gentle and manageable turn of 
his mind feems drawn with an oppofition to the boifier- 
ous temper of Achillas ^ fo his bodily excellencies 
feem dtfigned as in contrail to thofe of Ajax^ who. 
appears viih great ftrength, but heavy and un- 
wieldy. As he is forward to adl in the field, fo is he 
ready to fpeak in the council : but *gis obfervable that, 
his councils l\ill incline to war, ani are byafo'd rather 
on the fide of bravery than caution. Thus he advjfes 
16 rejed the proposals of x\\t. Trojans in the feventh. 
box)k, and not to accept oi Helen herfelf, though Pmis 
ihould offer her. in the ninth he oppofes Agamemnon*^ 
propofition to return to Greece^ in fo liroMg a manner, 
as to declare he will ftay and continue the fiege him- 
felf, if the General ihould depart. And thus he hears 
without concern Achilles^ refufal of a reconciliation, 
and doubts not lo be able to carry an the war without 

him 
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Th' unweary'd blaze inceflant ftreams fuppHes^ 
Like the red (lar that fires th' autumnal (kiesy 

Wlicn 

him; As for his private charadler he appears a gallant 
lover of hof pi tali ty in his behaviour to G/aucus in the 
fixth book ; a lover of >\ifdom in his afliflance of'Ne/for 
in the eighth, and his choice of C'/?y^j to accompany 
him in the tenth; upon the whole, au open fmcere 
friend, and a generous enemy. 

I'be wonderfub aftions he performs in this battle, 
fecmtobethe etf'edt of a noble refentment at the le- ■ 
preach he had received from Agamemnon in the fore- 
going book, to which thefe deeds are the anfwcr. He 
becomes immediately the fecond hero of Grecce^snd 
dreaded equally with Achilles by the Trojans, At 
the firft fight of him his enemies make a qudlion whe- 
ther he is a man or a Ged ? Mtiras and Pandarus ga 
againll him, whofe approach terrifies 5/>^e«f/wj, and the 
apprehenfion of fo great a warrior maryelloully exalts 
the intrepidity of Vlojiud, Aineas himfelf is rol faved 
but by the interijofing of a Deity ; He purfuea and 
wounds that Deiry^ and /Emas again efcapt;s only by 
the hclpof a ftronger j>OAer, Apolh- He attempts 
Apollo ioo^ retreats not till the God threatens him in . 
his own voice, and even then retreat? but a few fteps. 
When he fees //f^or aifd Mars himftlfin open arms 
againll him,hehad nor retired though he wa* wounded, 
but in obedience to Minerva^ and th^n retire? with his 
face toward them. But as toon as ihe permits hi[m to 
engage with that God, he conquers and fends him 
groaning to heaven. "What invention and what condu\5l 
appears in this whole epifode ? "What boldnefs in raifing 
a charafter to fuch a pitch, and what judgment in rail- 
ing it by fuch degrees? While the moft daring flights 
of poetry are employed to move our admiration, and at • 
the fame time the jufteil and clofeii allegory, to recon- 
cile ihofe flights to moral truth and probability ? It . 
n>ay be farther remarked, that the high degree to* which 
Homer elevates this charadler, enters into the principal: 
defignof his whole poem •,. which is to fliew, that the 
gteateft perfonal qualities and forces are of no effeft 
when union is wanting among the chief rulers, and that, 
nothing can avail till they are reconciled fo as to zGt iu. 
concert. 

A 4. S.s^High 
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When frefli he rears his radiant orb to fight, 
And, bathM in Ocean, (hoots a keener light. lo 

Such 

"V. 5. High on his helm cckfi'.al lightnings play^ This 
beautiful p.ifi'nge gave occafion to Zoihis for an hifipid 
piece of raillery, who alked how it happened that the 
hero efcaped buVnhig bv thffe fires that continually 
broke fiom his armour ? Eujiaihius anfwers, that there 
fare feveral exanjples in hi Hoi y, of fires being feen to 
break forth from human bodies, as prefi}ge& of great- 
n^fs and glory. - Among the riell, Plutarch^ in the life 
of Alexander ^ defcribes his helmet much in this man* 
ner. "l his is enough to warramt the fidion ; and were 
there r.o fiich example, the fame author fays very weH, 
that the imagination of a poet is not to be confined to 
frn(5t phyfical tiuths. But all objed^ions may eaiily be 
removed, if we conlider it as done by Mineiwa^yiho had 
determined this day to r^ife Diomed above all the he* 
roes, and c:,ufed his apparition to render him formida- 
ble. The power of a God makes it not only allowable, 
but hi|,hly noble, and greatly imagined by Homer \ as 
well as correfpondenr to a miracle in holy fcripture, 
where Mofes is defcribed with a glory ihining on his 
face at his defcent from mount Sinai \ a parallel which 
Spondanus has taken notice of. 

Virgil was too fpnfible of the beauty of this pafla^e 
not to imitate it, and it muft be owned he has furpa0ed 
bif original. 

Ardet apex captii^ friflifque ac *mrticejlamma 
Fundiittr^ & *uq/?ots umbo 'vomit aureus igne^, 
Nonfecusac liquids.^ quando no(le comet a 
Sangutnei lugubre rubent : aut Sirius ardor, 
llleJitim morbofque feren t mortalibus agris^ 
f^aJcUur^ (^ lavo conirj/lat lu/nine cahfm, 

iEn. X. V. 170. 

In Hometh comparifon there is no other circuraftance 
alluded to but ihat'of a remarkable brightnefn : Where- 
as ViygH*s comparifon, befide- this, feems to forerel the 
immeiife (laughter his hero was to make, by comparing 
him firil to a comer, which is vulgarly imagined aprog- 
nolHc, if not the real caufe, of fuch mifery to mankind ; 
and again to the dog-flar, which appearing with the 
greateft brightnefs in the latter cndoffummer, is fup- 

. pofed ' 
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Such glories Pallas on the chief bcftow'd, 
Sucli, from his arras, the fierce effulgence flowed : 
Onward (he drives him, furious to engage, 
Where the fight burns, and where the thickeft rage. 
The fons oiJDares firft the combat fought, 15 
A wealthy prieft, but rich without a fault ; 
In Vulcan^s fane the father's days were led. 
The fons to toils of glorious- battle bred ; 
Thcff fingled from their troops the figjit maintain, 
Thefe from their deeds, Ty^ides on the plain. 20 
Fierce for renown the brother chiefs draw near. 
And firfl: ho^A, Phegeus caiU his founding fpear. 
Which o'er the warrior's fho^ilder took its courfe, 
Andfpent in empty air its erring force. 
Not fo, TySdesj flew thy lance in vain, 25: 

Biit pierc'd hisl>reaft, and flretch'd him on the plain* 
Sdz'd with unufual fear, Idaus fled. 
Left the rich chariot, and his brother dead; 

An* 

pofed the occafion of all the diitempfers of that fickly 
leafon. And merhinks the oh je&ion of Matrobius \x>' 
this place is not jnft, who thinks the fimile unfeafonablv" 
applied by Fitgii to JEneas^ beceufe he wiasycton hw 
(hip, and had not begun the^battle. One may anf'wery 
that this miraculous appearamre could never be' more 
propuerthan at ^he firft fight oft he hero, to firike terror 
into the enemy, and to prognoflicate his approachiD(> 
victory. 

V. ^^, id-^Sjftklj Left the rich ckariof .1 It isfinely^ 
faid by M. pacier; that ^;77fr appears perhaps greater 
by the criticifms that have been paHed upon nim, thait-> 
by the praifes which ha-ye been' given him. 2^ilus had 
a cavil at this place; he thoxigHt it rdlculous'in Idausr 
to defcend from his chariot to fly, which he might have 
done fafter bv the h-elo of hiaf horfes. Thr^e things 
are faid ia aufwcr to this : Firft, that Idtms^ inowirtg^ 
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And had not Vulcan lent celellial aid, 

He too had funk to death's eternal (hade; 30 

But in a fmoaky cloud the God of (ire 

Preferv'd the fon, in pity to the fire. 

The fteedsand chariot, to the navy lecT, 

Encreas'd the fpoils of gallant Z)/ow^^. 

Struck with amaze, and fhame,,the Trojan crew 35 
Or flain, or fled, the fons o^ Dares view ;. 
When by the blood-ftainM hand Minerva pred 
The Goi of battles, and this {peech addreil. 

Stern pow^r of war ! by whom the mfghty fall. 
Who bathe In bloody and (hake the lofty wall ! 40 

. ' , Let 

the paflion which Dhmed had for horfes, mnjhr hope 
the pleafure of feizing rhefe would retard him from pur- 
fuing him. f ext, that Homermighl defign to reprcfent 
in this allien of Jdifus the comrnqn etfeft of fear, which 
dlAurbs the undortlaiKling to fuch a degree, as to maJie 
men fibandon the fureft mfeaiis to-fave themfelreg". And 
then',. that Idaus might have fome advantage oi Diomed 
' in fwiftnefs, which he had reafon to confide in. • But I 
fancy one may add another foluiion, which will bet- 
ter accouot for this paffage. Homers word is ilrXiny 
which I believe would be better tranflated non perfc've^ 
rarity than nonfufiinuit defenderefratrcm interfehum :. 
and then the fenfe will be clear, that Idaus made an 
cfibrt tofave his brother's bpdy, which proving imprac- 
ticable, he vvas obliged to fly with the utmoll precipi- 
tation. One may add, that his alighting from his cha- 
riot was not that he could run fader on foot, but that he 
could fooner efcape by mixing with the croud of com- 
mon foldiers. There is a particular exa^ily of the fame 
nature in the book of Judges ^ Ch, 4. v. 15. where Sifera 
alights to fly in the fame manner. 

v.^40. Who bathe in blood.'] It may feem fomething 
unnatural, that-P<z/A?j, at a time when (he is endeavour- 
ing to work upon Mars under the appearance of bene- 
volence and kmdnefs, (bould make ufe of terms which. 
l<(em fo full of bitter reproaches ; but thefe will appear 

very 
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Let the bravexbiefs their glorious toils divide ; 
ATid whofe the conqueft: mighty Jvoe decide : 
While we from interdI6led fields retire. 
Nor tempt fhe wrath of heaven's avenging Sire. 

Her words allay th* impetuous warrior's ^hcat, 45 
The God of arms and martial Maid retreat ; 
Remov'd from fight, on Xanthus* flow'ry bounds- 
They Tate, and liften'd to the dying founds* 

Mean time the Greeks the Trajan race purfue^ 
And fome bold chieftain ev'ry leader flew : 50 

Firft 

very properly applied to this warlike Deity. For per- 
fons of thi^ martial chara6ler, who, fcoruing equity and 
Teafon, carry a]l things by force, are better plealed to 
be celebrated for their power than their virtue. Statues 
are raifcd to the conquerors, that is, the deftroyers o£ 
nations, \\ ho are complimented for excelling in the arts, 
of ruin. Demetrius the fon of Aniigdnus was celebrated 
by his flat erers with the title of Poliorcetes^ztetm equi- 
valent to oneliere made ufe of. 

V. 46. TAe God of arms and marital Maid reireai."] 
The letreat of Mars from the Trojans intimates that 
courage forfook them : It may be faid then, that Afi> 
ner'vd^ abfence from the Greeks yi\\\ fignify that wif- 
ciom defei ted ihem alfo. It is true (he does defert them , 
but it is at a time when there was more occafion for gal- 
lant aftions than for wil^ counfels. Euftatkius, 

V. 49; Tlie Greeks the Trojan race purfueA Homer 
always appears very zealous for the honour of Greece^ 
which alone might be a proof of his being of that coun- 
try, againft the opinion of thofe who would have him of 
other nations. 

It is obfervable through the whole Iliad, that he cn- 
deavou.-s every where to rcprefent the Greeks as fuperior 
to the Trojans in valour and the art of war. In the 
beginning of the third book he defcribes the Trojans 
rufhing on to the battle in a barbarous and confufed 
manner, with loud ftouts and cries, while thtGreeks ad- 
vance in the rood profound Clcnce and eXa(5l order. 
And in the latter part of the fourth book, where the 

two 
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Firft Odius falls, and bites the bloody fand. 

His dc^th ennobled by Atrides' band ; 

As he to flight his wheeling c^r addrcft, 

The fpeedy javelin drove from back to bread. 

Ip du/l the mighty Halizoman lay, 55 * 

His arms. reCpAind, the fpirit wings its way. 

Thy Fate was next, O Ph^jlus I doom'd to feel 
The grrat Idomeueus* protended ftecl ; 
Wlv%ai JSortu fent (his fon and only joy,)- 
Erpm fruitful T<i/-*p to the fields of Troy. 60 

T?h« Cretan javelin reach'd him from afar. 
And pierc'd bis fhoulder as he mounts his car ; 

two. armies march to the engagemerit, the G ''eeks zrt^ 
animated by Pallas^^ while Mars inftigates the Trojans^ 
the Poet attributing by this plain allegory to the former 
a welUconduCl^d valour, to the latter ra(h ilrengrh and 
brutal force : So that the abilities of each uaiion are- 
diltinguifhed by the charafters of the Deities who aflift 
them But in this place, as £j^tfM/Wobfervc? the 
Poet being willing to (hew how much the Gr eeks ex<reiled 
their Ssncmies, when they engaged only with their pro- 
pe/" force, and when each fide was alike deftitute of di- 
vine affiftancc, takes occafion to remove the Gods our of 
the battle, ^nd then each Grecian chief gives fignal in- 
fiances of valour fuperior to the Trojans, 

A modern Critic obferyes, that this confiant fuperi- 
orityof the Greeks in the art of- war, valour, and num- 
ber< is contradrftory to the main defign of the poem, 

J/hich is, to make the return of Achilles appear necef- 
ary fpr the preferva;tion of \\kt Greeks i but this con- 
tradiction vanifiies, when we reflet, that the affront 
^ytn Ach^lUsvuf^ the occafipn of J t^iter's interpoOng 
in favour <^' tlic Trojans, Wherefore the anger 'of 
Achilles was not pernicious to -the Greeks purely be- 
caufe it kept him inactive, but becaufe it occafioned 
Jupiter toamidl them in fuch a manner, as made it ne- 
ceuar^r to appeafe Achilles^ in order to render Jupiter 
^rcpitiousj 

Back 
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Back from the car he tumbles to the ground. 
And everlalling (hades his eyes furround. 

Then dy'd Scamandrius^ ej^ert in the chace, 6$ 
In woods and wUdi to wound the iavagerace^ 
Diana taught him all her (ylYan arts. 
To bend the bow, and aim unerriog darts : 
ffot Tatnly here D'tana^^ arts he triety 
The fatal lance arrefts htm as he flies ; 70 

From Menelaus* arm the weapon fent. 
Thro' his broad back and heaTing bofom went s 
Down finks the 'warrior with a thundering fouod^ 
His brazen armour rings againft the ground* 

Next artful Pberecit^ untimely fell ; 75 

Bold Mer'wn fent him to the realms of hell. 
Thy father's ikill, O Pbereclus^ was thine. 
The graceful fabric and the fair defign ; 

V. 63. Backfromthecar he tumbles 1 It is in poetry m 
in painting, the poilures and attitades of each figuce 
ought to be different : Homer rakes cfire not to draw 
two perfons in the fame poliure ; one is tumbled hota 
his chariot, another is fain as he afcends it, a third as 
he endeavours to efcape on foot, a condu^ which is every 
where obferved by the Poer. Eu/iathius, 

W'JS* Next iar(^/ Phereclus.J This ch^ira^ler of 
Pherfclus is finely imag^inen, and prefentsa noble moral 
in an uncommon manner. There ran a report, that the 
Trojans had formerly received an oracle, commandine 
them to follow huibandry, and not apply themfelves to 
navigation. /fo»7fr from hence lakes occafioii to feign, 
that the (hipwright, who prefumed to build the fleet of 
Paris when he took his fatal voyage to Greece^ was over, 
taken by the divine vengeance fo long after as in this 
battle. One may take notice too in this, as in many other 
places, of the remarkable difpofition Homer fhews to 
Mechanics ; he never omits an opportunity either of 
defcribing a piece of workmanfliip, or of cetebr^i^hig an 
•rtifl. 

For 



14^ H O M E R *S ILIAD. B. V^ 

For lov'd"by Pallas ^ Pallas did impait 
To him the Shipwright's and'the buiWer's art. 8p 

Dfeneath hts hand the fled: of Paris rofe, 
The fatai^ufc of all his country's woes ; 
But he, the myftic will of heav'n unknown, 
Nor faw hife country*^ peril, nor his own. 
The haplefs artift, while confus'd he fled, 85 

The fpear oi Mirlon mingled with the dead. 
Thro' his right hip with forceful fliry caft, 
Between fUeblad'der and tfie bone it pafl ': 
PrcJneon His knees He falls with frmtlefs cries j 
And death in lading fliimbcr fcals his eyes. - 90- 

' 'From Meges^ force x\icW\it Pedatts fled, 
Anterior*^ offspring from a foreign bed, 
Whofe genVous fpoufe, Theano^ heav'nly faiVj 
Nurs'd^he young ftranger with a mother's care^. 

How 

.^y. 93. Whq/e £en*rous/poii/e\'Thezno.'] Hb/TTcr'm thU re- 
markable paflage coiDinends the fair 7'Juatio for breed- 
£«C' up a baflardof hcrhufband's with the fame tender- 
laeTs as her own children. This lady wa?? a woman of 
the firft quality, and (as it appears in the fixth Iliad) the 
high Prieflefs o£ Miner'va : So that one cannot imagine 
the education of this child was .hnpofed upon lier by the 
authority or power of Anienor \ Homer himfelf takes 
care to remove any fuch derogatory notion, by particuf 
larizing the motive of thifi unufual piece or humanity to 
have beci).to pleafe her hufband, ^ap|o/^c£v>) irca-yi u. 
Nor ought we to lelfen this comnaeuuation by thinking 
the wive^i of thofe times in general were rnore complai- 
nant than thofe of our own. The ftories of /%^«/>^ 
Clyiemncftray Medea^ and many others, are plain in- 
Aances liow highly the keeping of miftrefles was refented 
by married ladies. But there was a diflerence between 
jhe (rrftfi^j.^apd j^/iatifs as to their notions of marri- 
age : For It i? certain the latter allowed plurality of 
Wives ; Priam had many lavsful ones, and fome of 
'*"'- ^- ^ them 
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How vain~thofe cares ! when Me^es in the rear c^j 
Full in his nape infixM the fatal fpear ; 
Swift thro' hitf crackling jaws the weapon glides, 
And the cold tongtie .and grinning teeth divides. . 

'Then d^^AHypJenor, gcn'ioiis and divine. 
Sprung from the brave Dolo^ion^s mighty line,. 100 

Who 

them PrincefTes who brought great dowrres. 7Aetf *ia was- 
an Afiatic^ and that is the inoft we can grant ; for the 
fon {he nurfed fo carefully was apparently not by a wife, 
but by a millrefs ? and her pailions were naturally the 
fame with thofeofthe Grecian women. .As to the de- 
gree of regard then (hewn to the bailards, they were 
carefully enough educated, though not (like this of 
^nienor) as the lav\ful ilfue^^nor admitted to an 6q.ual 
fhare of inheritance.' Mrgapenthes and Ntct^ratus were 
excluded from the inheritance of Sparta^ becaufe thejr 
were born of bond-women, as Paufanias fa vs. But 
NcopfolemuSt a natural fon of Achtllcs bv Deidamia^ 
fucceeded in his father's kingdom, perhaps with refped 
to his mother's quality who was a princefs. Upon ihe 
\ihole, however that matter flood, Homer was very fa- 
vourable to baflards, avid has paid them more compli- 
ments than one in his works. If T am not miftaken, 
l^lyjps reckons himfelf one in the Od^Jfeis. Agamemnon 
jn'^ihe eighth 7//W plainly accounts it no difgrace, when 
charmed with the noble exploltsof young TWer, and 
praiiing him iu the rapture of his heart, he jud then 
takes occaiion to mention his illegitimacy as a kiijd of 
panegyric uix)n him. The reader may confult the 
paflage, v. 284. of the original, and v. 333. of the tranf- 
lation. From all this I (hould not be averfe to believe, 
that Home} himfelf was a baftard, as Virgil was, of 
which I think this obfervation a better proof than what 
is faid for it in the common Uves of him. 

^ . V. 99— Hypfenor, gen*rous and divine ^ 

Sprung from the brave DolopionV mighty line \ 
Who near adord Scamand^r made abode ; 
Prieft of the ftream^ and honoured as a God, 

From the number of circumdances put together here, 
and in many other pafiages/of the parentage, place of 

abode^ 
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Who near adbr'd Scamander made abode^ 
Prieft of the dream and honoured as a God. 
On himy amidd the fiying numbers found, 
Euryp^lus infli<Sls a deadly wound ; 
On his broad (kould^r fell the forceful brand, 105 • 
Thence glancing downward lopp'd his hply hand. 
Which ftain'd with facred Wood the blufhing fand. . 
Down funk the Prieft : the purple hand of death 
Clos'd his dim eye, and fate fupprefs'd'his breath. 

Thus tpilM the chiefs, in dififrent parts chgag'd,^ 
In €¥'ry qparter Eercc Tydidet rag'd, ' lit 

Amid the Greeks^ amid the Trojan train, 
Rapt thro* the ranks he thunders o'er the plaiF),^ 
Now here, now there, he darts from place to place. 
Pours ou the rear, or lightens in their face. 1 1^ 

Thus from high hills the torrents fwift and ftrong 
Deluge whole. ficWs^ andfweep the trees along, 

Thro' 

abode, profeffion and quality of the perrons our Aurhor 
mentions, 1 think it is plain he compofed his [joertt 
ftom fame records or iraditions of the aflions of the 
times preceding, aivd complied with ihe truth of hiUory* 
Otherwife thete part.cular defcriptions of geneHlooJes, 
and. other minute circuriiiiaiices, would have been an 
affeffatioM extremely needlefs and unreafonable. This 
cojifidcration will jiccount for feveral thii>gs thatfeem 
odd or tedious, not to add thaf one may naturally be- 
li€^ve he took thefe occafibns of pay:H^ a complin^tfnt to. 
many great men a»d families of his patrons, both in 
Greece and j^^a. 

V. 108. Doivnfunk tke.'pricjf.'] iy<?/72^r makes him 
die upon the cutting off hi*. arm which is an iBft&nce of 
his Jkill*, for the great liux of blood that mull fol- 
low fuch.a wound, would 6« the immediate caufe of 
death. ^ . , , i 

Y. 116. nuf from htgh In Us the torrents fwift and, 
ftr<we-^ Tt hi? vsiiple p*ffage flj^ys Euflatkius\ is ex- 

t^emcry 
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Thro' rutoM moles the rufhing w^ve refpunds. 
Overwhelms the bridge, and burfts the lofty boupds ; 
The yellow hanrefts of. the ripen'd year, i2Q 

And flatted 'Vineyards, one fad wallc appear! 
While yove defcends in fluicy ibeets of rain. 
And all the labours of mankind are vain. 

So ragM TydiJes^ boundlefs in his ire. 
Drove armies back, and made all 7roy retire. 125 

tremely beautiful. It defcribes th« hero carried by an 
enthufiaOic valour into *he raidil of bi!{ enemies, ancl fo 
mingled with their ranks as if himfelf were a Trojan* 
And the fiaiile wonderfully illuftrates this fury, pro- 
ceeding from an uncommon infufion of courage from 
heaven, in refembling it not to a condant river, but a 
torrent rifingfroQl an extraordinary burft of rain. This 
fimile 1$ one of thole that dr^jivis along v^ith it fome fo- 
■ reign circunaliances : We muft n»>t often expe^ from 
Hbmtr thofe minute refemblances in every branch of a~ 
companion, which are the priue of modem fimiies. If 
that which one may call the main a6^ion of it, or the 
principal point of likeneff, be prefervedj he aife^, as 
to the red, rather to prefent the mind with a Sre«t image, 
than to fix it down to an eza^ one. He is Uire to make 
aiine pi&ura in thtf whole, without drudging on the 
under parts-, like thofe free Painters, who (one would 
think) had only made here and there a few very figni- 
firant Urokes. chat give form and fpirit to all the piece. 
For the prefent compnrifon, Vhgilyf\ the fccond JLncid^ 
has infened an imitation of it, v.hich I cannor e^ual to 
this, I hough i^rc//^^/- prefers Virgil^ :o all our author's 
fimilitudesfrpm rivers put together. 

Non /ic iigg?nbus rupiis citm fpumeus amnis 
Exiit^ nfpojitafqut ctlclt gurgttt moles ^ 
Fet iiLc in at ta fur ens cutr.iUo , coiJipofque per omfW 
Cum Jiabulis, annenia irahh' 

Not with fo fierce a rage, the foaming food 

Roars when he fii^ds his rapid courfe withftood ; 

Bears down the dam? with unrefifted fway. 

And f weeps the czvXt and the cocis away. Dryden, 

With 
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With grief the ♦ leadier of the Lycl(m band 
Saw the wide waftc of his. deftruftive band : 
His bend^ bow againft the chief he drew ; 
Swift to the mark the thirfty aiTow flew, - 
Whofe forky point the hollow breaft-plate tore, 1 3a 
Deep in his fhouldcr pierc'd, and. drank the gore v 
The rufliin^ ftream his brazen armout dyM, 
While the proud archer thus exulting ciy'd. 

•Hither, ye Troftfw, hither drive your deeds ! 
Lo ! by our hand the braved Grecian bleeds. 1 35: 
Not long the deathful dart he can fuftain ;. 
Or Phahus urg'd me tothefe fields iii vain. 

So fpoke he boadful y but the winged dart 
Stopt (hort of fife^ and mocked the fhoot€r*s art. 
The wounded chief belli nd his car retir'd*, 14a 

The helping hand of Sthenelus required ; 
Swift from his feat he leap'd upon the ground, 
And tugg'd the weapon from the gufhing wound ; 
When thus the King his guardian pow'r addreft. 
The purple current wandering o'er his veft. 145 

O progeny of Jove / unconquerM maid ! 
if e'er my god-like fire deferv'd thy aid^ 
If; e'er I felt thee in the fighting field ; 
Now, Goddefs, now, thy facred fuccour yield.. 
* Pan Jar us ^. 

V. 139. The dart Jf opt Jhort of /t/e.} Hemer fays it 
did not kill him, and I am at a lofb why M. Dacier 
tranflafes it. The ijoound 'wasjlight ; when jyll after the 
arrow is faid to have pierced qu'tfe through y and ftie 
herfelf there turns it, Percoii P efpaule outre en outre. 
Had it hccn fo flight, he would not have needed the im- 
mediate affillanice of Miner'va to reOore his uluil vi* 
gour^ and enable him to continue the fight. 

Oil 
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Oh give my lance to reach the Tro^ Knight, 150 
Whofe arrow woands the chrcf thou guard*il in fi^t^ 
And lay theboafier gro?1ing on the fhore» 
That vaunts thefe eyes (hall view the light no more. 

Thus pray'd Tydidcs^ and Mineroa heardp 
His nerves coofinn'dy his languid f]pints cheat M ; 155 
He feels eacL limb with wonted vigour light ; 
His beating bofom claims the promised fight. 
Be bold ((he cryM) in ev'ry combat (hine. 
War be thy province, thy prote^ion mine ; 
Rufhto the fight, and ev'ry foecontroul ; 160 

Wake each paternal virtue in thy foul v 
Strength (wells thy boiling breaft, infu&M by me. 
And all thy god-like father breathes in thee ! 
Yet more, from mortal mifts I purge thy Eyes, 
And fet to view the warring Deities. 165 • 

Thcfc 

V. 164. From mortal mifls 1 purge iby (yrr.] Ihis 
fiction of Horner^ Hays M. Dac2:r) is foi:n:ied upon an 
irisporar.t t.uiti of religion, not urkno^n to tht P.iganf, 
I hat God or. I J" can open the eyes of men, and er.able 
them to fee wnar ih-y cannot difcoverbv their awn ca-. 
picity There arc irequent exannples cf this in 'he 
0\d Teflament. God opens the eyes of Hagar that (he 
might fee thefcKinrair,.in Ger.rf. 21. v. 14. So Numbers 
22. V. 51. Th-: Jjotd opined the ej'€s of Balaam, and 
he fa'M the Ar.gcl cf the Loi-djiand'm^ in his v:a}\ and 
his fwo'-d d.aivn in his hand, A prilli^ge much refem- 
b'.ing thi^ of our au»hor. Fcnus in Virgits fecond JEr.eid 
performs tfie fame office to JEneas^ and (hews him the 
Gods who were engag'd in the deftrudion of froj^ 

Afpice ; namque omnen ^ua nunc obduffa iuenti 
Aiorfa/es habctat n>ifus tthi^ 6f humida circum 
Caiigat^ nubem eripiam < ■ 
Apparent dira fades, Jnimicaque Troja 
^umina mas^r.a D-.ujTt. 

Milton 
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Thcfe fee tboa/huin thyo' ;all,tV embattled plain. 
Nor r^dily ftrive wher^ huipan /orce is vain, 
ir ^4f«tf J mingle 'tn. the martial tarid^ 
Her flialt tho^i wo^nd': So Palias give9 command* 

With that, the blue-ey'4 virgin winged her flight ;: 
The Hero rulh'd impetuous to the fight » 171 

With tenfold 9t dour UQW invades, the plain; 
Wild with delay, and mor^ enragM by pain. 
As on the fleecy flocks, when hunger calls ^ ^ 
Amidfi the field a brindled Uon falls ; 1 7 J 

If chance foiue flvepherd with a diftant dart 
The favage Wound, he rouses at the fraart, 
He foams, he roars; the ftepherd. dares. not flay. 
But trembling leaves the fcatt*ring flocks a prey* 
Heaps fall on heaps;. he bathes with blood tlie grouhd» 
Then leaps vl£):orioua o'er the lofty mound. 18 i 

Not with Icfs fury ftcrn T^didcs flew,. 
And two bra^e leaders at an inftant dew^ 
jfjiynous breathlefs fell, and by his flde • 
His people's paflor, good Hypcnor dy'd t 285 



M///<5« feems1ik<^\\'fe to have iraita^5d this, where he 
make.^ MJifiael open Adarri<> eyes to fee the future re- 
volutions of the world, and fortunes of his poUerity^ 
Book !!• 

• mmm^ Hc purgM wltH cwphrafic ar«d rue 

• * The vifual nerve, forhehnd muxrh to fee, 

• And f.orn the we^lof life ihree-dccp; did llM/ 

This dlftinft'.fifhing fi*jjht of Diomcd was given him only 
for the p/<fent occafion jjiKt fervice, in which he was 
employed b^ PaUas. For we tfnd in ilie ftxth book» 
that upon meeting Glaucus^. ho is ignorant whether that . 
Hero.be a M:ih oi* aGgd,. 



AJlynom* 
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Afiymiu^ iM-^aft Afc deadly lafccc receives. 

Hypenor*% (hoolder btibfoad failldiioA cleaT^ 

Tfaofe ffatn he left ; and fytttig wit& tfolile rage 

Ahas and Potfidusto ei6g«ge; 

Sods of EurydamUf who wife afld old, lyo 

Could ^tesferdee, aodmyltic dr^ami ttdfold; 

The youths retuirti'd ddt fibdi the doubtful p&uo. 

And the fad fether try^d hi« arts in tain ; 

No myftid dream could make their fates appear, 

Tho* BOW deterihind by Ty£du^ fpear. ijyj 

Young Xanthus next, and Thoom felt his rage. 
The joy and hope of Phsnops* feeble age, 
Vaft was bis wealth, and thefe the only heirs 
Of all bis IabouT)> and a life of cares. 

V. T94.] No mjfiic dream ] This line in the orlgiiia), 
Toi^ hi Ipp^»f*iwi5 o y/pw* txpIiatT* InlfH^ contains as 
puzzling a p»flag,e for the conlku<5l«on as I havp met 
with in Homer, Moft interpreters joi»i the negative 
particle ix with the terb Ufira7o, i^hich may receive 
three different meanings :^ That Eurydamas had not in- 
terpreted the dreams of his children when they went to 
the wars, or that he had foretold them by their dreams 
they (hpuld never return frora the wars, or that he (hoaki 
now no more have the fatl«fa£lion to interpret their 
dreams ax their return. After all, this conftruclioii 
feems forced, and no w^y agreeable to the general idiom 
of the Greek Iflngua|;e, or to Namer*^ fimple diction in 
particular. If we join «« with ipp^o^^oK, I think tlte 
moil obvioiis fenfe wiil be this^: Dibmid attacks the tt>«x> 
iova of Bwrjilamtu^ an'oM- interpreter of dreams ; his 
children not returniii^^ thfc priyphcft foul^t by his dreams 
to knotv their fate ; however they fall by the Hand of 
Dimmed. This interpretation Ibemsniatural and lioetV- 
cal» and tends to move a»v>pa^tn), lAhich is almoii con- 
Oantly thedefignof the Poet, in his frequent (hort di- 
^reOioos coneeniia|^ thr citeimUUnc^ and' rebtions of 
dying peiCons- 

Cold 
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Cold death overtakes them in their blpooiing yc^YSyZeo 
And leaves jthe father unavailing tears : • 
To flrangers. now SeAiendjB his wealthy ftore» 
The race forgotten, and the nanfie no more. 

Two fons of Priam in one chariot t ide, 
Glitt'riog in armsy and combat fide by fide* 205 

As .whieo the lordly lion feeks his food 
Vfrhcre grazing, heifigrs range the lonely wood. 
He leaps amidft them with a furious bound. 
Bends their ftrong necks, and tears them to the ground, 
*So from their feats the brother-chiefs are torn, 210 
Their fleeds and chariots to the navy borne. 

With deep concern divine ^neas view'd 
The foe prevailing, and his friends purfu'd^ 

Thro* 

V.aoa. Tojfraftgers mmi de/cen^/s his nvealthyjfore.} 
This is a circumftance, than which nothing could be 
imagined more tragical, confidcring the charadler of 
thenither. Homer fays the truftccsofihe remote col- 
lateral relations feiaed the eftate before his eyes, (ac- 
cording to a cuilom of thofe times) which to a covetous 
old man muftbe the greateft of miferies. 

V. «12. Diruine jEneas.] It is here JEneas begins to 
aft, and if we take a view of the whole £pifod« of this 
Hero in Homer, where he makes but an under-part, it 
will appear that Firgilhas kept him perfeftly in the fame 
chara&er in his Poem, where he ihmes as the firft Hero. 
His piety and his valour, though not drawn at fo full 
a length, are marked no lefs iti the original than in the 
copy* It is the manner of Homer to exprefs very-ftrongly 
the charadter of each of his pcrfons m the firft fpeech 
he is made to utter in the Poenor. In this of ^neas, 
there is a great air of piefy in thofe flrokes, Isihefome 
God nuho punijhes Troy for having negU^ed his facri- 
fices? And then that fentence, The anger of hea'ven is 
terrible. When he is in danger afterwards, he is faved 
by the heavenly affiftanceof thc.two Deities at once, and 
his wounds cured in the holy temple of Pergamus by 

hatond 
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Thro' the thick ftorm of finging fpears he fiiei , 
£xploring Pandams with careful eyes. 215 

At length he found Lycaon*s mighty fon ; 
To whom the chief of renus* race began. 

Where, Pandarut^ are all thy honours now. 
Thy winged arrows aad unerring bow, 

Laforta^xtd Diana* As to hi% valour, he is fecond tmly 
toHe^or, and in perfonal bravery as great in the Grerk 
Author as in the Koman- lie is made to exert hi mfclf 
on emergencies of the fird importance and hazard, rather 
than on common occafions : He checks Z)i9/2tf// herein 
the midft of his fury ; in the thirteimth book defends 
his friend Deiphobus before it was his turn to fight, being 
-placed in one of theliindmoft ranks, (which Horner^ to 
take ofifall objedlions to his valour, tells as happened be* 
caufe Priam had an auimofity to him, though he was 
one of the braveftof the army.) He is one ofrhofe who 
refcue HzBor when he is oVenhrown by Ajax in the 
-fourteenth book. And what alone were luiRcient to eC* 
tabliibliim a firft-rate Hero, he is the firft that dares rc- 
fift Achilles himfeVf at his return to the iight in all his 
rage for the lofs oVPatroclus. He indeed avoids en- 
countering two at once in the prefent book ; and fhews 
upon the whole a Sedate and aeliberate courage, which. 
It not fo glaring as fome others, is yet more juft. It is 
worth confidering how thoroughly A'/V^// penetrated all 
this, and faw into the very idea of H^merx fo as to extend 
and call forth the whole hgure in its full dimeiiGons and 
colours from the flighted hints and fketches, which were 
but cafually touched by Horner^ and even in fome points 
too where they were rather left to be underftood, than 
exppeiTed. And this, by th? way, ought to be confider- 
ed by thofe critics who obje^ to Virgits Hero the want 
of that forf of courage which ftrikes us fo much in Hch' 
mer^s Achilles, Mneas was not the creature of Virgil's 
imagination, but one whom the world was already ac> 
^uainted with, and expeded to fee contmued in the fame 
cbarad^er; and one who perhaps was chofen for the 
Hero of the Latin Poem, not only as he was the founder 
of the Roman empire, but as this more calm and re^u* 
jar chara^er better agreed with the temper and gemus 
ofthePoethimfelf* 

Thy 
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Thy matchlcfs (kill> thy yet unrivall'd ftme, iic 

And boafted glory of the Lytian name i 

Oh pierce that mortal! if we mental c&ll 

That wondrous force by which wbole armfes M ; 

Or God incensMf who quhs the diilant ikies 

To puniih Troy for flighted facrifice ; 225 

(Which oh aVcft frofti our 'unhappy ftate ! 

FoV whdt to dreadful ^ celeftid bite ?) 

Whoever he bc^ propitiate ^o^ with priyV ; 

If man, deftfoy j if God, intreat to (pare. 

To him the Lyeian, Whom youij eyes behold, 230 
If right I judgiy is Diomed%ht bold. 
Such courfeVs w,hirl hinfi o^er the dudfy field,. , 

Sd tow'rs his helmet, and fo flames his (hield« 
If 'tis a Gttd, he wears that ChicPs difguifc ; 
Or if that Chief, fome guardian of the fktes, 235 
Invoh'd in clouds, prote6^s him in the fray. 
And turns unfeen the fruilrate dart aWay. 
I wing*d anf arrow, which not idly feD, 
The flroke had fix'd bim to the gates of hell, 
And, but fome God, fome angry God withftands, 240 
His fate was due to thefe unerring hands. 

SkiU'd in thei)bw, on foot I fought the war. 
Nor joinM fwift horfes to the rapid car. 

• Ten 

V. 243. SkilVd inihe 3<HV, &c.] We fee thro' this whole 
dil«HJrfe of Pandaius ihc character of a vain-glorious 
pa mowate Prince, who being ikilleid in the life of the 
DOW, was highly valued by himfelf and others for this 
excellence •, but having been fuccefslefs in two different 
trissils of his fkiU, he is raifed into an outrageous paflion, 
which vents itfelf in vain threats on hi? guililefs bow, 
JSi^aihiusQtrt\i\^ paflage relates a ftory of a Paphlago* 

man^ 
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Ten poli(hM chariots I poflcfs'd at home. 

And (till they grace LycaotCs princely dome : ' 24; 

There veilM in fpacious coverlets they ftand ; 

And twice ten courfers wait their Lord's command. 

The good old warrior bade me truft to thefe. 

When firft for Troy I fatlM the facrcd Teas ; 

In fields, aloft>.the whirling car to guide, 250 

Aod thro' the ranks of death;, triumphant ride. 

But -vain with youth, and yet to thrift indin'd, 

I heard his counfels with nnheedful mind, 

A nd thought the fteieds (your large fuppllcs unknown } 

Might fail of forage in the ftraiten'd town: 2^^ 

So took my bow and pointed darts in hand. 

And left the chariots in my native land. 

Too late, O friend 1 my rafhnefs I deplore ; 
Thefc (hafts, once fatal, carry death no more. 
Tydeus* zu6jitreui* fons their points have found, 260 
And undiffcmblcd gore purfu'd the wound. 

In 

many famous like him for his archery, who havihg mifTed 
his aim ar repeated trials, was fo tranfported by irge, 
that breaking his bow and arrows, he executed a more 
fatal fcngeance by ha'njiririg himfelf. 

V. 244. Ten poli/h*d chariots,'] Among the many 
pitStures //b/w^r gives us of the fimpliciiy of the heroic 
ages, he mingles from time 10 time fome hints of an 
extfiiordinajry magnificence. We have here a Prince 
Ytho has all thofe chariots for pleafure at one time, 
with their particular feis of horfes to each, and the 
moft fumptuous coverings in their ilablcF. But we mult 
remember that he fpeaks of an ^Jiatic Prince, thofe 
Jiatbarians living in great luxury. Dacier. 

V. 251. Tet to thrift inchnyi.^ "Pis EuJ^athius his 
remark, that Pandar'us did (hi? out of avarice, to fave 
the expence of his horfes. I like this con je<ftufe, becmfe ' 
nothing feems more judicious, than to give a r>ian of a 
' perfidious charaAtr a iiroug tindure of avarice. 

Vol. H. B \. ^e,A. 
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In vain they bled : This unavailing bow 

Serves not to flaughter, but provoke the foe. 

In evil hour thcfe bended horns I ft rung. 

And fciaj'd the quiver where it idly hung. 26$ 

CursM be the fate that fent me to the field, 

Without a warrior's arms, the fpear and (hicld ! 

If e'er with life I quit the Trojan plain, 

If e'er I fee my Spoufe «nd Sire again, 

This bow, unfaithful to my glorious aims, 270 

Broke by my hand, (hall feed the blazing flames. 

To whom the Leader of the Bardan race : 
Be calm, nor Phabus* honour'd gift difgrace. 
The diftant dart be prais'd, tho' here we need 
The ruChing chariot, and the boimding fteed. 1^75 
Againft yon' Hero let us bend our courfe. 
And, hand to hand, encounter force to force. ^ 
Now mount my feat, ^nd from the chariot's height 
Obferve my father's fteeds, renown'd in fight ; 
Pra^tis'd alike to turn, to ftop, to chace, 280 

To dare the (hock, or urge the rapid race : 
Secure with thcfe, thro' fighting fields we go. 
Or fafc to TVftjp, if Jove affift the foe. 

V. 26r. A fid und'iffemhled gf>re pUrfiCd ike wound.'] 
The Geeek is arpoxij AlfAcc. He fays he is fure it was real 
blood that followed his arrow ; becaufe it was anciently 
a cultom, particularly among tht Spartans^ to have'or- 
naments. and figures of a purple colour on their breaft- 
plates, that the blood they loft noight nor be leen by the 
foldiers, and tend to rheir difcouragement. Plutafch in 
his In/?it.lMCon, taken notice of this point of antiquity, 
and I v\ Glider it efcaped Madam Dacier in her tranf- 
lation. 

V. 273- Nor Phoebus' honour'd gift difgrace."] For 
Homer tells us in the fecond book, v. J34. of the cata- 
logue, that the bow and ihafcs of Pandarus were given 
)Kisab^ Apollo* 

Haac, 
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Hafte, feize the whip, and fnatch the guiding mn : 
The warrior's farj let this arm fuihun ; 285 

Or if to combat thj bold heart incline^ 
Take thon the fpear, the chariot's care be mine. 

O Prince ! {Lycaon*s raliant fon reply M) 
As thine the fteeds, be thine the taOc to gmde. 
The horfesy pradisM to their Lord's conunand, 290 
Shall hear the rein, and anfwer to thy haad. 
Bat if, unhappy, we dcfert the fight. 
Thy voice alone can animate their flight : 
Elfe (hall our fates be number'd with the dead. 
And thefe, the vigor's prize, in triumph led. 295 
Thine be the guidance thence : With fpear and flueld 
Myfelf win charge this terror of the field. 

And now both Heroes mount the glitt'ring car ; 
The bounding courfers ru(h amidft. the war. 
Theit fierce approach bold Sthenelus efpy'd, 300 
Who thus, alarra'd, to great Tydides cry'd. 

O friend ! two chiefs of force immenfe I fee. 
Dreadful they come, and bend their rage on thee : 
Lo the brave heir of old Lycaon*s h'rie. 
And great JEneas^ fprung from race divine I 305 

Enough is giv'nto fame. Afcend thy car; 
And fave a life, the bulwark of our war. 



V. a^4. Hafte^ faze the whip, Uc ] Hnmrr means not 
here, That one of the Heroes ih«»ul-] alight or dcfcend 
from the chariot, but only that he fhould quit the reina 
to the management of the other, and ftand on foot upon 
the chariot to fight from tben«e. As one might ufe the 
expreflion to dcfcenj from thejhip^ to fig^nify to quit the 
helm or oar, in order to take up arms. This is rhe note 
of Eu/iathtus^ hy v.h ch it appears, thnr moll of the 
tranflarorf. are mifenken in 'he lenfe of this paflage, and 
among the rell Mr. Hobhes. 



28 homer's ILIAD. B. V. 

At this the H,ero c^i, a gloomy look^ 
Fix'd on the chief wjth fpor^ and tjbua he fpol^e. 

Me dofi, thou bid tp.ftMD tb<^ comjng fight ? 31a 
Me wpuld'ft thou move to bafey inglorious flight ? 
Know^ 'tis, not honcd^inmy foul tp f|sar» 
Nor was TyJsdes horn tq tremble here.. 
I hate the cumbrous chariot's flow advance^ 
And the long diftance of the flying lance; 315 

But while my nerves are. ftfong, my force entire. 
Thus front the foe, and emulate my Sire, 
Nor (hall yon' ftepds, that fierce to fight convey 
Thofe threatening heroes, bear them both a.w^y; 
One, chief at lead bcntath thi? arm fliall die; 320 , 
So Paliai tells me, and forbids to fly. ' 
But if fbe dooms, and if no God withiland. 
That both (hall fall by one vidoriou^ hand ; 
Then heed my words : my horfes here detain, 
Fix'd to the chariot by the ftraiten'd rein ; 325 
Swift to Mneas^ empty fcat proceed, 
And feize the courfers of aethereal breed. 

The 

y. 370. One chjcf at Icqfl beneath his armJ?jall(iteS\ 
It is the manner of our author to make his |»trfons have 
fome intimation from within, either of profpeious Or 
adverfft fortune, befpre it happens to them. In the 
prefcut inftan<!e, we have feen/£w<'/?i, aftoniftied at ihe 
great exploits of iD/!?wr<2', propofing tohinofc.f the means 
of his efcype by the fwiftnefs of his horfes, before he ad- / 
vances »o encounter him. On the other hand, Dhmed 
is fo filled with aflTun.nce, that he gives orders hc«« to 
Sthenelus to feize thofe horfes, before thcv come up to 
him. 7 he bppofuion of thefe two (as Madam Dacier 
has remarkea) is very obfervable. 

V. 327. T/ic courjers of athereal breed.} We have 
already obferved the great del ight/f^/w^r takes in horfes, 
as well as heroes, of celeflial race: And if he has been 
thought too fond of the genealogies of fome ot his war- 
riors, 
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The race of thofe, which ooce the thand'ring God 

For rftvifii'd Garvfmede on Trof beftow^d. 

The bcft that e*cr on earth's broad ftirfacae tun, 330 

Beneath the riHng or the fetting fun. 

Hence great Ancb'tfes fld!e a breed unknown. 

By mortal Mares, from fierce Laomedon : 

Four of this race his ample flails contain. 

And two^iranfpprt ^En^iix o'er the plain. 335 

Thefe, were the rich immortal prize our own, 

l*hro' the wide world /hould make our glory known. 

Thus while they fpoke, the foe came furious on, 
And ftcin L^aon^^ warlike race begun. 

Prince, thou art met. Tho' late in vain afraiTd,340 
The fpear may enter where the anow fail'd. 

He faid, then (hook the ponderous lance and Hung, ^ 
On his broad Hiield the founding weapon rung, t 
Pierc'd the tough orb, and in his cuirafs hung. J 
He bleeds! the pride of Greece ! (the boafler cries) 345 
Our triumph now the mighty wanior h'cs 1 

Tiers, in relalinjj them even in a battle ; wc 6nd him 
here as grilling to trace that of his horfes in the fame 
cjrcumflan* c Thtfe were of tha^ breed which JupiSer 
btftowed upon Tros, and far fuperior to the common 
HraJn of ^Trojan horfes. So that (according to Epfta- 
thiks's opinion) the tranflators are mrAaken who turn 
TfvUi linroiy the Trojan horfes^ in ▼. 422. of the orijri- 
nal, where Mneas extojs their qualities to Pandarua 
The fame author takes notice, that frauds in the cafe of 
horfes have been thought excufable in all time?, and 
commends Anch'tfis for this piece of theft. Vitgii was 
f'j well picafed with jr. as to imitate this paflage in the 
feveuth lEne'id* 

Ah/enti ^ndt cmntni ^ geminofque jvgaUs \ 
Semine ab efthereo, fpirantes nariBus Jgnem^ 
Jllorum de gente pelji ^uos dee data Circe 
Suppofiti de mat re nothos/u.aia creavit, 

B3 \KAsJlccw 



3<5 homer's ILIAD. ^ B. V- 

Miftaken vaunter I Diomed reply'd ; 
Thy dart has crr'd, and now my fpear be try'd : 
Ye *fcape not both ; one, headlong from his car, 
While hoftile blood fhallglut the God of War. 350 

He fpoke, and rifing biul'd his forceful dart. 
Which, driven by Pallas^ pierc'd a vital part ; 
Full in his face it enter*d, and betwixt 
The nofc and eye-ball the proud Lycian fixt : 
Crafh'd all hisjaws, and cleft the tongue within, ^^^ 
*Till the bright point look'd out beneath ihc chin. 
Headlong he falls, his helmet knocks the ground ; 
Earth groans beneath him, and his arms re found ; 
The ftarting courfers tremble vrith affright ; 
The foul indignant feeks the realms of night. 360 

To guard his flaughtcr'd friend, JEneas fiics, 
Hiftfpcar extending where the carcafc lies; 

Watchful 

' T. 35^. Full' in hisfaceU entet'd.'] It has been afked 
how <D;oywe^, being en foot, could naturally be fu ppofed 
to give fuch a wound as is defcribed here. Were it 
never fo improbable, ihe exprefs mention tint M;W/t'« 
conducted the invelin to that part, would render this 
paffage unexceptionab e. But v\rthout having. reco.jrfe 
to a miracle, fuch a wound might be received by Pan- 
tHarus^ either if he ftooped, or if his^ enemy took the ad- 
vaijtage of a rifirg ground, by which means he mi^ht 
not impoffibly tiand higher, though ihe other were in a 
chariot. This is thefolution given by the ancient Scho- 
//Vi, which is confirmed by the' lov\nefs of rhe chariots. 
V. 361. To g uard hisj^aughter'd fi iend^ iEnea s /lies. ] 
This protefting the dead body was not only an office of 
fieiy agreeable o the charafter of Mneas in pirticular, 
_ut looked upon as a matter of great importance in thofe 
times. It was believed that the very foul of the de- 
ceafed fuffercd by the body^ remaining deliitute of the 
yitesof fepukure, as not beirg elfe admitted to pafs the 
waters of i9/j/J^. See what Putroclus his ghoft fays to 
Achilles \n the 23d Iliad. 

Hac 
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Watchful he wheels, protef^s it ev'ry way, 

As tlie grim lion ftalks around his prey. 

O'er the fall'n trunk his anople (hield d.Tplay'd, 365 

He hides the Hero with a mighty (hade. 

And threats aloud ; the Greeks with longing eyes 

Behold at diftance, but forbear the prize. 

Then fierce TjF/^^r/' (loops ; and from the fields 

Hcav'd with vaft force a rocky fragment wields* 370 

Not two ftrong men th' enormous weight could raife, 

Such men as live in tbefe degcn'rate days* 

He 

Hac omnis qvanj cernts, inop^^ inhumafaque futhaeft ; 
Poi litor iil'\ Charon ; k'l, q los ntckit u^rJa, fcpulti^ 
Nee t ipas datur hotren/ias (i? / aiic/i flu* nta 
*franJf»ot tare pr'msy quamjtc/ibus 'iffy q thiurJ. 
Qcnium errani annos^ tolUaniquc f.ac iutn* a cirtuir, 

Virg. -A«. 6. 

"Whoe? er confidcrs thi#, will not be furprlzed at ihofe 
lorg and oWlinate engagements for the bodies of iho 
Heroes, fo frequent in the Jliad. Homer thought it of 
fucb weight, that he has put this circumllance of want 
of burial into xYit prcpofition ^l the bepinv.ing of his 
Poem, as one of the chief misfortunes th.it btfel* the 
Greeks, 

V. 371. Nnt livofirong men.'] This opinion^ of a de- 
generacy of human fize and iirengfh in the prcc.fi of 
ages, has been very general. Lucretius^ lib, a, 

Jamque adeofraCla ejf ^tai^ effcetaque iellus 
Vtx anifnalia parva create qua cunCla crcofvii 
Sacla^ dedii que fer arum ingentia corpora par tu. 

The a6live life and temperance of the firft men, before 
their native powers were prejudiced by luxury, may be 
fuppofed to have given them this advantage. C~//us\n 
his firlt book obferves, that Homer mentions no fort of 
difeafes in the old heroic tigies but what were imme- 
diately infli6^edfrom heaven, as if their temperance and 
exercife prtferved them from all befides. r/r^/V imitates 
this paflUge, with a farther allowance of the decay, 
in proportion to the diftance of his time fiom that of 
B 4 Homer,. 
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He fusing it round ; and g^lh^mf^ ftrength to tfarow, 
DifchargM the pond'rous ruin at the foe. 
Where to the hip th' infcrted thigh unites, 375 

Full on the bone the pointed marble lights ; 
Thro* both the tendons broke the rugged flone. 
And ilripp'd the fkin, aodcrack'd the folid bone. 
Sunk on his knees, and ili^g'ring with his pains 
His falling bulk his bending arm fuRains ; 380 

Lod in a dizzy mid the warrior lies ; 
A fudden cloud comes fwimming o'er his eyes. 
There the brave chief who mighty numbei^s fway'd, 
OpprefsM'had funk to death's eternal (hade ; 
But heav'nly ^<nfii/, mindful of the love 385 

She bore jincbifet in th' ItUan grove, 
His danger views with angulfli and dcrfpair. 
And goards her ofiT&pring vvi:h a mother's care. 
A'bout her much-lov'd fon licr arms (he throws, 
Her arms \vlh«>fc whitenefs match t he falling fnows. 3^ 
Screen'd from tlie foe behind her (hitiing veil^ 
The fvvords wave harmlcTji, and the jav'lios fail : 

Safe 

Iltrnfr. Forhefay^it was an attempt that exceeded 
the itrength of i'weH*e men, inltead of iwo, 

— Saxum circumfpicit hgens^-^ 

V'jx illuti le^i bn/ex cet 'vicc/ubirent^ 

Siualia nunc hominum producit corpora iclluu 

yu-jcnal has made an agreeable ufc of this thought in 
iijs fifteenth Satyr. 

Nam ger.u5 hoc wivojam decrefrehat Hcmero, 
1'erra malos homines nunc educate atquepufillos. 

V. i^\. Serein* d from ihefo^ hhjnd hsr Jhining 'vsil.'\ 
H^mer fay?, (h« fprcad her veil that it might be a de- 
fence fl|;ain(l the darts. Hpvv comes it then afterwards 
to bt pierced through, when Fenus is viounded? Ir is 

manifeil 
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Safe thro' the ra(|iftg horrfei ftfid fetUitfrM ifght 
Of foundiD|r (hifts^ iit betri him from tht fight. 

Nor Stbenel9s with uoafiifting baixlsy J 95 

Remained unheedful of his Lord's comma Ddt : 
His panting, ileedsy remov'd from out the war. 
He fix'd with ftraiteu'd traces to the car. 
Next ruffling to the Dafdah fpoily detains 
The heav'nly couriers with the flowiag manes : 400 
Thefe in proud triunfph to^thcf fleet eoatey'd. 
No longer now a Trcjatt Lord obey'd. 
That charge to bold Deipyks he gave, 
(Whom moft he lo^'d, as bra^tf men lete the brave) 
Then mounting on his car, refum'd the rein, 405 
And followed where TyMes fwept the plain. 

Mean while, (his conqueft ravifh'd from his eyes) 
The raging cbief in chace of yenus flics : 

No 

manifeft the tciI was not impenetrable, and is faid to be 
a defence Only a-« it rendered JEneas invifible, by be- 
ing interpufed. This is the oblervatioH of Eu/fathius^ 
and was thought too material to be negled^ed in the 
tranflation. 

V. 403. To bold Deipylus— ^'i^^j/w niofi he lw*d.^ 
Sthenchs (fays M. Dacier) loved Deipj'/us, parce otCtl 
a vb'ii la me/me hu>mur que luy^ la mejme Jahfffe, The 
words in the original are ortoT^piffii' apria SJ»]. Becaufe 
his mind was gqual and con/entaneous to his oaon. Which 
I Ihould rather iranflate, with regard to the character of 
Sthenelus^ that he had the fame bravery, than the fame 
*Mifdom. For that Stkenelus was not remarkable for 
wifdom, appears from palTa^es, and particularly frtfm 
liis^ fpeech to Agamemnon in the fourth book^ upon 
which fee PlutarelC^ remark, v.45i6. 

V, 408. The raging chief in chace n/\enu^^ies,'] We 
Iiave feen with vkhat eafe l^enus takes Paris- out of the 
battle in the third book, when his life >va8 in danger 
from Menclaus I but here when fliie ha:s a charge of 
mor^ importance and nearer concern, flie is not able to 
prcCcrve herfclf or her fon from the (mtx of Diomed, 
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No Goddefs (he commiffionM to the field, 

Like Pallas dreadful with her fable (hield, 410 

Or fierce Belkna thund'ring at the wall. 

While flames afcend, and mighty ruins fall ; 

He knew foft combats fuit the tender dame. 

New to the field, and ftill fcfoe to fame. 

Thro' breaking ranks his funous courfe he bends, 415 

And at the Goddefs his broad lance extends; 

Thro' her bright veil the daring weapon drove, 

Th' ambrofial veil, which all the graces wove: 

Her fnowy hand the fazing fteel profan'd, 

Aod the tranfparent fkin with crimfon (lainM. 420 



The difference of fuccefs in two attempts, fo like each 
other, IS occafioned by that penetration of fi^ht with 
which Pallas' had endued her favourite. For the Gods 
in theif intercourfe with men -are not ordinarily feen, 
but when they pleafe to render themfelves vifible; 
wherefore Venus might think hcrfelf and her fon fecure 
from the infolence of this daring mortn-l ; but was in 
this deceived, being ignorant'of that faculty, wherewith 
the hero was enabled to diftinguifh Gods as well as 
men. 

v. 410. Herfntrwy hand the razing Jieel profartd.'\ 
Plutarch in his Sympofiacs^ l. 9. tells us, that Maximus 
the Rhetorician propofcd this far fetch'd queftion at a 
• banquet, On nuhich of her hands Venus 'was nuounded ? 
and that Zopyrion aniwered it by afking. On tjohich of his 
le^s VhWip was lame. ^ But Maximus rtpWtd, it was a 
different cafe : For Demqflhenes left no foundation to 
guefs at the one, whereas Homer gives a folution of the 
other, in faying that Diomed throwing his fpear acrofs^ 
wounded her wrift : fo that it was her right hand he 
hurt, her left being oppofite his right. He adds another 
humourous reafon from Pallas*s reproaching her after- 
wards, as having got this wound while fhe was broking 
and foliciting fome (rr^r/ATi Lady, and unbuckling her 
2one : An aBion (fays this Philofbpher) in which no one 
nwuldmake u/e of the left hand. 

From 
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From the clear vein a ftream immortal fiow'di 
Such ftream as ifiues from a wounded God ; 

Pure 

V. 41a. Such Ji ream as ijffties from a 'wounded GodJ\ 
This is one of thofe palTages in Horner^ which have given 
occafion to that famous cenfure of Tully and Longinus^ 
That he makes Gods of his heroes, and mortals of his 
Gods. This, taken in a general fcnfe, appeared the 
higheft impiety to Plafo and Pythagoras ; one of whom 
hasbani(bed Homer from his commonwealth, and the 
other faid he was tortured in hell, for fi^ions of this na- 
ture. But if a due diftin6l'.on be made of a difference 
among beings fuperior to mankind, which both the Pa- 
gans and Chriilians have allowed, thefe fables may be 
eaCly accounted for. Wounds inH'tRed on the dra^on^ 
hruf/fng theferpenfs head^ and other fuch metaphoncal 
Images, are confecrated in holy writ, and applied to an- 
gelical and incorporeal natures, fiuc in our author's days 
they had a notion of Gods that were corporeal ^ to whom 
they alcribed bodies, though of a morefubtile kind than 
thofe of mortals. So in this very piece he fuppofes 
them to have blood, but blood of a finer or fuperior na- 
ture. Notwithftanding^he foregoing cenfure?, Milton 
has not fcrupled to imitate and apply this to angels in 
the Cnriilian fvilem, when Satan is wounded by Michael 
in his fixth book, v. 327. 

• — - Then Satan firft knew pain, 

• And wriih'd him to and fro convolv*d ; fo fore 

• The griding fword with difcontinuous \vound 

' Pafs'd thro* him ; but th* ifCthercal fubfiance clos'd, 

• Not long divifible, and from the gafli 

• A llream of nefiarous humour iflping flow'd 

' Sanguin, fuch as celeOial fpirits may oleed— - 

• Yet foon he heal'd, for fpirits that live throughout, 

• Vital in ev'ry part, not as frail man 

• In entrails, head or heart, liver or reins, 
' Cannot but by annihilating die. 

Ariftotle^ cap, 26. Art. Pojt. excufes Homer for fol- 
lowing fame and common opinion in his account of the 
Gois, though no way agreeable to truth. The religion 
of thofe times taught no other notion^ of the Deity than 
that the God^ were beings of human forms and paflion?; 
fo that any but a real Anihropomorphite would probably 

have 
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Pure Emanation ! uncomipted flood ; 
Unlike our grofa, di£eas'd> tcrreftrial blood : 

(For 

havepaffed among the ancient Greeks for an impious 
heretic : Thej thought their religion, which wxyfhipptd 
*lhe Gods in ifhages of human mape, was much nMte 
refine^ and rational than that of JEgypt and other na* 
tions, who adored them in animal or monftrous forms. 
And certainly Gods of human (liape cannot juftly be 
eileemed or defcribcd other wife, than as a celettial race, 
fnperior only to mortal men by greater abilities and a 
more eaCtenfive degree of wifdom and ilrength, fubje<^ 
however to the neceffary inconvenienciesconfequent to 
corporeal beings. Cicero^ m his book de nat, Deor, urges 
this confequence ftronglv again(l the Epicmeans who, 
though they depofed rhcGods from any power in creating 
or governing the world, yet maintained theirexiftence in 
human forms. Han enimfeniitis quam mult a mobiifuf* 
cipiendafunf^ /f impetnrveritis ut cor ce damns eandem 
effe hominum & Deorum fyuram 5 tmnis culti^ & cura^ 
iio corporis erit eadem adhlhenda Deo qua adkibeiur hfh- 
mint, ingreffus, curfiis, accubath, inclination filfio, com^ 
prelienfiOi ad exiremum efinmfermo & oratio- Nam 
quod& mares Deos^fceminasejfedieitis^quidfequatur 
*videtis. 

Thisparttcular of the wounding of Tenus feems to be 
a fifiion oi Homer*s own braia, naturally deducible from 
the do^rine of corporeal GpHis above mentioned ; and ' 
confidered as poetry, noway (hdcking. Yet our Author, 
as if he hadfo'-efeenfomeobjtdlion, has very artfully in- 
ferted a jullification of this bold liroke, in the fpeech 
Dione foon after makes td Venus, For as it was natural 
to comfort her daughter, by putting her in mind that 
many other DeitKes had received as ill treatment from 
mortals by the permiffion of Jupiter ; fo it was of great 
ufe to the Poet> to enumerate thot'e ancient fables to the 
fame purpofe, which being then generally aflfented to 
might obtain credit for his own. This fine remark be- 
longs to Eufiathiut, 

v. 424. Unlike our gro/s, dijeasd^ t err ejl rial blood, 
&c.] The opinion of the' incorruptibility of celeftial mat- 
ter feems to have been received in the time of Homer, 
For he makes the immortality of" the Gvxis to depend 
upon the incorruptible nature of the nutriment by which 
they are fullainea: as the mortality of men to proceed 

' ftom 
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(For not the bread of man tlieir life fuftains^ 425 
Nor vine's inflaming juice fupplies tbcir veins. ) 
With tender (hrieks the Goddefs fill'd the place, 
And dropt her offspring from her weak embrace. 
Him Pbmhus took : He cafls a cloud around 
llie fainting chief, and wards the mortal wound. 450 

Then with a voice thai (hook the vaulted fkies, 
The King infults the Goddefs as fhe flies. 
lU with yove*6 daughter bloody fights agree. 
The field of combat is no fcene for thee : 
Go, let thy own-foft fex employ thy care, 435 

Go lull the coward, or .delude the fair. 
Taught by this droke, renounce the war's alarms. 
And learn to tremble at the name of arms. 

TyJides thus. The Goddcfc, feiz'd with dread, 
Confus'd, di(lra£led, from the conflict fled. 440 

To aid her, fwift the winged Iris flew. 
Wrapt in a mi ft above the warring crew. 
The Queen of Love with faded charms (he found. 
Pale was her cheek, and livid look'd the wound. 
To Mars^ who fate remote, they bent their wayj 445 
Far on the left, with clouds involved, he lay ; 
^efide him flood his lance, diftain'd with gore. 
And, rein'd with gold, hts foaming fteeds before. 
I.0W at his knee, fhe begg'd, with ftreaming eyes, 
Her brother's car to mount the diflant fkies, 450 

And 

from the corruptible matcriaU of which they areraa(7e, 
and by which they are nouriifted. We have feveral 
ioOances in hiro from whence this may bs inferred, as 
when Diomed queftions Glaucus if he be a God or a 
mortal, he adds, Cfne nvfio is fuftaintJ by the fruits 0/ 
the earth* Lib. 6. v. 175. 

.V.449. 
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And (hcw'd the wound by fierce Tydides given, 

A mortal man who dares encounter heav'n. 

Stern Mart attentive hears the Queen complain. 

And to her hand commits the golden rein : 

She mounts the feat, opprefs'd with filent woe, 455 

Driv'n by the Goddefs of the painted bow." 

The lafh refounds, the rapid chariot flics, 

And in a moment fcales the lofty fkies. 

There ftopp'd the car, and there the courfers flood. 

Fed by fair Iris with ambroGal food. 460 

Before her niother, Love's bright Queen appear?, 

0*erwhclm'd with anguifli, and dlffolv'din tears; 

She rais'd her in her arms, beheld her bleed. 

And afkM what God had wrought this guilty deed ? 

Then fhe ; this infult from no God I found, 465 
An Impious mortal gave the daring wound \ ^ 
Behold the deed of haughty Diomedl 
^Twas in the fon's defence the mother bled. 
The war with Troy no more the Grecians wage j 
But with the Gods (th* immortal Gods) engage. 47a 

Dlone then. Thy wrongs with patience bear. 
And (hare thofc griefs Inferior powers mud (hare ; 

V. 449. Lo'W at kh kneejhp. heg^dA All the former 
Engliflb tranflators make 'M^efellon her knees, an over- 
fignt occafioned by the want of a competent knowledge 
in antiouities, (without which no man can tolerably un- 
derltana this author) for the cuftom of praying on the • 
knees was unknown to the Greeks, and in ufe only 
among the Hebre'ws, 

V. S7*' And Jhare thofe griefs inferior powers mujf 
own 1 The word inferior is added by the tranflator, to 
open the dirt inftion Homer makes between the Divinity 
itfelf, which he reprefents impaflible, and the fubordi- 
uate celtftial beings or fpirits. 

Unnujnbcr'd 
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UnnamberM woes mankind from us fuftain. 
And men with woes a&i£l the Gods again. 
The mighty Mafs in mortal fetters bound, 475 

And lodged in brazen dungeons under ground. 
Full thirteen moons imprifonM roared in vain ; 
Oius and Ephialtes held the chain : 
Perhaps had perifli'd, had not Hermes* care 
Reftor'd the groaning God to upper air. 480 

Great ^tfffo's felf has borne her weight of pain, 
Th' immortal partner of the heavenly reign ; 
Amphttrj(m*% Ton infix'd the deadly dart. 
And fill'd with anguifh her immortal heart. 
E'en hell's grim King Akides* pow'r confeft, 485 
The ihafc found entrance in his iron breaft, 

V, 475. The mighty Mars, 6?c.] Homer in rhefe 
fablcp, as upon many oiber occafions, makes a great (how 
of his theolof>ica] learning, which was the manner of 
all the Greeks who had travelled into Egypt, Thofc 
who would fee thefe allegories explained at large, may 
confult Euflathius on this place, f^irgi/ tpcsiks much in 
the fantie figure, when he defer ibes the happy peace 
with which Auguftus had bled the world : 

— Furor impius intus 

Sa^afedens Juper arma, & centum vinous ahenis 

Pqft tergum nodis^ f remit horridus ore cruento, 

v. 479. Perhaps had peri/b'd,"] Some of Homer's cei^' 
furers have inferred from this paffage, that the Poet re- 
prefents his Gods fubjeft to death ; when nothing b»t 
great mifery is here defcribed. It is a common way of 
^ech to ufe perdition and dcflruftion for misfortune. 
The language of fcripture calls eternal punifliment ^^- 
rijhing everlaftitigly. There is a remarkable pafTage to 
this purpofe in Tacitus^ An. 6. which very livelily re- 
prefents the miferable flate of a diftra^ed tyrant: It is 
the beginning of a Letter from Tiberius to the Senate : 
^idjcribam nfobis P, C, aut quomodo fcribam^ aut quid 
cmnino nonfcribam hoc tempore^ Dii me Dcafue pejus 
perdant quam perire quotidie fentio^Jifcio^ 

To 
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To Jove*% bigk palaeo fbr a cure he flerf^ 
Pietc'd in his own ddimftions of the dead \ 
Where Pakn^ fpiiiiUmg heatfnly balm aroulnd^ 
Afrua|;'d the glowing pangsyamd cWd the ^oand.49& 
Ra(h impious matt ! , to ftatn thd bkft abodes^ 
And drench his arrows in the blood of Gods ! 
But thot> (iho' Pt^kis urg'd «hy frantic de^d) 
Whofc fpear ill-fated makes a Goddefs bleed^ 
Know thou^whoe'^er with heavenly pow V cont<$ftd8^4$5 
Short is his date, and fooA his glory ends ; 
From fields of desth when laie he fhall retire. 
No infant on his knees (haU call him Sire. 
Strong as thou art, fomc God may yek be foitnd, 
To (tretch thee pale a<i^ gafping on the gtound ; 506 

Thy 

V. 49S. iVb infant on hh knees fhall call him Shf.'] 
This is Homer*s manner of fo>e(ell!ng thai he Oiall pd- 
rifli unfortunately in battle, which is infinitely a more 
artful way of conveying: that thought than by adire^ cx- 
preSfRon. He docs not Um^ply fay, h^ Ihall never return 
fom the war, but intimates »s much by defcribirig the 
lofs of the moll fenfible and aflfe(5iin^ pleasure ihart a 
warrior can receive at his return. Of the like nature is 
the prophecy at the end of this fpeech of the hero's 
death, by reprefenting. it in adieam of his wife's. There 
are many fine firoke., of this kind in the prophetical 
|xirts of the OVi I'cftament. Nothing is more natnral 
than Dionis forming thofe imajges of revenge upon 
Diomedy the hope of which vengeancef was fo proper a 
topicof confolation to /^(f';tMj. 

V. 500. To Jl retch ihee pdle^ &c ] Virgil has taken 
notice of this threatening denuuciiition of vengea>ic«, 
though fulfilled in a different manner, where Diomed 
in his anfwertothe Embaffador of King Lafinus ffixa- 
merates his misfortunes, and imputes the eaufe of them 
to tliis in:>ptous attempt upon ^^ff;^ J. JEnsid, lib. Ii. 

Jnvidiffe Decs pairiis ut reddiiut oris 

Conjugium optatum (^ pulchram Calydona vid^r^m ? 

Nunc 
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Thy diftaot wife, JEgiale the fair. 
Starting from deep with a diftraf^ed air. 
Shall roufe thy (laveSy and her loft Lord deplore, 
The brarc, the great, the glonons, now no more I 

Thi» iaid, (he wip'd from Venut* wounded palm 505 
The facred Ichor ^ and infus'd the balm. 
Juno and PaiUti with a fmik furvey'd. 
And thus to ^inv began the blue*ey'd maid. 

Permit thy daughter, gracious Jove I to tell 
How this mifchance the Cyprian Queen befel. 510 
As late (he try'd with paffion to inflame 
The tender bofom of a Grecian dame, 
AUor'd the fair with moving thoughts of joy. 
To quit her country for fomc youth of Troy ; 
The ckfping Zone, with golden buckles bound, 515 
Raz'd her foft hand with this lamented wound. 

Snnc tiiam hortbili vifu portent a fequunlur s 
Et Jbcii amijfi pctiirunt aquo*a pennis : 
FluminibufyuJ *v^gantur aves {h^'u dira mcoy^m 
SuppMnf tS fc^aios lacfjm'i/h 'V'fcihUsiffipLnf, 
Jiac a-ie^ex ilhmikijam jpir<ir.dajutrp>:i 
^tempore, cuntft'trn cahftia corpora dcmens 
Appttit^ & Veneris vioiat't vulnere d^xirafn^ 

V. 50!. Thy diflani ivi/e.] The Poet feems here to 
compliment the fair fex at the expence of truth, by 
concealing the charaft;?r of Mgiale^ whom he has de- 
Tcribed viiih the difpofition of a faithful wife; though 
the hiftory of thofc tun^s reprcfents her as an abandon- 
ed proltitute, who gave up her o^^•n p*rfon and her 
hufbinci's cro^n to her lover. So thar /)/W^i/ at his 
return from Trqy, when he expefled to be received wirh 
all the tf nderncfs of a loving fpoufe, found his bed and 
throne pofiefled by an adulterer, was, forced to fly his 
country, and feek refuge and fubfiUence in foreign 
lands. Thu« the offended Goddefs executed her vcnge* 
ance by the proper effcdts cf her own power, by involv- 
ing the hero in a feries of misfortunes proceeding from 
the iacontiiienccof bis wife. 

The 
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The Sire of Gods and men fuperior fnnil'd, 

And, calling Fenus, thus addreft his child. 

Not 

V. 517 The Sire of Gods and men fuperior fmird.l 
One n.ay oDfi rvt the decorum and decency our Author 
conliiintly p'clrrves on this occafiou: Ji-'piter oi\\y fmiles^ 
the other Gods laugh out, Th it Homer wa? no enemy 
to mirth may apjjear from feveral places of his poem ; 
which, fofenou.«. as it is,r interfperled with many gaie- 
ties, indeed more than he has been followed in by the 
fucceeding Ep'c poets. M/V/ow, who was perhaps fonder 
of him than the reft, has given moil into the ludicrous ; 
of v^hlch hir Paradife ff Foots in the third book/ano his 
jejiivg arigels m the nxth, are txtrordinary inOances. 
Cpon the confuT-on of Eabdy he fa}s there vi'dsgrcaf 
laughter in kca<vrn: w. Homer calls ihe laughter of the- 
Gods in the firft book oiff&tcrloq yiT^ayy an inexiingui/hahle 
laugh: But the icrlpture might perhaps embolden the 
Englifh Poet, vshich fay?, Ihe hordjhall lauph them to 
[corn, and the like. Ptai^ is very angry at Homer for 
making the Teities laugh, as a hith indectn.y and of. 
ftncc !oj;rHvhy,_ Jtis faAwUi^ G0Q8 in our Auth.">r re- 
prefent maglftrates and perfons in aulhorUv, and are 
defigned a: examples of ^uch.: On this fuppofition, he 
blames him for propofmg immoderate laughter as a 
thing decent in great men. I forgot to take notice in 
its proper place, that the epithet, inextinguifhabk' is not 
to be taken literally for diffolute or ceaielefs mirth^ 
but was only a phrafe of that tin^e to fign.fy cheerful- 
nefs and feafonable gaiety s i" the fame manner as we 
row fay, io die 'with laughter^ vNithout being underftood 
to be in danger of dying wiUi it.^ l he place, time and 
occalion weie all agreeable to mirth: It was at a ban- 
quet ; and Plato hirafelf relates feveral things that oa ft 
at the banquet of 4o^tf/^3«, vvhich had not been either 
decent or rational at any other feafon. The fame may 
befaidofthe prefent paffage: raillery could never be 
more natural than when two of the female fex had an 
opportunity of triumphing over arother >^hom they 
hated, //bw^r makes wifdom herfelf not able, even in 
the prefence of Jupiter, to refift the temptation. She 
breaks into a ludicrous fpeech, and the fupreme being 
himftlfvouchfafes a fmile at it. But this (as Eu/fa-' 
//^/'.VJ remarks) is not introduced without judgment and 
precaution. For vse fee he makes Mnier'va fiilt beg 
lupittr^ permiflion for this piece of freedom, Peimil 
' thy 
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Not thcfc, O daughter, are thy proper cares. 
Thee milder arts befit, and fofttr wars ; 520 

Sweet fmiles are thine, and kind endearing charms. 
To Mars and Palltu leave the deeds of arms. 

Thns they in h.eav'n : While on the plain below 
The fierce Tydides charg'd his Dardan foe, 
Flufh'd with celeftial blood purfu'd his way, 525 
And fearlefs dar'd the threat'ning God of day ; 
Already in his hopes he faw him kill'd. 
The' fcreen'd behind ApoUo\ mighty fhield. " 
Thrice nifliing furious at the chief he ftrook ; 
His blazing buckler thrice Apollo (hook ; 330 

He try'd the fourth: when breaking from the cloud, 
A more than mot t<^l voice was heard aloud. 

O fon of TydeusyC^dS^ ! be wife, and fee 
How vaft the difference of the Gods and thee ; 
Diftance immenfc ! between the powers that (hinc 535 
Above, eternal, deathlefs, and divine. 
And mortal man ! a wretch of humble birth, 
A fhort-liv'd reptile in the dull of earth. 

So fpoke the God who darts celedial fires ; 
He dreads his fury, and fome fleps retires. 540 

Then 

ihy daughter^ gracious Jove: in which he afks the reader's 
leave 10 enliven his narration with this piece of gaiety.* 
V. 540. He drea'ls kis fury^ and fome Jieps retires.^ 
Diomtd ftill raainrains his intrepid chara6tcr ; he retires 
but a JlFp or f^wo even from Apollo, 'I'he conduct cf 
Homer is remarkably jutt and rational here. He gives 
Diomed no fort of advantage over y^/)<?//^,.becau?e he 
would not feigii what wa& intirely increaible, and what 
no allegory could juftify. He wounds P'enus , nd Mat^s^ 
as it is morally poffible to overcome the irregular paf- 
fions which are reprefented by thofc Dtitles. But it is 
impolTible to v;»nquifli Apnlb/m whatloever cajjacity he 
is con lidded, either as \hi:SunoT as D^Jiiny. One n>ay 
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Then Phahus bore the chief of Venus^ race 
To Troy's high fane, and to his holy place ; 
Luaona there 6nd Phabe beal'd the tvouiid, 
With vigour armM him, and with glory crown*d. 
This done, the patron of the Silver boW 54-5 

A phantom raisM, the fame in fhape and (hbtt 
Wi^ih grreat JEneas ; fuch the form he bore, 
And fuch in fight the radiant arms he ^orc. 
Around the fpcdre Ubody wJirs arc wag*d, 
And Greece and Tros^ with c]a(hing (hidds cwgag'<S.55fe 
Mean-time on //fon's tow'r Apollo ftood. 
And calling Mars^ thus \\)[g*^ tht »i»J^ing God. 

ihoot at the fun, but not hurt him \ and one may Hrive 
againft delliny, but not furraount ft. kufiafhius, 
, V, 54^. A phantom rnh*ei.\ The fiftion of a God's 
placing a phantom inHead of ihe hero, to delude rhe 
e:iemy and continue the engagement, means- no more 
thin that the enemy^ thought he was in the battle. This \i 
the language of Poetry, which prefers a marvellous fic- 
tion to a plain and fimple truth, th^ recilal whereof 
would be cold and unaff^eting. 1 hiis Minerva's guid- 
ing a javelin, fignifi^s only that it was thrown with art 
and dexterity; Mars taking upon him the fh'pe of 
Acamas^ that the courage ofAcwnas excited him ic do 
fo, and in like manner of the reli. The prcfent pafTage 
h copied by Virgil in the tenth JEntid, where the fpedtr^ 
t>i Aneas is raited by Junn or the Air^ as it is here by 
Apollo or the Sun\ both equallv proper to be employed 
in forming an apparition. ' Whoerer will compare the 
fwo authors on this fuLj«el, will olferve with what ad- 
mirable art, and what exquifne oniamenrs, ihe later 
has improved and be-.utifieahis orig-.naK S(aliger/\n 
comparing thefe places, hasabfurdly ctniured the phan- 
tom of Ho7?ier for its ina^ivity; vhereas it was only 
formed 10 re;:r€fcnt the hero lying on the ground, with- 
out any appear ancTe of life or motion. Spencer m the 
eighth canto of the third book feems ro have improved 
this imaginatio)», in the creation of his lalfe /VoW/wf/, 
who performs all the fun(5li on s of hfe, and gitcs occii- 
fion tor many adventures, 

>SterB 
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Stern pow'r of ^rosy by whom the mighty faU> 
Who bathe in blopd^ apd (hake th' embattel'd.wall * 
Rife in thy wrgth! tq hell's abhorr'd abo4e8. 555 
pifpatch yoD' Greei^ and vindicate the Gods, 
Firft rofy Fenut felt His. brutal rage ; 
Me next he charg'dy i^id dares all heav'n engage. 
The wretch would, brav^ high hes^'n's immor^ fire* 
His triple thMnder» an4 his bolts of fire* 560 

The go4 of b^ttl^ ifiUes on the plain, 
Stirs all t))e ranks* and fires the Trcjan train: 
In form Hk,e Acamas^ the Thraci^n guide, 
Enrag'd, tq. Trofs retinng chiefs he cryM.: 

How long, ye fons ol Priam \ will ye fly, ^6$ 
An^dunrevcng'd, ht.Prwm*s people die? 
Still unrc0fted. fli^l the foes deftroy. 
And ftretch the flaughter to the gates of Troj ? 
Lo ! brave JEncas finks beneath his wound. 
Not god-like HeSlor more in arms renown'd : 570 
Hafte all, and take the gen'rous warrior's part. 
He faid ; new courage fwell'd each hero's heart. 
Sarpedon fird ^l^ ardent fgul exprefs'd. 
And, tum'd to HeSor^ thefe bold words addrcfs'd. 
- Say, Chief, is all thy ancient valour Iqft, 575 
Where are thy threats, and where thy glorious boaft. 

That 

V. 575. Tbsfpcech (^/'Sarpedon to Heftor.] It will bo 
hard to Mnd a fpcech more warm and fpirited than this 
oi i^ot-pedon^ or which comprehend'^ (b much in fo few 
v.ords. Nothing could be fo artfully^ thought upon to 
pique Heiior who was fo jealous of his country's glory, 
than to tell him he had formerly conceived too great a 
no'-ion of the Trojan valour ; and to exaU the auxiliaries 
above his count; ymen. The dcfcription iS'«.';;>f.a'<?/i gives 
of the little concern or interell himfelf hnd in the war, 
ia oppofiiiou to the necfcfhty and imminent danger of 
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That propt alone by Prian^s race (hould Hand 
T'roy^s facred walls, nor need a foreign hand ? 
Mow, now thy country calls her wanted friends. 
And the proud vaunt in juil derifion ends. 580 

Remote they (land, whi^e alien troops engage, 
Like trembling hounds before the lion's rage. 
Far diftant hence I held my wide command. 
Where foaming Xanthus laves the Lycian land. 
With ample wealth (the wi(h of mortals) bleft 585 
A beauteous wife, and infant at her bread; 
With thofe I left whatever dear could be.; 
Greece^ if (he conquers, nothing wins from me. 
Yet firft in fight my Lycian bands I chear, 
And long to meet this mighty man ye fear, 590 
While HeBor idle Hands, nor bids the brave 
Their wives, their infants, and their altars fave. 
Halle, warrior, hafte ! preferve thy threatened (late ; 
Or one vaft burft of all-involving fate 
Full o'er your tow'rs (hall fall, and fweep away 595 
Sons, fires and wives, an undiilinguifh'd prey. 
Rouze all thy Trojans^ urge thy aids to fight ; 
Thefe claim thy thoughts by day, thy watch by night: 
With force incefTanl the brave Greehs o^^o{t ; 
Such cares thy friends deferve, and fuch thy foes. 600 

Stung to the heart the gcn'rous He8or hears. 
But juH reproof with decent filence bears. 

rheTrojans, greatly flrengthens this preferencre, and lays 
the charge very homeuvon their honour. In the latter 
parr, whcb prcfcribes Hc^or his duty, theie is a parti- 
cular reprimand, in telling him how much it behoves 
him ro anirnate and encourage the auxiliaries ; for thisjs 
10 fay in other words, you fhould exhort them, and 
they are forced on the contrary to exiiort you. 

From 
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From hit proud car the Prince impetoous fprings ; 
On earth he leaps ; his brazen armour ring^ 
Two fhining fpears are brandifliM in his hands ; 605 
Thas arm'd, he animates Uis drooping bands. 
Revives their ardour, turns their fteps from flight. 
And wakes anew the dying flames of fight. 
They turn, they ftand. The Greeks their fury dare, 
Condenfe their powers, and wait the growing war. 610 

As when, on Cem! facred floor, the Twain 
Spreads the wide fan to clear the golden grain; 
And the light chaff, before the breezes borne, 
Afcends in clouds from o£f the heapy com ; 
The grey du(^, rifing with colle^^ed winds, 615 

Drives o'er the bam, and whitens all the hinds. 
So white with duft the Grecian hofl appears. 
From trampling fleeds, and thund'ring charioteers. 
The dufky clouds from laboured earth arife. 
And roll in fmoaking volumes to the fkies. 620 
Mars hovers o'er them with his fable fhield. 
And adds new horrors to the darkened field ; 
Pleas'd with his charge, and ardent to fulfil 
In Troys defence ApoUo\ heav'nly will : 
Soon as from fight the bluc-cy'd maid retires, 625 
Each Trojan bofom with new warmth he fires. 
And now the God, from forth his facred fane. 
Produced JEneas to the fhouting train j 

\'. 6r I . Otres^ facred Jkor .'\ Homer calls the threfhing 
^oorfaered (fays Eit/iathmsJ nc only as it was confe- 
crated to Ceres^ but in regard of ifc« great ufe andad- 
vantage'to human kind ; in which fenfealfohe frequent- 
ly gives the lame epithet to ciites.^ &c. This fimile is of 
an- ezquifite beauty. 

AUvc 
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Alive, uinharm'd, with all his peers around) 
Ered he.ftood, and vigorous from his wound ; 630 
Emj^iries none. they made; the dreadful day 
No paufe of wordd admits, no dull delays ; 
Fierce Oi/cord HormB, Apoik bud exclaims, 
Fam€ ci^'^i Mian tbunders^^aud the field^s in flames. 
Stera Diomed'm^ either Aja» Hood, 635 

And great Ulxfft* bath'd in hoilile blood. 
Embody My. cWdy the labVing Grecian train 
The fierceft (hock of charging hofts fuflain ; 
Unmof 'd andiitent, the whole war they wait. 
Serenely dreadful, and as ^m*^ as fate. 640 

So when th' embattled clouds in dark array 
Along the ikiee their gloomy lines difplay, 

When 

V. 641. So ivhenth* embattled clouds i] This fi mile 
contains as proper. a comparjfon, a ud as fine a pi^re 
of nature, a$ any in Horner:^ However it is ra be reared, 
the beauty ai)d propriety of it will not be very obvious 
to many readers, becaufe it is thedefcriptioii of a natu- 
ral jippearance whichthcy have not had an opportunity 
to remark, and \^h^ch can be obferved onjy in a moun- 
tainous country. It happens frequently in very calm 
ueather, that the atroofphere is charged with tb.ck va-i 
pours, vhofe gravity is fuch that they neither rife nor 
fall, but remain poized in the air at a certain height, 
where they continue frequently forleveral days toge- 
ther. In a plain country this occafions no other vifible 
appearawce, but of an uniforna clouded (ky ; but in a 
hilly region ihefe vapours arc to be feen covering the 
tjops, and ftretched along the fides, of the mountains; 
the clouded parts above being terminated and diftin- 
guiihed from the clear parts below by a ftrait line run- 
ning parciUel to the horizon, as far as the mountains ex- 
tend. The whole compafs of nature cannot afford a 
nobler and more exa6V reprefentation of a numerous 
army* drawn up in; line of battle, and exp^6ting the 
charge. 1 he long extended even front, the clofencfs of 
the ranks, the firmntfs, order, and filence of the whole, 
are-flU drawn with great refemblance in this one corn- 
par Ifon. 
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When BOW the North his boift'rous rage has fpetit» 
And peaceful deeps the liquid element^ 
The low-hong vapoiirS) motlonlefs and ftiH, 645 

Reft on the fu'mmits of the (haded hill ; 
'Till the mafs fcatters as the winds arife* 
DifpersM and broken thro* the ruffled fkies. 
Nor was tlie General wanting to his train, 
From troop to troop he toiU thro' all the plain. 6^m 
Ye Greeity be men ! the charge of battle bear ; 
Your brave alTociates, arid yourfelvts revere !• 

purifon. The Poet adds, that this apperirapce is while 
Boreas and other boifterous windit, which difperfe and 
break the clouds, are laid afleep. This fa as exaCi as h is 
poetical ; for when the wind? arife, this regular order is, 
loon diflblved. This circumOance is added to the de- 
fcription, as an ominous anticipation of the flight and 
diffipati-n of the (rr^f^j, which foon enfued when Mars 
and Hedor broke in upon rhem. 

V. 651. Yii Greeks, be men^ &c ] If Horner^ in the 
longer fpeethesof the Iliad, 'ays all that could be faid 
by eloquence, in thelhorter he fays all that can be faid 
with judgment. Wh ttev^r fome few modern Critics 
have thought, it will be found upon reflevflion, that the 
length or brevity of his fpeeches is determined as the 
dccafions either allow leiljre or demand halle. Th's 
concife oration of j^gamewnonM a mj^fter piece in *fhe 
Laconic way. 'fhe exigence required he (h mid fay 
foToething very poA'erful, and no time was to be lofK 
"He thereto e warms theirave and the timorous hy OTie 
and thf f^m^ exhortation, which at on-.e movj? by the 
love of glory, and the fear of dea'-h. It is fhort and 
full, like that of the brave Scotch General under Guf- 
ia'vus, who, upon 6ght of 'h* enemy, faid only this; 
See ye thofi lad^ ? Eith'^r fell them, or they'll fell you, 

V. 652. Tour bra've ajfictates.and yourfj'ves ?'en.*ere,'\ 
ThisnoWe exhortatioti of Agamemnon is correfpondent 
to the wife fcheme of Sr/ior iu the fccond btx>k : whtre 
he advifed lo rank the fol^iers of the fam*- nation tOi*ei^ 
ther, that being known to each other, all might he in- 
cited either by a gencious emulation or a decent ihame. 
Spondanut, . ^ 

VoL.ir. ■■' c \.e. 
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Lttgbnoat ads laore glorioot ads iofpire^ 
And citch from breaft to breaft the noUe fire& 
On ▼alour's fide the odds of combat lie, 65; 

The brave live gloriousy or lamented die ; 
The wretch who trefabks in the field of fame, 
Meeu deaths and, woife than death, eternal fiiame.^ 

Thefe words he feccmds with hie flying lance. 
To meet whofe point was ftrong Deicoon^t dianee; 6<$9 
JSneas* ftiead^ and in his native pkce 
Honour'd and bv'd like Priam^i royal race : 
I^ong had he fought the foremoft in the field ; 
But now the m<)narch's lance tranfpierc'd bis fhield. 
His (hield too weak the furious dart to day, 66§ 
Thro* his broad belt the weapon forc'd its way ; 
The grizly wound difmifs'd his foul to hell. 
His arms around him rattlec] as he fell. 

Thcii fierce Mneas^ brandifhkng his blade. 

In dud Orfiloehus and Crethon laid, 670 

Whofe fire Diocleos^ wealthy, brave and great, 

In well-built Phera held his lofty feat : 

Sprung from Alpheus^ plenteous ftream, that yields 

Encreafe of harvefts to the PyVian fields : 

He got Orfiloehus^ D'tdckus he, 675 

And thefe defcended in the third degree* 

Too early expert in the martial toil. 

In fable fhips they left their native foil, 

T' avenge Atrides : Now, untimely flatn. 

They fell with glory on the Phrygtan plain. 680 

So two young mountain lions, nnrs'd with blood 

In deep receflesofthe gloomy wood, 

Rufii feariefsto the plains, and uncontroul'd 

Depopulate the ftalls and wafte the fold \ 

'TiU 
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'Tillpicrc*d at diftamce from their nativt den, 685 
O'crpowcr'd tbcy faM beneath the force of men. 
Frofttate on earth their beaateous bodies lay^ 
Like mountain firs, as talf and Araight as they^ 
Great MenelOks Tiews wuh pkying eyes. 
Lifts hit bright lance, and at the vidlor ^m'y ^90 
Mars org*d hirb «n ; yet, ruthlcfs \n his hate, 
The God bat trrg'd him to provoke his fate. 
He thus advancmg, Nejhr'% vah'ant fon 
Shakes for his danger, and negleds his own ; 
Struck with the thought, fhould Hekn*% lord be flain. 
And all his Country^s glorious labpurs vain. 696 
Already met the threatening heroes, ftand ; * 

The fpears already tremble in their hand ; 
In rulh'd Anttlocbus^\\\s aid to bring. 
And fall or conquer by the Spartan King. ^ 700 

V. ^591. Mars ur^d hhno ft. \Thh is another inftance, 
to ^'hat has been m general obferTed in the difcourfd 
on the hstlles of Homer ^ of his artful manner of making 
us meafure one hero by another. We have here an ex- 
a€l fcale of the valour of &neas and of Mcnelaus ; ho w^ 
much tlie former outweighs the latter, appears bv what 
is faid of M<jr/ in thefe lincis, and by 'he necf(Ti:y of 
Aniilochuss, aflfilling Menelatis : as afterwards what 
o/erbalance that affiflance g4ve him, by ^incai*^ re- > 
treating from them both. How very nicely are the fe 
degrees marked on either band! This knoALdge of 
the difference which nature itfclf ft t.^ between one and 
another, makes our Author neither blame thefe two 
heroes, for going againit one, who wa>fuperior to each 
of them in ftrengtn ; northat one, for retiring frpm 
yjo h, when their conjiu-.dion made them an overmatch 
to him. There is.grcat juiigment in all this. 

V. 696. And all his country s gloi ious lalours 'vnht.'\ 

For (as /fgamemnon^^\d in the fourth book upon Mr w- 

hui'B being^^vounded) if he were (lain, the vsar would 

' be at an etid. and the Greeks think only of returning, to 

their country; Spon Janus, 
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Thcfc feen, the Dardan backward turn'd hiscourfey 
Brave as he was, and (hunn'd unequal force. 
The breathlefs bodies to the Greeh they drew ; 
Then mix in combat, and their toils renew. 

Firft Pylamenes\ great in battle, bled, 705 

Who (heath M in brafs the Paphlagonians led. 
^/nW« mark'd. him, where (ubliTie he ftood ; 
FixM in his throat, the javelin drank his blood. 
The ^ithful Mydon^ as he turnM from fight 
His flying courfers, funk to endlefs night : 710 

A broken rock by Ne/lor\ fon was thrown ; 
His bended arm receiv'd the falling Hone, 
Froi?: his numb'd hand the iv*ry (ludded reins, 
Dropt in the duft, are trail'd along the plains : 
Mean-while his temples feel a deadly wound 5 7 (5 
He. groans in death, and pond'rous finks to ground : 
Deep drove his helmet in the fands, and there 
The head ftood fix'd, the quiv'ring legs in air : 
'Till trampled flat beneath thecourfers feet 
The youthful viAor mounts his empty feat, 720 
And bears the prize in triumph to the fleet. 

Great Hedor faw, and raging at the view 
Pours on the Creeks / The Trojan troops purfuc : 
He fires his hoft with animating cries, 
And brings along the Furies ol the fkies ! 725 

Many ilern deftroyer I and Bellona dread. 
Flame in the fronts and thunder at their head, 

V 7-26. Mars, /ien fPJ?rnyet\^c.^ 7!ifre is a great 
roblenefs m thif^ pr-tr.^'e : With v^hat pomp \^Hcaor 
fiitrodured into »he b;Utl-, whee f^arx and Brllona are 
hi" atrenda- ts ? The ret ie.it of Diftmed is no lefs be;»u- 
tjful ; Mirwrvo h.id renjov'd tlie mitt from hip eyes, and 
he immeMiaiHy difcovers Mars affilHng HcSior, ^His 
^^^M|e oii.tMs occrrrion i? finely imaged by that of the 
^i**^ "V vn rile ludden fight of the.river. 



1 
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This fwells the tumult, and the rage of fight ; 
That (hakes a fpear that catls a dreadful h'ght ; 
Where Heffor march'd, the God of battles fhin'd, 730 
Now ftorm'd before him, and now raged behind. 

Tytftihs paus'd amid (I his full career ; 
Then fir ft the Hero's manly breaft knew fear. 
As when fome fimple fwain his cot forfakes. 
And wide thro' fens an unknown journey taktfs, 735 
If chance a fwelling brook his paffage ftay, 

- And foam impervious crofs the wand'rcr's way, 
Confiis'd he flops, a length of country paft. 
Eyes the rough waves, and tir*d, returns at laft. 
Amaz'd no Icfs the great Tydides ftandf:; 749 

He flay'd, and turning, thus addrefs'd his bands : 
No wonder, Greeks ! that all to -^f<9or yield. 
Secure of fav'ring Gods, he takes the field ; - 
His ftrokes they fecond, and avert our fpears : 
Behold where Mars, in mortal arms, appears ! ' 745 
Retire then, warriors, but fedate and flow $ 

Retire, but with your faces to the foe. 

Truft not too much your unavailing might ; 

'Tis not with Troy^ but with the Gods ye fight. 
Now near the Greeks the black battalions drew; 750 

And firft' two Leaders valiant HeSor flew. 

His force Atichialus and Mnejlhes found. 

In ev'ry art of glorious war renownM ; 
.In the fame car the chiefs to combat ride, 

And fought united, and united dy'd, 7 cc 

Struck at the fight, the mighty Ajax glows 

With thirft of vengeance, and afl*ault8 the foes. 

His mafly fpear with matchlefs fury fent, 

Thro* Amphiui* belt and heaving belly went.: 

C 5 iltnjftiui 
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Amphius Apufus* happy foil poffefsM, 760 

With herds abounding, and with tref^ure bkfs'd \ 

But Fate rcfiftlefs from his country led 

The chief* to periih at his people's head. 

Shook with his fall his brazen armoun>rung. 

And fierce, to feizeit, conquering Ajtm fprting: 765* 

Around his head an iron temped rain'd \ 

A wood of fpears his ample iliteld fuftainM ; 

Beiieath one foot the yet-warm corpfe he preft. 

And drew his jav 'tin from the bleeding breaft i 

He could no more.; iheihowVii^ darlis deny'd 770 

']^o fpeil his glitt'nng liraiSy and pkuny pride. 

New foes d) foes -came poming on the fields^ ^ 

'With brillling kincesi and tompa£ied fiuelds \ ' 

'Till in the ilcely crrcle (Iraiten'd joundt 

Forced he gives way, and fternly quits the ground* 775 

While thus they drive, Th^okmuiiixK great, 
Urg'd by the force of unreiifted &te,^ 
Burns with defire Sarpedon*% ilrength to prove ^ 
Alcides* offspring meets the fon of Jovt. 
Sheath'd in bright arms each odverfeohtef came on, 7^0 
Jove\ great deicenxiant, and his greater fo$i« 
Prepared for combsft, ei'c the laAce he toft^ 
The daring Rhodian vents his haughty boaft. 

What brings this Jfycutm counfellor fo far. 
To tremble at our arms» not mix in wan* ? 785 

V. 7?4. TTAat brinp this Lycian counfeUor Jo far.^ 
There is a particular Sarcafm in ftlepolemus calling ^«^- 
pedon In this place ii'Sitwv Btf^n^off Lycian Counfetior^ one 
Derttcr {kiird in oratory than war; a^ he was the Governor 
of a people »k\xo had lon^ been 4n pem:e, and -probably 
(if we may j^uefsfrom tiischara^br in Hoffter^ remarlt- 
able for his fptjcches. This u rightly obferved by 
^pondaMus, thoHgh not taken notice oi by M^ Dacier. 

Know 
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Know thy vain k\(, nor let their flaU'ry more, 
' Who llyle thee fon of ^loud-coaipclUiig ^ovi. 
Hovir far uollke tho(e Chiefs of race dtTtiie» 
How Taft the diSerenoe of their deeds and thine i 
Jove got fuch heroes as my Sire« whofe foul 790 
No fi:ar coiild d^unt, nor earth, nor hell controuU 
Troy felt his arm» and yon' proiid ramparts (land 
RaisM 00 the ruins of hts vengeful hand : 
With fix fmall (bips^ and but a flender train. 
He left the town a wide deferted plain. 795 

Bilt what art thou ? who detdlefs look 'ft aronnd, 
While unreiengM thy JLycians bite the ground : 
Small aid to Troy thy feeble ^qtcc can he. 
But wert thon greater, thou mud yield to me. 
Pierc'd by my fpear to endleis darknefs go ! - 800 
I tnake this prefent to the (hades below. 

The fon of Htrcuks^ the Rhodtan guide. 
Thus haughty fpoke. The Lychn King reply'd. 

Thy Sire, O Prince ! o*ertum'd the Trojan ftate, 
Whofe perjurM Monarch well deferv'd his fate 5 805 
Thofe heav'nly fteeds the Hero fought fo far, 
Falfe he detained, the juft reward of war: 
Nor fo content, the gen'rous Chief dcfy'd. 
With bskfe reproaches and unmanly pride. 

But 

V. 792. TroY feli /us arm.} He allades to the hiftory 
of the firft deftruftion of Troy by Hercules, occafioned 
by Utomethn*a refufinj^ that Hero the horfes which were 
the reward promifed him for the delivery of his daugh«^ 
tcr Hefione. 

v. 809. With hafe reproaches and unmanly pr'ule^ 

Methinksthefe wordsxaxA; hifrafn /^^fi*; include the chief 

^ing of Sarpedon*a anfwer to TUpolemus, whi^ no Com- 

menutor that 1 remember has reiliarked. He tells him 

C4 La9medon 
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But yoii, unworthy the high race you boaft, 8io 
Shall raijSe my glory when thy own is loft t 
Now meet thy fate, and, by Smrpedon flain. 
Add one more ghoft to Pluio*% gloomy reign. 

He faid : both jav'Iins at an inftant flew : . 
Both ftruck, both wounded, but Sarpedon'% (lew : 8 15 
Full in the boaftei's neck the weapon ftood, 
Transfix'd his throat, and drank the vital bood : 
The foul difdainful feeks the caves of night, 
Arid his fcaPd eyes for ever lofe the light. 

Yet not in vain, TUpolemus^ was thro^xn 82a 
T\\y angry lance ; which piercing to the bone 
Sar/tedon^s thigh, had robb*d the Chief of breath ; 
But Jove wasprefent, and forbad the death. 
Borne from the conflidl by his Lyctati throngs 
l*hc wounded Hero dragg'd the lance atong. 825 
(His fii^nds, each bufyM in his fcv'ral part^ 
Thro* hafte, or danger, had not drawn the dart-) 
The Greeks with (lain Tlepolemtu rctirM ; 
Whoft fall UIiiJ^ss view^dr with fury fir'd ; 
Doubtful if Rove's great fon he fhould purfuc^ 830 
Or pour his vengeance on the Lycian crew. 
But heaven and fate the firft defign witbftand,. 
Norlhis great death muft. grace Uljiffes^ hand, 
Minerva drives him on the Lycian train ; 
Alajlory Chromius^ Haliusy ftrow'd the plain, 835: 

jilcandery Prytanis^ Noemort fell. 
And numbers more his fword had fent to hell :. 

Lacmedon dcfcrved hie misfortune, not only for his per- 
fidy, jiut for injuring a brave man with unmanly and 
Icandalous reproaches; alluding to thofe which TlepoUr 
vms bad juft befbre cait upon him^ 

But 
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But Hector faw; and furious at the fight, 
Rufh'd terrible amid it the ranks of fight 
With joy Sarfedon view'd the wifh'd relief, 840 
And faint, lamenting, thus implor'd the Chief. 

Oh ! fufifer not the foe to bear away 
My helplefs corpfe, an unafiifted prey. 
If I, unbleft, muil fee my fon no more. 
My much-lov'd confort, and my native (hore, 845 
Yet let me die in ///^'s facred wall: 
Troji in whofe caufe I fell, (hall mourn my fall* 

He faid, n«r He8or to the Chief replies, 
- Bnt (hakes his plume, and fierce to combat fiiesy 

Swift 

V.?48. Nf^r Heft or to fh- Chief repl'ih,'] Homer is 
ill no!hirg noor" ;«dmirable than in ihe excellent ufe he 
makes of the fiUnce of the perfons he introduces. It 
would be endhls to colled ali the ir.ftaiices of this truth 
throughout his Poem ; yet 1 cannot but put togc her 
thofe that have already occurred in the courfe of thi? 
vvork, and leave to the reader the pleafure of obferving 
it in v\hat remains. The Clenoe of the fv>o Heralds, 
^hen thev were to take Br'ifeii from Achilles in lib, i, 
of Ahichfee note 59. In the. third book, when his tells 
Helen the two rivals were to fight in her quarrel, and 
th;jr all Tfoy were (landing fpe^ators ;.ihat guilty Prin* 
ccf ' makes no anfwer, but calls a veil ovei her face, 
anddrtip^a t^ar; and vshen (lie comes juft after into 
the prefence of Pnam, (he fpeaks not, 'till >ifter he has 
in a particular manner encouraged and commanded h^. 
Paris and Menelaus being jult upon ihe point tqt-n- 
coun'.er, the latt«r d«clarcshi.s wifhes and hi>pes of con- 
cjueU tO'Heivcn ; the former, being engaged in an nn- 
juli caule, fays lot a word. In ihe fourth book, when 
Jupiter has cxprefled his delire to favour 7yq>', Juno 
declaims agninil him, but the Goddefs nf Wifdom^ 
though much concerned, ho'ds her prjace. When^^iiotf- 
mcmnon too railily reproves Diomed, that Hero remains 
filcnt, r.nd, in .the true charadttrof a rough .warrior, 
leaves it to his adlions to fpeak for hinj. In the piefcmt 
book, yxYitvi Sm pedon has reproached i/<?^<?r in an opftn 
;.nd generous n^aun«r, HtCior prdervjng the fame war- 
C 5 like 
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Swift as a whirlwind drives the ibatt'riBg fees, 8 jo 
And dyes the ground Vfith purple as he goes. 

Beneath a 'beech, y&ve*% coMfocrtted fhade^ 
His moumltil friends divine 'Sdfped&n\wL(i<i 
Brave PelagoHy \h fevVite Chief, was nigh, 
Who wrench'd the jav'lki fix)ta his finewy thigh. %^^ 
The faintingTdul ftood ready wing*d for flight. 
And o^er his eye-balls fwam the (hades of night. 
But Boreas rifing frefh, with gentle breath. 
Recalled his fpirit 'from the gates of death. 

The geta'rous Greeks recede with tardy pace, 860 
The? ilfjrx^d ffeSor thunder in their face; 

None 

like chara6^cr, returns no atofwer, but immediately haf- 
tetis to the bufmefs of the fields as healfodoes in this 
plnce, where heinftantly brings o^Sarpedon^ wirhout fa 
much as telling him he will endeavour his refcue. Chap^ 
man was not fenftble of the beauty of this, when lie 
imagined Heir's filence here proceeded from thepl^ue 
l:e had conceived at Sarpedonfor his Fate reproof or him. 
That tranflatorhas notfcrupled toinfert this opinion of 
his in a groundlcfs interpolation altogether foreign to the 
;iuthor. But indeed it is a liberty he frcouently takes^ 
to draw any palfa|;e to fome new, far-retched conceit 
of his invention; mfomuch, that very often before he 
tranflates any fpeech, to the fenfe or dcfign of which he 
eivfs fome fanciful turn of his own, he prepires it by 
Icvrral additional lines purpofelyto prepo(Ie£$ the reader 
.#f that meaning. I'hofe, who will take the trouble, 
may fee examples of this in what he fets before the 
Ij^eectiesof /fr^r, Paris and Heiena^'iti the fixth book, 
and innumerable other pfaces. 

V.'liS* But ^oTe?iS rifing fre^.'] Sarfedon*^ f^mtm^ 
at the eatraftion of the diirt, and reviving by the free 
iiii\ ihews the great judgment of our authorin thefe mat- 
ters. But how poetically has he told this truth, in raif- 
ing the God Boreas to his Hero's affiance, and ncaak« 
ing a little machine of but one line ? this manner of re- 
prefenting common things in figure and.perfon, was 
pei^aps the efTe^ of Homer* 9 JEgypiian education. 

V. 860. rht gtiirous Greeks^ ^Jf.J This flow and 

orderly 
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None tiini tlitir backs to mean igadble flighty 

Slow they retreat, and ev'n retreattog, fi^^t. 

Who firft, who laft, by Man and HtfM'h hand 

StretdiM in their bloody by gaf^gon the iand?S6; 

Taabtas the great, Or^es the renown'd 

For managed fteed«, and Trednu prefs'd the gnmod; 

Next Oeiumtmt and OtKofs* ofiapring dy'd ; 

Orejnns kift fell groaniog at their £de : 

Orefbhts^ ia hit painted mitre gay, 870 

In fat BmoHa held hit wealthy fway. 

Where laket funonnd low Hyk^ wat'ry plain ; 

A Prince and People filodiooa of their gain* 

The carnage Juao from the ikiet funrey'd, 874 
And tonchM with grief befpoke the blucM^'d maid. 

orderly retreat of the Greeks^ with their front conftantly 
turned to the enemy, is a fine encomium* both of their 
courage and difciplme. This manner of retreat was in 
ufe among the ancient LacmsUmomans^ as were aoaoy 
other martial cuftoms defcribed by Homer. This prac- 
tice took it« rife amon^ that bra^e -people from toe ap^ 
prcheiifions of being flam with a wound received in their 
backs. Such a misfortune was not only attended with 
the higheO infamy , bat they had found a way to punifh 
them who fuffereid thus even after their death, by de* 
njrinfr them (as Euftathius informs us) the rites of 
burial. 

V. 864. Whofirft^ *who Loft, by MatS:«ii^ Heaor's hoid 
Stretched in ihcirhhpd^ iqygq/pingontkefandfji 
This nunner of breaking into an interrogation, amidtt 
die defcripttoo of a battle, is what fenres very much to 
awaken the reader. It is here an invocation to the Mufe 
that prepares us for fomething uncoipmon ; Jind the 
Mufe is fuppofed immediately to aiifwer, Teuthras /A« 
greats &c. Virgil^ I thhik, has improved the ft rength of 
this figure by addreffing the apoArophe to the per(bn 
whofe exploits he is celebrating^ as to Camiila in the 
eleventh book. 

$uem tela primumy quern p^remum^ af^a Vfrgn^ 
Vejicis out qUct humi morienfia corpora fUndis / 

O fight 
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O fight accurft ! Shall faithlcfs Trtjy prerail. 
And (hall oar promife to oar people fail ? 
How Tatn the word to Mentlams giv'n 
By Jove't great daaghter and the Queen of Heav'nv 
Beneath his arms that Prlam^s tow'rs (hould fall; 880 
If warring Gods for ever gaard the wall ? 
Marty red with daughter, aids oar hated foes : 
Hafte, let us arm, and force with force oppofe! 

She fpoke ; Minerva bams to meet the war : 
And now Heaven's Emprefs caDs her blazing car. 885 

At her cbmmand ru(h forth the deeds divine ; 
Rich with immortal gold their trappings fliine. 
Bright Heife waits ; by Hehe^ ever young. 

The whirling wheels are to the chariot hung. 

On the bnght axle turns the bidden wheel 890 

Of founding brafs ; the poliHiM axle Reel. 

Eight brazen fpokes in radiant order flame ; 

The circles gold, of uncorrupted frame, 

Such as the Heavens produce : And round the geld 

Two brazen rings of work divine were roll'd, 895 

The bofly naves of folid filvcr (hone ; 

Braces of gold fufpend the moving throne. 

The car behind an arching figure bore j 
* The bending concave fbrm'd an arch before. 
; Silver the beam, th* extended yoke was gold, 900 
' And golden reins tb' immortal cotirfers hold. 

V. 8J^$. -^^^ ^^'^ hcfn/n^s empre/s calls ht>r blazing 
car^ &c.] Hi)mer ieemi» never more delighted than when 
btfhas fome occaiion of dil^playini^ his (kill \r\ mechanics 
The deuil he gives us of this chariot is a beautiful ex- 
ample of it, where he takes occafion to defcribe every 
different part, with a happinefs rarely to be found in 
defcriptions of th sjaature. 

Herfclf 
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Herfelf» impatient, to the ready car 

The courfers joins, and breathes rerenge and war. 

Pallas difrobes ; her radiant Teil unty'd. 
With flow'rs adoin*d, with art diverfify'd, 905 

(The laboured veil her heavenly fingers wove) 
Plows on the pavement of the court o( jfove* 
Now heav'n's dread arms her mighty limbs inveft, 
Jove*B cuirafs blazes oq her ample breaft ; 
Deck'd in fad triumph for the mournful field, 910 . 
O'er her broad (houlder hangs his hoi rid fhield. 
Dire, blacky tremendous ! Round the margin rolled, 
A fringe of ferpents hiifing guards the gold : 

Here 

V. 904. Pallas difrohcs.'l ThH fi<5^1on of Pafhs array- 
ing herielf M-ith the arms of Jupiter^ finely intimates 
(fays Euftaihius) that (he is iio'thmgelfe but the wifdom 
of the Almightr. The fame author tells us, that the an- 
tients marked this place with a ftar, to d'ftinguifti it as 
one of thofe that were perfeAly admir;)'ble. Indeed 
there. is a greatnefs of fublimity in the whole paffage, 
Mh'ch is altonifhing, and fuperior ro any irangination 
but that o^^ Homer \ nor is there any that might better 
give occaf oh fur that celebrated f«ying. That Aj nv/is 
ike only man •who had /ten the forms of the Gods^ r,r the 
only man 'who haijhcnjjn fhem. With Jwhar noWcncfj 
hedefcribes the chariot of .7«w.Ithe armour of .Tf.->f;i;^, 
the Mgis of Jupiter^ filled wirb the figures of H^n^or^ 
Affright^ Difcord, and all the terrors of war, the cff^d^s 
othis wrath againftmen; and thjt fpear with which 
his power and wifdom overturn^ whole armies, anJ 
hvmbles the jiride of theking« who offVnd him ? But we 
(hall not wonder at the unufual majefty of atl thrfe 
ideas, if we confider that they have a near refemhlante 
to fome defcriprions of the fame kind in the facreJ 
writings, where the Almighty is reprefcnred armed 
with terror, and defcendint; in majefiy to be avenged en 
his enemie^ : 1 he chariot^ the bo^, and the ^ieid of 
God, are expr^ffions freqitent in the Pfalm^, 

V. 9»3. A fringe ofl^r^ents.'\ Our auhor doe? not 
particularly defcribe this frmgeof the Mgis, as confining 
of ferjients } but that he did To^ may be learned from 

Hei'odotusy 
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/" 

Here all the terrera -of gnm war^peWf 

Here ra^Force^liere tremble Flight and Fear, 912^ 

Here floritiMCoifte«tion»-«nd here Fftryfrowo'd^ 

Afld the dii^ oth fpbrtxmlensOofgon ^rowU'd/ 

The roaiTy/gcMeii.hekn fhe iMext ftfl^m^. 

That dreadful nods with Saur t>'<r/hAdH|g plumes ; 

Sovafty the broad circumference contains 920 

A hundred anmncs oil a hvndred plains. 

The Goddefs thus th' imperial car afcenids ; 

Shook by lier arm the mighty jairlin bends. 

Ponderous and huge ; th^t when her fury burns, 

Proud tyrants humbles^ and whole hofts o'«rtunis. 925 

Herodotus t in his fourth book. •* The Greeks {(sLys he) 
•* borrowed the veil and fhieUl of Minerva from the 
•* Lybiatis^ only with this difference, that the Ijbian 
•* (nield was fringed with thongs of leather^ the Grecian 
•* with ferpents." And Virgiih defcHption of the fame 
JEgis agrees with this, Mni. 8. v. 435. 

JEgidH^e horrtferam^ iurhata Palladis armffy 
Certatrmfyuamisftrpentumy ateroque poHbani, 
Conney^/que ar^ties-^ 

This note is taken from Spondanus^ as is atfo OgilhjTs 
on this place \ but he has trauflated the parage of Hero^ 
doius vsropg, and made the l^ybian fhield have the fer- 

r;nts, which were peculiar to the Grecian, fiy the way 
mtift obferve^rhat Ogilbys notes ate for the moft part 
a rranfcription of Spondanns*B. 

V. 920. iSo tmft^ the broad circumference conlains a 
hundred armies.'] The words in the original are ix»to» 
wikivf wfv^ao'* anafvTaf which are capable of two 
meanings 5 e.thcr that this helmet of Jupiter was faffici- 
ent to have covered the armies of an hundred {cities^ 
or that the arnaies of an hundred cities were en- 
graved upon it. Ir is here rranftated in fuch a man- 
ner that it may be taken either way» though the learned 
are moft inclined to the fcnmer fenfe, as that idea is 
greater and more extraordinary, indeedmore agreeable 
to Homer* % bold manAer, and not extfava|gant,'if we call 
in the allegory to ouraiftQance, and imagine it (with M. 
Dicier) an allufion to the providcnoe of God that extends 
over all the univerfe. 

Swift 
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Swift at thefcourgie th' etheriid cotttfen iBf ^ 
While the fmobth chariot cuts the liqekl iky, 
HeaT^n gates fpontaneous <^n to the powers, 
Heay*Ja's golden gatts, kept by the Ringed hourt ; 
Commiffion'd in altehiBtte wbtch they ftand, 930 
The fun's brfght portals an^ the ikitfs corannrod, 

v. ^z9. Heaven gates fpontaneous ofen.l This mar- 
yellous circurmftance of the gates or heaven opening 
themfelves of their own accord to the divinities that 
paiTed through them, is copied by Mi£l on, Ub*^ 5, 

At the gate 

Of Hean/n drrh/d, the gate filf opened toide 
On golden hinges turns t^^ as bywork 
DMne the fov* reign ArchiteH hadfram*'d^ 

And again, in the feventh book, 

Heaven oper^ divide 
Her e'uer during gaies^ htifmGnious Jound^ 
On goldenJsinges monnng,^-^ 

As the fidion that the hours are the guards of tbofe 
sates, ^ave him the hint of that beautiful paflage in the 
begin nmg of his fixth, 

Hie fncfrn, 

Wak*d by the circling houis^ tvith rofy hand 
Vnbarrd the gates of lights &c. 

This eiL^reffion of the gates ef Heav*n is in the Eafiern 
manner, where they faid the gates of Hearen or of 
Earth, for the entrance or extremities of Heaven or 
Earth *, a phrafe ufual in the fcriptures, as is obferved 
by Dacier, 

• V. 929. Hea^* fCs golden gates keptf}y t'he*wingd hmr S.I 
By the ^2<rj here are meant the/e£yons \ and fo Hobbes 
tranflaCes it, but fpoils the fenfe by what he adds, 

^ilid fo the/eqfons Jove the power. garoe 
Alone to jud^e of early and of lat^ \ 

Which is uttetly unintelligible, and nothing Kke Ho^ 
mer*s thought. Natalis Gomes explains tt thus. Lib, 4. 
c, 4. Homerus libro quint Iliadis nonfoium kusportas 
calsfermare,fed etiam nubes inducere & ferenum facer e, 
dim libuerit \ quippe cum apertum cAlum^fenmunno^ 
mimnipoitm^ at ciat(fwn, U^um nubibus. 

Involve 
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Involve in cloud* th' eternal gates of day, 

Or the; dark barrier roll with cafe away. 

The founding hinges ring: On either fide 

The gloomy volumes, pierc'd with light, divide. 935 

The chariot mounts, where deep in ambient ikies 

Confus'd, Olympus^ hundred heads anfe ; 

Where far .apart the ThundVer Blls his throne ; 

O'er all the Gods, fuperior and alone. 

There with her fnowy hand the Queen redrains 940 

The fiery deeds, and thus to Jove complains. 

O Sire ! can no refentment touch thy foul I 
Can Mars rebel, and does no thunder roll ? 
. What lawlefs rage on yon forbidden plain. 
What rafli deftrudlioii ! and what heroes flain ? 945 
Venus^ and Phalus with the' dreadful bow, 
Smile on the (laughter, and enjoy my woe. 
Mad, furious pow'r \ whofe unrelenting mind 
No God can govern, and no jtiftice bind* 
Say, mighty father ! ihall we fcourgc his pride, 950 
And drive from fight th' impetuous homicide ? 

To whom aflentifig, thiw the Thund'rer fald : 
Go ! and the great Minerva be thy aid. 
To tame the Monfter-god Alinerva knows. 
And oft* affiles his brutal breaft with woes.^ 955 
» . He faid ; Saiurniay ardeut to obey, 
Lafh'd her white ftceds along th' aerial way. 

V. 954. To fame th*> Mon/ter-gofl Minerv.i k'no'W':.\ 
Foriti::onlv ixJifriom that c.in maiter fttrnp^th. It is 
wor'h while here to obfeive the ci»ndu6lof H mer. He 
makes Minerva^ and not Juno, to fi^ht with Mars^ be- 
caufe a combat btrf^eeii Ma/ s and yuno could not be 
fiipp'>rred by ^ny allegory ro hsve ?.uthj.ized the f^bie : 
Whereas the illej^orv of a b.4 tie bet een Mtf\j and 
Minerva is ve.7 open and iiiLelligible, Eii/iathius. 

■ i S\>ift 
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Swift down the deep of beav'n the chariot rolls, 

Between th' expanded earth and llarrj poks. 

Far as a fhepherd, from fome point on high, 960 

O'er the wide main extends his bouudlefs eye ; 

Thro' fuch a fpace of a;r, with thund'ring fooudy 

At ev'ry leap th' immortal courfers bound. 

7ro^ now they reach 'd> and touch'd thofe banks divine 

Where diver Stmois and Scamafiderjoin, 965 

There ^uno ftopp'd, and (her fair deeds anlooft'd ) 

Of air condens'd a vapour circumfusM ; 

For^thefe, impregnate with celeilial dew, 

On Simoit brink ambroiial herbage grew, 

Thence to relieve the fainting yfrgive throng, 970 

S'mooth as the failing doves they glide along. 

The 

"V. 960. Far as a /h^herd, he 3 Lon^hus cuing 
thefe verfpft as a noble inlUnce of the fu(»lime, fpeaks 
to rhis cffe^. ** in what a wonderful manner dors 
^* Uomtr exalt h»8 Dfities j meafuring the leap- of their 
•• very horfeft by the whole breadth « f the horizon ? 
•• Who is there that, confidering. the magn"ficencc of 
•• this hyperbole, would not cry out with rcafon, that 
•• if thefc heavenly Aeeds were to mafee a fecond leap, 
•• the v%orld would want room for a thirn ?" This puts 
me in mind of that paflage in Hf/ioJt^ TAeogony : vchere 
he defcribes the height of the Heavens, by faying a 
fmiih's anvil would !»e nine days in falling from thence 
to earth. 

V 971. Smooth as the failing amoves.] This fimile is 
intended to exprefs the lightnefs and fmoothnefs of the 
motion of thefe Goddefles. The doves, to which //b- 
mer compares them, are faid by the ancient fcholiaft 
to leave no impreflion of their fteps. The word ^arw 
in the original may be rendered afcendirunt as well as 
incefferunt \ fo may imply (as M. Dacier tranflites it) 
moving without touching the earth, which ^iiion finely 
■ caWs JmoothJ^icJing 'without Jiep, Virgil defcribes the 
gliding of one of thefe birds by an intiage parallel to 
that in this verfe \ 
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The be{l and bravdb of the Grecian band 
(A warlike drdr) round Tydldes ftand : 
&uch was their look «8 h'oos bath'd id blood. 
Or foaming boars, the terror of the wood. 97^ 

Hea?'n's Emprefs mingles with the mortal crowd. 
And fhonts in Steni0r*% fuunding voice, aloud 2 
9tenf9r the ftrong, endo'd with brazen lungs, 
Wfaofe throat furpafsM the force of fifty tongues* 

tnglonons jff^vef I to your race a ihamci^ 98*' 
And only men in figure and in name : 
Once from the walls yoor timorous foes -engag'd, 
Vi bile fierce in war divine Ackiiles ragM ; 

I — Mox aere Ispfo quiefd, 

Rudit iter liquiehun^ cehres neque commonef alas. 

This kind of movement was appropriated to the Goda 
by the JF^ypiianSy as we fe^in Heliodorus^ Lib. 5. Ho' 
Iftfr might poflibiy have, taken this notion from them. 
And Virgil in thitt palTage where Mneat difcovers Venus 
by her gait, Et vera incejfu p.aiuit Dea^ feems to allud^ 
to fome manner of moving that diAinguifhcd divini^ 
ties from mortals. This opinion is 'likewife hinted at 
by him in the JEneid^ where he fo beautifully and 
briefij enumerates the dilUnguithing marks of a Deity. 



"'"^Drvmijigna decor it^ 
Ardent effue not ate oculos : fu/Jpirriur illi^ 
^i nfultus^ itotifymfonust velgreffus tunti ! 

This piflage likewife ftrengthens what is faid in the 
notes on the fir A book, v. 268. ^ . 
. V. 978. Stentor iJie/frsn^^ cniitd with brazen lungs.1 
There was a neceflity for criers whofe voices were 
Hronger than ordinary, in thofe ancient times, before 
the ufe of trumpets was known in their armies. And 
that thev were in efteem afterwards, may be feen from 
Herodotus^ where he takes notice that Darius liad in hta 
train an JE^ptian^ whofe' voice was louder and (ironger 
than any man s of his age.. There is a farther propriety 
in H^mer^s attributing this voice to Juno \ becaufe Juno 
Ss no orrtier than the Air^ and becaufe the Air is the 
caufe of found. EufiaJhius<, Spondanus^ 

Now 
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Now ifluing fcarlcfs thcj poic& tlie piano. 

Now win the (hores, and fearce the feas retnaia. 985 

Her fpeech new fury to their hearts convey 'd ; 
Whik near TyduUs flood th' AibiMum maid : 
The King befidc his panting fteeds (he found, 
O'erfpeot tt ith toil, repodag on the ground :' 
To cool his grlovring wound he fate apart, 990 

(The wound inflided by the Lycum dart) 
Large drops of fwcat from all his limbs defcend, 
Deneath his ponderous (hield his finews bend, 
'Whc^e ample belt that o'er his Ihoulder lay, 
He eas'd ; and waifliM the clotted gore away^ 995 
The Goddcis Jkaning «o'cr the befiding yoke, 
Befide hii coarfers, tbas her (^nce broke. 

Degenerate Prmce 1 and not of lyJkut* kind, 
Whofe little body lodg'd a mighty mind; 
Foremoft he prefsM in glorioua toils to (hare, tooo 
And.ibirce refrain'd when I forbad the war. 
Alone, unguarded, once he dar'd to ^^ 
And faft encircled by the Thehan foe : 
There braT'd and vanquifh'd many a hardy knight ; 
Such oenrcs I gave him, and fach force in fig1>t. 10O5 

y. 998. Di^en^raie Prince, Scc.3 This fpeech of A3Sr. 
nerva to Dtomed derives its whole force and efficacy 
from the oftenfive comparifon ftie mnkes between 'Tydeus 
and his foil. Tydeus^ when he was Cngle fn die city of 
his enemy, fougtit and overcame the Thebans, even 
though Mimr'vit forbad him j Diomed in the midft of 
his army, and with enemies inferior in "number, declines 
tfic "fight, though Minerva commarrds him. Tydeus difc. 
obeys her, to engage in the battle *, Diomed difobeys 
her to avoid evigagin||;i and that too after he had upon 
tnany occations experienced the afliOamre of theOoddefs. 
Madam Dscier Aioutd havo acknowledged this remark 
,to belong to Eti/iathius» 

Thou 
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Thou too no Icfs haft been my conftaat care ; 
ITiy hands I arm'd, and fent thee forth to war : 
But thee, or fear deters, or floth detains ; 
No drop of all thy father warms thy veins. 

The chief thus anfwer'd mild. Immortal maid ! 
I own thy prefence, and confefs thy aid. lei I 

Not fear^ thou know*ft, withl.olds me from the plains. 
Nor floth hath feiz'd me» but thy word reftrains : 
From warring Gods, thou bad'ft me turn my fpear^ 
And Fetiui only found refUlance here. 1015 

Hence, Goddefs ! heedfulof thy high commands, 
LtOth I gave way, and warn'd our Argsve bauds : 
For Marsy the homicide, thefe eyes beheld. 
With flaughter red, and raging round the field. 

Then thus Minerva. Brave Tydides^ hear I 1020 
Not AfarSf himfelf, nor ought immortal fear.. 
Full on the God impel thy foarhing horfe : 
PaUtu commands, and Pallas lends thee force.- 
Rafh, furious, blind, from thefe to thofc he flies. 
And ev'ry fide of wav'ring combat tries ; 1025 

L^rge pTomife makes, and breaks the promife made; 
.Now gives the Grecians ^ how the Trojans aid. 

She faid, and to the (leeds approaching near^ 
Drew from his feat the martial charioteer. 

V. 1024, R^^ furious, hlind^ from thefe to ihofe he 
Jlits'l Mi'ter'va in this plnce very well paints the man- 
ners of Mars ^ whofe bufinefs was always to fortifi' the 
weaker (ide, in order to keep up the broil. I think the 
paiTage includes a fiite allegory of the nature. «f 'wat\ 
Mars if* called inconftant,diV\6, a breaker ofhispromifes^ 
becaufe the chance of war is wavering;, and uncertain 
vi^ory is perpetually.chan^ing fides. This latent mean- 
ing of the epithet aXXosTpo^-oXTiof is taken notice of by 
Eufiathius* 

The 
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The ▼ig'roiK pow'r tbe trembltog car afccods, 1030 

Fierce for revenge ; and Diomed attends. 

The grroaning axle bent beneath the knd ; 

So great a Hero, and fo great a God. 

She fnatch'd. the reins, fhe la(hM with all her force. 

And fall on Mars impeD'd the foaming horfe : 1035 

But firfi, to hide her heav*nly vifage, fpread 

Black Orau* helmet o'er tier radiant head. 

Jttft then gigantic Peripboi lay flain. 

The ftrongeft warrior of th' MioTtan train : 

The G^ who Oew him, leaves his proilrate pnze 

Stretch'd where he fell, and at Tjdides flies. 104I 

Now rufhing 6erce, in equal arms appear. 

The danng Greek ; the dreadful God of war ! 

Full at the chief, above his courfcr's head. 

From Mars his atm th' enormous weapon fled : 1045 

Pallas oppos d her hand, and caus'd to glance 

Far firom the car, the (Irong immortal lance. 

V. 1035. So great a Go/.] llie tranflation ha? ven- 
tured to call aGodd^fsfo; in imira:ion<f the G.-tek., 
which ufes the \^ord ©«o? proniifcuoufly for either gen- 
der. i?ome cf the 1 atin Poets have no: fcrt.pled to do 
the fanae. Siatius^ TlubaidJ^ (fpeaking of Z//tf;7<^} 

Ncc caret umbra Deo. 

And V'tr^jl^ /Encid a. where JEtitas is condu5led by 
Venus through ihe dangers of the fire and the enemy. 

Defccn^o^ ac^ ducente X^to^Jiammam inter (f ho/ies 
Kxpzdior. — 

V. 1037. Black Orcus' hchnet-l As everx thinjj that 
|>oes into *he dark eirpire of Pluto ^ or Orru^ difappears 
an i is feen no more ; the Greeks f om t«cnt e borro«v»^d 
this figurative exprcfliof, to put on Pyxi\Q*s helnief . that is 
to fyy, io become in^vi/ible, Plato ufes this proverb in 
the tcn'h book of his Ripuhlic^ and A/i/hphants in 
Achainc7if Eu/iatl.:us. 



Thei threw the force of Tyiktu* warlike fon ; 
The ja^r'ltnbils'd;. tbe Goddef»urgM tt on: 
Where the broad ciD6ture girt his armour round, lo^m 
It piercM the G0A1 His groin recei^'d the wound* 
From the rem (km the warrior twgs agafn 
The fmoaking fteek J^ars bellows with .the pain* 
Loud as tlie roar, eneount'riiig armies yield, 
•When (houtifig miNions make the thnndVing field. 
Both armies dart, snd trembling gaze around ; 105^ 
And earth and heav^ rebellow to the found. 
As vapours bk>>K'n by j4i^er*a fultry breath, 
Pl«gnaut with plagues, and (bedding feeds of death. 

Beneath 

v. 1054. Loud as the roar encouni*nng armies jUlci '\ 
This Hjferbok to ncprefs the roaring of Mars^ fo Orong 
as it is, yet is not extravagant. It wants not a qualU 
^ing circumftance or two ; ihe voice is not human, 
but that of a Deity ; and the conaparifon being taken 
from an army, renders it more natural v%ith reip.^ to 
the God of War. It is lefs daring to fay that a God 
cou4d lend forth a voice as loud a?*' the fhoutof two ar- 
mies, than that Camilia^ a l.aiian nymph, could runj"© 
fwiftiy over the corn as not to bend an ear of it. Or, to 
alledge a nearer inftance, that Polyphemus^ a merenYortal, 
fhook all the ifland of Sicily^ and made thedeepeft ca- 
verns of ^ina roar with his cries. Yet Vhg'il generally 
efcapes the cenfure of thofe modems who are (hocked 
with the bold flights of Homer, it is ufual v<\'\\ rhofe, 
who are flavcs to common opinion, to overlook or praife 
the fame thing in one, that thej' blame in another. 
They think to depreciate Homer \x\ extolling the judg- 
ment of Virgil^ who aever (he\Aed it more than when he 
followed him in ihcfe boldnefl'cs. And indeed they 
who would take bold«efs from poetry, mufl leave dulntfs 
in the room of it. 

V. 1058. As fapours Bionx/n, he] Mars after a (harp 
engagement, amidl) the rout of the Trojans y wrapt in 
a whirlwind ofdutt, which was raifed by fo many thou- 
fand combatants, flies towards Oiympus. Hmier com- 
pares him in this eHate, to thofe black clouds, which dur- 
- ttig a fcorchiiig ibuthern wind in tlie dog days, are fome- 

ti mes 
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Beoath the rage ef burning Siritu rife, to6o 

Choak the parchM earth, aad blackes tXl tbe flciet ^ 
^ Id fuch a cloud the God, from coockbat drb*n, 
High o'er the dufty vhirlwind &»le» the htai^'s. 
Wild with hit paia, he fought the bright abodev 
There fuUea (at beneath the Sire of Ged^ 1065 
Shew'd the celeftial blood, and with a gnoan 
Thus pourM hiis ph^mtt befose th' imaiortal throne* 

Can ^ovet fupine, flagitious fe£b furvey. 
And brook the furies of thia^ daring day ? 
For mortal, men celeftial pow'rs engage^ 1070 

And Gods on Gods exert eternal rage, 
l^rom thee, O father ! a]( thefe ills we bear, 
And thy fell daughter with the ihield and fpear : 
Thou gav'ft that fury to the realnva of lights 
PemicibuSy wild, regardlefs 6f the nght, 1075 

All hcav'n befide reveres thy fov'reign iWay, 
Thy voice we- heap, and thy behefts obey : 
'Txs hers t'oifend, and ev'n offending (hare 
Thy breafty thy counfels, thy diftingukih'd care : 

times borne towanis Heaven ; for this wind at that time, 
gathering the duft togetlier, forms a dark cloud of it. 
The heat of rh*^ fight, the prec piration of the Trojans ^ 
together with the<:Ioudsof dufl th;it fl<»\% above the urmv, 
awd took Mars from the fight of his enemy, fupplied 
Homer with this noble imajj^e. Dacier, 

V, 1074. 7hhuga'V*/f thai fury to ike rcahis of lights 
Fernkiousi nxtHd, &c } It is very artful in Homer to 
make Mars accuf© Mtnennt ofiiW thofe faults and enor- 
mities he was himfelf fo eminently guilty of. Thofe 
people, wlia arc the mod unjull and violent, accufe 
others, even the beil, of the fame crimes: Every irra- 
tional man is a diftorted rule, tries every thing by that 
wrong meafur«, ai^i forms his judgment acoofdingly. 
Eu/iathius, 
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So. boundlefs fhr, and thou fo partial grown, 1080 
Weil may wc deem the wond'rous birth thy own. 
Now frantic Diomed^ at her command, 
Againft tb' immortals lifts his raging hand : 
The hiav'nly Fmas firft his fury found, 
Me next encountring, me he dar'd to wound \ 1085 
VanquiOi'd I fled : - Ev'n I, the God of fight, 
From mortal madnefs fcarce was fav'd by flight, 
£lfe hadft thou feen me fink on yonder plain, 
Heap'd round, and heaving under loads of (lain ; 
Or pierc*d wirti Grecian darts, for ages lie, 1090 

Condemn'd to pain» tho' fated not to die. 

Him thus upbraiding, with a wrathful look 
The Lord of thunders view'd, and ftem^befpoke. 
To me, perfidious ! this lamenting flrain ? 
Of lawlefs force (hall lawlefs Man complain? 1095 
• Of all the Gods who tread the fpangled fkies. 
Thou moft unjud, moil odious in our eyes I 

• Inhuman 

V. 1091. Condemn^ d.io pain, tko" fated noi to die."} 
Thofe are mill:»ken who imagine our author reprefents 
his God>as mortal. He only reprefents the inferior or 
corporeal Deitie« as c;»pHble of pains and puninimenfs, 
during the will of Jupiter, whiihis not inconfifttnt with 
true theology- If Ma/s is faid in Dwnc*s fp^'ech to 
Fenus 10 have been v\f vlt peri/bhg by 0/«j'and Ep/iia/tes, 
it means 10 wore than l-^l^ing oAifery, luch a^ Jupiter 
ihrcatent hirn with when he fpeaks of precipitating him 
into Taiiarui Homer t;»kes care to tell us both of this 
Go.i and of Fluto^ when Paon cured thero, thai they 
were not mort.il.. 

Ov fAiv yap T» xaTitfiiniToj y it/twito, 

V. 1096. Of ail the Cod^ — 7hou nio/i unjitfl^ mnfl odi^ 
ous.hc.} Jupite/^B revrimand of Mars is worthy the 
jullice and goodness of the great Govtrnor of ihe worM, 
ai d feems to be no more than was neceffary in this 
place. Homer h^itby admirably diftinguiftjes berwcen 

Mimria 
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Inhuman difcord is thy dire delight. 

The wafte of daughter, and the rage of fight» 

Mo bound, no kw thy fiery temper quells, I lo# 

And all thy mother in thy foul rebels. 

I» 

Minerva and Mars^ that is to fay, between Wi/Jom 9t\^ 
ungaTrmed Fury ; the h>rmer is prcdaced from Jupiter 
without a mother, to (hew th:tt it proceeds from God 
alone ; (and Honter*s alluding to that fable in the pre- 
cedinfi: fpecch (bowrs that he was nor unacquain'^ed with 
this op'n:on.) The latter is born of Jupiter and Jutjo^ 
becaufe, as Plaic eicplains ir, whatever is created ty tbe 
zpiniilry of the fecond csufrs and the concurrerce of 
natter, pjrtakes of that origiMa! fpirit of divifion which 
reij^ned in ihe chaos^ and is of a corrupt and rebellions 
nature. The reader will find thi< allegory I'urfued uith 
ereatbeauty in thefe twofpeeches; efpecially vhere 
Jupitef concludes with fayinc: he will r.otdcllroy \IarSy 
becaufe he comes from hioifelfv God will i^oi annihi- 
late /*<2^«, which he created to be of ufe to i?<'^7/&;7; 
" Wifdom (fav« Euftathius upon this place) has otca-' 
" fion for paHion, in the fame manner ss Princes ha\e 
** need of guards. Therefore reafon and wifJom cdr- 
•• re^^and keep pafTion in fubjeAion, but do not entirely 
'• defiroy and ruin it." 

v. no I. Ami all thy mother in fhyfoul rchds^ ^c] 
Jupiter fays of Juno, that /6^ has a temper ivkich is /;;- 
firppnrtahle^ and knows not h(rM tnfuh??jt^ thnugh he is 
peipetually chqftijtr^ her 'wifk hit nptcnfs H'jtnev fays 
no more than thi::, but M. Dncier adc^?, Sijt^ nr la rcic- 
noispur lu J^vSriti des nies hix^ il n*t/i rim qui*l/t' t:e 
bouleverfq/i dans COlympe tS fiifs COtympe. Upon 
which ftie makes a remark to this efftd, ** That if it 
•• were not for the laws of Providence, 'he whole wor!d 
•• would be nothing but coi'-fufion" This pr.ft.ceof re-* 
fining and adding to Homcr\< rhouj;ht in the t'Xt, and 
then applauding the author for it iii the nores, is pretty 
ufujl w'ith the more florid mod?r:» tr, n(l;ro.r. In the 
third Uia.'L in IftMs f^eth to P, :am v. 175. fVe v\ifhes 
ftie had rather died th^n follov.cd Pa/ is w l.oy. To 
this is added in vhe Ftcneh.Mnisjc n*fus 7ii. uffiv^ de 
courage r.i affzde'v^riu^ for v\hich there i? not the Itaift 
hint m Homer, I m'ntion this parti ular inft;ince 
in pure julHce, becaufe in the trtatrfe de la cor" 
ruption dit gout exam, Je 1 i'v. 3 ihe* triumphs ovct M» 
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In vain pur tbreatSi. iq vain our pow'r we nfe ; 
She gives th' example, and her foil purfues. 
Yet long th' infilled pangs thou (halt not mourui 1 104 
Sprung fincc thou art from ^ow, and heavenly born.' 
Elfe, fing'd with h'ght'ningi had'ft thou hence been 

thrown^ . ' 
Where chainM on burning rocks ,the Tf^^nuf groan^ 

Thus he who (hakes 0^i»/W with his nod ; 
Then gave to P.£9n*% care the blcedikig^^^God* 
With gentle hand the balm he pour'd around, 1116 
And heaPd th' immortal fleih, and dos'd the wound* 
As when the k^s preft juice, infus'd in cream. 
To curds coagulates the liquid Aceam, 

• Sudden 

€k la 1i/loife^z& if hchai omitted the fenfe and moral of 
Homer in .that place, when in truth he only left out her 
own interpolation. 

V. \i\%,As when thefi^s preftsmce^ &c.] The fudden 
operation of the remedy adminiuered fa^ Paon^ is welt 
exprefied by this limilitude. It is neceffary juft to take 
notice, that they anciently made ufe of the juice or fap 
of a fig for runnet, tocaufe their milk to coagirlate. It 
jnay not be amils to oblerve, that Homer is not very de- 
licate in the choice of his allufions. He often bdrrowed 
his fimilies from low life, and provided rhey illuiirated 
hb thoughts in a juft and lively manner, it was allh« 
had regard to, • 

The allegory of this whole book lies fo open, is car- 
ried on with fuch clofenefs,and wound up with fo much 
jfuln^s and .fttesigth, that it is^ wonder how it could 
enter into the imagination of any critic, that theiie 
ai^ions of Diomtd were only a daring and extravagant 
fidlion in Homer, as if he afie^ed the mam/elhus at any 
rate. The great morale^" it is, thata brave man (hould not 
contend againlt Heaven, but refitt only Venus and. Mars^ 
Incontinence and ungoverned Fury. jD/o/;7tf<:^.is,propofcd 
as an example of a great and enterprizing nature, which 
-would perpetually be venturing 100 far, and committing 
extravagances or impieties, did it not fuiFer itfclf to be 
"checked and guided by MJne/'va or Prudence: For it 

is 
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Sudden the fluids fixi the parts combined ; 

Such) and fo foon, th' xtherial texture join'd. 1 1 15 

CkansM from the duft and gore, fair Hebe dreft 

His mighty limbs in an immortal veft. 

Glorious he fate, in majefty reftor'd, 

Faft by the throne of heavVs fupetior Lord. ' 

Juno and Pattas mount the bleft abodes, 1 12# 

Their talk perform'd» and mis among the Gods* 

is this Wijd9m (as vre are told iu the very firft lines of 
the book) that raifes a Hero above all others. Nothinji 
is more obferrable than the particular care Homer has 
taken to (hew he defigned this moral. He never omits 
any Occafion throughout thp book, to put it in exprefs 
terms Into the mouths of the Gods, or perfons or the 
greateil vreight. Mmer*ua^ at :tbe beginning of the 
battle, is made to give this precept to Diomed: Fight 
not agaiftfl the Gods^ but give *way to them^ and re^ 
onij^ Venus. The fame Goddcfs^ opens his eyes, and 
•enlightens him fo far as to perceive when it is heaven 
that adis immediately a^ainli ' him, or when it is man 
-only that oppofes him. The hero himfelf, as foou he 
^as performed her di£fates, in driving away, f^emis cries 
out, not as to the Goddefs^ but as to t^ Pajfion^ Thou 
hafi no bujinefs 'with 'warriors^ is it not enough that 
ikou decevvefi 'weak nvoTnen ? Even the mother or Venus ^ 
while ihe comforts her daughter, bears teftimony to 
the moral : That man (fays ihe) is not hng-li'ved'who 
contends nuith the Godu And when Diomed, tranf- 
-poited by his nature, proceeds but a Oep too far, ApoUo 
difcovers himfelf in the moftfolemn manner, and de- 
clares this truth in his own voice, as it were by dire£( re<- 
velation : Mortal, forbear ! corifider, and know the *vaft 
difference there is between the Gods and thee. They are 
-immortal and divine, but nian a m\ferahle reptile of the 
du/L 
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The 'EpiCoAcs of Gtauctu and Dhm^df and of 
Heffor and Andremachi^ 

X HE Gtdi kavit^ lift iki JliU, thi QrechM ^nveiL He- 
lenuf, tki ehhf augur 9/ Troy, tpmmandi Hedor to rtturn to tbi 
iiiy, U ordtr to appoint a filimu proe^on ^ tbi S^uan and 4bi 
Trojan matrons to tU ttmpli rf MinerVB, to tntriat btr to rt* ■ 
movi Diomed/rom tbi Jigjbt, Tbi batth nhteing during tbi ai» 
ftnci £^Hedior, Glaueui and Diomcd bavi an intirvliw bi^r 
twan tbi ttvo armla / wbtrtf toming to tbi bnowlidgi of tit 
fritnijbip and b^hallty paf betvmn tbnr antifiortf tbey mah /«- 
tbangi of tbilr arms, Ht'6tor . bavlng ptrformid tbi Ordtn tf 
lle\en\k$,privailid uphn Paris to return to tbibaftlip and taken a 
tendir leave of bU w//# Andromache^ baflene again to tbefeld* 

Tbe/cene hfrfl In tbe feld of battle, between tbe river SinU)i» 
und Scamander, and then cbangei to Troy. 
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OW hctv*n forfakcs the fight: Th' xmmor- 

tfds jield) 
To hamin force and human fkilly the field. 
Dark fliow'rt of jaf'lins fly from Ibes to foes ; 
Now here> now there, the tide of combat flows ; 
While Troy's fam'd* ftreams that bound the deathful 

plain 5 

On either fide ran purple to the main. 

Great jijax firft to conqueft led the way, 
Broke the thick ranks, and turn'd the doubtful day^ 

♦ Scamander and Simois. 

V. 7. Great Ajax] ^jax performs his exploits imme<- 
diately upon the departure of the Gods from the battle. 
It is observed that this hero is never aflfiHed by the 
Peities, as mod of the reft are : See his charadler in the 
notes on the feventn book. The cxpreflion of the Greek 
is, that he brought tis^ht to his troths ^ which M. Dacier 
takes to be metaphorical : 1 do not fee but it may be 
literal ; he broke the thick fquadrous of the enemy, and 
opened a pafiage for the light. 

D4 The 
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The Tbractan Acamas his faulchion foundi 

And hcw'd th' enormous giant to the ground \ lO 

His thundering arm a deadly ftroke imprcft 

Where the black horfe-hair nodded o*cr his crcft : 

FIx'd in his front the brazen weapon h'es, 

And fcals In endlefs fliades his fwimming eyes. 

Next Teuthras* {o\\ diftain^il the fands with bloody I5 
^xyJus^ hofpitablc, rich and good : 

la 

V, 9. The Thracian Acamas ] This Thracian ?rince 
18 lilt fame in whofe likenefs Mars appears in the pre- 
ceding book, rallying the Trojans, and forcing the 
Greeks to retire. In the prefent deicrijption of his 
Itrcngth and fize, we fee with what propriety this pcr- 
I'onaue was ftltflcd by the Poet, as fit to be auumed bj 
the God of war. 

V. 16. A%y\iii$, hojpifatie] This beautiful chara^ler 
of Arytus has not been able to efca|)e the mifunder- 
Itanding of fome of the Commentators; wh6 thoui^ht 
Homer de&gned it as a reproof of an undiflinguiftfrng 
generofity. It is f vidently a panegyric on that virtue, 
and not improbably on the "memory of fome excellent, 
but uufoitunate roan in that country, whom the Poet 
honours with the noble title of A friend to mankind 
It is indeed a fevere reproof of the mgratitude of men, 
and a kind of fatyr on human race, while he reprefents 
Siis lover of his fpecies miferably pf^ri(bing without 
affiftance from any of thofe numbers he had obliged. 
This death is very moving, and the circumitance of a 
faithful fervant's dying by his tide, well imagined, and 
natural to fuch a charad^er. His manner of keeping 
houfc near a frequented high-way, and reliecing all 
travellers, is agreeable to that ancient hofpitality which 
we now only read of. There is abundance of this fpirit 
every where in the Odyjffey. The Patriarchs in the Old 
Teftament fit at their gates to fee thofe who pafs by, and 
entreat them to enter into their houfes. This cordial 
manner of invitation is particularly defcribed in the 
18th and 1 9th chapters of Genpfis. The Eafiern nations 
feem to have had a particular difpofition to thefe exer- 
cifes of humanity, which continues in a great meafure 
to this day. It is yet a piece of charity frequent with 
the Turks ^ to trcdl Oaravanfirahs^ or inns, for therecep- . 

tlon 
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In fair Art/ba^s walls, (his native place) 
He hdd his feat ; a friend to human race. 



Fail 



don of travellers. Since I am upon this head, I mnft 
menuon one or two extraordkiary elaniples of ancient 
hofpitaliry. Diodortis Siculus writes of dallias of jfgri" 
^^»/i/^» that having built feveial inns for the reltef of 
Itrangers, he appointed perfons at the gates to invite all 
who travelled to make ufe of them ; and that this ez« 
ample was followed by many others who were inclmed 

' after the ancient manner to live in a humane and bene- 
ficent correfpondence with mankind. That this GaUias 
entertained and cloathed at one time no lefs than ffve 
hundred horfemen ; ami that there were in his cellars 
three hundred vefTels, each of which contained an hun- 
dred hogiheads of wine. The fame Author tells us 
of another Agrigentine^ that at the marriage of his 
daughter feaded.all the people of his ci;y, who at 
that time were above twenty thoufand. 

Herodotus in his fcventh book has a ftory of this kind, 
which is prodigious, being of a private man fo im- 
menfety rich as to entertain Xerxes and his whole army, • 
I fhall tranfcribe the palfage as I find it tranllated to my 
hands. 

*' Fythius the fon of Atys^ a Ijdian^ then refiding in 

' ** Csetene^ eiuertarned the King and all his army with 
•• great magnificence, arid offered him his treafures to- 
•' wards the expenceof the war|^ which liberality Xerxes 
*• communicating to the Per/Fans about him, andafking 
•• who this Pythius was, and what riches he mi^ht have 
•* to enable him to make fuch an offer.? received this 
•* anfwer: Pyikius, faid they, is the perfon who pre- 
** fented your father Darius with a plane tree and vine 
•* of gold; and aft^ you, isthericn:?fi man we know 
*• in the world. Xerxes furprized with rhefe laft words, 
•• aiked him to what fum his treafures might amount. 
** 1 fball conceal nothing from you, faid Pythius^ nor 
•• pretend to be ignorant of my own wealtn \ but be- 
** ing pcrfedtly informed of the f^ate .of my accounts. 
•' (hall tell you tht truth with finccrity. When 1 heard 
•* you were ready to. begin the march towards the Gre^ 
•• cian fea, I refolved to.prcfent you with a fum of 
•• money towards the charge of the war 5 and to that end' 
•* having taken an account of my riches, I found by com* 
** puiationthat I had two thoufand talents of (ilver, and 
** three millions nine hundred and ninety-three theufaixl 
t^ pieces of gold, bearing theltamp of Darius, Thefe 
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Faft by the road, his ever-open door 

Oblig'd the wealthy, aiid rdievM the poor^ zcr 

To ftern TyiKdes now he falls a prey. 

No friend to guard him in the dreadful day 1 

Breathlefs the good man fell, and by his fide, 

His £uthful fervant, old Calefius dy'd^ 

By great Euryalus was Drefus (lain, 25 

And next he laid Ophehlus on the plain^ 
Two twins were near, bold, beautiful and young, 
From a £ciir Naiad and Bucolton fprung^ 
/^Z.^iofnf4/(7ii'8 white flocks Bucolton fed 
That monarch's firft-born by a foreign bed ; 3 a 

In fecret woods he won the Naiad's grace. 
And two fair infants crowned his ftrong enjbrace. ) 

-'• treafures I freely ^ivc yon, fc^ecatife I (hall be fuffi- 
•* cicntly furmlhed with whatever is necelFary to life 
'* by the labour of my fervants and hufbandmen. . 

•* Xerxes heard thefe words with pleafure, and in an- 
** fwer to PyfAius, faidj my Lydian hoft, fince I parted 
•• from Suja I have not found a man befides vourfelf, 
** who has oifered to entertain my army, or volmitarily 
" to contribute his treafures to promote the prefent ex- 
** pedition. You alone have trt*ated my arn»y magni- 
•* ficently, and readily offered me immcnfe riches 
** Therefore, in return of your kiiydnefs, 1 make yoir 
V* my hoft ; and that you may be mafter of the intire 
*• fum of four millions of gold, I will give you feverr 
*• thouiand Darian pieces out of my own treafure. 
** Keep then all the riches you now poffefs ♦, and if 
*'* you know how to continue always in the fame good 
*'• difpofuion, you (hall never have reafon to repent of 
V*' your afFe^ion to me, eiihtr now or in future time." 

i'he fum here offered by Pyihius amounts, by Brere- 
'tuwj^s computation, to three milliohs three hundred fe- 
venty-iive thoufand pounds Sterling, according to the 
leiTer valuation of talents. I make no a^iology for in- 
ferring, fo remarkable a paifage at length, but (hall only 
add, that it was at lad the fate of this Pyihius (like our 
Axylus) to experience the ingratitude of man ; hiseldeft 
foo being afterwards cut in pieces by the fame Xerxes, 

Here 
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Here dcud they lay, in all their youthful charms ; 
The ruthlefs viAor ftrippM their ihining arms. 
• ^JyalushjPoIypafeskYLi 35 

Vlyjfes* fpear Pydites fent to hell ; 
By Teucer^% (haft brave Aretaon bled. 
And Neftor*^ fon laid ftern Ablerus dead. 
Great jigamemnon^ leader of the brave, 
The mortal wound of rich Elatut gave, 4c 

Who held in Pedafus his proud abode, 
And till'd the banks where iilver Satnto flow'd. 
Melanthius by Eurypyfus was (lain ; 
And Phylacut from Leihts flies in vain. 

Unbleft Adrajlus next at mercy lies 45 

Beneath the Spartan fpear, a living prize. 
Scar'd with the din and tumult of the fight, 
His headlong flecds precipitate in flight, 
Rufh'd on a Tamari/k^s ftrong trunk, and broke 
The (hatter'd chariot from the crtwked yoke : 50 
Wide o*er the field> refiftlefs as the wind^ 
Ft)r Troy they fly, and les^ve their lord behind*. 
Prone on his face he finks beiide the wheel : 
Atrides o*er him (hakes his vengeful ttecl ; 
The fallen chief in fuppli^nt pofture prefs'd , 55 

The victor's knees, and thus his pray'r addrefs'd : 

Oh fpare my youth, and for the life- 1 owe 
Large gifts of price my father fhall bcftow ; 

When 

V. SI' Oh/pare my youth, t^-c] T-his pa (Tage, where 
Agame nnon xnk^s 9i\S9,y \\)a\ Trnjan*^ lite whom Mene^ • 
laus hai pardoned. aiTd is not blamed by Homer for fo 
doing,, muil be afcribed to tli€ tmcivilixed manners of 
thofc times, when mankind was no^ united bv the bond» 
< f a rational fociery. and is not therefore to be impt|ted ■ 
to the Poet,, who followed nature as it was in his days'. 

T\^& 
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When fame (hall tell that not in battle flam 
Thy hollow /hips his captive foa detain^ 6o~ 

Rich heaps of brafs fhall in thy tent be told ; 
And fteel well- temper *d and peffuafive gold. 

He faid : compaffion touch'd the hero's hearty 
He flood fufpended with the lifted dart : 
As pity pleaded for his vaoquiih'd prize, 6g 

Stern Agamtmnon fwift to vengeance flies. 
And furious, thus. Oh impotent of mind ! 
Shall thefe, fliall thefe Jtridei* mercy find ? 
Well haft thou known proud Troy*^ perfidious land. 
And well her natives merit at thy hand ' 70 

The hiilorical books of the Old Teftament abound in iii« 
fiances of the like cruelty to conquered enemies. 

Virgil had this part of Homer m his view, when he 
defcribed the death of Magus in the tenth JEneid, I'hofe 
lines of his prayer, where he offers a ranfom, are.tranf- 
fated from this of Adrqflus ; but both the prayer and 
the anfwer Mneas makes when he refufes him mercy, 
axe much hcighrened and improved. They alfo receive 
a great addition of beauty and propriety from the occa- 
fion on which he inferts them; Young Paliat is juft 
killed, and JEneas feeking to be revenged upon Turnuf, 
meets this Magus, Nothing can be a more artful 
pieceof addrefsthan thefirfUines of that fupplication, 
if we coniidtr the charader of Mntas to w bom it is 
-made. 

Per pairios manes, per Jpes furgertiis Juli^ 

Te precor, have animamfervcs natogue, patrique. 

And what can exeed theclofenefs andfulnefs of that re- 
ply to it ? 

— Belli commerciaTurnus 
Suftulii ifia prior, jam fttm Pallante perempto* 
Hoc pairis Anchifa manes, hoc Jentit lulus. 

This removes the imputation of cruelty from JEneas^ 
which had lefs agreed with his character than it does 
-^ixki A^amemiwn^ \ whofc reproof to Af-ew/aw in this 
place is not unlike that of Samuel tQ Saul, for not killing 

Not 
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Not one of all the tace, nor i£X» nor age. 

Shall fave a Trojan from our boundlefs rage: 

///on (hall perifh whoIe> and bury all ; 

Her babe%her infanta at the breaii:, fhall fall. 

A dreadful leflbn of exampled fate, 75 

To warn the nations, and to curb the great f 

The monarch fpoke; the words with warmtb 
addreft 
To rigid juftice fteelM his brother's bread. 
Fierce from hi» knees the haplefs chief he thrud ; 
The monarch's jav^in flretch'd him in the duil. 8a 
Then prefling with his foot hi^ panting hearty 
Forth from the (lain he tugg'd the reeking dart* 
Old Nefior faw, and rouz*d the warrior's rage ; 
Thus, heroes! thus the vigorous combat wage 1 
No fon of Mars defcend, for fervile gains, 85 

To touch the booty, while a foe remains.. 
Behold yon' glitt'ring hoft, your future fpoil t 
Firft gain the conqucft, then reward the 'toiL 

And 

V. 74. Her infants at the hrenft /hall falL'\ Or, her 
infants ;/e/ in the *wombj for it will bear either fenfe. 
But I think Madam Dacierm the right, in her affir na- 
tion that the Greeks were not arrived to that pitch of 
cruelty to rip up the wombs of women with child Ho* 
mer (fays (he) to remove all equivocal meaning fron 
this pbrafe, adds the word Jt5po» lorra, jwvenem fueru- 
lum cxjj^entem^ which would be ridiculous were it faid 
of a child yet unborn. Befides, he would never have 
reprefentea one of his firft heroes capable of fo barba- 
rous SL crime, or at leaft would not have commended hiai 
(as he does f uft after) for fuch a wicked exhortation. 

V . SS'. Firft gain the conqueft^ then re*ward the toiL\ 
This important maxim of war is very naturally intro- 
duced, upon Neftor^s having feen Menelaus ready to 
fpare an enemy for the fake of a ranfom. It. was for 
fuchleifons asthefe (fays M. Dacier) \bsx Alexander fo 

much 
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And now had Greece eternal fame acquirM, 
And frighted Troy within her walls retir'd ; pc 

Had not fagc HeUnut her ftate redreft. 
Taught by the Gods that mov*d his facred brea(E. 
Where Heaor Hood, with great JEncas joined. 
The feer rcvcal'd the coiinfels of his ownd. 

Ye gen'rous chiefs ! on whom th' immortals lay 9jp 
The cares and glories of this doubtful day. 
On whom your aids, your country's hopes depend. 
Wife to confult, and afltve to defend ! 
Heie» at our g^tes, your brave efforts unite. 
Turn back the routed, and forbid the flight; lOO 
Ere yet their wives fofc arms the cowards gain. 
The fport and infult of the hoftile train. 
When your commands have hearten'd ev'ry band, 
Ourfelves, here fix'd, wiH make the dangerous (land;. 
Prefs'd at we are, and fore of former fight, - 105 
Thefe ftraits demand our laft remains of might. 
Mean while, thou, HeSor^ to the town retire. 
And teach our mother what the Gods require : 

Dirca 

much eft«emed Horner^ and fludietl his poem. He 
made his ufe of this f rtcept in the tKittle of Arhela^ 
when Par/Heftio being indan^^er of weakening the mam 
body to defend the Dagg ige, he fent this nieifage to> 
him: Lreave.the Inis^age there, for if we gant tlte vie- 
tory, we iball not ooljr recover what is our own, bat be 
matters of all th^t is the enemv'^s. Hiftosle^ ancient 
and modern are filled with examples of enterprises that 
have mifcarrled, and battles that have been loli^ by the 
greedinefs of foldlers for pillage. 

V. 98. I'Vi/e to confult y and a^irve to d>^nfiS^ This is 
a two fold branch of praife, exprel^iig the excellence of 
thefe Princes both in council and in battle. 1 think 
Madam Abt/V/ 's traniUtion does noc come up to the 
feafe of the original. Us plus hardis & Us plus txptri* 
n,$jU€at dt ms iopiimna* 

V. i07» 
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DireA the Queen to lead th* affembled train 
Of Tr^jr'a chief matrons to Minerva* z fane ; i la 

Unbar 

V. T 07. ThoUf Hedlor, io the to^n.] It has been a mo- 
dern objedlion to Homer's condudl, that Hiilofy upon 
A^hom the. whole fate of the day depended « is made to 
retire from the battle, onlv to carry a melfage to Troy 
concerning a facrifice, ^hich might have been done as 
well by any other. They think it abrurd in Helenas to 
advife this, and in HeHor to comply with it. What oc- 
cadoned this faTfe criticifm, was, that they imagined it 
to be a piece of /^<3fe^'^^, and not z command. Hetcnus 
was a prieft and augur of the higheft rank, he enjoins it 
as a point of religion, ^nd He^or obeys him as one in- 
fpjred from heaven. The T'ro/an army was in the ut- 
moft dillrefs, occalioned by the prodigious daughter 
made by Diomcd: I'here was therefore more reafou 
and neceffity to propitiate Mtner'va who HiTiiied that 
hero 5 which Helenusm\<^x know, though HcHor would 
have chofen to have l^ayed and trufted to. the arm of 
flelh. Here is nothing but what may agree with each of 
• fheir charadlers. He5lor goes as he was obliged in re- 
ligion, but not before he has animated the troops, re- 
cftablifhed the combat, repulfed the Greeks to fome dif- 
tance, received a promife fvfmi Helenus that ihey would 
make a ftand at the gates, and given one himfelf to the 
arnciy that he would foon return to the fight: All whicli 
Homer his been careful to foecify, to lave the honour, 
and preferve the charafter, of 'hi-^ h'^ro. As to Hc/enuf 
his pirt, he faw the ftraits his countrymen were reduced 
to; he knj&w his authority as a pFie(l, and defigned to 
revive the courage of the troops by a promife of divine 
affiftance. Nothing adds more couT.%ge to the minds of 
men than fuperllition, and perhaus it was th^ only ex« 
pedient then left ; much lite a modern practice in the 
army, to enjoin a fa/f when they wanted .provTion, 
Hefenui could no way fo properly have made his pro- 
mife more credible than by fending away He^or ; which; 
looked like an aflurancc that nothing could prejudice 
them during his abfMice on fuch a religious account. Ko 
leader of le?> authority than He6lor could fo properly have 
en joined this folemn aft of religion •, and lattly, no other, 
whofe valour was lefs known than bis, could have left 
the army in this junfture, without a taint upon his ho- 
nour. //o/;7er makes this picTy fucceed; Parts is brought 
bacK to the fight, the Trqfans 2ift3tt\NudB prevail, and 

Ju^iUr 
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Unbar the facred gates, and feek the pow'r 
With ofFer'd vows, in Iiwn*s topmoft tow'r. 
The largeil mantle her rich wardrobes. hold, 
Moft priz'd for art, and labour*d o'er with gold. 
Before thfc Goddefs* honour M knees be fpread j 115 
And twelve young heifers to her altars led. 
If fo the ppw'r aton*d by fervent pray'r, 
Our wives, our infants, and our city fpare, 

Jupiter appears opf nly in their favour, /. 8. Though, 
after all, I cannot dlfienQble oiy opinion, that the Poet's 
chief intention in this, was to introduce that fine epi- 
fodeof the parting of ffe£lor and Andromache, 'Inis 
change of the^fcene to Troy furnifties him with a great 
number of beauties. B^ this means {fz,y% Eiiftaihius) 
his Poem is for a time dfvefled of the percenefs and 'vio- 
lence oj battles^ ^nd being as it 'were 'wajhedfromjiaugh' 
ier and bloody becomes calm and fmihng by the beauty 
qf' thefe 'various epi/odes. 

V. 11^. If fo thepo'iffr^ atorld^ &c.] The poet here 
plainly fuppofes that HHenas^ by his (kill in augury, or 
lome other divine intpi ration, was informed that the 
might of Diomedt which wrought fuch deftiudlion among 
the TrojanSy was the gthoi Pallas incenfed agaiiiiUhem. 
The propliet therefore directs prayers, offenn^.«, and 
faerifices to be made to appeafethe anger of this^oifended 

foddefs ; not to invoke the mercy of any propitious 
)eity. This is conformable to the whole lyftem of 
Pagan fuperftition, the worftiip whereof being grounded 
ioototi love but fear, feems directed rather to avert the 
malice and anger of a wrathful and mifchievous Dacofon, 
than to implore the alTirtanceand protedion of a benevo- 
lent being. In this drain of religion this Came prophet is 
introduced by Virgil in the third Mncidy giving a parti- 
cular direction 'o ^>^<Zi to appeafethe indignation of 
JunOy as the only means which could bring his labours 
to a profperous end. 

Vnum illud tibi, nate De^, praque omnibus unum^ 
Pradicam^ & repetens iterumque iterumque monebo t 
yunonis magna pri mum prece numen adora\ 
junoni cane 'vota libens^ dominamQjUe potent em 
S%fplicibm fkpera donis*-^-' 

' Aii4 
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Andfoa^rt TydUa^ waftcful ire, 

That mews whole troop8> and makes all Trey retire. 

Not thus Achilles taught ourhofls to dread 12I 

Sprung tho* he was from more than mortal bed j 

Not thus refiftlefsfrom the ftreamof £ght, 

In rage unbounded, and unmatched in might. 

HeQor obedient heard ; and> with a bound, 12$ 
Leap'd from his trembling chariot to the ground % 
Tbro' allhishofty iofpiring force, he flies, 
And bids the thunder of the battle rife. 
With rage recruited the bold Trofam glow. 
And turn the tide ofconflid on the foe: 130 

Fierce in the front he (hakes4wo dazzling fpearsi 
All Greece recedes, and 'midft her triumph fears. 
Some God, they thought, who rul'd the fate of warty 
Shot down avenging from the vault of flats. 

Then thus, aloud. Yedauntlefs jD/ir^o/hearl i$$ 
And you whomdiftant nations fend to war! 
Be mindful of the ftrength your &thers bore j 
Be ftiU yourfeWes, and ffe3or^iks namore; 
One hour demands me in the Trepan wall. 
To bid our altars flame, and vlfiims fall: ii|.o 

Nor fhall, 1 truft, the matrons' holy train 
And reverend ciders fcekthe Gods in vain. 

This faid, with ample ftrides the hero paft ; 
The fhield's large orb behind his fhouldcrs caft. 
His neck o'erfhadowing, to his ancle hung ; 14JJ 
And as he march'd, the brazen buckler rung. 

Now paus'd the battle, (GodlikcIIcSor gone) 
- When daring Glaucus and great Tydeui^ fon 

Betweea 

V. 1^7. The interview) of Glaucus and Diomed,] No 
paijlige m our author has been tho Cubjt^ of more lever» 
^ ^ 'and 
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Between both armies met : The chiefii from far 
Obferv'd each other, and had mark'd for war 150 

Near 

and groundlefs cnticifms than this, where thefe two 
heroes enter into a long conveifation (as- they will have 
it) in the heat of a -battle. Monfieur Dacier'9 anfwcr 
in defence of Homer is^ fo full, that I cannot do better 
than crandate it from hit remarks on the a6th chapter 
of Ariftoilt\ P$etics. There can be nothing more un- 
jafl than the critidfms paft upon things that are the 
dfeAofcuftom. It was ufual in ancient times for fol- 
diers to talk together before tliey encountered. Homer 
is full of examples of this fort, and he very well deferves 
we fliould be lo juft as to believe, he had never done it 
fo often, but that it was agreeable to the manners of hit 
age But thiF 18 not only a thing of cuftom, but founded 
on reafon itfelf. The ties of nofpita ity in thofe times 
were held more facred than thofe of blood ; and it is ou 
that account Diomed gives fo long an audience to GlaU" 
cust whom he acknowledges to be his gueft, with whom it 
was qot lawful to engage m combat. Homer makes an 
admirable ufe of this conjun^ure, to introduce an enter- 
taining hiflory after fo many battles as he has been de- 
fcribing^and to unbend the mind of his reader by a recital 
of fo much variety as the Aory of the family of Sijyphus, 
It may be farther obferved with what addrefs and ma- 
' nagement he places this long converfation ; it is not dur- 
ing the heat or an obftinate oattle, which had been too 
unreafonable to be excufed by any cuHom whatever: but 
he brings it in after he had made HeHor retire into 
Tro^, when the abfence of fo powerful an enemy had 
given Diomed that leifure which he could not have had 
Otherwife. One need only read the judicious remark of 
Euftaihius upon this place. I'he Poet (fays he) after 
having caufed Hedlor io go ota ofiheji%ht^ interrupts 
the nrtolence of 'wars, and gi'pes fome relaxation to the. 
reader, in caufing hirt} topafsfrom the<onfufion and dif- 
order of the aHion to the tranquillity and fecurity of an 
hjfioncal narration* For by means of the happy epifpde 
of Glaucus, he cqfts a thoitfandpleajinz 'wonders into his 
poem \ as fables, that include beautiful allegories, hif- 
tories, genealogies, fentences , ancient cu/ioms, andfeve^ 
rat other graces that tend to the dvverjtfying of his nvork^ 
and which by breaking (as one may Jay) the monotony 
ofit^ ^reeabfy iri/iruH the reader. Let us obferve, in 
how nue a manner /f(7/»^r has hereby praifed both 

Diomed 
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Near as they drew, TyUdes thus beg^n : 
What art thou, boldeft of the race of man \ 

Ouf 

Diomed nnd HeBor- For he makes ns know, that as 
long as HeSfor is in the field, the Greeks have not the 
lealt leifure ro take breath \ and that as foon as he ouita 
it, ail the Trojans^ however rhey had regained all their 
advantages, were not able to employ Diomed fo far at to 
prevent his en tertainins hi mf elf y*\^ Glaucus without 
any danger to his partyT Some may think after all, that 
though we may juiiity Homer ^ yet we cannot excufe the 
manners of his time ; it not Deing natural for men 
vith fwords in their hands to dialogue together in cold 
blood juft before they engage. But nor to alledge, that 
thefe very manners yet remain in thofe countries, which 
havis not been corrupted by the commerce of other na« 
tioiis, (which is a verygreat fign of their being natural) 
what reafon can be offered that it is more natural to fait 
on at iirft fight with rage and fiercenefs, than to fpeak to 
an enemy otfore the encounter ? Thus far Nioiifieur 
Dacter\ and St. ^'vr^waw/ aflui humoroufly, if it might 
not b« as proper in that countij for men to harangue be- 
fore they fought, as it is in England to make fpeeches 
before tncy are hanged ? 

That Homer is not in general apt to make unfeaibn- 
able harangues (as thefe cenfurers would reprefent) 
may appear from that remarkable care he hasinewnin 
many places to avoid them : As when in the fifth book 
JEneas being cured on a fudden in the middle of the 
fi^ht, is feen with furprize by his foldiers ; he fpecifies 
with particular caution, that they q/ked hhn no queftiom 
how he became cured, in a time of fo much bufmefs and 
adion. Again, when there is a^necelTity in the fame 
book that Minerva (hould have a conference with Dio^ 
med, in order to engage him againft Mars (after her 
prohibition to him to fight with the Gods) Homer 
chufes a time for that fpeech, juft when the hero is re- 
tired behind his chariot to takebrea'h, which was the 
only moment that could be fpar^d during the hurry of 
^that whole engagement. One mi^ht produce many 
indances of the lame kind. 

The difcourfe of Glaucus to Diomed is feverely ccn- 
fured, not, only on accouiit of the circumftance of time 
and place, but likewife on the fcore of the fubjed^, which 
is taxed as improper, and foreign to the end and de- 
fign of the poem. But the Critics, who have made 

this 
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Oar eyes, til) now, that tfpcA ne'er behdd. 
Where fame h reapM amia th* embarttPd field ; 
Yet far before the troopa thou dar^ft appear, 155 
And meet a lance the fierceft heroes fear. 
Unhappy they» and bom of lucklefs fires. 
Who tempt oar fury when Mtturva fires I 

this obje^on, feem neither to comprehend the defign of 
the poet in general, nor the particular aimLof thisdif-> 
courfe. Many p flages in the bell ancient Poeti a|^>ear 
nnafTe^ing at ^refent, which probably gave the greatefl 
delight to their firft readers, becauie they were very 
nearly interefted in what was there related. It is veiy 
plain that Homer defigned this poem as a monument to 
die honour of the Greeh^ytho, >noagh €onfiflin||rof feieral 
independent foci eties, were yet vepr national m point of 
glory, being ihxmgly affeoed with every thing that 
leemed to advance me honour of their common country » 
and refentful of any indignity offered to it. This di£- 
pofition was the ground of that grand alliance which ia 
the fubjcdof this poem. Tomenfo fond of ^heir coun* 
try*s glory >Mhat could be more a^peeable than to rrad 
a hilTory filled with wonders or a noble family tranf- 
planted from Greta into jf/ia / They might here^eam 
with pleafure that the Grecian virtues did not degenerato 
by removing into difiant climes: but efpedally they 
muft be affefied with uncommon delight, to finid that' 
Sarfedon and Giaucus, the braved of the Trojan sluxI* 
liaries, were originally Greeks- 

TaJIJo in this manner has introduced an agreeable epi* 
fode, which (bev\8 Ciorinda the ofl&pring of Chriftian 
parents, though engaged in the Cervice of the Inpdeh* 
Cant. 12. 

V. 149. Between both armies met^ &c.] It is ufual 
with Homer y before he introduces a hero, to make as- 
it were a halt, to render him the more remarkable. No- 
thing could more prepare^ the attention and expe^atioa 
of the reader, than this circumilance at the firil meeting 
o( Diomed and Giaucus, Juft at the time when the 
mind begins to be weary with the battle, it is diverted 
with the profpeft of a fingle combat, which of a fudden 
turns to an interview of friendfliip, and an unexpected 
fceue of fociable virtue. The whole air of the conver- 
iation between thefe two heroes has fomething heroi- 
cally Iblemn in it. 

But 
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But if from bqiT'o, cel^jUidtbo^ dpCceml ; 
Kqow» with immortals w.e .qp more coptend* i6t 
Not long Lyevrgw riew^d the,golden ligbtf 
That dariqg man who mix'd witb Qoda ia fight; 
JPflfcbmt ajid Bacdms* votarifity he drove 
With brandUh'd ftcd from A^^'s facred grovt. 
Their cooiiecrated fpearsby foatter^d rounds 165 
With ctirh'ng vine? ^nd twilled ivy bound ; 
Wb3e fiaecbujf headlong fought the briny floods 
^nd Thetis* arms received the trembling Godb 
Nor fisul'd the crime th' immortals wrath to movc^ 
(Tb' immortals bled with endleft eaCe above) 1 79 

Deprived 

y. 1 C9. But if from Jufnfn^ ^c] A quick chs^nga of 
mind from the greateft impiety to as great fuperititioi), 
is frequently obfervabie in men, who having been guilty 
of the moft heinous crimes without anv remorfe, on thfi 
fudden are filled with doubts and fcrupies about the moft 
lavvful or indifferent actions. This feems the prefent 
caie of Diomedy who having knowingly wounded and in- 
fulted the Deities, is now afraid to engage the firft man 
he meets, led perhaps a God might be concealed in that 
ihape. This difpoution of Diomed produces the qqef- 
tion he puts to Glaucus^ which without this confideration 
vill appear impertinent, and fo naturally occafions that 
agreeable epifode o^ Seller ophon^ which GAu/ra;r relates 
in anfwer to Diomed, 

V. i6i.A'b/iiw^Lycurgus,&c.] What Diomed htt 6 
Ujs is the effeft of reniorfe, as if he had exceeded tho 
commiffion of Pal/as in encountering with the Gods, 
and dreaded the confequ^nce of proceeding too far. At 
leaft he had no fuch commiilion now, and befides was 
no longer capable of diflinguiihing them from men (a 
faculty ihe had given him in the foregoing book :) He 
therefore mentions this ftory of Lycurgus as an exanaple 
^at fu&ed to terrify him from To ram an undertaking. 
The ground of the fable they fay is this : Lycurgus caufed 
moft of the. vines of his country to be rooted up, fo that 
his fubje^ were obliged to mix wine with water, when 
It was lefs plentiful : Hence it was feigned that Theti^ 
received Bacchus into her bofom. 

V. 170, 



. DcprivM of fight by tb<ir avengifig doom, 
Chearlefs he breath'd, aad wandered iii the gloom.2 ; 
Then funk uopity 'd to the dire abodes* 
A wretch accurft, and hated hj the Gods ! > 

I brave not heav'n : Bat tf the lirutts of. earth, 175 
Suftain thy life» and human be thy birth;. 
Bold as thou art, too prodigal of breathy 
Approach and enter the dark gates of ^ath. 

What, or from whence I am, or who my fire> 
(Reply^d the chief) tan Tydcus* fon enquire ? 180 
Like leaves pn trees the race of man is found. 
Now green in youth, now withering 011 the ground. 

Another 

, V. 1^0. Imm6rfals hleftn»hh endlefseafcl Though 
Diir/^*sand moft of the verfion^ take no notice of the 
epithets ufed in this place, 0«O4 ^wa ^iom^ J>u facile 
feu beate *v2ventes\ the tranflator thought it a beauty 
which he could not but endeavour to preferve. Milion 
feems to have had this in his eye in his fecond book. 

7X©« fwi It bring me foon 

*i'o thai nfwnuor Id of light and blif 5 ^ among 
The Gods who live at cafe — 

v. 178. Approach^ and enter the dark gates of death,"] 
This haughty air ^fl\i\Qh Homer gives his heroes was 
doubtlefs a copy of the manners and hyperbolical Ipeeches 
of thofe times. I'hus Goliah to Darutd^ t. Sam. ch. 17. 
Approach^ and I nvill give thy ^e/h to the fowls of tite 
air and the beqfts qf the field* Ihe Orientals Tpeak the 
fime language to this day. 

V. i^ I . Like leaves on trees*] There is a noble gra^ 
vity in the beginning of this fpeech of Glducus accord- 
ing to the true ftyle of antiquity, Fenu and evil are our 
Days* This beautiful thought of our author, whereby 
the race of men are compared to the leaves of trees, is 
celebrated by Simonides in a fine fragment extant in 
Stobaus. The fame thought may be found in Ecclrfi^ 
afticus^ ch. 14. v. 18. almoft in tne fame words ; As of 
the green leaves on a thick tfee^fomefall and fome grow: 
fo is the generation offlt/h and bloody one comet h to an 
vidt and another is born. 

The 
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Afx>thtr race the fbllowmg fpriftg foppliesy 

Thqr '^ fncceffiTet and rucccffivc rife; 

So generatioot in tKeir courfe decay» 185 

So flouriih thefe, when thofe are paft away. 

But if thou ftill perUft to fearch my birth. 

Then hear a tale that fills the fpadous earth. 

A city ftands on Argot^ ntmoft bound, 
(Argos the fiur for waiiike fteeds renown'd} 190 
JEoSan Sifyphus^ with wifdom blcft. 
In ancient time the happy walls poflcft. 
Then callM Ephyre : XjJaucus was his fon ; 
Great Glaucusihlhcr of BeUerophon^ 
Who ere the fons of men in beauty fhinM, 195 

JuOvM for that valour which preferres mankind. 

Then 

The reader, who has feen fo many paiT;!^ imitated 
from Homer byfucceeding Poets, will no doubt bepleaf« 
ed to fee one of an ancient Poet which Homer has here 
imitated ; this is a fragment of Mujaus preferved by 
Clemens AUxandrinus in his StrBmatA^ lib. 6. 

*tli ii xen Mfuvn ytun -x»i fphXav ixianu 

Though this comparifon be juflly admired for its beauty 
in thi« obvious a^|>lication to the mortality and fuc- 
ceflTion of human life, it feems however defigned by rhc 
poet in this place as a proper emblem of the tranfitory 
liate, not of men, but or families, which toeing bv their 
misfortunes or folUes'fall^n and decayed* do again in a 
happier feafon revive and flourith in the fame and vir- 
tues of their pofterity : In thisfenfe it is a diref^ aMfwer 
to what Z)*6/«f^ had a(ked,..ais well as a proper preface to 
what Giaucus relates of his own family, which having 
beenexrinfi in Corinth^ had recovered new life in Lycia. 
V. 105. Then ca/r J EphyreA it was the fame whicit 
waP. afterwards called yoriniht aiid/had that name in 
fforie*'*a tunc, as appears f» om ; his . catalogue,.y. 77. 



Then mighty Pratps Ar^c/ fcepflcr fway'd, 

Whofe hard cpmmands Bfiilerofi)oo obeyM» 

Wi^h direful jealoufy the monarch ng'da 

And the brave Pnncfe in nuin'rouf toils cagag'd. 2 oft 

For him, jiiUca buni'4 with lawkfs jQame, 

And ftrove to. tempt ^im frgni the paths QfTame i 

In vain (he tempted t^ie r/ekntleCs youtb» 

£p{}u'd with wifdpm* facred fear, and truth. 

Fir'd at his (com the Queen to Prmtus&^^ 205 

And begg'd revenge for herioTuhed bed: 

Incens'd h^ htard> refolving on hiafate; 

But hofpitable laws reftrain'd his hate : 

ToLycia the devptcd youth he fent, 

With.tabtets feaPdy th^il told his dire intent. 2 1# 

Now blcft by cv'ry pow*r that guards the good. 

The chief arriv'd at Xanthus* filver flood : 

There Lyeia^^ monarch paid him honours due ; 

Ninp days he feafted, and nine bulls he (lew. 

But when the tenth bright morning orient glow*d, 2 15 

The faithful youth his monarch's mandate (how'd: 

The 

"V. 196. Lonfd for ikaf nmlour *wkich prefer*ves man- 
kind.'\ Thi? diilin6>ion of true valour which has the 
good of mankind for its end, in opiwCtion to the valour 
©f tyrants Or oppreflbrs, is beautifully hinted by I/cmer 
in the epithet Iparcn'*}, amiable 'valour. Such as was that 
%)f Be Her op hon^ V(ho freed the land {from monfters, and 
creatures deftrudtive to hisTpecies. It is applied to iljls 
young hero -with particular judgment ^nd propriety, if 
we confider the innocence and ^entltnefs of his man- 
ners appearing from the followmg Itory, which every 
one will obferve has a great refemblance with that of. 
Jof^h in the fcriptures. 

V. 216. The Jaiihful youth his monarcKs mandate 
Jhovj*d.'\ Plutarch much commends the virtue of Belle- 
rophon^ who faithfu'lly carried thofe letters he might fo " 
julily ftifpe^olill confequencesto him: Thepaflage is 
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The fkt4 tablets, t^ that inilant feaPd, 

The-dea^hFnl fecret to the King revealM; 

Firfty d\fC'GlHmitra*% conqueft wat enjoia'd;; 

A mingled monfter, of no mortal kind; X2# 

Behind* a dragon's fiery tail wasTpread ; 

A govt's- rough body bore a lion^s head ; 

Her pitchy noftrils flaky flames expire ; 

Her gaping throat emits infernal fire. 

This peft he (laughter'd (for he read the Ikics, 2*5 
A nd trufted heav'n's informing prodigies) 
Then met in arms tlie Sofyhidan orew, 
(Fierceft'of men) and thefe the warrior flew. 

Next 

in his dircourfe of curhjpt^^ and worth tranfcriblng* 
•* A man of curiofity is void of all fatth, and it is better 
•• to truft letters", or any impoetmt fecrcts to fervants, 
•• than to friends and familiars of an i-nquifitive tern- 
•• per. B filer of 'hen ^Y^hetk he carried letters that ordered 
•* "his «ov\Ti deftrudion, did not unfeal them, bu; for- 
** b4re touching the Kings difpatches with the fame 
•* continence, as he had refrained from injuring his 
*• bed : For curiofiiy is an ^incontinence as' well a« 
** adultery." 

V. 219. Firft, fTtre Chim3cra.3'tr/47/77^r/z was feigned 
to have the head of a lion breathing flame?, the body 
of a goat, and tail <if. a dragon ; becaufe ftie mountaiit 
of tka< name hi L^cia had a 'vulcano on its top, and nou- 
rifhed Jions^ the middle^art offered pcflure for gonrs; 
and the bottom was infeQed with ferpen'ts. Belle) ophon 
dertioying thefe, and rendering the moun:aiM habitable, 
was faid \o have conquered 'Chimtera» M« icalls this 
monfter OiroK 7u7(» in the manner of the Hebrews f 
who gave to any thing vaft or cjc^raordinary the appel- 
lative of Dk/Jne< So ihe Pialm;fl iay,9>^The jnoufifa'ms 
o/Gorl^hc. 

V. 123. The 3o1ym«an rrfw/^ Thefe Sol/mi v ere rm 
ancient nation inhabiting tlie moH'^tainouP parrs of y^a 
Minor y between Ijcla aaid. Pi/if I'la. Pliny mentions 
them as an iitllante of a people fo entirel? deilroyed, 
that no footfteps of them remained in bis time. Some 

Vol. !!• fi ?,N;^'5a. 
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Next the bold jima%on^^ whole force defy'd ; 

And cohquct'd ftin, for heav'n wasoD hisdde. 23a 

Nor ended here his toils : His Lycian foes 
At his return, a treacherous ambufh rofe^ 
With levelPd fpears along the winding fliore ; 
There fell they breathkfe and returned no more. 

At length the monarch with repentant grief 235 
Confefs'd the Gods, and God-defcended chief; 
His daughter gave, the ftranger to detain. 
With half the honours of his ample reign. 

author both ancient and modem, from a refemblance in 
found to the Lafin name of Jeru/a/cmj have confounded 
them with the Jews. Tacitus, fpeakiag of the various 
opinions concerning the origin of the Jewiyh nation, 
has thefe words : Clara alli tradunt Judaorum initia, 
Solymos carminibus, Homeri cekbraiam gmiem, condiice 
urh't Hierofohmamnomen ejuo feciff^. fiift. Lib. 6. 

V. 239. T^tfLycians^r/z/?/ a cnofen/paceofground.'i 
Jt was ufual in the ancient times, upon any figual piece 
of fervice perfornied by the King or gr«at men, to have 
a portion of land decreed by the public as a reward to 
them. Thus when Sarpedon in the twelfth book incites 
Glaucus to behave himfelf valiantly, he puts him in 
mind of thofe poffeffions granted by his country. 

r^osvxE, r\n ^n »aTT3i[jLifji,i(T^u fMyirct — &c. 

KaXhfy cpvraT^iiii nut k^Hfif^% wpp^o^ota* 

In the fame manner, in the 1 inth book of Vfrgil, Nifirs 
is promifed by Afcanius ihejields which were poflefb'd 
by Latinus, as a reward for the fervice he undertook. 

•* Carnpi quod rex habei ipfe Latinus, 

Chapman has an interpolation Jn this place, to tell us 
that this^i?^^ was afterwards called by the Lycians^ 
Thcfidd of nuandnnprs, from the wandrJngs and di- 
llrawon of heUerophon, in the latter part of his life. 
But they were not the fields that were called AAijioi. 
but thofe upon which he fell from the horfe Pegafus, 
where he endeavoured (as the fable has it) to molmt to 
lieaven. 

The 
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■The Lycians grant a chofen fpacc of ground, 
With woods, with- vineyards, and with harvefts crownM. 
There long the chief his happy lot poflcfs^d, 241 

With two brave fons and one fair daughter blefsM ; 
(Fair ev'n in heftv'nly eyes ; her fruitful love 
Crown 'd with Sarfedon*9:\AxX)x th^ entbrace o^ Jove) 
But when at laft, diftra£^edin his mind, 245 

Forfook by heav'n, forfaking human-kind. 
Wide o'er th' jiiet^t field he chofe to flray, 
; A long, forlorn, micomfortable way ! 
Woes heap'd on woes confum'dhis wafted heart ; 
His beauteous daughter fell by Phebeh dart ; 250 
His eldcft-born by raging Mars was (lain. 
In combat on the Solymaan plain. 
Hippolochus furviv'd ; from him I came, 
The honoifr'd author of my birth and name ; 

V. 245; But when at laft^ &c.] The fame Critics, 
who heve taxed Homer for being too tedious in this 
{iorj of Bellero^hon^ have cenfurt'd him for ominiiig to 
relate the particular otfence which had raifed the anger 
of the Gods a^ainll a man formerly fo highly favoured 
bv them : But this relation coming from the mo.ith of 
his.graiid(oM, it Is witti ^reat decorum and proprietv he 
pafTe^ over in filence thofe crimes of his anccflor, which 
had proyobed the divine" veitgeance agaInO him. Mihon 
has inter .voven this Uory with what Ilomsr hcte relate:* 
of Bdlerophon, 

* Led from his flying flej^d unrrin'd {as once 

* Bellerophon, thouj^h from a lo'-ver clime) 

* D.fmounted on th* Akian^cM I fall, 

* Erroneous there to wander and forlorn.^ 

ParaiifeJjifl. 5. 7. 

Tully in his third bock of ^/^'r^/Z/i^^qu eft ions, having 
obfervcd that perfons opprt- lied with woe naturally feek 
folitude, inftances this examtle of Bclkroplion^ and givej 
us his tranflation of two of thele lints. 

^yr mifer in campis mcrrens err ah at Aleiv, ,, 

Jpfe fuum cor edem^ hominum ve/ngia 'viians. 



lOO homer's I L I a D» B. V'K 

jBjr his dccfcc I fought the Trcyan town, zgg ' 

Bf his inftruftions learn to win rentfwn, 

To ftand the Srft in worth as in commandy 

To add n^KT honours to my native land. 

Before my eyes my mighty fires to place. 

And. emulate the glories of our race. 260 

He fpoke, and tranrport -fillM TytTaks* heart ; 
In earth the gen'rous warrior fix'd his dart, 
. Then friendly, thus, the JLji^fiis Prince addreft: 
Welcome, my brare hereditary gueft I 
Thu& ever let us meet with kind embrace, 265 

Nor (lain the facred friendfliip of our race« 
Know, chief, our grand fires have been guefts of old^ 
Oeneus the ftrong, Bellerophon the bold : 

V. 467. (^ur ^rand/ires harvc been ^guefts of old."] The 
laws of hofphalrtv were anciently held in great venera- 
'tipn. The friendlbip contrafted thereby, was fo facred, 
that they preferred it to all the bands of confanguinity 
and alliance, and accounted it obligatory even to the 
third and fourth 8;cnenrti0n. Wehavefeen in the fore- 
going (lory of Bellerophon, xhBt Prcetus^ ja Erince un«- 
der the fuppofition of being injnr'd in the highefl degree, 
is yet afraid to revenge himfelf upon the criminal on 
tfiis account ; H« is forced to fend him mxo Lycia rather 
than be ghilty of a breach of this law in his own coun- 
try. And the King oi Ljci<L, Having entertained the 
ftranger before he unfealed the letters, puts him upon 
expeditions abroad, in which he might be deftroyed, 
rather than at his court. We here fere Diomcd and 
Glaucus agreeing not to be enemies during the whole 
courfe of a war, only becaufe iheir grandfathers had 
been mutual gueft'. And we afterwards find 7*fwr#r 
engaged with the Greeks on this account againfi the 
^rojamy though himfelf was.of Trojan extrad^ion, the 
nephew of Priamhy themotner's fide, and coufin german 
-of Hedor^ whofclife he purfues with the utmoft violencie. 
They preferved in their families the prefents which had 
^een made on thefe occafions, as obliged to tranfmit to 
^ ir children the memorials of this rite qf hpfpitality. 
WittLiftaihitii. 

1 . °" 
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Our ancient feal hh honourM prefence grac'df 
Where twenty days in genial ritea he pafsM. 270. 
Tbe{>arting heroes mutual prefencs left ; 
A golden goblet was thy grandfirc's gift 7 
Oeneus a belt of matchlefs work beflow'd/ 
That rich with Tynan dye refulgent glowM. 
(This from his pledge I Icarn'd, \^ hich fafcly floi 'd 275 
Among my treafures, (lill adorns my board : 
For lydcus left me young, when ThebPs wall 
Beheld the fons of Gr^^tf. untimely fall.) 
Mindful of tbis, in friend(htp let us join ; 
If heav'n our fteps to foreign lands incline. 
My gueft in uirgoi thou, and I in Lyda throe. 
Enough of Trojans to this lance fhall yield. 
In the full harveft of yon* ample field ; 
Enough of Grr^i/ fhall dye thy fpcar wuh gore; . 
But thou and Diomed be foes no more. 285 

Now change we arms, and prove to cither hoft 
We guard tbe friendfliip of the line we boaOb. 
Thus having faid, the gallant chiefs aUght, 
Thjcir hands they join, their mutual faith they plight : : 
Brave Glaucus then each narrow thought refignM, 290 
{.Jove warm'd hi* bofom and enlarged his mind) 

For. 

V. 29 1 . Jove 'warnTd his bqfom and enlarged his mind, ] 
The words in the original are e^iXsTo- ^p/m?, which may 
equally be interpreted, he took aijuay lusjenfe^ or he ele* 
'vated his mind. The former being a rcfle^^ion upon 
Glaucus*8 prudence, for making fo unequal an exchange, 
the^ latter a praife of the magnanimity and cenerouty 
"which induced him to it. Porphyry contends toritf^ be- 
ing underflood in this laft way, and Et^aihius^ Mon- 
fieur and Madam Dacier are of the fame opinion. Not- 
vrithdanding it is certain that Homer ufes the fame words 
in the contrary fcnfe in the feventeenth Iliad, V. 4fo. 
B s off 
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For Diomed*A trafs arms, of meaoilcvice ; 

For which nine oxen paid (a vulgar price) 

He gave hifi own of gold divinely wroiighl, 

A hundred beeves the fhining purchafe bought. 295 

Mean tiniic the guardian of the Trojan ftate, 
Great Hedor^ cnterM at the ScMti gate. 
Beneath the beech-tree's confecrated (hades, 
Tiie Trojan matrons and the Trojan maids 
Around him flack'd, all prefbM with pious care 300 
For hufbandp, brothers, fons, engag'd in war. 
He bids the train in long proceflion go, 
And feek the Gods, t'avert th' impending woe* 
/^nd noiv to lYtaw^^ (lately courts he came. 
Raised on jfttch'd coluBins of (lupeiidous frame ; 305 
O'er thcfe a range of marble ftru£ltire runs, 
The rich pavilliaM of his fifty fons. 
In fifty chamber^ Wg'd; and rooms of date 
Opposed to thoG;, where Prlam*^ daughters fate : 

of cbeo:i^ina1, and in the nineteenth, V. 137. And it 
is an obvious rennrk, ihat the .interpittation of Por- 
pkyry a/i much difhrOnours Dhmed who p;'0'.x)fcd fhis 
exeh.irpe, as it doc? honour to G/aurus for corilcnting 
U ir. Ho.vftver I hr-v? followed it, if not as the juHer, 
a's ihe nioi\ heroic fcnfe, antt as it has the nobler air in 
j?oelry. 

V. 295. A hundred he €'ves.'\ I wonder the curious have 
r.ct re marked from this place, that the proporticii of 
;li9 value of gold to b) qfs in tlie time rf the Trojan war, 

• i\a3 butas an hundred to nine ; aJlowing thefe armours 
of equal weight', which, as thev belonged to men of 
equal rtrengih, is a reafonable fiippofuion. As to this 
manner of corrputirg the value of the armour by heeves 
or oxen^ it might he either becr.ufe the money was an- 
ciently Ihimped with thofe figures, or (which is moll pro- 
bable in this place) becaufe in rhofe times they gene- 
rally pu chnfed by exchange of commoditie?, as we fee 

• \>y a pi'liage near the end of the ftvcnth book. 

Twelve 
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Twelve domes for them and their lov'd fpoufcs ihbnc. 
Of equal beauty, and of poliOiM ikone. 311 

Hither great He8or pafs'd, nor pafs'd unfeen 
Of royal Hecuba, his mother Queen. . 
(With her Laod'ue^ whofc beauteous face 
SurpafsM the nymphs of Troy*s illuflricusiace) 315 
Long in a'ilrid embl-ace (he held her fon, 
And prefs'd his hand, and tender thus begun. 

O lienor i (zLjy what great occafion calls 
My fon from fight, when Greece furrounds our walls ? 
Com'ft thou to flip plicate th' almighty pow'r, 320 
With lifted hands from //ion's lofty tow'r ? 
Stay, till I bring the cup with Bacchus crown 'd. 
In y^w's high name, to fprinkle on the ground, 
And pay due vows to all the Gods around. 
Then with a pltntcons draught refrefti thy foul, 325 
And draw new fpirits from the gen'rous bowl-j 
Spent as thou art. with long laborious fight, 
Tlie brave defender of thy country^s right. 

Far hence be Bacchus^ gifts (the chief rejoin'd) -j 
Inflaming wine, pernicious to mankind, 330. r 

Unnerves, the limbs and dulls the noble mind. 3 

Let 

V. s«9. Far hence b^zcchu^* gifts-^In/Iamirtg ivhe.J 
This maxim oi HiSior*Sy concerning wine, has a great 
deal of truth in it. It is a vulgar raiftake to imagine 
the ufe of wine either raifes the fpirits, or*increafes 
ftreiigth. The beft Phyficians agree with Homer in this 
• point ; whatever our modern foldiers maj obje«Sl to this 
old heroic regimen. One may take notice that Samp* 
/onus well as HcSior was a v^ater drinker; for he was 
a SazariU by vow, and as fuch was forbid the ufe of 
wine. To which MiUon alludes in \i\& Sampfon Ago^- 
n'tflts, 

E4 !'Wherc^- 
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l^ct chiefs abilaiD, and fpare the facred juice 

To fprinkU to the Gods, its better ufe. 

By me that holy office were protaii'd ; 

III fits it xnci witli human gore diflaln'd, 535 

To'ihepurc fkies thefe horrid .hands to rai&, 

Or offer heav'n's gteat Sire polluted praife. 

You, with your matrons, go ! a fpotlefs train, 

And burn rich odours in Minerva^ ^ fane. 

The largeft mantle your full wardrobes hold, 340 

Moil priz'd for art, and laboured o'er with gold, 

Before the Goddefs^ honoif r'd knees be fpread,. 

And twelve young heifers to her akar led. 

So may the pow'r aton'd by,fcrvent prayV,, 

Our wives, our infants, and our eity fpare,. J45 

And far avert Tydtdes^ waftcful itc. 

Who mows whole troops, and makes all Tro^. retire. 



* Where-ever fountain or frefli current flow'd 

* Aeainll the ealleru ray^ tranflucent, purri^ 
*^ With touch athcreal of heav'n's fiery rody 

* i drank, from the clear milky juice allaying' 

* 'I'hii;,'^, and refreih'd % nor envj'd them the grape, 

* VVhofe henvis that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 

* V. S3S. Ul/its if me^ nuifh human gore dtftairCd, &c.] 
1'he curtom which prohibits fierfons poUuted- with blood 
to perform any offices of divine worfhip before they were 
purified, is fo ancient and univerfal, that it may in fome 
fort be eftcemtd a precept of natural religion, tending 
to infpire an uncommon drea» and religious horror of 
bloodAied. There is a fine paffagc in Euripides where 
Iphigenia argues how impollible it is that human facri- 
fices iho«iM be acceptable to the Gods, fince they do not 
permit any defiled with blood, or even polluted with tho 
touch of a dead body, to come near their Altars. Iphig^ 
in Tauris, V. 380. f^irgil makes his JEneas fay toe; 
lame thing HeHor docs here. 

Me hello ^ ianto digrejjfum & cade recenti 
Attra^are nofas^ dome mejlumine vi'vero 
- Ablucro* 

Be 
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Be this, O mother, your religioos care ; 
I go to rouze foft Paris to the war ; 
If yet, not loft to all the fenfe of (hamc, 35« 

The recreant warrior hear the voice of fame. 
Oh would kind earth the hateful wretch embrace^ 
That peff of Troy f that ruin of our race ! 
Deep to the dark abyfspight he defcend, 
Troy yet (honld flourifli, and my forrows end. 355 
This heard, (he gave command; and fummon'd came 
Each noble matron, and iUuftrious dame^ 
The Phrygian Queen to her rich wardrobe went. 
Where treafur'd odours brtath'd a coftly. fcent. 
There lay the veftures of no vulgar art, • 366 

Sidonian maids embroidex'd ev*ry part,' • 
Whom from foft Si Jon youthful P^ri/ bore, 
With Helen touching on the- Tyrian (hbte. 
Here as the Qucen rcvolv'd with careful eyes 
The various textures and the various dyes, 365 . 

She chofe a veil that fhone fuperiorfar. 
And glowM reftilgent as the morning ftar. 
Herfelfwith this the long proceflion leads; 
The train majeftically Oovi^ proceeds. 

V. 561. Sidopian maids.] DiSiys Creieri/ts, /ib, x. ac- 
quaints us, that P<aWj"returned notdiredtly to 7><y/afVer 
the rape of Helen^ but fetched a cbmpafs, probably to 
avoid purfuit. He tooched at SicioHy where he furprtzed 
the Kineof Phc^mciu by night, and carried off niaiiy of 
his treafuresand captives, amon^ which, probably werfe 
thefe Sidonian women. The author of the ancient poem 
of the Cypryacks fays, he failed from Sparta to ^royvcL 
I he f pace of three clays: from which paiTage Herodoiut^ 
concludes that poem was not Homer^s, We find in the 
fcriptures that Tj/rf and Sidonvfere famous for works of 
gold, embroidery, {f?f. and whatever regarded magni- 
ficence aud htxury. 

E5 Sooa 
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<Soon as to /&»'$ topmoft tow'r th«y come, 370 

Aod awful reach the high PaUadian dome, 

jintenor^k confort, feir Theano^ waits 

As Pallai* prieftef«, a ad imbar* the gates.- 

With hands upHftcd and imploring eyes, 

They fill the dome with fopplfcatingxries. 375 

The prie&efs then the ferning veil difplays, 

Plac'd on MtMsrv/^s knees,, add thus (he prays. 

Oh awfol Goddefs I ever dreadful maid, 
Troys ftrong defieacc, unconquer'd iPj/Aw, aid ! 

_. [Break 

V. 374. WiO^i hands uplifted.'] The old gefture de- 
fcribed by Homer, as «fed by the ancients in the invo* 
cation of the Gods» is the lifting up their hands to hea- 
ven, ^zr^/7 frequently alludes to thi"; prad^ice ; parti- 
cularlv in the fccond book there is a paffage, the beauty 
of which is i^uch raifed by this confideration. 

JScce fr^thihatur paffis Pr iameia 'virgo 
Crinihus a templo, Uaffandra, adyiyque Mincr'va, 
Ad aelum tendons ardent ia lurtilnafru/ira^ 
Lumlna \ namtemras arcehant 'vtnada palmas. 

"V. 37S. Oh awful Goddefs, kc,^ This proceflion of 
the Trojan matrons to the temple of Miner'va^ with 
their oneri-ng, and the ceremonies ; though it bea paf- 
fagefome moderns have critirifcd upon, feem? to have 
particularly pleafed Virgil. For he h^s not only intro- 
duced it among the figures in the pidure at Carthage, 
jEn. I. V. 479' 
Inter ea ad templum non aqva Palladis thant 
Crinihus lliadcspaffts, peplumquc ferehant ^ 
Siippliciier Irj/lcs \ & tu7ifa pcSiora palmis* 
Diuafolo fixos oc ulos a'vtrj'a tern bat ; 

' 1>ut has again copied it in the eleventh book v\here the 
Lattan drtmes make the fame proceflion upon the ap- 

. proaLch of Aineas to their city. The prayer to the God- 
defs is tranllatcd almoft word for word : V. 4S3. 

Arniipotens belli prafcs, Tritonia 'vir^o, 
Frange manu telum Phrypi pradonts, & ipfum 
PfOnufnJlerne fob, poriijque effunde fub alt is. 

This 
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Break thou Tydides^ fpear, and let him fiall 38c 
Prone on the duft before the Tr€Jan wall. 
So twelve young heifers, guiltlefs of the yoke. 
Shall fill thy temple with a grateful fmoke. 
■But thou, aton'd by penitence and prty'r* 
Ourfclves, our infants, and ouf city fparc ! 385 

So pray'd the Pricftefs in her holy fane; 
So vow'd the matrons, but they vowM in vain. 

While thefe appear before the pow'r with pray'rs, 
HeSor to Parts* lofty dome repairs. 
Himfelf the manfion rais'd, from ev*ry part 390 

Affembling architeAs of matchlcfs art« 

Near 

This prayer in the Latin Pcet feems introduced with- 
lefs propriety, fince Pallas appears no where ii)terei)ed 
in the coiidu6^ of affairs through the Aholc JEne'td, The 
•ftrft line of the Greek here is trenflated more literally 
than the former verfions ; lpy<rMr/oAi, IXa, ^lum. I take 
the fiftt Fpithet to allude to Minerva^s being the par- 
ticular protecVrefs of Troy by. means of the Palladium^ 
slid not (as Mr. Hobbes underilandsit) the protedb'efs of ' 
all cities in general. 

V. 387. But fhay^O'vSd in 'vain.'\VoT Helenus only 
ordered that prayers ftiould.be made to Minerva to • 
drive Diomed from before the walls. But Theano prays 
tlmt Diomed may perifli, and perifh flying, which is in- 
cluded in his falling forivard. Madam Dacicr is fo 
free as to obferve here, that women are feldom mode-" 
ra':e in the prayers they make againlt their enemies, and 
therefore are feldom heard. . 

y^ 390. Himjelf the man/ion raised,] J muft own my- 
felrnot fo great an enemy ro Paris as fome of the com- 
mentitors. His blind paflTion is the unfortunate occa- 
fion of the ruin of his country, and he has the ill fate to . 
h^ve all his fine qualities fwallowed up in that. And 
indfcri I cannot fay he endeavours much to be a better 
man than his nature madb him : But as to his puts and 
turn of mind, I fee nothing that is either weak, oiv wick- 
ed, ihe g'neral manners of tUofe times ccnfidered. Oa • 
the conuary, r gentle foul, patient of good advice. 

though I 
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Near Pviam^s court and He8or\ palace ftands 
The pompous flrufiure, and the town commands;^ 
A fpear the hero bore of wond'rous (Irengtby 
Of full ten cubkswae the lancets length, 395. 

The deely point with golden ringlets j pi n'd,. 
Sefore him brandifh'd^at each. mption (hin'd^^ 
Thus entering in the glitt'ring rooms he found. 
His brother-chief, whofe ufelefs arms lay round, 
Hi» eyes delighting >vith their fplendid (how, 406 
Sright'ning the (hield, and poli/hing the bow. 
Beiide him Helen with her irirgins (lands,. 
Guides their rich bbours, and iA(iru6ts their hands. 

Him thus unadire, with an ardent look,. 
The Prince beheld^ and high-refenting fpokeu 405 

thoiif[h indolent enough to forget it ;• and Ha Wife o«lf to 
that frailty of love, v^hich methinks might-in his cafe as 
well as HeUifs be charged upon the iS^/^rj, and the 
Gods* So very amorous a coiifhtution, and fo incompa- 
rable a beauty to provoke it. might be temptntion 
enough even to a wife man, ana in (oine degree make 
himdefervecompa(rion, if not pardon. It is remarka- 
ble, that Homei' does not paint nim and Helen (as feme 
other Poets would have done) like monOers odious to. 
Gods and Men, but-ailows their charadlers fuch eileenv- 
able (Qualification!; as could confid, and in truth- generally 
do, with tender frailties.: He gives Paris feveral polite 
otcdmpliibments, and in particular a turn to* thofe fci- 
euces that are the refult of a fine imagination. He 
n)ake« him have a tafte and addid^ion to curious 'works 
of all fort J, which caufed him totranfport Sidonian an- 
fifts to Trj^, and employ himfelf at nome in adorning 
and finifhing his armour: and now we are told tlftt he 
plTembled the mod ikiiful builders from all parts of 
rhe country, to render his palace a compleat piece o£ 
ArchiteBure. This, together with what Homer has faid 
elfewhere of his fkill in the H<trp^ which in thofe days 
hicluded both Mujtc and Poetry^ may I think efiabliih 
him a Bel EJprit and f^fine geniuu 

Tby 
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Thy hate to Troy^ is this the time to fhow? 
(Oh wretch ill-fated, and thy country's foe t). 
Paris and Greece againft us both confpire. 
Thy clbfe refentment, and their: veogefiil ire. 
For thee great //ion's guardian heroes fall, 4^10 
Till heaps of dead alone defend ber wall :- 
For thee the foldier bleeds, . the matron mourns^ 
And wafte&l war in all its fury burns* 
Ungrateful man ! defejves not this thy care. 
Our troops to hearteut and our toils to (hare ? 415 
Rife, or behold the conqu'ring flames afcend. 
And all the Phrygian, gjories at an end. 

v. 4o<^. Thy hate to Troy, 6fr.] AH the com men fa- 
tors obftrve this fpcech of HeClor to be a- piece of ^- 
dfice ; he feems to imagine that the retirement of 
Parts proceeds only frona his refentmerrt againft the 
Trojans^ and not from his indolence, luxury, or any 
other caufe. Plutarch thus difcourfes upon it. '* As a 
*' djfcreet phyfician rather chufes to cure hie patient by 
•* diet or reft, than by caftoreum or fcammony, foa 
'* good friend, a good mafter, or a gooi father, areaU 

* * ways better pleafed to make ufe of commendation 
•■• than reproof, for the reformation of manners : For 

* • nothing fo much aflifts a man who reprehends with 
** franknefs and liberty, nothing renders him lefs 
*' offenfiire, or better promotes his good deiign, than to 
** reprove with calmnefs, af&^on and ten^per. He 
•* ought not therefore to.nrge them too feverely if they 
•• deny the fa^, nor foreftal their juftification of them- 
** felves, but rather try to hfelp them out, andfurnifti 
** them artificially with honeft and colourable preten- 
•* ces to excufe them; and though he fees that thc*r 
'* fault proceeded from a more (hameful caufe, he 
•• ihould yet impute it to fomething lefs rriminat. Thus 
*• HeHor deals with Paris^ when he tells him,' This is 
*• not the time to mamfeft your anger againft the Trojans : 
'* As if his retreat from the battle had not been abfo- 
" lutely a flight, but merely the effedl of refentment 
" and indignation." Pint, Of knowing a flatter tr from 
a friends 

Brother* 
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Brotiier, 'tU juft( reply 'd tbc beauteous youth) 
Thy free remonftrance proves thy worth and truth : 
Yet charge my abfcnce lefs, oh geu'rous chief! 420 
On hat^ to Trof , than .confcioua fhame and grief : 
Here^ Iwd from huttian eyes thy brother fate, 
And mourn'd in fecret, his, and Ilton^s fate. 
'Tis now enough : noW glory fpreadaher charms, 
And beauteous Helen calls her chief to arms. 4-5 
Conqueft to day my happier fword may blefs, 
*l*i8 man's to fight j but hcav'n's to give fuccefs. 
But while I arm, contain thy ardent mind ; 
Or go, and Parts (hall not lag behind. 

He faid, noranfwerM Priam's warlike fon ; 430 
When Helen thus with lowly grace begun. 

Qb gen'rous brother ! if the guilty dame 
That cau6*d thefe woes, defcrves a filler's nnmc ! 

V. 418. Brniher^ *ti5 ju/}^ <^c.] /^//-/j rcadilv lavs 
hold of the pietexi IhSior had furnilhed him with, nnd 
confelTes he pnrtly touched upon the true icafon of h-s 
retreat, hut that it v; ;s alfo pirtt]? occnfrned' by- tlif con- 
cern he felt ct Uie vidcry of his rival. Next he piofefH s 
his readinefs for the fight : but notiiinc; can he a liner 
trait (if we confiier his character) than what Honer puts 
into his mouth juft in this p*ace, ihat/i^ /j now cyhn-tcd 
to it hy Hel'.:n : Which (hevi's ihat not the danger of h's 
country and parents, neither private fijame, nor piil)i;c 
hatred, could fo much prevail upon \\\m i\< ihz com- 
mands of hisniiftrefs to go and recover his honour. 

V. 432- \\t\tW^ fpcech.] The rrrpentrince of U Una 
('which we have before obferved Homer never lofes an 
opportunity of maniferting) i iinely tojched :i<;ain h( re. 
Upon the wh >le, vvtir fee tlie GoJs are alv%ax3 concen- 
ed in what bef.ils an unfortumite beauty: Her li^irs 
foredoonried all the mifcliitf, and l>.^vcii v. as to hlartie 
in fuffer.ng her to live : 'I hen (he iAu\s g(:t? quit of the 
infamy of her lovtr, and (hews fhc has l'.i<i'.i*jr lerti- 
nients of honour t.^»au he. Mow very natural ib all this 
in the like chati^flers to this day ? 

Wou'd 
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WouM heav'n, ere all tlicfe dreadful deeds were done. 
The day that (how*d tne to the golden fun, 435 
Had fcen my death ! Why did not whirlwinds bear 
The fatal infant to the fowls of air ? 
Why funk I not beneath the whelming tide, . 
And 'midft the roarings of the waters dy'd ? 
Heaven filPd up all my ills, and I accurft 440 

Bore all, and Paris of thofe ills the worft. 
Helen at leafta braver fpoufe might claim, 
Warm'd with fome virtue,. fome regard of fame! 
Now tir'd with toils, thy fainting limbs recline. 
With toils, fuftain'd for Parts^ fake and mine : 445 ' 
The Gods have L'nk'd our miferable doom,.* 
Our prcfent woe, and infamy to come : 
Wid^ (hall it fpread, and laff thro* ages long,. 
.Example fad ! and theme cf future fong. 

The chief reply 'd: This time forbids to reft : 450. 
The Trojan bands, by hoflile fury preft, . 
Demand their Memory and his arm require ; 
The cpmbat urges, and my foul*s on fire. 
tJrge ihbu thy Knight to march where glory calls. 
And timely join me, ere I leave the walls. 45^5 

Ere yet I mingle in the direful fray, 
My wife, my infant, claim a moment's flay 5 

. This day (perhaps the laft thatfees me here) 
Pemands a parting word, a tendef tear : 

' This day, fome God, who hates our Trofan land, 460 

May vanquifli lienor by a Grecian hand. 

He (aid, and paft with fad prefagfng. heart 

To feek his fpoufe, his foul's far dearer part ; 

At 

462. 77ie T.pifode of Heftor and AhdrOTiache.] Ho- 
mcr undoubtedly fhines naoft upon the great fubJ2(5Js, 

la 
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At home he fought hery but he fought in vain : 
-She^ with one maid of all her menial traiOy 4^5 
Had thence retired ; and with her fecond joy, 
The young Afiyanax^ the hope of Troy^ 

in railing our admiration or terror : Pity and the fofter 
pafTion.s ««* "Ot fo much of the nature of his Poem, 
which ]!« formed upon anger and the Yiolence ofi^ambi- 
tion. But we have caufe to think his genius was no lefs 
•capable of touching the hcmi with tehdernefs, th«in of 
finng it with glory,, firom the few Sketches he has left 
us of his excellence in that way too. In the prefent 
Epifode of tire parting of HcBtr and Andromache^ he 
has a^mbled all that lore, grief, and compaffkmcould 
infpire. The greateft cenfurcrs of /fo/»afr have acknow- 
ledged rhtmfclves charmed wiih this part, even Men* 
fieur Perrault trarflated it into French verfe, as a kind 
of penitential facrifice for tlie faciileges, be had com- 
mitted againii this author. 

This Epifode tends very much to raife the chara6r'er* 
of Hcflor^ and endear him to every reader. ThishcBo, 
though doubtful if he (houM ever fee Troy again, yet 
goes not to his v^ife and child; till after he has takeii^ 
care for the facri6i:o^, exhorted Paris to the fight, and 
difcharged every duty to the Gods, and to his country;, 
his love of \ahich» as we frismerlyi remarked, maket his 
chief chara6)er, \Vhat a bca*iiiful contrafl 4ias Homer 
made between the manners o^ Paris andthbfe ofHc^or^ 
as he here (hews them one after the other in this do- 
meftic light, and in their regards to the fair fex ? What 
a difference between the charafters and behaviour of 
Helen and Andromache ? And what an ami.ible pi«3ure 
of conjugal love, oppofed to that of unlawful paflTion ? 

I mull not forget that Mr. Drydcnhas formerly tranf- 
lated this admirable Epifode, and with fo much fuccefs 
as to leave me^at leajl.no hopes of improving or equal- 
ing it. l*lie utmoft I can nreteiid is 10 have avoicfed a 
few modern phrafes and: dcviationa- fiom the original, 
which haveefcaped that gre^t man. I am unwilling to 
remark upon an authpr to whom every Engli/h poet 
owe.<5 fo much » and (ball therefore only take notice of a 
criticifm of his, which I mn(| be obliged to anfwer in 
its place, as it is an accufation ot'Monier himfelf. 

Eeflfiw. 
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PenGvc fhc ftood on JIM% tow'ry height, . 
Beheld thevrai:, and (ickeo'd at the fight : 
There her fad eyes in vaiD her Lord explore, 470 
Or weep the wounds her bleeding countty bore. 

But he who found not whom his foul dcflr'dy . 
Whofe virtui charm'd hinxas her beauty fir*d, 
Stood in the gates, and aflc'dwhat way (he bent 
Her parting fttfp ? If to the fane (he went, 47 j 
Where late the mourning matrons made refort ;. 
Or fought her fitters in the Trojan court? 
Not to the court, ( reply 'd th' attendant traia) 
Nor mixt with matrons to Minerva's fane t. 
To liion^s ftcepy tow'r (he bent her way^ 480 

To mark the fortunes of the doubtful day« 
7rof fled, (he heard, before the Grecian fword ;, 
She heard, and trembled for her diftant lord :: 
Diftraded with furprize (he feem'd to fly, 
Fear on her cheek, and forrow in her eye. 485 

The nurfe attended with her infant boy. 
The young Jfiyanax^ the hope of Troy. 
HeSLor^ this heard, returned without delay ; 
Swift thro' the town be trod his former way,. 

Thfo* 

v. 468. Penfive/hejfood on IXxoxiztvw^ry hijght.'] It 
is a fine imagination to leprcfent the leiiderneis of An- 
dromache for He£lor^ by her Handing upoii the tower of 
Trqy^ and watching all his motions in the field ( even 
the religious proccfifion to Minerva*^ temple could not' 
draw her from this place, at a time when (he thought her. 
hu(band in danger. 

V. 47t, IS^ho/e virtue charnCdhim^ &c.] Homer in 
this yerfe piirticularizes rhe v'xxtxxt of Andromache in the 
Epithet uf^vfMvaf bUmelefs or without a fault. 1 have 
ufed it literally in another part of this Epifode. 

V. 488. HeClor, this heard ^ returned A HeRor does not 
(lay to feek his wife on the tower of ilion^ but hafiens 
where tht bufioefsof the field calls him. Homer is ne* 

fcr 
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Thro* ftrects ©f palaces, and walks of date ; 490 
And met the mourner at the Sttan gate. 
With hafte to meet him fprong the joyful fair. 
His blamelefs wife Action* % wealthy heir : 
(Cicilian Thehe great ^<r/io/i fvvay'd, 
And Hippoplacut* wide extended (hade) 495 

The nurfe ftood near, m whofc embtaces prcft. 
His only hope hung frailing at hcrbrcaft, 
Whom each foft charm and early grace adorn, 
^ Fair as the new-born ftar that gUds the morn. 
To this lovM Infant HeSor gave the name 50O 

Scamandriusy from Scamander*% honoured flream* 
ytftyanax the Trojans call'd the boy, 
From his great father, the defence of Troy. 
Silent the warrior fmil'd, and pleas'd, refign'd 
To tender paffions all his mighty mind : ^o§ 

ver wanting in point of iionour and decency, and while- 
he conOanily obeys the llridieft rules, finds a way to 
TOs-ke them contribute to the beauty of his poem. Here, 
for inftance, he has managed it fo, that thisobreivance of 
' HeSloi-^ is the caufe of a very plenfing furprize 10 the 
reader •, for at firft he is not a little difa])poiT»ted to find 
that i/c^(?r does not meet AndrorhachCy and is no lefs 
fjleafei afterwards to fee them encounter by chance, 
which gives him a fatisfaftion he thought he had loft. . 
Vac'ier, 

V. 50 r. Scamandrius, fr<}m Scamander'j honoured 
ftrcarriy &c.] This manner of giving proper njn:ei to 
children derived from any place, accident, or quality be- 
longing to them or their parents, is very ancient, and 
was cullomary among the Hebrew's, TJie Trojans called 
the fon of He^or J Ajlyanax^ becaufe (as it is laid here 
and at the eni of the tvventy-fecond booli) his father 
defended the city. There are many inftances of the 
fame kind in the thirtieth chapter cf Qene/tt^ vshere the 
names given to Jacoh*^ chilaren, and the realbnsof. 
thofe names, ajre enumerated. 

His 
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His beauteous PriDcefs cad a mournful lode. 
Hung on his band, and then dcje^d fpoke ; 
Her boCbm laboured with a boding figh. 
And the big tear itood trembling in her eye. 

Too daring Prince ! ah whither doft thou run? 5 lo 
Ah too forgetful of thy wife and fon 1 
And think'ft thou not how wretched we (hall be, 
A widow I, an helplefs orphan he ! 
For fure fuch courage length of life, denies. 
And thou muft fall, thy virtue's facrifice. 515 

Grace in her fingle heroes drove iu vain ; 
Now Hofts oppofe thee, and thou muil be (lain ! 
Oh grant me, Gods ! -ere Hedor meets his doom^ 
All T can afk of heav'n, an early tomb I 
So fhall my days in one fad tenor run, 520 

And end with forrows as they firfl begun. 
No parent now remains, my griefs to fhare, 
No father's aid, no mother's tender care. 
The fierce Achilles wrapt our walls in fire, 
Laid 7hche wafte, and flew my warlike Sire I 525 

His 

V. 524. The fierce Achilles, ^r.] Afr. Dryd^n in the 
pref.a-e to the ijiird \o\\\m^oi Mifcdluny Poems has pail 
a jibJgmcnt up^np.Mt of this fpaech, which is altogether 
unworthy of him. ** Andromache (favs he) in the midlt 
" ofher concernment and fright for //(?^/-, runsoffher 
•• bi&fs, to tell him a iJory of her pedigree.andof the la- 
*• mentablc death of her father, her mother, and her fe?eii 
** brorhcrj. The Devil w^s in Hcdor, if he knew not 
** all this matter ae well as (lie who told it him ; for (he 
•* !rid been his tedfrllow for many years together : 
" And if he knew it, then it rauft be confeired, that 
*' Homer ^ in ihis long aiN;refl[ion, has rather given us his 
•* ow'n charadler, than 1 hat of the fair lady whom he 
•• painte. His dear friends the convnentacors, who ne- 
•* vcr fail him at a pinch, will needs excufe him, by 
•* making the prefenf forraw of ^^*// wwrtf ^f ; to occa- 
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His fate compaflicm ia the viSor bred : 
Stern ag be wat, be yet revcr'dtbe dead. 
His radiant arot prefenr'd ftom> hMh fpojly 
And laid bim decent cm tbe ftm'sal pile ;. 

Then 

" fion the rexiiembrance of all the pad : But others 
" think that (he had enough to do wrjth that grref which 
•• now oppreffed her, without running for adiilance to 
** her feraily." But may not it be anfi%ercd, Ihat 
nothing^ was. naore namral in Andremacke^ than to 
recoiled her ptaft calamities, . in order to reprefent her 
prefent diRrefs to HeSor in a fironger light, and 
ihew her utter defertioo if he ibould perifb ? What 
could more efieduatly work upon a eenerous and 
tender mind, like that of HeHor T What could 
therefore be more propsir to each of tlieir charac* 
ters ? XiHcHor be induceid to refrain from the field, it 
proceeds from coropailkm to Andromache: If Andro* 
ffMiche endeavour to perfuade'him, it proceeds from 
ber fear for. tbe life of. i%^9r.. Homer had yet a far«- 
ther view in this recapitulation ; it tends to raife his 
chief hero- AchH&s^ aiid acquaints us with thofe great 
atchievements of his which preceded the opening of the 
Poem. Since there was a uecetlity that this herofliould 
be abfent from the aiSlton during a great part of tbe ///W, 
the Poet has fhe^'n his art in no'^ing more, than in t!ie 
methods he takes from time to time to keep up our 
great idea of him, and to awaken our expeflation of 
what he is to perform in the progrefs of the work. His- 

treated enemi^ cannot upbraid, or complain of Kim - 
ut at the fame time they confefs his glory « and defcribe 
his VTdK>ries. When Apollo encourages the Trojans to 
£ght,it is by telling them Achilles fights no more. When 
Juno animates the Greeks^ it is by putting them in mind 
that they have to do with enemies who durO not appear 
out of their walls while Achilles engaged. When An-^ 
dromache trembles for He^lor^ it is with remembrance 
of the refiftlefs force of ^r^/iZfj. ^ And when Agamem^ 
non would bribe him to a reconciliation, it is partly with 
thofe very treafures and fpoils which had been won by 
AchiHes himfelf. 

V. 528. Hit arms fre/em/d from hqfiile fpoiLI The 
circumdasce of Aittonh being burned with his arms, 
will not appear trivial in this relation, when we reflect 
with vv'hat eager pailloa tbofe ancient heroes fought tn 

fpoil 
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Then rais'd a mountain where his'-bones were burn'd, 
The mountain. nymphs'the rural tomb adom'dy 531 
Jove\ Ifmn- daughters bade their elms bellow 
A barren /hade, and in his honour grow. 

By the fame anh my fet'n brare brothers fell. 
In one fad day beheld the gates of hell ; ^^^ 

While the fat herds .and fnowy flocks they fed. 
Amid their fields the haplefs Heroes bled 1 
My mother liv'd to bear the vigor's bands. 
The Queen of J^/^(^/am'8 fylvan laqds: 
Redeemed too late, (he fcarce beheld again 540 
Her pleaiing empire and her native plain, ^ 
When, ah! opprefsM by life-conAioiing woe. 
She fell a vi£lim to Diana's bow. 

fpoiland carry off. the armour of a vanquifbed enemyj 
and therefore fhis s^ion of jichilles is mentioned as an in- 
flance of uncomriion favour and gencrofiry. Thus JEneas 
in f7>^/7. having (lain Z.«z{/kr, and being moved with 
eompafjion for this unhaj^^py youth, gives him a promife 
of the like faToiir. 

Arma^ quihus hrfaiust Tidbe lua : ieque parenium 
ManibuSy ^ cineri^Ji qua eft ea cura^ remit to* 

V, 532. Jove's fylvan daughters hade their clmTbe* 
fiow A barren Jhade^ &c.] ^ Ic wai? the cnftom to plant 
about tombs onlv fuch trees as elms, alders, 6ff. that " 
bear no fruit, as being raoft fuitable to the dead. This 
-palTage alludes to that piece of antiquity. 

V. 543. A 'vifiim to DianaV bo'W,'^ Tjie Greeks' 
afcrihed all fudden deaths of women to Diana, So 
Vlyffes^ in Odjfjf- 1 1*. afks Anticlea^ among the (hades 
ffdie died by the darts of X>/«7itf/ And in the prefent 
book, Laodanie^ the daughter of BellerrAhon is faid ro 
have perifhcd j'ouog by the arrows ot this Goddcfs. 
Or perhaps it may allude to fome difeafe fatal to wo- 
men, fuch as Macrobius fpeaks of. Sat, i. 17. fttminas ' 
ttrth affiiHai marbts JltMPoP^irni k»i 'AfI«jxiJo/8>^T»« 
ztocaaf. 
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Yet while my ffeSor ftill furvives, I fee 
My father^ mother, brethren, all, in thee. 545 

Alas ! my parents, brothers, kindred, all, .Hf 
Once more will peri(h if my Hedor fall. 
Thy wife, thy infant, in thy danget (hare : 
Oh prove a hufitand's and a father's care ! 
That quarter moft the ikilful Greeh annoy, 550 
Where yon* wild fig-trees join the wall of TVtgr : 
Thou, from this tow'r defend tV important poil ; 
There jlgamentMn points his dreadful hod. 
That pafs Tydides^ -^^»> ftrivc to gain. 
And there the vengeful Spartan fires his train. ^^^ 
Thrice our bold foes the fierce attack have giv'n, 
Or led by hopes, or di6lated fiomheav'n. 
Let others in the field their arms employ,. 
But ffay my He8or here, and guard his Troy, 

The Chief reply'd : That poll fliall be my care, ^6v 
Not that alone, but all the works of war. 
How would the fons of Troy, in arms renowned, 
And Troy^s proud dames, whofe garments fwecp the 
ground, . 

V." SS':>, Thatquarierrnofl— Where yon* 'WtUfii^^trees.'l 
The artifice And row ache here ufes ra detaiji tLSlor in 
Troy is vtry ber4Utifully imagined. She ukesoccafion 
from the three attacks that had been made by the enemy 
upon thir. place, to give liim an honcurable presence for 
ftaying at that rampart to defend it. If weconfidfr 
that thofd -at tempts muf} have been known to all in the 
city, we (hall not think (he talks like a foldier, but like 
a woman, v\ho ixiturally enough makes ufe of any inci- 
dent that offers, to peifuade her lover to uhatfhe defnes. 
The ignorance t(»o which (he expreireF, of the reafons 
that moved »he Greeks to attack this paiticular place, 
was\\hatl doubt not //<7/wfr intended, to reconcile it 
the more to a-Temiilechara^er. 

Attaint 
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Attaint the luftre of my former name. 

Should HeSor bafely quit the field of fame ? 565 

My early youth was bred to martial pains. 

My foul ioipels me to th' embattel'd plains : 

Let me be foremoft to defend the throne. 

And guard my father's glories and my own. 

Yet come it will, the day. decreed by fates ; 570 
(How my heart trembles while my tongue relates!) 
The day when thou, imperial Troy ! muft bend. 
And fee thy warriors fall, thy glories end. 
And yet no dirt prefage fo wounds my mind. 
My mother's death, the ruin of my kind, 57 j 

Not Prijm's hoary hairs defil'd with gore, 
Not all my brothers gafping on the (hore ; 
As thine, Andromache I thy griefs I dread ; 
I fee ihee trembling, weeping, captive led ! 
In Argive looms our battles to defign, jgo 

And woes, of which fo large a part was thine ! 
To bear the victor's haid commands, or bring 
The weight of waUrs from Hyptria^% ^P^'^ng. 
There, while you groan beneath the load of life. 
They ciy, Behold the mighty He^ior^s wife ! ^%^ 
Some haughty Greehy who lives thy tears to fee. 
Embitters all thy woes, by naniiing me. 
The thoughts of glory pad and prefeht ftame, 
A thpufand griefs, (hall waken at the name I 

583. WyXi^rW sjpringj] IDrawing, water was the office 
of the meanefl (laves. This appears by the holy fcrip- 
tare?, vvherf the Gibeonites who had deceived yq/Fjuatare 
I5iade fl«»vcs, and fubjeded to drav water, jq/hua'pxo- 
nounces the curfe againft them in thefe viords : Now 
ifiereforeye are curfed^ and ihere Jhcll none qf you he 
V^ed from being bomlmen^ and he'wers qf luood^ a?id 



fieed , 

dra'VJcrs of 'Water , JoHu ch. 9. v. ^3. Dackr. 



Macj 



lao H O M £ R*S ILIAD. B. VI. 

Maj I lie cold before thit dreadfbl day, 599 

PrefiM vrith a load of monumental clay 1 

Thy Hi&Tf wrapt in cverlafiing fleep. 

Shin neither hear thee figh, nor fee thee weep. 

TKiu hiTisg tpckct th' lUuftrious chief of Troj 
S^TVtch-d his f<»d ancs to cUfp the lovely boy. <i(f^ 
TVIm^ <^-^^ CTT^ag to his [nurfe's Kfcaft, 
Scir'c at t>.e dxzaUsg heim, and nodding creft. 
\V;;^ ?ecr« p!«{a:e ach foad parent fmil'd, 
A«i .Wear iuiei to rdsert his child, 

V,«v. :f--vr,>iV ftrj/'w-s* -triBrj.] There nererwas 
4L fw>«V p. <c« v>C fN*5a:;p< than this. HtJior extends his 
r V^ chi:J ; the child, affrighted at the 



tf^^:^?-:?^< of hb he!met and the (haking of the plume, 
irrA^ i:ck-.vj!ri ^a the brcsft cf his nuifc ; He^or un* 
K-aces hw hclmcT, Ut? *.t on the grouiMl, takes the in- 
ffcttt rnhis arrrs^ I;ft5 h:m rewards heaven, and offers a 
pr,iyer fo*- hin\ to the Cois ; then retunis him to the 
K!o:i:er .•/*/.n!ff*rr.w,t\ ho receives him vriih a fmileof 
ptejlure, but £t ihe fame inftant the -fears for her huf- 
K^nd make her hurft into tears. All thefe are but 
fn^atl circumftancep, but fo artfully chofen, that every 
reader immediately feels the force of them, and repre- 
fentsthc whole in the uimoft livelinefs to his imagina- 
tion. This alone mi)>ht be a confutation of that falfe 
criicifm foRve have fallen into, who affirm that a Poet 
ought only to col ltd jhe great and noble particulars in 
his pointings. But 4t is in the images of things, as in 
the characters of perfons; where a fmall aa.on, or 
even a fmall circumflance of an action, lets us more into 
the knowledge andcomprehenfion of them, than the ma- 
terial, and principal parts themfelves. As we find this 
in a hiflory, fo we clo in a pifture, where fomeiimesa 
fmaJl motion or turn of a finger will exprefs the cha- 
£)tr and ^^.ioii of the figure more than all the other 
rtF of iht dtfjgn. longinus indeed blames an au- 
thor's inGflmg TOO much on trivial circumllances ; but 
la ^ Tame place txtoh Homer ^s •* the Poet who befl 
* kt^ew how to make ufe of important aiid beautiful 
^ cirGum[}:incc^, and to avoid rhe mean and fupertiuous 
^ onesi,'* ThtTt is a yaft difference between 2ifmaU 
rcumtUuce nnd a trrvsalwx^^ and the fmallrft become 
aiit kf tl»ey are well chofen^ and uqt confufed. 

The 



B. VI. homer's ILIAD. 121 

^The glittering terrors fix)iii his brows unbound^ 600 
Aod {i^hc'd the beaming helmiet on the ground. 
Th^B kirp^d the child, 9nd liftiog high in air, 
Thus to the Gods prefcrrM a father's pray'f. 

O thou ! whofe glory fiUs th' ethereal throne. 
And all ye deathleCi pow'rs ! proted my fon ! 66g 
Grant himt Vk^ me, to purchafe juft renown. 
To guard the Trojans ^ tp defend the crown» 
Ags^inft hi3 country's foes the w^ to wage, 
And rife the Hfi&or of the future age I 
So when triumphant from fuccefsful toils, 610 

Of heroes (laia he bears the reeldng fpoils, 
Whole hods may hail him wiih deCerv'd acclaim, 
And fay, This chief tranrpeods his father^s fame; 

• • Whifc. 

V. 6o^^Ht€tOT*sprayerforhisfon.'\ltmiiy be afked 
how HeSlor*s prayer, that his fon might protect the 7>o- 
jans, could be confiftebt witb what he had faid juft be- 
fore, that he certainly knew ^/oyand his parents would 
periih. We ought to refleft that this is only a prayer: 
HeHor^ in the excefs of a tender emotion for his fon, 
entreats the Gods to preferve JTr^, and permit Afyatiax 
to rule there. It is at all times allovyable to befeech 
heavep to appeafe its anger, and change its decrees s 
and wc are taught that prayers can alter deftiivy, Dacier, 
B-iide::, it cannpt be inferred from hence, that HeShr 
had any divine foreknowledge of his own 'fate, and the 
approaching ruin of his country; fince in many follow- 
jngpaCTages we find him poiTeiied with (Irong hopes and 
firm alTurances to raife the /lege, by the night or de*- 
ilrud^ion of the Greeks, So that thefe forebodings of his 
fate were only the apprebenfions and mifgivings of ' a 
foul diejedled withforrow and compaflTion, by confidep- 
ing the great dangers to which he faw all that was 
oear to him e^^pofed. 

V. 613. 1'ranfcendi his father* s fame,'] The commen- 
dation /ff<Sf<?r. here gives himfelf, IS not only agreeable 
to the opennefs of a brave man, but very becoming on 
fuch a folemn occafion ; and a natdral eifedl from the 
telHmony of his own heart to his honour ; at this rime 

Vol, II. F efpecially^ 



122 homer's ILIAD. B. VI. 

While pleas'd amidft the gcnVal (houW of Tr^jr, 
His mother's confcious heart overflows with joy. 615 

He fpoke^ and fondly gazing on her charms, 
Reftor'd the pleafing burthen to her arms ; 
Soft on her fragrant breaft the babe fhe laid, 
HufhM to repofe, and with a fraile furvey'd. 
The troubled pleafure fpon chaftis'd by fear, 620 
She mingled with the fmile a tender tear. 
The foften'd chief with kind compalfion view'd. 
And dry'd the falling drops, and thus purfu'd, 

Andromache ! my foul's far better part, . 
Why with untimely fbrrows heaves thy heart ? (n^ 
No hoftile hand can antedate my doom. 
Till fate condemns me to the iilent tomb. 
Fix'd is the term of aH the race of earth, 
And fuch the hard condition of our birth. 

No 

cfpecially, when he knew not but he was fpeaking his 
lall words. Virgil has not fcrupled it, in what he makes 
Mneas fay to Afcanius at his parting for the battle. 

Et pater Mneas (^ a'vunculus excitet HeSlor, 
Di/cepuer 'viriutemex me, 'verumque labor em, 
Fortunam ex aliis. " iEn. 12. 

I believe he had this of Homer in his eye, though the 
pathetical mention of Fortune in the laft line feems an 
loaitation of that prayer of 5'o;>^of/?j, copied alfo from 
henc6, where ^'^a* wiibv his fon may be like him in all- 
things but in his misfortunes. 

V. 615. His mother* s confcious heart. '\ Though the 
chief beauty of this prayer confifts in the paternal piety 
(hewn by (leHor^ yet it wants not a fine Hroke at tli^ 
end, to continue him in the charafter of a tender lover 
of his wife, when he makes one of the motives of his 
wilh, to be the joy (he (ball receive on hearing her fon 
applauded. 

V. 6a8. Ftx^d is the term ] The reafonwhich HeSlor 
here urge»-to allay theaffliftion of his wife, is grounded 

6u 



B. VI. homer's ILIAD. 123 

No force can then refift, no flight can fa^e, 630 

AH fink alike^ the fearful and the brave. 
No more — but haften to thy tafks at home. 
There guide the fpindle, and direA the loom : 
Me glory fummons to the martial fcene. 
The field of combat is the iphere of men. 6^^ 

Where heroes war, the foremoft place I claim. 
The firft in danger as the firft in hmt. 

Thus having faid, the glorious chief refumes 
His tow'ry helmet, black with (hading plumes. 
His princefs parts with a prophetic figh, 640 

Unwilling parts, abd oft' reverts her eye 
That ftrcam'd at ev'ry look: then moving flow. 
Sought her own palace, and indulg'd her woe. 
There, while her tears dcplor*d the god- like man. 
Thro* all her train the foft infe6^ion ran, 6^^ 

The pious maids their mingled forrows (hed. 
And mouru the h'ving Ue3or^ as the dead. 

But now, no longer deaf to honour's call. 
Forth iffues Paris from the palace wall. 

on a very ancient ancl common opinion, that the f?.tal 
period of life i;; appointed to alt men at the time of their 
oirth ; which as no precaution can avoid, fo no dant^er 
can haften. This fcntiment is as proper to give.comfort 
to the dillreffed, as to infpire courage to the defpond- 
in^: ; fince nothing is fo fit to quiet and ftrengthen our 
minds in times ofciifficulty, as a firm afluraiice that our 
lives are expofed to no real hazard^ iii the greateft ap- 
pearances of danger. 

V. 649. Forth iffues Paris.] Paris ftung with the re- 
proaches of He6lor^ goes to the battle. 'Tis a jufl re- 
mark of Eu/iatkius^ that all the reproofs and remon- 
ftrances in Homer have conftantlv their efiefl. The 
Poet by this, (hew 8' the great ufe of repr:heulious wlun 
properly applied, and finely iniiinateb that every v;or« 
thy mind will bs the better for tl:em. 

F 2 In 
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Id brazen arms that call a gleamy ray, 659 

Swift thro* the town the warrior bends his way. 
'V\i€ wan toil cour&r thus, with reins unbound, 
Brctik:i tTom his ibil^ and beats the trembling ground; 

Pampered 

V. ^-i:. 7V u;/-.'.'r7 .•'>$fr?r thrif, &c.J This beautiful 
.-»-'!n:ri!».Mi *>tfi!ijj rranllaced by r>»-/?/ in the elcf ehth 
> It ; { :hi r ui/cribe rhe brlginals, that the reader 
i\iv ^.ive .l^c •.ncai.:.^ or comparing them. 

¥^.•.1^ \.».-j^»i«. •..•.•»«\n Tv'.t-.J.'j* 

V •«■«■« .v-^ * *«."^ *'*••• .ft^J* A j^'^rrs* 

. -f • . .- ■ * •-. .c .*..-: -^--^ . '• ,.•."-;• 

r-c J,'- -^oc'^'rc «•• ^f r;3ri'a:sd better than this is bv 
i i" . T.-: v. Ai.rr.-r rhe f.mile leenis more perfe:^, and 
1 '♦y'ucf m.-repr^p^rr. Paris had been ii'.d;:!gipg his 
e.-s'V w-;h-:i '.hi wsl'.s cf hi* palace, as the horle in his 
f^i^!e, which was r.ot the cafe of Turnus. The beauty 
4nd waflronncr<of the ftetfd agrees more exactly with 
1+^ charader of 7»j-; r than with the other : And the in - 
tinuationof h^s love of the mares has yet a nearer re> 
fenablance. The languifhing fiowof that verfe, 

£Mfd«$ Xtfto^ai tvffMq wolxfAoTof 

, finely conrerponds witn the eafc and luzurlancy of the 

^^mpered courier bathing in the flood; a beauty \ahich 

WM^^fr did not confider, when hecriticifed particularly 

that linf. Ta^ has alfo imitated this fimile, 

»/. 9- 

O^me dfftrier, ehe da fa regit ft alk 
Ove a fu/o de tarme fi rejerba^ 
Fugge^ elihero affinper largo callt 
Va tri grarmenti, alfiume ujato a Verba ; 

Schcrzan 
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Pamper'd and proud, he feeks th^ ^fronted lidc«f 
A nd lavesy in height of blood, his (hiiiing Mts^i 655 
His head now freed, he toffes to the ikies ; 
His mane difhevel'd o'er his (houlders flies; 
He fnuffs the females in the diftant plain, 
• And fprings, exulting, to his fields again. 
With equal frkimph, fprightly, bold and gaj, 660 
In arms refulgent as the G<>d oT day. 
The fon of Priamy glof7*ng in liw might, 
RufhM forth with Heaor X6 the fields of fight. 

And now the warriors pafling on the way, 
The graceful Paris firft excused his flay. • 66^ 

To whom the noble HeSor thus reply 'd : 
O Chief.* in blood, and now in arms, ally'd I 
Thy pow'r in war withjuftice none conteil; 
Known is thy courage, and thy flrength confeft. 

What 

Scherzanfu*lcollo i crim, e fu Ufpalk^ 
Si/cote la cervice alta^ e Juperba\ 
Suonarto j pih ml cor/oy tpar^ cKaiwampi^ 
Di/onori niiriii empiendo s campu 

V. 66s» Paris txcus*dhisj^ay.'] Here, in the original, 
is a ihortfpeech oi Paris containing only theft worils % 
Broiher 1 haroe detained you too long^ and Jhould ha^ve 
come Sooner as you dejired me* This, and feme fcvr 
others of the fame nature in the Iliad, the tranflator has 
ventured to omit, cxpreffing only the fenfe of them. A 
living author (whom future times will quote, and there- 
fore I (hall not fcruple to dp it) fajrs, that thefe (hort 
fpceches, though they may be natural in other languages, 
cannot appear fo well in our?, which is much more 
ftubborn and unpliant^ and therefore are but as fo many 
rubs in the (iory, that are Dill turning the narration out 
of Its proper courfc. 

"V. 669. Known is thy courage^ &c.] HeHor here con- 

fefTes the natural valour oi Paris, but obferves it to be 

overcome by the indolence of his temper and the love 

F3 of 
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Wbat pity, floth fhouW fcize a foul fo bra?e, 670 
Or godlike Paris live a woman's flave I 
My heart weeps blood at what the Tn^aru fay. 
And hopes, thy deeds /hall wipe the ftain away. 
Hade then, in all their glorious labours (hare ; 
For much they fuffer, for thy fake, in war. 675 

Thefe ills (hall ceafe, whene'er by ^ove^s decree 
We. crown the bowl to Heaven and Liberty : 
While the proud foe his fruftrate triumphs mourns. 
And Grtece indignant thro' her feas returns. 

ofpleafurt. An Sngenious /r?w/4 writer very well r«- 
narki, thot the true charad^fr of this hero has a great 
refemblanco with that of Marc Anthony, See the notes 
on the third book, V. 37 and 85. 

V. 677. Wicraivin iht hovil to ha^fn and lihtriy-l 
The(r/w*is, xfrfiSffli l^iMifoi'i ihfru Mi//, in which they 
make libations to 7af^i/tf/ after the recovery of their li- 
berty. The enpremon is obferved by M. Dachr to re- 
Asm me thofe of «he Htbrenvs \ TA« cup 0/ /aivation, thf 
jfup (\F forrovi^ iht ct4f qf benedi{lion^ kc» Aihenaus 
mentionsthofe cups which the Grakt called 7p«jEAjbi»Ttx» 
UflTA^fialai ard were confecriied to the Gods in memory 
of feme fuccefs. He givrs us the Jhrcription of onr of 
Ibis fort, which vas. AIOX JHTHPOj;, 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The fingle combat of HeEior and Ajax, 



Th. 



[ E hattU renenving 'with double ardour upon the return cf 
He<ftor, Mioerva is under apprehenfiont for the Greeks. Apollo 
feeing her defend from Olympus, joins her near the Scaean gate* 
They agree to put off the general engagement for that day^ and in- 
citelieAor U cBailengv the Grctks to s fingk ctmhat, ifineof 
the Princes accepting the challenge, the lot is cafy and falls upon 
Ajaz. Tbefe Heroes after feveral attacks are parted by the night; 
the Trojans calling a council, Antenor prepofes the delivery o/" Helen 
to the Greeks, to ivhicb Paris ivill not confent, but offers to rejlore 
them her riches. TridJn fends a heraU to make this offer, and to 
demand a truce for burning the dead, the lafl of vuhich is only agreed 
to' by Agamemnon, IVhen the funerals are performed, ths 
Greeks, purfuant to the advice of Ncftor, ereSi a fortifcatiOn to 
prot»& their feet and camp,fank*d with tozuers, and defended by a 
dittb, andpalifados, Neptune tefHfes his jeaUafy at this ivorh, 
but is pacifed by a promife from Jupiter. Both armies pafs the 
night infeafing, bftt Jupiter dijbeartens the Trojans iviih thunder, 
and other fgns of bis ivratb, 

The three and tiventietb day ends tvith the combat of Heftor 
aWAjax : The next day the truce is agreed: Another is taken up 
in the funeral rites of the fain; and one more in building theforti* 
f cation before thefbips : So that /hmewhat above three days is em" 
ployed in this look. The fcene lies -wholly in thefeU, 
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O O (poke the gnardiaa of the Trt^n ftate» 
Then rufhM impetuous thro' the Scaan gate. 
Him Paris followed to the dire alarms ; 
Both hreathing (laughter, both refolv'd in armff. 
As when to lailors lab'ring thro' the main, ^ 

That long had heav'd the wearf oar in Yaio^ 

Jov€ 

V. a. Thro* the Scaean^^/^.] This gate is not here par- 
ticularized by Horner^ but it appears by the 491!^ Verie of 
the (ixth book that it could be no other. EuftaiMus takes 
notice of the difference of the words iSi^avr^^ and xii^ 
the one applied to HeRor^ the other to Parh .- by which 
the motion of the former is. defcribed as an impetuous 
(allying forth, asreeable to the violence of a warriors 
and that of the Tatter as a calmer movement, corres- 
pondent to the gentler cbara6ler of a lover. But perhaps 
this remark is too refined, fmce Homer plainly gives 
Parts a charafter of bravery in what immediately pre- 
cedes and follows^this verfe. 

V. s, As'when iofailors^ &c.] This ft mile makes it 
plain that the battle had relaxed during the abfence o£ 
HeSlor in Troy\ and confequen ly that the couyerfatioii 
F5 of 
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yarelad^ at kngtb th' cspcdcd gales arifc : 

The gales blow gratcfuiy and the Teffid flies : 

So welcome ihefe to TVst's defiring train ; 

The bands are chear'd, the war awakes again. lo 

Bold Paris firfl the work of death begun. 
On great Mem^lkau^ AreUhtttu^ fon ; 
Sprang firom the fair Phtkmedc^t embrace. 
The pleafiog Ant,ewi% hts native place. 
Then funk Ekmhu to the fiiades betow, t 5 

Beneath his fteely cafqne he felt the blow 
Fun on his neck, from HeSor'% weighty hand ; 
And roUMy with limbs relax'd, along the land ; 
Of Glaunu* fpear the bold Ifhmouj bleeds, 
FixM in the (houlder as he mounts his Heeds ; 2C 

Headlong he tumbles: His (lack nerves unbound 
Drop the cold, ufelels members on the ground. 

When now Mimerva faw her jfrgrcei (lain, 
From vail Glympiu to the gleaming plain 

Fierce 

nf Dhrr'7 and G7t::.'iif \v the for""fr book, was mt 
(as Honi€f*& cer.furcri iicou^d have it) in the heal of the 
epgagenrter.t. 

V. 15. When naiv Mirerra, ^c ] This machire of 
the tAO nei»^ic5 meeting to part the twoarnoies i> very 
r.ofi!c. Eufictk'ms tells us it is an allegorical Minefia 
and A/^nlIo: Minerva r^p-cfenr? tie prudent raicur of 
the Grfrks, and ,4poIh^ who flood for the Trojans, the 
pof -er ':f Drfliry ; So that the meaning of ih*? allegory 
may be, that the valour and wifdom of the Greeks had 
row conquered 7/^, had not IVftinr vithflood. Mi- 
ren-a therefore complies with Apo/h, an intimation 
that wifdom can never oppofe fate. But ifvoutalce 
them in the literal fenfe as a real God and Goddefc, it 
may be afked what neceflitv there was for :he introduc- 
f-cn rf two fqch Deities ? To this F.upafh'vjs arfwers, 
that the Uft book w^s the only one in which both armies 
were dfftifntcof the aid of the Gods; In confequerce 
•f which there IS no gallant afilon atchieved, nothing 

eztraordinarv 
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Fierce (he defcends : jlpoUo mark'dber flight, %$ 
Nor /hot lefs fwift from IRon^s tow^ry height : 
Radiant they met, beneath the beechen (hade ; 
When thus jipoUo to the blue-ey'd maid. 

. What caufe, O daughter of almighty Jove ! 
Thus wings thy progrefs froni the realms abo?e? 3a 
Once more impetuous deft thou bend thy way, 
To give to Greece the long-divided day ? 
Too much has Troy already felt thy hate. 
Now breathe thy rage, and hu(h the ftern debate : 
This day, the bofinefs of the field Aifpend ; 35 

War foon (hall kindle, and great lUon bend ; 
Since vengeful GoddefTes confederate join 
To raze her walls, tho' built by hands divine. 

To whom the progeny of yove replies^ 
I left for this the counci) of the fkies : 40 

But who (hall bid confli&ing hofts forbear,. 
What art (hall calm the furious fonsof war ? 
To her the God : Great Heaor\ foul incite 
To dare the boldeft Greek to fingle fight. 
Till Greece^ provok'd, from all her numbers (how 45 
A warrior worthy to be HeSor*^ foe 

extraordinary done, efpecially after^ the retreat of 
HeHor ; but here the Gods are again introduced to 
uiher in a new fcene of great aflions. The fame author 
offers this other folution : HeHor^ finding the Trojan 
army overpowered, confiders how to flop the fuxy.of 
the prefent battle ; this he thinks may beft be done by 
the propof il of a fingle combat : Thus Minerva by 
a very eafy and natural fidlion may fij^ify that wifdom 
or courage ((Me being the Goddefs of^both) which fug* 
gef^s the neceility of uiverting the war : and Apollo that 
feafonable ftratagem by which he' effedled it. 

V. 37. Vengeful Goddijffes.'] 'Ti/.Ti.u^ccraTj.a'i. in this 
place muft fi^nify Minerva and Juno^ theWoids being 
of the feminine gender. Euflaihius* 

At 
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At this igreed*, tHc Keav'aly powers withdrew ; 
Sage Helenuf tTietr fecret counfels knew : 
HeSor infpir'd he fought : To hiro addreft. 
Thus told the didatea of his (acred breaft. i<^ 

O foa of Prtam ! let thy faithful ear 
Receive my words; thy friend and brother hear i 
Go forth perfuaflvei and a while engage 
The warring nations to fufpend their rage ; 
Then dare the boldeft of the hofllle train ^^ 

To mortal combat on the llded plain^ 
For not this day (hall end thy glorious date ; 
The Gods have fpoke it, and their voice is fate. 

He faid : The warrior heard the words with joy j 
Then with his fpear rcftrain'd the youth of Troy^ 60 

Held 

Y. 48. Sdg9 Beleaus fhetr ficret counfels Aa^w.] He-^ 
lenus was the Prieft .of Apollo^ and noiujht therefore be 
fuppofed to be informed of this^ by his God, or taught 
by an oracle that fuch waft hU wil*-. Or clfe being an 
Augur ^ he might IcArw it from the flij^fatof thofe birds, 
into which the deities are here feigned to transform them- 
felves, (perhaps for tbit reafbii, as ir would be a very 
poetical manner of expreffing it.) The fidlion of thefe 
Divinities fitting oh the beech tree in the fhape of Vul- 
tures^ is imitated by iVf/7/o»in the fourth book of Para* 
ttifk /.<V?, where Saian^ leaping over the boundaries of 
Eden^ (its in the form of a cormorant upon the tree 
of life. 

V. 57. Fornot this day Jhall end thy glorious date.^ 
Buflathius ]\x^\y oh^er^est that Homer here takes from 
the greatnefs of HeSlor^ intrepidity, by miking him 
foreknow he (hould not fall in this combat ; whereas 
^'^JK* encounters him without any fuch encoraragement. 
It may perhaps be difficult to give a reafon for this 
management of the Poet, unlefs we afcribe it to. that 
commendable prejudice, and honourable partiality he 
bears his counirymen, which makes iini give a fuperio- 
rity of courage to the heroes of his own nation. 

V. 60. Then ivitk his fpear rejira$ifd the youth of 
*Vifyji Held by the midft athwart "l-^Tht remark of 

Eu/liithius 



B.Vil. HOM tit's iLlA0. 'J5 

Held by the midft athwart. On cither hand 
The fquadrons part ; th* expefiing Trojatu ftand* 
Great Agamemnon bids the Greeks forbear ; 
They breathe, and hufh the tumult of the war. 
Th' Athenian Maid, and glorious God of day, 6y 
With fileot joy the fettling hofts furvcy : 
In form like vultures on the beech's height 
They fit conceaTdy and wait the future fight. 
The thronging troops obfcure the dufky fields. 
Horrid with briftting fpears, and gleaming (hields. 70 
As when a gen'ral darknefs veils the main, 
(Soft Zephyr curling the wide wat'ry plain) 

The 

EuflatMus here is obfervable. He tells us, that t^e war- 
riors of thofe times, (having no trumpets, and becaufe 
the voice of the loude'3 herald vrould be drowned in 
the noife of abattle) addreffcd themfelves to the eyes, 
and that grafpinjg the middle of the fpear denoted a 
reaueil that the fight might a \^hile be fufpended, the 
holding the fpear in that pofitlon not being the pofture 
of a warrior ; and thus Agamemnon uriderflands it 
without any further explanation. But however it be, 
we have a ♦lively pt6hire of a General who ftretches his 
fjjear acrofs, and preffes back the moft advanced fol- 
diets of his army. 

V. 7 1 . ^j ^jjhen a gtrCral darknejs, &c ] The thick 
rinks of the Troops compofing themfelves, in order to 
fit and hear what He^or was about to propofe, are 
compared to the waves of thefea juft ftirred by the W^e/f 
wind •, the fimile partly confiding in the darknefs and 
Jfillnefi. This is plainly different from thofe images of 
the fea, given us on other occafions, where the armies in 
their engagement and confufion are compared to the 
waves in their agitation and tumult : And that the con- 
trary is the drift of this fimile appears particularjy from 
Homer*s ufing the word hauroffedcbant^ twice in the ap, 
plication of it. All the other verfions feem to be mrf- 
taken here : What caufed the dJffii:ulty was the ex- 
preffion opvfdJvoyfiQh which may fignify the fP'e/i 
wind blo^ins on a fudden as well as firfl rijinr. But 
the defign of Homer was to convey an image botfi of the 

Itentle 
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The wa?et fcarce heave, the £acc of Ocean deeps. 
And a ftill horror faddens all the deeps : 
Thus in thick orders fettling wide around, 75 

At length composed thej fit, and fhade the ground. 
Great ^f^orfirft amidft both annies broke 
The folemn filence, and their pow'rs befpoke. 
Hear all ye Trojan, all ye Greclau bands. 
What my foul prompts, and what fbme God com- 
mands. 8a 

genMe motjon that arofe o^er the field from the helmets 
and fpcar« befcre their armies were quite fettled ; and 
of the repofe and awe which enfued, when He^zr began 
to fpeak. 

V. 79. Hear all ye Troj.m, all ye Grecian lajtds.l 
The appearance of Heilor, his formal challenge, and 
theannghtof the Greeks upon it, have a near refcm- 
blance to the defcription of the challenge ofGoHah in 
the f rft book of Samuel^ ch . 17. And hejiood and cried 
to the armies ij^Ifrael! — Chu/e you a mpn for j;ou^ and 
let him come doFwn to me. If he he able ioj^hi 'with me, 
and to kill me, then nvillive be jyour /em/ants: but if I 
prevail againfi him, and kill him, then /hall ye be our 
/errant 5 — H'^'ken Saul and all lira el heard the 'words of the 
Fhiliftine, fheywere di/mayed, and greatly a/raid ^9<.c, 

There is a fine air of gallantry and bravery in tliis 
challcr.ge of jWr^r; Ifhefeemsto fpeak too Vainly^ 
we fhould confider him under the charadler of a chal- 
lenger, whofe bufinefs it is to defy the er.emv. Yet at 
the fame time we find a decent modeily in his manner 
of (xprefiing the conditio:! s cf the combat: He fays 
fimply, Jf my enemy A//A m^ ; but of himfelf, Jf Apollo 
grant rr^e 'victory. It was an imagination equally 
agreeable to a man of gencrofuy, and a lo?er of glory^ 
to mention the monument to be ere6led over his van- 
quifhed enemy ; though we fee he coi.fi Jers it not fo 
much an honftur paid to the conquered, as a trophy to the 
conqueror. It was natural too to- dwell moft upon the 
thought that pleasM him bed ;. for he takes no notice 
ofany monument that (hould be raifed over himfelf, if 
he ihould fall unfortunately.- He no fooner allows hira- 
felf to expatiate, but the iM-dfpeft of glory carries him 
to allow the enemy to inter their champion with 
decency. 

Great 
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Great JovCi averfe our warfare to compofey 

O'erwhelms the nations with new toils and woes ; 

War with a fiercer tide once more returns, 

Till Jlion falls, or till yoo' navy bums. 

You then, O Princes of the Greeks \ appear ; 85 

'Tis HeQor fpeaks and calls the Gods to hear: 

From all your troops feleft the boldeft knight, 

And him, the boldeft, HeQor dares to fight. 

Here if I fall, by chance of battle flain. 

Be his my fpoil, and his thefe armaf remain ; 90 

But let my body, to my friends returned, 

By Trojan hands, and Trojan flames be bum'd. 

And if Apolloy In whpfe aid I truft, 

Shall ft retch your daring champion in the duft ; 

If mine the glory to defpoil the foe ; 95 

On Phahus* temple I'll his arms beftow ; 

The breathlefs carcafe to your navy fent, 

Greece on the ftiore (hall raife a monument ; 

Which 

V. 96. On Phoebus' temple Til his arms he/low,'] It 
Tvas the manner of the ancients to dedicate trophies of 
this kind to the tenoples of the Gods. The particular 
teafon for confecrating the arms in this place to Apollo, 
is not only as he was the ronflant prote^or of Tro^^ but 
as this thought of the challenge was infpired by him. 

V. 98. Greece on iht/hore /hall raife a monument. '\ 
Homer took the hint or this from feveral tombs of the 
ancient heroes who had fought at Troy^ remaining in 
his time upon the ftiore of the Helle/pont, He gives that 
fea the epithet Arotf^, to diOinguim the particular place 
of thofe tombs, which was on the Rhaiean or Sjgttan 
coaft, where the Hellefpont (which in otlier parts is nar- 
row) opens itfclf to the Mgean fea. Straho give^ an 
account of the monument of Ajax near Rfiateum, and 
of Achilles at the promontory of Sigaum, This is one 
among a thoufand proofs of our author's exaft know- 
ledge in Geography aivl Antiquities. Time (fays Eu- 
^athius) has dcftroyed thofe tombs vihich were to have 

preferved 
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Which When fbtne future marmcr furvcys, 
WkSi*i by broKd If effd/ffont^^ refounding feas, 1 00 
Thus (hail he fay, <♦ A raliant Gr<fei h'es there, 
" Bj HeSor Qd^Tif the mighty man of war." 
Hie flone /hall tell your vanqulfh'd hero's name. 
And diftant ages learn the victor's fame. 

This fierce defiance Greece aftonifli'd heard, 105 
* BlufhM to rcfufe, and to accept it fearM. 
Stern Menelaus firft the filence broke. 
And inly groaning, thus opprobrious ipoke: 

Wqmen of Greete ! Oh fcandal of your race,. 
Whofe coward fouls your manly form difgrace. no 

Hovr 

preferved HeSlor*s glory, but Horner*'^ poetry, more laiK- 
mg than monuments, and proof againft ages, will for 
ever fupport and convey \\ tc the lateft pefterity. 

V. 105. Gt^tct^oni/h*^d heard.}. It lee ms natural to 
enouire why the (rreeks, before tijey accepted He^or^s 
challenge, did not demand reparation for the former 
treachery of Pandarus^ and infift upon delivering up the 
author of it, which had been the fhorieft way for the 
Trojans to have wiped off that ftain. It was very rea- 
fonable for the Greeks to reply to this challenge, that 
they could not veirture a fecond fingle combat, for fear 
of fuch another infidious attempt upon their champion. 

. And indeed I wonder Neflorid\d not think of this excufe 
for his countrymen, when they werefo backward to en- 
gage. One may make fome fort of anfwer to this, if 
we eonfider the cleamefs of Me^or's charafter ; and his 
words at the beg;inningof the foregoing fpeech, wherQ 
he firft complains of the revival of the war as a mif- 

. fortune common to them, both, (which is at once very 
artful and decent) and lays the blame of it upon Juffi^ 
ier. Though, by the way, bis charging the Trojan 
breach of fairh upon the Deity, looks a little like the 
reafoning of fome modern faints in the do^rine of ab- 
folute reprobation, making God the author of fin, and 
may ferve for fome inftance of the antiquity of that falfe 
tenet. 

V. 100. Women (f Greece ! &c.] There is a great 
deal of me ui this fpeech oi Mtnelaus^ which very well 

agrees 
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How great the (hanle^ when evety age fhall know 
That not a Grecian met this noble foe ! 
Go then I refolve to earth, from whence ye grew, 
A heartleis, fph-nlefs; ioglorious crew ! 
Be wiat you feem, unanimated clay ! 115 

My fclf will dare the danger of the day, 
'Tw man's hold taflc the generous ftrife to try. 
But in the hands of God is^i^tory. 
Thefe words fcarce fpoke, with gen'rous ardour 
preft. 
His manly limbs in aznne arms he dreft : 120 

That day, jitridcs ! a fuperior hand 
Had ftretch'd thee breatbiefs on the hoftik ftrand $ 
But dl at once, thy fury to compofe^ 
The Kings of Gretxt, an awful band, arofe : 
Ev'n he their Chief, great Agamemnon^ prels'd 125 
Thy daring hand, and this advice addrefs'd. 
Whither, O AfenelauSf wouldft thou run. 
And tempt a fate that prudence bids thee fhun ? 
Gricv'd tho* thou art, forbear the rafh defign : 
Great lienor's arm is mightier far than thine# 130 
Ev*n fierce Achilles learnM its force to fear. 
And trembling met this dreadful fbn of war. 

Sit 

agrees with his charadfer and circumOances. Methinks 
vkhile he Ipeaks one fees him in a pollure of emotion, 
pointing with contempt at the cor^naanders about him. 
He upbraids their cowardice, and wiihes that they may 
become (according to the literal words) eari^ and nvaterr 
that is, be refolved into thofe principles they fprutrg 
from, or die. Thus Eiiftaihius explains it very eica^ly 
fiom a ^erfe he cites of Zenophanes, 

n«rlif y»f y^* nfi ttcc^ Ma»l»$ InyttSfAta-^* ». 
V. 131. EnJtn fierce Achilles karn*d rtsjbrce fofiarJl 
The Poet every where fakes occafion to fee the bro- 
therly 
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V . ?s,m: KVf.-v 2« •^'^t ^'^'^ '"'''*^"*'*l ^an^ 5 
:.... jr. or' *■****•' ^^^ ^^"^ ^^^^ powerful hand. 
Tk' fryif:^:^"^ woi'^cr ot th' jlchaian name, 135 
Tbs ' >^*^ ^ JMiBxng with deli re of fame. 

Content, 

•V"^* H"** '^' Asamminon towards Menelaus in the 

»^N* i^-^wvih'e Iignt : When Menelaus is wounded, Aga-- 

v»? tt-y. y 's more concerned than he ; and here difluades 

v:-ifc ?^*aa a danger, which he offers immediately after 

V ^.'ic^rrjike himrelf. He makes ufe of lienor's fupe- 

%.o»- »vurJge to bring him to a compliance ; and tells 

% jft:^i:even A^Ai/Ies dares not engage with UeHor. 

\ •• i. tATs Eu/iafhius^ is hot true, but only the affection 

S.S- h'* brother thus breaks out in a kind of ex'^rava- 

l^iKe. Aa^iemnon likewife confults the honour of Mr- 

mutMS ; for it will be no difgrace to^ him to decline en. 

countring a man y:Y\om Achilles himfelfis afraid of. 

Thm he artfully provides for his fafety and honour at 

tbe fame time. 

V. \i$,The mighiiffi njimrrhr^ htc^l * It cannot with 
certainty be concluded from the wdrds of Horner^ who 
is the perfon to \Ahom Agamemnon applies the laft lines 
of this fpeech : the interpreters leave it as undetermined 
in their tranflations as it is in the original. Some would 
have it under flood of HcRor^ tbat the Greeks would 
fend fuch an antagonill againH him, from whofe hands 
HeHor might be glad to cfcape. fiut this interpretation 
feems contrary to the fame defign of Agamemnonh dif- 
courfs, which only aims to deter his brother from fo rafh 
an undertaking as engaging with Il.Bcr, So that in- 
fttad of droppbig any exprcflion which might depreciate 
t^e poA'eroi courage of this hero, he endeavours rather 
to r<rp.-cfent him as the moft formidable of men, and 
dreaoful even to Achilhs. This priffage therefore will 
be ir.ofi confiftent with Agamemnon*^ defign, if it be 
confiHered as an argument orfered to Menelaus^ at once 
to diiTuade hiiifrona the engagement, and to comfort 
him under the appearance of fo great a difgrace as rc- 
f.if^pc the ch<illen^e; by telling him that any warrior, 
how bold and intrepid 'foevcr, might be ccntent to Ct 
lii'.l ar.d rejoice that he is not expofed to fo hazardous an 
engagement. The words «»kf ^{^iso-i ArVe Ex?roAi/xcio, 
fignity rot toefcapsoutof the combdt(AS the iranfuto.s 
frfke it) but to avoid entering into it. 

The 
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Content, the doubtful honour might forego, 
So great the danger, and fo brave the foe. 

He faid, and turn'd his brother's vengeful mind ; 
He ftoopMto reafon, and his rage reGgn'd, 140 
No longer bent to rufh on certain harm? ; 
His joyful friends unbind his azure arms. 

He,' from whofe lips divine perfuaiion flow8» 
Grave Neftor^ then^ in graceful a£i arofe. 
Thus to the Kings he fpoke* What grief, what fhame 
Attend on Greece^ and on the Grecian name ? T46 

Hour 

The phrafe of y^w K^fju^up, which i« literally toi^ftJ 
Ihe knee^ me^ns (according to Euftathius) to rtfty to- 
fit down, xafiie-fiwi, and is ufed fo by Mfc\yjus^ in Pr9^ 
metheo, Thofe interpreters were greatly roiftaken who 
imagined it fignified to kneel donun^ to thank the Gods 
for efcaping from fuch a combat ; whereas the cuftom 
of kneeling in prayer (as wc before obfcrved) was not 
in ufe amone thefe nations. 

V. 145. ne Speech of Neftor.] This fp^ecb, if we 
ccnfider the occafion of it, could be made by no perfon 
but Nefior* No young warrior could with decency ex- 
hort others to undertake a combat which he himfelf de- 
dined. Nothing could be more in bis charadher than to 
reprefent to the Greeks how much they would fuifer in 
the opinion of another old man like himfelf. In naming 
Peleusht Uu before their eyes the exp&Sationsof all * 
their fathers, and the (lame that muft affli^ them in 
their old age, if tli^ir fons behaved themfelves unwor- 
thily. The account he gives of the converfations he had 
formerly held with that King, and his jealoufy for the 
glory of Greeefff is a very natural pidure of the warm 
dijilogues of two warriors upon the commencement of a 
new war. Upon the whole, Neftor never more djfplays 
his oratory than in this place 1 You fee him rifing with a 
figh, expreffing a pathetic forrow, and wiihing'again for 
his youth, that he might wipt^away this difgrace from 
hi? country. The humour of (lory-telling, fo natural to 
oli men,, is aImo(l always marked by Homer in the 
fpeeches of Neflor : The apprehenfion that their age 
makes them contemptible, puts them upon repeating 

the 
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How flu^, aiat ! !ier boary hctoet ikioQni 
Their fons degenerate and their race a fcom ? 
What tears fhall down thy fiWer beard be roU'd, 
Oh Pekutf old in arxns^ in wifdom old ! 150 

Once with what joy the gen'roiM Prince Would hear 
Of ev'ry chief who foaght this glorious i^ar, 
Participate their £imc» and plcas'd inqMire 
Each name, each a^oo, and each heto's^fire ? 
Gods ! (hould he fee out warriors trembling ftand, i ^$ 
Aod treaibling all before one hoftile hand ; 
How would he lift his aged hands on high, 
I^ament inglorious Greece^ and beg to die ! 
Oh I wottid to all th' immortsl pow'rs above, 
Mtmtrxa, PUhus^ and almighty Jove ! \ 60 

lh« bca^e deeds of their youth. ' PArf<«rf A juftlfies'the 
pnaifiset AVyfar here givea himfelf, and the vaunts of his 
va!our» vkhich on thUocca&on were only exhortations to 
thofcf he ai».lr<rfled them to : By thefe he reftores courage 
to the Otc^ks^ who were ailouifhed at the bold challenge 
vf HiJtOi\ u«i caufes nine of the Princes to rife and ac- 
cept U. If a»i naan had a right to commend himfelf, 
it was this venerable Prince, v»ho in relating; his own 
actions dkl no more than propofe examples of virtue to 
the young, f^irgii, without any fuchfottning qualifica* 
tious, maaes his hero fay of himfelf, 

Sitm ptus JEneas^ fama fuper aikera notus. 

And comfort a dying warrior with thefe words, 

JEnea magnt dexirc^ caSs, 

The fame author alfo intimates the wiih oi Nefior for a 
leturnofhis youth, vi}[itvt E'vattder cries out, 

ntiht prateritos referatj! Jupiter annos 

fyalh eram^ cum primam aciem Pranefle/ub ipfa 
frttvi^fcuiorwnqw incemii viSlor acetwds^ 
Ei regtmhac Hetilum dextrafub Tartar a m\fi. 

As for the narration of the Arcmdian war introduced 
hare, it is a pjirtof the true hiftory of thofe times, as we 
*»• iafiNrmtd by Pau/anias. 

Years 
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YeauB roight agaiaroll bftcKi'my you^h r€9«v» 

And giTe this arm the fpri^g which once it Ij^ntw t 

When fierce] an w;ir> where Jordan** waters fall, 

I led my troops to Phuf^ troubling waH, 

And wkh th' Arca^(m Tpear my proveif try'4# ^6% 

Where. OhJofi rolls down his rapid tide. 

There Sntahaffim bravM us in the field. 

Proud, jtrtitbow* dreadful' arms to wield : 

Great jirMotUf known from (hore to ihore 

By the huge^ knotted} ir^Hi mace he bore ; ijp 

No lance he (hook, nor bent the twanging bow, 

But broke, wiUi this, the battle of the foe. 

Him not by manly force Lycurgtu flew, 

Whofe guikfal jav'lin frott^ the thicket ficw. 

Deep in a winding way, his bread aflaiPd, 175 

Nor aught the warrior's thund'cing mace avaft'd s 

Supine he fell: thofe arms which Jf^rx before 

Had giv'n the vanqui(h*d now the vidlor bore : 

But when old age had dimroM Lycurgus* eyes, 

To Ereuthalion he confign*d the prize. 180 

Furious with this, he cruih'd our levePd bands, 

And dai'd the trial of the ftrongeft hands j 

Nor couM the ftrongeft hands his fury ftay : 

All faw, and fear*d, his huge tempeftuous fway. 

Till I, the youngeft of the hoft appeatM, 185 

And youngcft, met whom all our army fear'd. ♦ 

V. 177. Tho/e arms *wh'ich Mars btfore had g I'D* n."] 
Homer has the peculiar ha pplnefs of being able to raife 
the obfcureft circumflance into the llronjgeft point of 
• light. ArejthofiS had taken thefe arms in battle, sn.l 
this gives occafion to our Author to fay, they were the 
prcfcnt of M^rj. Euftathius. 

• • I fought 
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I foQgbt the chief: my inns Mhurva crownM : 
Pn»e ieQ the Giant o'er a length of ground. 
What then he was. Oh were yoor Nefior now! 
Not Hc89r^% felf fhoold want an equal foe, 190 

Sut watriort, you, that youthful vigour hoaft. 
The fiow'r of Greece^ th' examples of our hoft. 
Sprung firom fuch fathers, who fuch numhers fway. 
Can you ftand titmhling, and defert the day I 

His warm reproofs the lift'ning Kbgs inflame ; 1 95 
And nine, the nohleft of the Grecian name, 
Up-ftarted fierce : But for before the reft 
The King of Men advanc*d his dauntlefs bread : 
Then bold Tydtdes^ great in arms appeared; 
And next his bulk gigantic J^ax rear'd : 200 

Oi^irKx followed; Idomen was there, t 

And Merion, dreadful as the God of war : 

V. 188. Prone f^ It the giani o*cr a length pfground*1 
Neftor*^ infilling upon this circuBiftance of the fall of 
Ereuthalion, which paints his valt body lying ext{;nded 
OD the earth, has a particular beauty in it, and recals 
to the old man's mind the joy he felt on the fight of his 
enemy after he was (lain. Thefe are the fine and na- 
tural firokes that give life to the delcriptions of poetry. 

V. 196. And nine, the nobleft^ &c ] In this catalogue 
of the nine warriors, who offer themfelves as champions 
for Greece, one may take notice of the firrt and the iaft 
who rifes up. Asamemnon advance" I foremoft, as it 
beft became the General, and Vlyjfes with his ufual 
caution took time to deliberate till Tcven more had of- 
fered themfelvep. Homer gives a great encomium of 
the eloquence of Nc/hr, in making it produce fo fudden 
an efieSt \ cfpecially when Agamemnon^ who d:d not 
prefer him felf before, even to7ave his brother, is now 
the firll that rteps forth: One would fanc> this parti- 
cular circumfiance was contrived to (hew, that eloquence 
has a greater power than even nature ititlf. 

With 
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With thcfe Eurypylus and Tboat (land. 

And wife Uljifes clos'd the daring band. 

All thefe, alike infpir'd with noble rage* 205 

Demand the fight. To whom the Pylian fage : 

Left thirft of glory your brave fouls divide> 
What chief fhall combat^ let the lots decide. 
Whom heav'n fhall chufe, be his the chance to raife 
His country's fame, his own immortal praife. 210 

The lots produc'dt each Hero figns his own ; j 
Then in the Gen'ral's helm the fates are thrown. 
The people pray, with lifted eyes and hands, 
And vows like thefe afcend from all the bands. 

Grant 

V. ao8. Lei the his d€cide*'\ This was a very prudent 
piece of condudl in Nefior: he ddes not chufe any of 
thefe nine himfelf, but leaves the determination en- 
tirely to chance. Had he named the hero, the reft might 
have been grieved to have feen another preferred be- 
fore them ; and he well knew that the Jot could not 
fall upon a wrong perfon, where all were valiant. £«• 
ftathtus, 

V. 209. Whom hea*v*nfl)allchuf€^ he his the chance to 
ratje his country* s fame, his own immortal praife. 1 
The original of this pauage is fomewhat confufed 5 the 
interpreters render it thus: ** Caft the lots, and he 
** who fhall bechofen, if he efcapes from the danger- 
•* ous combat, will do an eminent fervice to t\\^ Greeks^ 
*• and alfo have caufe to be greatly fatisfied himfelf.* 
But the fenfe will appear more diftinft and rational, if 
the words Sto? and a-vrlq be not underitood of the fame 
perfon : and the meaning of Neffor will then be, *' He 
•* who is chofen for the engagement by the lot, will do 
•• his country great fervice s and he likewife who is 
" not, will have reafon to rejoice for efcaping io^ 
•* dangerous a combat ** The exprei%on »tM ^iyv^h 
AijVh fx TfohifAOM^ is the fame Homer ufes in V. 118, 
T19, of this book, which we explained in the fame fenfe 
in the note on V. 135. 

^ V. 413. The people prajf,\ Homer, viho fuppofes every 
thing on earth to proceed from the iiumediate difpofi* 

tion 
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Grant, thou Alnightj ! ' in vfaofie hand is htx, 215 
A worthy chanpion ior the CreckmBztt. 
Tbistafk let 4f#jror7>i£d^/ prove. 
Or bt, the King of Kings, beb^'d by J^ove. 

Old Nisfior fliook the cafque. By heav'n infpir'd, 
Leap'd forth the lot, of ev'ry Grui defirM. 210 
This fron^the right to left the herald bears, 
JJdd ojit in order to the Gndan peers, 
£af h to his n?al yields the mark unknown, . 
Till Godlike j^ax finds the k>t his own ; 
Surveys th' infcription with ngoicing eyes, 225 

Then caft4 before him, and with tranfport cries : 

Warriors ! I claim the lot, and arm with jojr ; 
Be mine the conquefl of this chief of TVvjr. 

Now, 

tion of heaven , allows not even the lots to come up by 
chaoce, but places them in the hands of God. Vhe 
people pray to him for the difpofal of them, and bc^ 
that ^/Vi>-. Diomed, or Agamemnon may be the ]>erfon. 
in which the Poctfeems to make the army give his own 
fcntiments concerning the preference of valour in his 
heroes, to avoid an odious comparifon in downright 
terms, which might have been inconfittent with his de- 
fign of complimenting the Grecian families. They af- 
terwards offer up their prayers again, jutt as the combat 
ss beginning, that if Ajar does not conquer, at leaft he 
may divide the glory with HeBor ; in which the com> 
niciitators obferve Homer prepares the readers for what 
ii to happen in the fcaucl. 

V. az5. Surveys ffC infcription.'] There is no ne- 
cefTity to fuppofe that they put any letters upon thefe 
lots, at lead not their names, becaufe the herald could ^ 
not tell to whom the lot of Ajax belonged, till he claim-.' 
ed it himfeif It is more probable that they made 
feme private mark orfignet each upon his own lot. The 
lot was only apirce of wood, a (hell, or any -thing that 
lav at hand. Eufiaihius, 

V. a47 Warriors ! I claim the lot."} This is the firft 
fpaech of Ajax in the Iliad. He i& no Orator, but al> 

ways 
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Now, while my brighteft arms my limbs laveft. 

To Safurn^s fon be all your vows addreft : 230 

But pray in fccret, left the foes fhould hear. 

And deem your pray'ra the mean effeft of fear. 

Said I in fecret ? No, your vows declare, 

In fuch a voice as fills the earth and air. 

Lives there a chief, whom j^jax ought to dread, 23 f 

j^axf in all the toils of battle bred ? 

From watlike SalamU I drew my birth, 

And born To combats, fear no force on earth. 

vays expreflTes himfelf in (hort; generally bragging, or 
threatening, and very pofirive. Thcf appellation of 
ipxo? 'Ax,MStf the JSu/watk of fhe Greeks^ which Homer 
almoft conftantly gives him, is extremely proper to the 
bulk, ftrength, and immobility of this heavy hero, who 
on all occafions is made to ftand to the bufmefs, and fiip-l 
port the brunt. Thefe qualifications are given him, that 
he may laft out, when die reft of the chief heroes are 
wounded : this makes him of excellent ufe in Iliad 13. 
^c. He there puts a flop to the whole force of the ene- 
my, and a. long time prevents the firing of the (h-ps.. 
* It is partictiiarly obfervable, that he is never aflifled bj 
any Deity, as the others are. Yet one would think 
Mart had been no improper patron for him, there beine 
fome refemblance in the ooifterous chara6^er of ihac Go3 
and this hero. However it be, this con fid era ti on nuy 
partly account for a pirticular, which clfe might very 
well raifeaqueftion: Why Ajax^ who is in, this hook 
fuperior in ilrength to HeSiori (hjuld afrerwards iit 
the Iliad ftjun to meet him, and appear his inferior ? 
We fee the Gods make this difference : UcHor is not 
only aflifted by them in his own p:ron, but his men 
lecbnd him, whereas thofe of Ajax are difpirited by 
heaven: To which one may add another, which is a 
natural rcafon; HiHor in this book exprefly tells /Ijar^ 
'* he will now make ufe of no (kill nr nrt in fighiir.g 
with him." The Greik in bare brutal lirength prov'3 
too hard for HtSior, and therefore he m ght be f;jp- 
pofed afterwards to have exerted his dexteiicy fgainll 
him. 

Vol. II, G \\^ 
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^. . ttc . I oop^ with elerated eyeiy 

, ■ w Jtfii wiioic thunder rcods the ikies. 24a 

~. 1. .. . uunkind, fupcrior Lord ; 

^. . ..^ J.ia's holj hiUador'd ; 

.Iw . ! .lie liigbeft heav'a haft fixM thy throne^ 
>^*t cine of Godsi unboandedy and alone : 
<\tAiii ihou^ that Telamom may bear away 245 

The praife and conqneft of tbi« doubtful day ; 
Or if iUuftrious Hcffor be thy care. 
That both may claim it, and that both may (hare. 

Now jfax brac*d hU dazzling armour on ; 
SheathM in bright fteel the giant-warrior (hone: 250 
He moves to combat with majeftic pace; 
^o ftalks in arms the grizly God of Thrace^ 
When yove to punrfli faithlefs men prepares, 
And gives whole nations to the wade of wars. 
Thus marched the Chief tremendous as a God, 25; 
Grimly he fmilMj earth trembled as he ftrode : 
His mafly jav'lin quiv'ring in his hand. 
He ftood, the bulwark of the Grecian band. 
Thro* ev'ry Argivc heart new tranfport ran $ 
All Troy flood trembling at the mighty man. 160 

v. 251. He tjidves to combat^ S:c.] This defcri prion 
Ss full of the fublime imagery fo peculiar to our author. 
The Grecian champion is drawn in all that terrible 
clory with which he equals his Heroes to the Gods : He 
IS no lefs dreadful than Mars moTing to battle, to exe- 
cute the decrees of Jo^b upon mankind, and determine 
the fate of nations. His march, his poflure, his counte- 
nance, his bulk, his towV-like fhiela ) in a word, his 
whole figure ftrikesour eyes in all the ftrongeft colours of 
Poetry. We look upon him as a Deity, and are not 
■llonifhed at thofe emotions HiHor feels at the fight 
of him. 
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Ev*n ffeSor^txi'd I and wth ncT*r doubt.opprcft, 
Felt his great heart fufpeiukd io his breaft : 
'Twas vain to feck retreat, and ran to fear ; 
Himfelf had challeng'd, and the foe drew near. 

Stem TelamoH' behiad Kb ample (hieldy 265 

As from a brazen tow'r, o'erbok'd the field. 
Huge was its orb, with fev'n thick folds o'ercafti 
Of tough buti^hides ; of folid brafs the laft. 
(The work of Tychiui^ who in Hyle dwell'd, 
•And all in arts of armoury excell'd.) 270 

This Ajax bore before his manly breaft. 
And threatening tbus hisadverfe chief addreft: 

v. 269. 7>4^ owr* q/" Tychius J I (hall alk leave to 
tranfcribehere the ftory of this Xychiu's^ as we have it 
in the ancient Life of Homer attributed \o Herodotus, 
•• Homer falling into poverty, determined to go to Cuma^ 
" and as he palfed through the jiXam of Hermus, came to 
** a place called the iVeou ^/i//, which was a colony of 
•* the Cumitans. Here {after he had rented /I've ver/es 
** in celebraiton ofQxxrm) he was received by a leather* 
**' drelTer, whofe name was Tychius^ in»o his houfe, 
** where he (hewed to his holl, and his company, a 
** poem on the expedition of Amphiaraus^ and his 
*• hymns- The admiration he there obtained procured 
"•* him a prefen^^fubfiftence. They ihew to this day with 
** great veneration the place v^here he fat when he re- 
•* cited his verfes, and a poplar which they affirm to 
** have grown there in his time." If there be any thing 
in this flory, we have reafon to Le pleafed with the 
grateful temper of our Poet, who took this occafion of 
immortalizing the name of an ordinary tradefman who ' 
had obliged him. The fame account of his life takes 
notice of feveral other inflances of his gratitude in the ' 
fiame kind. 

V. a^o In arts (f armoury. 1 I havp called Tychiusvin 
armourer rather than a leather-dreflfer or currier t bis 
snaking the fhield of Ajax aurhorizts one expreilioo as 
. well as the other : and though that which Homer ufes 
had no lownefs or meannefs in the Greeks it is not to fee 
admitted into Englijh heroic verfc. 

G2 XUat»r\ 
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HeSor I approach my arm, and fingly know. 
What ftrcngth thou haft, and what the Grecian foe. 
Achilles (buns the fight ; yet ferae there are, 275 
Not void of foul, and not .unfkill'd in war 5 
Let him, unadive on the fea-beat fhore. 
Indulge his wratb^ and aid our arms no more ; 
Whole troops of heroes Greece has yet to boaft. 
And fends thee one, a fample of her hoft. 280 

Such as I am, I come to prove thy might ; 
No more be fudden, and begin the fight. 

O fon of Telamon, thy country's pride ! 
(To ^jax thus the Trcjan Prince reply *d) 
Me, as a boy or woman, would'ft thou fright, 285 
New to the field, and trembling at the fight ? 
Thou raect'ft a chief deferving of thy arms. 
To combat borui and bred amidfl -alarms : 

V. 473. He<5lor! approach my arm, kc] I think it 
uecdlcfa to obferve how exaftly this fpeech of A/ax 
correfponds with his blunt and foldier-like character. 
The fame propriety, in regard to this hero, is main- 
tained throughout the Iliad. Thebufinefs he is about, 
is all that employs hts head, and he fpeaks of nothing 
but fighting. The lall line is an image of his mind at 
all times. 

No more^^'—be fudden^ and begin ikejight, 

"V. 485. M?, as a boy or ixjoman, nuoulzTfi thpufright.'] 
This reply of HeSlor (eems rather to allude to fome gef- 
ture Ajax had ufed in his approach to him, ^^^/haking 
his /pear ^ or the like, than to any thing hehndfaidin 
his Ipeech. For v/hat he had told him amounts to no 
more than that there were feveral in the Grecian army 
•who had courted the honour of this combat as well as 
bimfelf. 1 think one muft obferve many things of this 
kind in Horner^ that aUude to the particular attitude or 
a^ion, in which the author fuppofes the peifon to beat 
that time« 

I know 
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I know to fhift my ground, remount the car, 
Turn, charge, and anfwer cv'ry call of war, 290 
To right, to left, the dcxt'rous lance I wield. 
And bear thick battle on my founding fhield. 
But open be our fight, and bold each blow ; ^ 
I ileal no conqueil from a noble foe. 

He faid, and rifing> high above the field 295 

Whirl'd the long lance againfl the fev^nfold (hicld. 
Full on the brafs defcending from above • 
1*hro* fix bull*hides the furious weapon drove, 
Till in the feventh it fixM. Then ^jax threw, 
Thro' Heaar^t fhield the forceful javliu -flew, 300 
Hifl corflet entera, and his garment reod^f 
And glancing downwatds near hi^ flank defcendi» 
The wary Trojan fhrinki, and binding low 
Beneath his buckler, difappoints the blow. 304 

From their bor'd (hiclds thechitiffl their jfl.v'lioi drew, 
Then clofc impetuous, and the charge renew : 
Fierce as the moutitmn-lionsbathM in bloud, • 
Or foaming boars, the terror of the wood* 
Ai4}ait He&or his long lance extends ; 
The blunted point againft the buckler bends. 3 10 

V. 290. Turn, charge^ and anfwer tru*ry call qfwar.J 
The (rreek is, To moue try feet to the found of Mats, 
which feems to ftiew that thole military dances were in 
ufe even in Homers time, which were afterwards prac- 
tifed in Greece, 

V. 305. From their hor^djhields the chhfs their jau* tins 
drc^w] Homer \\\ this combat makes the heroes perform 
all their exercifes with all forts of weapons ; firft darting 
lances at dillance, then advancing clofer and pu(hing 
■with fpcars, then calling ttopes,-and b^lya^tacking with 
fwords; in every one of which ihe Pott g'veuhc fupe- 
riority to his countryman. It is farther obfervib;r, (^as 
Eu/iathius remark?) that Ajax allows He^or an aav.;-.; ^ 
tage in throwing 'he firft fpear. 

G3 Bu; 
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^: To^c^'ifl ftik aecky vkJa wnnt ^Vfi; #rrn£i^ IspdlM, 
S^pcnits tLc bbrk gcrr, kkS diatais ibe fliiniDg &iclJ. 
Vet cc^d not IffSTT tbtis ; but, AoopiDg dowis 3 1 5 
In lii« (Irofig baod up-b«aY*d a flioty ftonr, 
IMack, ciaggy, vaft : To thik Lis force be bends 1 
Futl on ilie brnztn bofs tie done defcends ; 
The hulluw brafii refuunded with the (bock. 
'V\\iit\ /(/.I.V fci:£*d the fragment of a rocky 32a 

«App))M each uorvci uiiil fwingmg round on high, 
Wuli Um\^ uni)H'lhioui let the ruin fly : 
T(\o S^ x,^- iUmk* lhiuU*iin£ thiu* his buckler broke ). 
U « .^^L''k^l l-«u«« u<iV«\M the auinb*ulng Aroke i 
ili>a; v.iVu :^ c\t<ttJiesl on the Aeldt 325, 

VW ^''^ ivii-y^c-' ^3; s*o t^^ £WtteiM &icld« 

Cui'^ii'ii'vl h.a i.KWkd^ atkI k^K^U to c^Hr. 
Auu .i^A :>^:S hs'ics'd^bcii br\>ad fjulchto;:^ drew; 330 
l) .ii »/ii^ wiicii.'^ rvHiad their he^ds I hey dew ; 
But 'J^^:\ ^y H<idM$ voice the word was gtveo^ 
Tu^ leered ciim&euof earth and heaven: 

Divine 

Y. jiS. ApoUo'j w/g'/i/]. In the beginning of this 
ttiok we It- ft Apoilo ptrched upon a tree, in ihe Ihap-j 
of d culture, to behold the combat : I^e comes now vei y 
opportunely to fuse his favourite Hi^or. Euftathi^s 
fiysihat Apollo \s the fame with Dcftiny^ fo that v\heii 
HottKr fays Jlpollo fa?ed him, he means no more than 
that ir was not his fate yet to die, as Helenus had fore- 
told hina. 

. V. 332 . Heralds i ihejacred mhiftirs. ] The herald s 
of old were facred perions, accounted the delegates of 
Mtrcuryt ^nd inviolable by the law of nation.«. The 
Hiicien^ hiftories have many examples of the feverity 
fUerciftd againft thofe who committed any outrage upon 

them« 
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Divine Tahhyhks whom the Gfeels employ. 
And fagc Idaitt on the part of Trey, 335, 

Between the fwords their peaceful fceptrcs reftr'd } 
Andfirft Idaiu* awful voice was heai;d# 

Forbear, my fons ! your farther force to prove. 
Both dear to men, and both belovM of Jove* 
To either hoft your matchl^fs worth is known, 34a 
Each founds your praife, and war is all your own. 
But now the N%ht extends her awful (hade ; 
The Goddefs parts you : Be the Night ob^y'd. 

To whom great Jljax his high foul exprefs'd; 
O fage! to HeSor be thcfe words audrcfs'd.. 345: 
Let him, who fitfl provok'd our chiefs to fight, 
Let him demand the fandion of the night; 
If firft he afk it, I content obey, 
And ceafe the flrifc when Hedor (hows the way. 



them. Their office was to affift in the facrificesand 
councils, to proclaim war or peace, to command Glence 
at ceren?.onies or fingle combats, to part the combatants, 
and to declare the conqueror, (Sc. 

V. 334. Dfi;/«^Talthybius, G?f.] This intcrpofition 
of the two heralds to^parc the combatants^ on the ap- 
proach of the night, is applied by Tajffo to the (ingle 
combat oiTancred and Argantes^m the fixth book of 
his Jerufakm. The herald's fpecch, and particularly 
that remarkable injunftioH to obey ihi nighty are trant- 
lated literally by that author. The combatants there 
alfo part not without a pfomife of meeting again in 
battle, on fomemore favourable opportunity. 

V. 337. And firft Idacus.]. Homer obferves a juft de- 
corum in making Ideeus the Trojan herald fpeak fir(t, 
to end the combat wherein HeHor had the difadvantage. 
AJax is very Tenfiblc of this difference, when in his re- 
ply he requires that HeUor Ihould firft afk for a ctffa* 
tion, as he was the challenger. Evftaihm% 
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** Not hate, but glory, made thcfe chiefs contend ; 
** And each brave foe wasln his foul a friend." 366 

With that, a fword with ftars of fiWer gracM, 
The baldric ftudded, and the (heath enchased. 
He gave the Greek. The generous (heek bcftow'd 
A radiant belt that rich with purple glow'd. 370 
Then with majeftic grace they quit the plain ; 
This feeksthe Grecian^ that the Phrygian train. 

The Trojan bands returning HeUor wait. 
And hail with joy the champion of their ftate: 
Efcap'd great jijax^ they furvey'd him round, 375 
Alive, unharm'd, and vig'rous from his wound. 
To 7r(7y's high gates the god-like man they bear. 
Their pre fen t triumph, as their late defpair. 

But ^ijaxy glorying in his hard]^ deed. 
The well-arm'd Gr^^ij to jigamemnon led. 3^o ^ 

A fleer for facrifice the King defign'd. 
Of full five years, and of the nobler kind. 
The vidim falls ; they ftrip the fmoaking hide. 
The beaft they quarter, and the joints divide ; 

another. The propofal made here by HeBor^ and fa 
readily embraced by y^'^jtr makes the parting of thefe 
two heroes more glorious to chem than the continuance 
of the combat could have been. A French critic is 
fhock^d at He^or's making propofals to Ajax with an 
air of cqualriy ; he fays that a man that is vanquiihed, 
inHead of talking of prefents, ought to retire with Aiame 
from his conqueror. But th^t jSeSior was vanquiihed, 
is by no means to be allowed : Homer had told us that 
his flrength was reftored by Apolld^ and that the two 
combatants were engaging again upon eoual terms with 
their fwords. So that this crtticiim falls to nothing. 
For the refl, itisfaid that this exchange of prefents be- 
tween Hefior and ji^jax gave birth to a proverb, That 
the prefents cfenemies are generally^ fatal. For jijam 
with this fword afterwards killed nimfelf, a/id He^or 
wais dragged by this belt at the chariot of Achilles* 

Gs Thca 
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Then rpraid the tibks, the rcpaft prq>are» 385 

Eaxh takes kit fett* md ewrh recei?c8 hit (hare. 
The Kiof^ himftif (an honorary iign) 
Before great jftax placed the mighty chioe. 
When now the rage of hunger was remoy'd j 
Ajjiw, in each perfuafire art approV^d» 590 

The fage whofe counfels long had fway'd the reft, 
In words like thcfc his prudent thought expreft. 

How dear, O Kings ! this fatal day has coft, 
What Greeh ha?e perifliM ? what a people loft? 394 
"What tides of bk>od has drenchM Scamander's (hore ? 
What crowds of Heroes funk>to rife no more i 

V. 38P. Before sreat Ajax placed the nughiy chine. 1 
This is one ot choie paffages that >viH naruraJIy fall un« 
der the ridicule of a true modern critic. But what 
A^amemnQfi here beftows on Ajax was in former times 
a areat mark of refpedt and honour : Not only as it was 
cultomary to diftinguifti the quality of their guefts. by 
the largenefd of the portions alTigned them at their 
tables, but as this part of the vi^im peculiarly be* 
longed to the King himfelf* It is worth remarking on 
this ocQafion, that the limplicity of thofe times alloAed 
the eating of no other flefti but beef, mutton, or kid : 
This is the food of the heroes of Homer ^ and the Pa- 
triarchs and Warriors of the Old Tcftamcnt. Fiftiing 
and fowling were the arts of more luxurious nations, 
and came much later into Greece and IfraeL 

One cannot read this pafiage without being pleafed 
with the wonderful fimplicity of the old heroic ages, 
"We have here a gallant warrior returning vH^orious (for 
that he thought himfelf fo, appears from thofe words 
%$y(flfAr» vUfiJ from a fingle combat with the braveft 
ot. his enemies ; and he is no otherwrife rewarded, than 
with a larjjcr portion of the facrifice at fupper. Thus 
ati upper feat, or a more capacioiis bowl, 'was a recom- 
pence for the greatefl a^lions *, and thus the only reward 
in the Olympic eames was a pine-branch, or a chaplet 
of parftay or wild olive. The latter part of this note 
tMlpogi to Eufta$hiuu 

Then 
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Then bear me, Chief! nor let the motrow^s light 
Awake thy fquadrons to new toils of fight : 
Some fpace at leaft permit the war to bteathei 399 - 
While we to Barnes our flaughter'd frieada bequeath. 

From 

V; 400. WhfU we to flames^ &c.] There is a great 
deal ofartrficein this councilbf ^i^^r.of burning the 
dead, and railing a fortification ; tor though piety was 
the fpecious pretext, their fecurity was the real aim of 
the truce, which they made ufe of to finifli thdr works. 
Their doing this at the fame time they ere^ed the fu- 
neral piles, made the impofition eafy upon the enemy* 
who might naturally miftake one work for the other. 
And this alfd obviates a plain Dbje^EUon^ nnz* Why the ' 
Trojans did not interrupt; them in this work? The truce 
determined no exsfl time/ bat as mucti as-was needful » 
far difcharging the rites of the dead. *• 

I fancy it may not be unwelcome to the reader to en- 
large a little upon the way of dtfpqfing the dead among 
the ancients, it may be proved from innumerable in^ 
(lances, that the Hebrews interred their dead'; thus 
Abraham*s burving place is frequently mentioned in 
ffripturc. And that the JEgyptians did tne fame is jpla^n 
f^)m their embalming them. Some have been ot opi- 
nion that the ufage or burning the dead was originally 
to prevent any outrage of the bodies from their ene- 
mies •, .which imagination is rendered not improbable 
in tbat paffage in the firfl book of ^ Samuel, where the 
JJraeliies bum the bodies of Saul Bxid bisfons, after they 
had beenrmifufedby the Philiftims. even though their 
common cuflom was to bury their dead : And To ^Ua 
amoog the- Romans was the firft of his family who or- 
dered his body to b% burnt, for fear the barbarities be 
had ^srercifed on that of Af/?r;«j might be retaliated upon 
his own. Tully, df legfbus, lib. a. Procutdubio cremandi 
ritus a Gracis ifenit, namfefuUum fegimus Numam ad 
Anienisfontem % totique genti . Cornelitefolenne futffe fe- 
pulchrum ufjue ad SyHam^aui primus ex ea gente cr^^' 
matus eft. The Greeks ufca both ways of interring and 
burning ; Patrdclus was burned, and Ajax laid in 
the ground, as appears from Sophocics*^ Ajax, lin. 1 1^5, 
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Tjim. -^ rsz iirt: taear Jrarrer'i badies besr, 
Asd 3iA^ -uc iessi -ne fin:*:!!! I rafliiic ror : 

Hex, mere cs ooe pccecxBoas pak diey lihz'dy 405 
H%k o*cr c&esi al a gcs'zal toa^ be nk'd i 
Kext to Haope cnr cmpy aad ■■filpiNr'1% 
Rife n caibattcrd «%I vxLb lofty tow'n; 
ficfli ^pace to ipacc be sBple ^stct arooody 
For pzffii^ rharints and a trencb pffofeond. 410 
So Gneer to coodbat ftall ia fi^ktyr go^ ' 
Nor fear the fierce incnrfioiu of tbe foe. 
^va* tkoft the Sage his wliolelbiiie coonfel mov'd'; 
Tbe fceptred Kiogt of Greece his words approv'd« 
McaDwb3ey cooreo'd at Priam^% palace-gate, 415 
Tbe Ir^oB Peers m nightlj cooncil fate : 

A-fenate 

Jlaflen (lays the chorus) to prepare a holhw hole^ a 
grarve *er this man, 

iTiucydides, in his fecond book, mentions ^ap»x£cc 
xwae^a\fa^ : coffins and cheds made of cyprefs wood, 
in which the Athemins kept the bones of their friends 
that died in the wars. 

The Romans derived from the Greeks both thefe cuf- 
toms of burnine and burying : In urbe neve Sb pb L i ro 
ne^e Urito, lays the law of the; twelve tables. The 
place where they burned the dead was fet apart for this 
religious ufe, and called Glebe \ from which pra6^ice 
the name is yet applied to all the grounds belonging to 

Plutarch oh^exYt^ that Homer is the firll who mentions 
Kcneral romb for a number of dead perrons. Here 
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IS <t Tumulus built round the Pyre, not to bury their bo- 
dies for they were to be burned ; nor to receive the 
hones fbrthofe were to be carried to Grr^r^ ; but per- 
haps to inter their aihes, (which cuftom may be ga- 
thered from a paflage in Jltad ti. V. 255) or it might 
be ojily a Cenotaph m remembrance uf the dead. 

V. 4io« 
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A fenate void of order, as of choice, 
Their hearts were fearful, and confusM their voice. 
Antenor riling, thus demands their ear : 
•Ye TrcjanSf Dardans^ and auxiliars hear ! 420 

'Tis hcav*n the connfel of my hreaft infpires. 
And I but move what ev'ry God requires i 
Let Sparta*^ treafures be this hour reftor'd. 
And jirgtve Helen own her ancient Lord. 
The ties of faith, the fworn alliance broke, 425 

Our impious battles the juft Gods provoke. 
As this advice ye pra£life, or rejeft, 
So hope fuccefs, or dread the dire effeft. 

The fenior fpoke, and fate. To whom reply*d 
The graceful hvfband of the Spartan bride. 450 

Cold counfels, Tryan^ may become thy years. 
But found ungrateful in a warrior's ears : . » ' 

Old man,-if void of fallacy or art 
Thy words exprefs the purpofe of thy heart. 
Thou, in thy time, more found advice haft giv'n ; 43 j 
But wifdom has its date, affign'd by heav*n.- 




The nnjuft fide is always fearful and difcordsTnt. I think 
M. Dacier has not entirely done juOice to this thought 
in her tranflation. Horace feems to. have accounted this 
a ufeful and ncccffary part that contained the great 
mora I of the ///W, as mav be feen from his fele6bng it 
in particular from the reu, in his epiftle'to Lollius, 

Fahula^ qua Parjdis propter narratur atnorem^ 

Gracia Bar bar ie lento colli/a duello^ 

Stultorutnregum ^populorttm continet afius* 

Antenor cenfit belli pntcidere caufam, 

^tfid Paris ? Ut Jalvus regmt vivafque beafus^ 

QigipoJfinegAt^^'rT. 

Then 
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That done, once more the fete of war be try*d. 
And whofe the conqueft, mighty ^ovf decide 1 

The monarch fpoke : The warriors foatch'd with 
hafte 455: 

(Each at hie poft in arms) a (hort repaft* 
Soon as the rofy morn had wak'd the dayv- 
To the Uack (hips liLtas bent his way; 
There, to the fons of Marsj in council found. 
He rais'd his voice : The hods ftood lift'hing round: 4<7gp 

Ye fons of Atreuty and ye Greeks ^ give ear! 
The words of Troy^ and Trtf^ g^reat Monarch hear» 
Pleas'd may ye hear (fo heaven fucceedmy pray'rsj* 
What Faritf authcnr of the wu*,, declares. 

V. 456. Each at his poft in arms,'\ We have here the 
manner cf the Trojans taking their repaft: Not pro- 
mifcuoufly, buf eacoalhit poA. /£7m^r ^as fenfible that 
military men ought not to remit their guard, even while 
they reirefh themfelves, but in every a^ion difplay thv 
foldier. Etfftaihius* 

V. 46». The If tech of Idacus.J The fM-opofition of re- 
fioriug the tredures, and not Helen ^ is fent as from 
. Paris only ; in which his father feeins to permit him to 
treat by nimfelf as a fovereign Prince, and the fole 
author of the war. But the herald feems to exceed his 
commifiion in what he tells the Greeks, Paris only 
offered to reflore the treafore he took from Greece^ not 
including thofe he brought from Sidon ^and other coafis, 
where, he touched in his voyage : But Jdaus here ]>rofier3 
all that he brought to Troy, He adds, as from himfelf, 
a wi(h that Parts had periflied in that voyage. Some 
ancient expofitors fuppofe thofe words to be fpoken 
afide, or in a low voice, as is ufual in Dramatic Poetry. 
But without ^ttBLtJahfO, a generous love for the welfare 
of his country might tranfport Haus into Ibme warm 
ezpreilioRS againft the author of its woes. He lays afide 
the Herald to adt the Patriot, and fpeaks with indigo 
nation againd Paris that he may influence the Grecian 
captains to give a favourable aufwer* Euftafhius* 

The 
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The fpoUs and treafurc he to Ilhn bore, 

(Oh had he perifh'd ere they touch'd our (hore) 

He proffers injur'd Greece ; with large encrcafe 

Of added Trojan wealth to buy the peace. 

But, to reilore the beauteous bride again^ 

This Greeee demands, and Troy requeils in vain. 47a 

Next, O ye chiefs! weafkatruce to bum 

Our flau^ter'd heroes, a^d thetr bones in-urn. 

That done, once more the fate of war be try'd, 

And.whofe the conqiieft, mighty ^ov^ decide! 

The Greets gaveeslr, but none the Clence broke; 475 
At length Tydides rofe, and riling fpoke. 
Oh take not, friends I defrauded of your fame. 
Their proffer'd wealth, not cv'n the Spartan dame. 
Let conqueft make them ours : Fate (hakes their wall. 
And Troy already tottcrato hfer falL " 480 

T. 475. The Gretksgave ear\ hut none thefdencebroke^^ 
This filence of the Greeks might naturally proceed from 
an opinion that however defirous they were to put an 
end to this long war, Menelaus would never conlent to 
relinquitb Helen^ which was the ihing infilled upon by 
Paris- Eu/talhius accounts for it in another manner, 
and it is from him 'M.»Dacrer has taken her remark. 
The Princes (fays he) were filent, becaufe it was the 
part of Agamemnon to determine in matters of this na- 
ture \ and Agamemnon is filent, being willing to heai: 
the inclinations of the Princes. By this means he avoid- 
ed the imputation of expofing the Greeks to dangers for 
his advantage and glory ; fince he only gave the an- 
fwer which was put jnto his mouth by the rrmces, with 
the general applaufe of the army. 

V.477.. Oh take not ^ Greeks, 6?r. There is a pecu- 
liar decorum in making Diomed x\\t. author of this act- 
vice, to reje6l even Helen herfelf if (he were offered ; 
this had not agreed with an amorous hu(band like Me- 
neiaus^ nor with a cunning politician like^ ^l}:ffes^ nor 
with a wife old man like Ne/hr. But it is proper to 
Diomed, not only as a young and fearlefs warrior, but 
as he is in particular an enemy to the intereJts of Venus, 

Th' 
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Th' admiring chiefs, and all the Grecian name, 
With general (houls returned him loud acclaim. 
Then thus the King of Kings rcjeds the. peace: 
Herald ! in him thou hear'll the roicc of Greece, 
For what remains j let fun'ral flames be fed 485 
With heroes corps : I war not with the dead : 
Go fearch your ilaughter'd chiefs on yonder plain > 
And gratify the Manes of the flain. 
Be witnefs, yove, j?vhofc thundct rolls on high ! 
He faid, and rcar*d his fccptre to the iky. 490 

To facred Troy^ where all her Princes lay • 
To wait th* event, the herald b*ent his way. 
He came, and {landing in the midft, explainM 
The peace reje&ed, hut the truce obtain'd. 
Strait to their fev'ral cares the Trojans mote, 495 
Some fearch the plain, fome fell the founding groves 
Nor lefs the Greehy defcendingon the {hore, 
Hew*d the green forcfts, and the bodies bore* 
And now from forth th« chathbcrs of the mait)| 
To flicd hit facred light on earth againi 50a 
Arofe the golden chariot of the day, 
And tipt the mountain! with a purple ray. 
In mingled throngs the Greet and Tyrian train 
Thro' heaps of carnage fearch'd the mournful plain. 
Scarce' could the friend his flaughter'd friend explore. 
With dufl di(honour'd, and dcform'd with gore. 506 
The wounds they wafli'd, their pious tears they flied, 
And laid along their cars, deplorM the dead, 

Sage 

V. 508. And laid along their cars,^ Thcfe probably 

were not chariors, but carnages ^ for Homer makes 

Neftor fay in V. j^a of the orig, that this was to be 

one with naults and o^en^ whicff were not commonly 

* joined 



Hi. 



S^^ Ptiam cbcck'd their giicf : Wkli Qcnt balle 

The bodies decent an tfaeplks war pbc'ds 51a 

Wtdi mdtng hearrs die cold rcnudos thcj boin'd ;. 

And hdijBow^ to facrcd Tirpy rctuni'd. 

Nor Ids die ^ncelx tiiefr picas forrow iticd,. 

And decent on the pOe difpofc the dead. 

The cold remains coofiutte with eqnal care;, 515^ 

And ilowlf , fadljTy to their fleet repair. 

Nov, ere the mom had ftreakM with rcd'niag h'ght. 

The doubtful confines of the day and night ; 

Aboftt the dying flatnes die GreeJ^ appeared. 

And round the pile, a general tomb they rear'd. 5201 

Then, to fecure the camp and naral pow'rs. 

They rais'd embattd'd waSs with lofty tow'rs : 

From fpace to fpace were ample gates around^ 

For paffing chariots i, and a trench profound, . 

or 

joined to chariots, and the word tumXiavf/Lu thete, may 
be applied to anf vehiclie that run* on wheels. *AtAa(te.. 
fignites indiHerently plauftrum and currus ; and our 
Englijfh word car implies either. But if they did ufe 
chariots in bearing their dead, it is at leail evident, that 
thofe chariots were drawn by mules and oxen at fune- 
ral folemnities. Homer^i uiing the word aftafof and not 
^po(9 confirms this opinion. 

V. 523. TAen to fecure ike camp, &c.] Homer has 
been accufcd of an offence againft probability, in caufine 
this fortification to be made fo lare as in the lall year of 
the war. M. Dacier anfwcrs to this obje^on. That 
the Greeks had no occafion for it till the departure of 
Achilles : He alone was a greater defence to them ; and* 
Homer had told the reader in a preceding book, that the 
7 r^'tf/f J never durft venture out of the walls of Troy 
^\\\\e Achilles fought: Thefc intrenchmenrs therefore 
ferve to raife the glory of his principal hero, fince they 
become neeeffarv as loon as he withdraws his aid. She 
might have added that Achilles himfelf fays all this, 
«Mk nukes Homer'% apology in the ninth book, v, 4^0. 

TM- 
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Of large extent ; and deep in earth below 525 

Strong piles infix'd flood adverfe to the foe. 

So toii'd the Gretksi Mean while the Gods above> 
In ftiining circle round their father Jove^ 

Amazed 

The fame author, fpeakingof this fortification, fccms to 
doubt whether theuCs of intrenching camps was knpwn- 
in the Trojari'wz.r^ and is rather inclined 10 think Hohier 
borrowing it from what is pra6tifed hi bis own time. 
But 1 believe (if we cotifider the caution with which he 
has been obferved in fome indances already given, to 
preferve the manners of the age he writes of, in con- 
tradiction to what was pradHfed in his own *,) wS may 
eafily conclude the art of fortiBcation was in ufe evert 
fo long before him, and i»i the degree of perfedlion that 
he here defcribes it. If it was not, and if Homer was 
fund of defcribing an improvement in this art madejn 
his own days ; nothing could be better contrived than 
his feigning Neftor to De the author of it, whofe wifdon& 
and experience in war rendered it probable that he 
might carry his proicdls farther than the^ reft of bis con- 
temporaries. We have here a fortification as perfect aa 
iii the modem times: A flrong wall is thrown up, towers 
are built upo.i it fiom fpace to fpace, gates are made to 
inTue out at, and a ditch funk, deep, widis and long, to all 
which pallifadoe^ are added to compleat it' 

V. 527. M$an nuhile the Ooc/s,} The fi^ion of this, 
wall-raifed by the Greeks, has given no little advantage 
to Homer's Poem, in fumiihjng him with an opportunity 
of changing the fceiie, and m a great degree the Gibject 
and accidents of bis battles $ fo that the folio • ing de- 
kriptions of war are totally different from all the fore- 
going. He takes care at the firft mention of it to fix 
in us a great idea of this work, bv making the Gods im^ 
mediaiely concerned about it. We fee ISeptune jealous 
left the glory of his pwn work, the walls of Trqy^ fhould- 
be effaced by it ; and Jupiter comforting him with a 
prophecy that it fhaUbe-totally deftroyedin a fhort time. 
Homer was fenfible that as this was a building of his 
imagination only, and not founded (like many other of 
hisdefcriptions) upon fome antiquities or traditions of the 
country, to pottcrity might convi^ him of a falfity, wheh 
no remains of anviuch wall (hould be feenen the coaiK 
Therefore (as ArtftoiU obferves) he has found this way 
to elude the cenfure of an improbable fi^on :. The wojrd. 
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Amaz'd beheld the wondrous works of man : 

Then he> whofe trident (hakes the earth began. 530 

What mortals henceforth (hall our pow'r adore. 
Our fanes frequent, our oiacles implore. 
If the proud Grecians thus Aiccefaful boaft 
Their rifing bulwarks on the fea-beat coafl ? 
See the long walls extending to the main, 53; 

No God confulted, atid no s\6hXm (lain ! 
Their fame (hall fill the world's rcrootefl. ends ; 
Wide, as the morn her golden beam extends. 
While old Laomedon^ divine abodes^ 
Whofe radiant (Iruftures raisM by lab'ridg Gods, ^^40 
Shalli raz'd and lo(t| in long oblivion deep. 
Thus fpoke the hoaiy monarch of the deep. 

Th* Almighty thund^'cr with a frown replieSf 
That clouds the world, and blackens half the (kict^ 
Strong Cod of Ocean! thoti> whofe rage can mak« 
The folid earths iternal bail;! flake 1 546 

otjove WAS fu'filled, the hands of thr Gods, thf force of 
the riven, and rhe wavoa of the fea» deasoliOied it* In 
the twelfth book he digr^lTes from the fubjedt of hit 
poem, to defcribe the execution of thU prophecy. The 
verfes there are very noble, and have given the hint to 
Milion for thofe in which he accounts, after the fame / 
poetical manner, for the vanilbing of the terreftrial 
paradife. 

— — All fountains of the deep 

Kroke up, (hall heate the ocean to'ufurp 

P.eyondall bounds, 'tillinundation rife 

Above the hithelt hills : Then (hall this mount 

Cf Parfti/r/c by mighty waves be movM 

Out of its place, puH/d by the horned flood. 

With nil Its verdure fpoil'd, and trees adrift, 

Down the great river to the op'ning gulph. 

And there take root, an ifland VaU and bare, 

The haunt of feals andorcf, and fea-mews clang. 

What 
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What caufe of fear from mortal works cou'd moirc 
The meaneft fubjeft of our realms above ? 
Where- e'er the fun's refulgent rays are caft, 
Thy pow'r is honoured, and thy fame fhall laft. 550 
But yon' proud work no future age fhall view. 
No trace remain where once thy glory grew. , 
The fapp'd foundations by thy force fhall fall, . 
And whelm'd beneath thy waves, drop the huge wall : 
Vaft drifts of fand fhall change the former fhore ; SSS 
The ruin vanifh'd, and the name no more. 

Thus they in heav'n : while, o'er the Grechtttnia, 
The rolling fun defcending to the main 
Beheld the finifli'd work. Their bulls they flew ; 
Black from the tents the fav'ry vapours flew ; 560 
And now the fleet, arriv'd from Lemnos* flrands. 
With Bacchus* bleffings chear'd- the gen'rous bands. 
Of fragrant wines the rich Eunaus fent 
A thoufand meafures to the royal tent. 
{Eunaus 9 whom Hypfipyh oi yoxt ^6; 

To yafon, fhepherd of his people, bore.) 
The reft they purchas'd at their proper coft. 
And well the plenteous freight fupply'd the hofl : 



Y. 561. Andnoiv ihefieet, kc."] The verfes from 
hence to the end of the Dook, afford us the knowledge 
of fome points of hillory and antiquity. As that Jafon 
had a fon by Hypjrpjk^j^ho fucceeded his mother in the 
\Cuy%dovci ox Lemnos : That the j lie of If /;7«/7j was anci- 
ently famous for its wines, and drove a traffic in them ; 
and that coined money was not in ufe in the time of the 
I'rojan war, but the trade of countries carried on by ex- 
change in grofs, brafs, oxen, (laves, (§c, I muft not for- 
get the particular term ufed here forflave, av^jroh^f 
which is literally the fame with our modern word 
/ooi//iam 
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Each, in e&chaoge» proportion'd treafiires gave $ 
Some braie, or iron, fome an ox, or flave. ' 57a 

All night they, feaft, the Gruis and Trofan powVs ; 
Thofe on the fields, and thefe within their tow'ra. 
But yave averfe the figns of vrrath difplay'd. 
And (hot red Ught'nings thro' the gloomy (hade: 
Humbled they flood ; pale horror feiz'd on all, 575 
While the deep thunder (hook th' aerial halL 
Each pour'd to y§ve before the bowl was crown'd. 
And large libations drench'd the thirftygronnd; 
Then late refreih'd with ffleep from toils of fight, 
Enjoy'd the balmy blefliDgs of the night. 580 < 

v. 573. Sui Jowe aver/e, &c] The figns by which 
yi^i/^r here (hews his wrath againft the Grecians^ are 
a prelude to thofe more open declarations of his anger 
which follow in the next book, and prepare the mind of 
the reader for th«it machine, which might otherwife 
ieem t«o bold and violent. 
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The A R G U.M EN T. 
The fecond Battle, and the Diftrefs of the Greeks. 



•JUPITER dJfembUs a covncU of the Deities ^ and tbreatens 
them with the /fains o/Tsnt^Lnxsifthey ajijl either ftde : Minerva 
tnly fbtains .of him that fbe may direB the Greeks by her coumfcls, 
7he armies Join battle ; Jupiter on mount Ida weighs in hi*, ha^ 
iance the fates of bothy and affrights the Greeks, t»iih his thtoders 
and lightnings, Neflor alone continues in the field in great danger ; 
Dioined relieves him; vob^e exploits, and tbofeoftic&fX, are 
excellently defcribed, Jlino endeavors to animate Neptune to the 
fljjflance of the Greeks, but in vain, ll)e aSs of Teucer, nvhr 
is at length tvoundeJ by HcGtoT, and carried off, Juno^nd Mi- 
nervz />rej>are to aid the Grecians, but are retrained by JnSyfent 
from Jupiter. The aigbtputs an end to^the battle, HeAor con-- 
iinues in the f eld, {the Greeks being driven to their fortification 
heforethejhipsj andgites orders to keep the watch all night in the 
tamp, to prevent the enemy from reimbarking and ef coping by fi^t, 
They kindle fires throughout the field, and pafs the night under 
<Lrms. 

TAtftime of f even and twenty days is employed from the ^entng ^ 
•fthe Poem to the end of this boot* The fcenc here f except of the 
tele/liai machines J lies in the field tovcard the fea'Jhore, 
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XI. U R O R A now, fair daughter of the dawn. 
Sprinkled with rofy hght the dewy lawn ; 
When Jove convened the fenate of the fkies, 
Where high Olympus* cloudy tops arife. 

The 

* Horner^ like nooft of the Greeks, is thought to have 
travel ledjnto Mgy^ty and brought from the priefts there, 
not only ;heir learning, but^ their manner ot conveying 
it in fables and hieroglyphics. This is necelTary to be 
confidered by thofe who would thoroughly pf nefrate into 
the beauty and defign of many parts of this author: 
For whoever refledb that this was the mode of learning 
)n thofe times, will make no doubt but there are fevernl 
myileriesboih of nat^rral and moral philo'ophy involved 
in hisfi^ions, which otherwife in theJiteral meaning 
appear too trivial or irrational ; and it is but jull, when 
thefe are nor plain or imrnediutejy intelligible, to ima- • 
gine that fomething of this kind may be hid imder them. 
Neverthelefs, as /ww^r travelled not with a dirc6l view 
of Writing philofophy or theology, fo he n-ii^ht often 
ule thefe hierogl^phical fables and tradrtiou^ «s.^ ^to.- 
bclU(hments of nis poetry onW;>K\X^^o^X^.t?l^^\^«.^^'^^^'K^ 
Vox.U. H ^s^ 
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The Sire of Gods his awful filencc broke ; 5 

The heav'ns attentive trembled as he fpoke* 

Cclellial flatesi immortal Gods ! give ear. 
Hear our decree, and rev'rence what you hear ; 
The Hx'd decree which not all heav'n can move : 
Tliou Fate ! fulfil it ^ and, ye pow'rs ! approve ; 10 
What God but enters yon' forbidden field. 
Who yields a^Clance, or but wills to yield ; 
Back to the ikies with (hame he (hall be driv'n, 
Gafh'd with diihoneft wounds, the fcorn of heav'n : 
Or far, oh far from fteep Olympus thrown, 15 

Low in the dark Tartarean gulf fhall groan,., 

to open their my (Ileal n^eaning to his readers, and per- 
haps without diving very deeply into it himfelf. 

V. 16. Lovj in the dark Tartarean Gulph, &c.] This 
opinion of Tartarus^ the place of torture for the impi- 
ous after death, might be taken from the Egyptians : 
for it feems not improbable, as forae writers nave ob- 
ferved, that fome tradition might then be fpread in the 
eaftern world, of the f*»ll of the angels, the puuifhment 
of the damned, and other facred truths which were af- 
terwards more fully explained and taught by the Pro- 
phets and Apoftles. Thefe Homer feems to allude to in 
this and other paflTages ; as where Vulcan is fa id to be 
. precipitated from heaven in the firll book, where Jupiter 
threatens Mars with Tartarus in the fifth, and where 
the Daemon of Difcord is caft out of heaven in the 
nineteenth. Virgil has tranflated a part of ihefe lines 
in the fixth Mneid* ^ 

— Turn Tarfartts ipfe 

JBispatet in praceps fanium^ tenditque Juh umbras j 

^antus ad athereum coeli fufptSlus Olympum* 

And Milton in his firft book. 

As far remov*dfrom God and l=ght of heav'n. 
As from the centre thrice to th* utmoft p;»le. 

Itmavnotbe unpleafing juft^ to obferve the gradnt'ont 
5n thefe three great Poets, as i f they had vied with each 
other, in extending this idea of the depth of hell. Homer * 
1-ays as far, Jlrgil twice as far, Milton thrice. 

With 
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With burning chains fix'd to the brazen floors, 
Andlock'd by hell's inexorable doors ; 
As deep beneath th' infernal centre hurl'd, 
As from that centre to th' aethereal world. 20 

Let him who tempts me^ dread thofe dire abodes ; 
And knowy th* Almighty is the God of Gods. 
League all your forces then, ye pow'rs aboye, 
Join all) and try th' omnipotence of Jofvt : 
Let down our golden, everlafling chain, 25 

Whofe flrong embrace holds heav'n, and earthy and 
main: 

Strive 

V. 25. Let dvwn our golden^ fverla/fhg chain.'] The 
▼arious opinions of the ancients concerning this paflage 
are coll e^^ed hy Eufiathius. Jupiter fays If he ho Li ^ 
this chain of gold, the force of ail the Gods is unalde to 
dra'W him donvn^ but he can draw up tiiem, the fea^^ 
and the earth, andcaufe the *whole unrverfe to hang un- 
aSirve, .Some think that Jupiter fignifies the Aether, 
the golden chain rheiJa/r.'If the JEthcr did not temper 
the rays of the fun as they pafs through it, his beams 
would not only drink up and exhale the Ocean in va- 
pours, but alio exhale the moifture from the veins 
of the eaith, which is the cement that holds it together : 
by which means the whole creation would become 
una(5tive, and all its powers fufpended. 

Others •affirm, that by this golden cliain may be 
meant the days of the world's duration. V'f^^ a.*ft/>o?, 
which are as it were piinted by the luflre of the fun, 
and folio A* one another in a fucceffive chain till they ar- 
rive at iheir final period:" While Jupiter or the Mther 
(which the ancients call the fuul of all things) flili re- 
mains unchanged. 

Plato in his Theatetus fays, that by this jjoldcn cha'a 
is meant the fun. whofe rays enliven all nature, and ce- 
ment the part? of the univerfe. 

The Stoics will have it, that bv Jupiter is implTed 
deftiny, which over rules every thing bo.h upun and 
above the earth. 

Others (delighted with their own conceit*) imagine 
that //om^rintended to reprefcnt the excellence of mo- 
aarchy, that the fwptre ought to b^ ^>^^^t:\\>^ '^tv^ 
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» 

' Strive aUi of mortal and immortal birth, 
To drag, by this, the ThundVcr down to earth : 
Ye ftrivc in vain ! If 1 but ftrctch this hand, 
I heave the Gods, the Ocean, and the Land ; 30 
I fix the chain to great Olymfwi* height, 
And the vaft world hangs trembling in my fight 1 
For fuch I reign, unbounded and above; 
And fuch arc Men, and Gods, compared to Jon)e. 
Th* Almighty fpoke, nor durft the pow'rs rc- 

p^y. 35 

A rev'rend horror filenc'd all the fky ; 

Trembling 

hand^atid that all the wheels of government (hould be 
put in motion by one perfon. 

But I fancy af much better interpretation may be 
found for this, if we allow (as there is great reafon to 
believe) that the Mgjptiitns underftood the true fyftcm 
of the world, and tnkt PyfAagoras firft learned it from! 
them. They held that the planets were kept in their 
orbits by gravitation upon the fun, which was therefore 
called yoiz/j carcer\ and fonaetimes by the fun (as Ma- 
crobius informs us) is meant Jupiter himfelf : We fee 
too that the moft prevailing opinion of antiquity fixes it 
to the /«/:; fo that I think it will be no ft rained inter- 
pretation to fay, that by the inability of the Gods to 
pull Jupiter out of his pL^ce with this catena, may 
De underftood the fuperior attraflive force of the fun, 
whereby he continues unmoved, and draws all the reft 
of the planets towards him. 



V. 35. n* Almighty Jpok€.\ Homer in this whole 
*" _e plainly (hews his bel; 
potent (iod, whom he introduces with a' majefly and 



paffage plainly (hews his belief of one fupreme, omnl- 



fuperiority "worthy the great ruler of the univerfe. Ac- 
cordingly Jufiirt Martyr cites it as a proof of our au- 
thor's attributing the powerand government of all things 
to one firft God, wbofe divinit> is fo far fuperior to all 
other Deities, that, if compared to him, they may be 
ranked among mortals. Mmon* ad gentes. Upon 
this account, and with the authority of inat learnccl fa- 
ther, I hav^ ventured to apply to Jupiter in this place 
fuch appellatives as are fuitable to the Supreme Deity : a 

pra&ice 
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TrcmbUrig they flood before their fovcrcign's look ; 
At length his bell-belov'd, the pow'r of IVifdomp 
fpoke. 

Oh firft and greateft I God, by Gods ador*d 1 
We own thy mighti our father and our Lord ! 40 
But ah I permit to pity human (late t 
If nottobel^, at lead lament their fate. 
From fields forbidden we fubmifs refrain. 
With arms unaidlng mourn our jirgivcs (lain ; 
Yet grant my counfels flill their brcafls may move, 45 
Or all mud perifh in the wrath of jfove* 

The cloud-compcUing God her fuit approv'd. 
And fmil'd fuperior on his befl-belov'd. 
Then call'd his courfers, and his chariot took ; 
The iledfaft firmament beneath them (hook : 59 
Rapt by th' aethereal deeds the chariot roU'd ; 
Brafs were their hoofs, their curling manes of gold. 
Of heav'n's undrofly gold the God's array 
Refiilgent, flafh^d intolerable day. 
High on the throne be (bines: His courfers fiy 55 
Between th' extended eardi and flarry (ky. 

praftice I would be cautious of ufmg in many other 
paifagcs, where the notions and defcriptions of our Au" 
.thor mufl be owned to be unworthy of thedivhiity. 
V. 39. Ofirft and greateft / &c.] Homer is not only 
to be admired for keeping up the charad^ers of his He-, 
rots, but for adapting nis fpeeches to rhe charadlers of 
his Gods. Had Juno here given the reply, (be would 
have begun with fome mark of refentment, \i\x\ Pallas 
is all fubmilTion ; Jimo would probably have contra - 
dided him, but Pallas only beg leave to be forry fop 
thofe whom (he muft not aflilt ; Juno would have fpoken 
with the prerogative of a wife, but Pallas makes her 
MldreCi with the obfequioufnefs of a prudent daughter* 
Euftaihm. 

H 3 -^NiSL 
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But when to Jda^9 toprnoft heigbt he ^me, 
(Fair Durfc of fountains, and of favage game) 
Where o'er her pointed fummits proudly rais'd, , 
'His fanebreath'd odours, and his altar hiaz'd : 60 
There, from his radiant car, the facred Sire 
Of Gods and men relea&'d the deeds of fire : 
Blue ambient mills th' immortal deeds embraced ; 
liigh on the cloudy point his feat he plac*d ; 
Thence his broad eye the fubje£t world furveys, d^ 
The town^and tents, and navigable feas. 

Now had the Grecians fnatch'd a ftiort repade, 
And buckled on their Ihining arms with hade, 
Troy ^uz'd as'foon; for on this dreadful day 
Thciaie of fathers, wives, and infants lay. 70, 

Tlie gates unfolding pour forth aH their train ; 
Squadrons od fquadrons cloud tla« duiky plain* 

Mcn^ 

V. 69. Tor on this dreadful day the fate oj faf hers ^ 
«U'/t/fj, and infant I /ay."] It may be neccdary to ex- 
phin why the Trojans thoyght themfelvcs obliged to 
lightin 01 dtr to defend their v^ives and children.. Or.e 
voild think ihey niight have kept within their walls; 
the G/eciam made no attempt to batter them, neither 
IV eve they irvefledj and the country vNas open on all 
lides excepr towards the fea, to give them piovifions, 
'{ he mod natural thought if, that they and their auxi- 
liaries being very numerous, could not fubfill but from 
n laige ccunfry about thcin ; and pernaps not without 
the iea, and' the rivers, v here »he G^/fe/rj encanrped : 
''I hat in time the Greeks would have furroupded them, 
and blocked up every avenue to their town : 1 hat they 
thought them fehes obliged to defend the country with 
all the inhabitants of it •, and tiiat indeed at firft this 
ivas rather a war between tv^o nations, and became not 
properly a fiege till afterw.-jrds. 

\ . 7 1 . The gates unfolding ^ &c.] There is a wonder- 
ful fublimity in thefe lines; one lees in the (le^riprlon 
the gciteii of a warlike ciiy thrown open, and an army 

pouring 
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Men, ftceds, and chat iots, fhake the trembltng ground^ 
The tumult thickens, and the il^ies rcfound. 
And now with fhouts the (hocking armies closM, 75 
To lances lances, (hields to fhields oppoa'd. 
Hod againft hofl with fliadowy legions drew. 
The founding darts in iron tempefts flew. 
Vigors and vanquifli'd join promifcuous cries, 
Triumphant (houts and dying grcans arife ; 80 

With dreaming blood the flipp'ry fields are dy*d. 
And flaughtcr*d heroes fwell the dreadful tide. 
Long as the morning beams encreafing bright, 
O'er heav'n's clear azure fpread the facred light ; 
Commutual death the fate of war confounds, 8$ 
Each adverfc battle goar'd with equal wounds. 
But when the fun the height of hcav*n afcends i 
The Sire of Godtf his goMcn fcalcs fufpends^ 

With 

po'iring forth ; and hears the tranaplTng of men and 
nbrfes ru(hin^ to the battle, 

I'hefe series are, as Euftatkius obferves, only a repe- 
t'tion of a former palTage t which (hews that the poet 
was particularly pleafed with them^, and that he was 
rot a(hamed 01 a repetition, when he could not exprefs 
the fame image more happily than he bad already done. 

V. 84. The facred li^ht,'^ -tt)/77fr defcribing the ad- 
vance of the day from morning till noon, calls it upon, 
or facred, fays Eu/iathius^ who gives this reafon for ir, 
becaufe that part of the day was allotted to facrifice and 
rclij^ious worlhip. 

\. 88. i:he Stre of GoJs his golden /cales fufpends.'] 
This figure, reprefenting God as weighing the deftinies 
of men in his balances, was f rft made ufe of in holy 
Writ. In I he book of Jobt which is acknowledged to 
be one of the mod ancient of the fcriptwres, he prays 
to be *w€i^hed in an e^ten balance^ that God may kno'w 
his integrity. Daniel declares from God to BelJhaTszar^ 
thou art ^weighed in the balances^ and- found light. And 
Fi overbs^ ch. 16. v. 1 1* Aju/f weight and balance are 
H4 ih$ 
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With equal hand : In thefe explored the fate 
Of Greece and Trojf and poU*d the mighty weight. 9^ 

Prcfs'd 

the Lorcts. Our author has it again in the twenty-f6- 
cond lliadi mid it appeared fo beaatifal to fucceedins; 
Poet?, that ^/chylus (as we are told by Plutarch cle aud. 
Poeiis) writ a whole tragedy upon this foundation, 
which he caHed Pjychqftafia^ or xhe twig hin^ of fouls. 
In this he introJuced Thcih and Aurora (landing on 
either fide of Jupiter's fcales, and praying each for her 
fon whiI6 the heroes fouglit. 

It has been copied by nrgil in the laft MneiJ^ 

yupittf ipfe duai ^quaio examine lances 

Si^imtf t^fafa imponii diverfa duorum 1 

^em damnei labor, ^ quo 'vergai pondere lethum, 

1 cannot agr«« with Madam Daciir that thcfe verfef 
are inferior to Uonur^t j but Macrohius obfervci with 
foma colour, thitt the application of them !• not fo juft 
an In our author \ (or n/gilhaid made ^uno fay bcfoia, 
I hat Turnus would cerfainly perilh. 

Nunc Juvefiem imparibus 'video cottcurrerefatitp 
Parcarumque dies & vis himica propin^uai* 

So that tijcre was lef^ rcafon for weighing his fate with 
that of JEneas after that declaration. Scaliger trifles 
miferably, when he iays^ Juno might have learned thia 
from the fates, though Jupiter did not know it, before 
he confulted them by weighing the fcales. But MacrO" 
biu5*s excufe in behalf of Virgil is much better worth 
regard: 1 flLall tranfcribe it entire, as it is perhaps thfe 
fineft period in all that author. Hac 6? alia ignofcenda 
FirgiltOy quifludii circa Homerum nimietate excedit mo- 
dum, Et rcvera non poterat non in aliquibus minor t//^ 
derif qui per omnem poefim fuam hoc uno efi pracipue 
ufus archeijpo, Acnter enim in Homerum oculos inten^ 
dit, ut amularciur ejus non modo magnitudinem fed & 
f?mplicitatem, (^ prcefentiam oraiionis, & tacit am ma^ 
je/ratemi Mine diy erf arum inter heroas fuos perfana- 
rum -varia magnification hinc affeSluum naturalium 
e^rejffiOf hinc monumentorum perfecutio, hinc parabo-^ 

iarutn 
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PrefaM with itsjoad, the Grecian balance lies 
I«ow funk on earth, the Trojan ftrikes the fkies* ^ 
Then yove from /s&f's top his horrors fpreads ; 
The clouds burft dreadful o*cr the Grecian heads ; 

Thick 

iarum exaggerafio, hinc 'lorreniis oratioms foniius^ 
hinc rerum Jingularum cum fplendore fqftidium* Sat. 
L 5. c. IS. 

As to the afcertt or defcent of the fcales, Euftathius 
explains it in this manner.^ The defcent of the icale 
toward earth figni6es unhappinefs and death, the earth ^ 
"beiog the place of misfortune and mortality ; the mount* 
ing of it ugnifies profperitj and life, the fuperior regU 
ens being.the feats of felicity and^ immortality. 

Milton has admirably improvea upon this nne WCioxki 
and with an alteration agreeable to a Chriftian Poet. 
> He feigns that the Almighty weighed Satan in fuch 
fcales, but judicioufly makes this difference, that the 
ihounting bf^his fcale denoted ill fuccefs ; wherieas the 
fame circumftance in Homer points the vi^ory. His 
reafon was, becaufe Satan was immortal, and therefore 
the finking of the fcale could not fignify death, but the 
mounting of it did I^is liphtnefs^ conformable to the ex- 
preflion we juft now cited from Daniel. 

Th' eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray. 
Hung forth in heav'n his golden fcales, yet feen 
Between Aflrau and the Scortion fign : 
Wherein all things created firft be weigh'd. 
The pendulous round earth, with balanc'd air. 
In counterpoife ; now ponders alt events. 
Battles ana realms : In thefe he put two weights 
The fcquel each of parting and of fight: 
llie latter quick up fiew, andkick'd the beam. 

1 believe upon the whole this may with juftlce be pre« 
f erred both to Homer* % and VirjgiPs, on account of the 
bc'r utiful allufion to the fign of^ZMr/? in the heavens, 
and that noble imagination cf the Maker's weighing the 
whole world at the creation-, and all the events of it 
fince; fo corr^ijpondeot at once to philofophy, and to 
thefiyleofthe rcriptures. 

V. 93. Then Jove from IdaV (op, &c.] This difirefs 

of the Greeks being fuppofed, Jupiter's prefence was 

abfolotely neceflary to bring them into it ;. for the ip- 

H 5 ferior 
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Thick light'nings flafh; the mutt'ring. thunder 
rolls ; 95 

Their ilrength he withers, and unmans their fouls. 

* Before 

ferror Gods that were friendly to Greece were rather 
more in number and fuperior in force to thofe that fa- 
-voured Troy \ and the Poet had (hewed before, when 
both armies were left to themfelves, that the Greeks 
could overcome th& Trojans \ befides, it would have 
been an indelible refle6^ion upon his countrymen to have 
been vanquifhed by a fmallcr number. Therefore no- 
thing lefs than the immediate interpofition otjupiler 
was requifittB, which {hews the wonderful addrefs*of rhe- 
Foet in - his machinery. Firgil makes Turnus fay in the 
hSk JEneidy 

— Dii me ferrent & Jupiter hqftis* 
And indeed this defeat of the G^r^f^jfeemsmoreto their 
glory than all their vi6lories,fi nee even Jupiter^s omni- 
potence could with difficulty effeft it. 

V. 95, Thick light nins s flajh.^ This notion of Ju- 
titers declaring againittne Greeks by thunder anvi 
lightning is drawn (fays Dacier); from truth itfelf :: 
Sam. J. ch. ^1 And as Sfa'muel ixtas offering up the bu^nt 
offering, the Philiilines dreiu near to battle ogainft Ifrael;- 
JSut the Lord thundered luith a great thunder on that' 
day upon t he VhWidmes, and di/comj^ted thehiy and t hey 
nxfertifmitien before Ifrael. To which mav be added that' 
in the i8th Pfalm ; The Lord thundered in the hea'vens^ 
and the Highefi gave his 'voice \ hailftones and coals of 
fire. Tea, he Pent out ' his arrows and feat tered them \ 
he /hot out lightnings and difcowfited them. 

Upon occafion or the various fucceffes given by Ju-- 
piter, now to Grecians, now to Trojans, w hom he- fuf- 
fers to periih interchangeably ; forae have fancied this 
fuppofition injurious to the nature of the fovereign being,, 
as reprefenting him- variable or inconftant in his rewards 
and puniftiment?. It may be anfwered, that as God 
makes ufe of fome people to chaftife others, and hone 
are totally void of crimes, he often decrees to punifh 
thofe very perfons for lefler fins, whom he makes his 
inttruments to punifh others for greater: fo purging 
them from their own iniquities before they become wor- 
thy to be chaftifers of other raen*s. This is the cafe of 
the Greeks here,. whom. Jupiter permits tofuffer many 
vays, though he had deftiucd them to revenge the rape 

of 
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. Before his wrath the trembling hofts retire ; 
The God in terrors and the fliies on fire. 
Nor great Idomeneus that fight could bear. 
Nor each ftern /ijax^ thunderbolts of war : 100 

Nor _he, the King of Men, th* alarm fullainM ; 
Neftor alone amidft the ftorm remained. 
Unwilling he remained, for Paris' dart 
Had pierc'd his courfer in a mortal part ; 
Fix'd in the forehead where the fpringing mane 105 
Curl'd o'er the brow, it flung him to the brain; 

of ffc/en upon 7'rqy. There is a hiftory in the Bible jud 
of this nature. In the aoth chapter of Judges^ the IJ^ 
rael'ites are commaf^ded to make war againi^ the tribe 
ti{ Benjamin^ to punilh a "rape on the wife ofsLl.e*vUe 
committed in the ciry of Gib^ah : When they have laid 
fiege to the \}]sice, the JBenjamifes fally upon them with 
fo much vigour, that a great number of the befiegers 
are deHroved : They, are aftonifbed at thefe defeats, as 
having undertaken the fiege in obedience to the com- 
mand of God : But they are flill ordered to perfift, 'till 
at length they burn the city, and ahnoft cxtinguifh the 
race of Benjamin, There are many^ inftances infcrip- 
ture, where heaven is reprefented to change ita decrees 
according to the repentance or relapfes of men : Hezze.^ 
kias \s ordered to prepare for death, and afterwards 
fiftt-en years are added to his life. It is foretold to- 
Achab, that he (hall periih mifcrably, and then upon 
his humiliation God defers the punifhment till, the reigii. 
of his fuccefibr, &c. 

1 muft confsfs, that in comparing paffages of the fd- 
cred books with our Author,, one ought to uf« a great 
deal of caution and refpecf. If there are fome places in 
fcripture that m compliance to human underftanding re~ 
prefent the Deity as a^ing by motives likothoTe of 
men i there are inBnitely more that (hew him as he is» 
all perfe6^ion, jufliCe, and beneficence ; whereas in Ho-' 
mcriht general tenior of the poem reprei'ents Jupiter as 
a being fubject to paflion, inequality, aiid imperfetSlion. 
I think M. Dacier has carried thefe comparifons too far, 
and is^ too zealous to defend him upon every occafion in 
the poiuu of theology and do6Uiae«. 

Had 
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Mad ^itK bis angolfh he begins to rear» 

Paw with bis bodfs aloft, and Ia(h the air. 

Scarce bad his faulchion cut the reins, and freed 

Th'cncumbetM chariot from the dying ftccd, I lo 

When dreadful HeSor^ thundering thro' the war, 

Pour'd to the tumult on his whirling car. 

That day had ftretch'd beneath his matchlefs hand 

The hoary monarch of the Pyltan band. 

But Z)i9fiff^/ beheld ; from forth the crowd 1 15 

He rufh'd, and on Uhj(Jfes callM aloud. 

Whither, oh whither does Ul^es run ? 
Oh flight unworthy great Laertes* fon ! 
Mix'd with the vulgar fhall thy fate be found, 
FiercM in the back, a vile, difhoneft wound ? 120 
Oh turn, and fave from He3or^s direful rage 
The glory of the Creeks ^ the PyRan fage. 

His 

v. 115. But loomed behfU.'i Tlie whole following 
Aorj oi Neftor and Diomect \s admirably contrived to 
raifethe cnaradler of the latten He maintains his intre* 
pidity. and ventures fingly to bring off the old hero, 
notwitbftanding the general confteruation. The art of 
Homer will appear wonderful to any one who confiders 
all the circumitances of this part, and by what degrees 
lie reconciles this flight pf Diomed to that undaunted 
chara^er. The thunderbolt falls juil before him ; that 
|8 not enough ; Nefior advifes him to fubmit to heaven ; 
this does not prevail, he cannot bear the thoughts of 
flight ; Neflor drives back the chariot without his con- 
sent-, he is again inclined to go on tiW Jupiter again de* 
clares againft. him. 'I hefe two heroes are very artfully 
placed together, becaufe none but a perfon of Ne/ior s 
' authority and wifdom ihould have prevailed upon Dto^' 

• TWffl? to retreat : A younger warrior could not fo well 

• in honour have given him fuch counfel , and from no 
•other WQuIdhe have taken i^ To caufe Diomed to fly, 

requir'd both the counfel of Neftor^ and the thunder of 
Jitter* 

V. Ml. 
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His fruitlefs words are loft unheard in air 5 

Ul^s fecks the (hips, and fhekers^ there. . 

But bold TySdes to the refcue goes, 125^ 

A finglc warrior *midft a hoft of foes ; 

Before the courfers with a fudden fpring ' 

He leap'd, and anxious thus befpoke the King. 

Great perils, father < wait th' unequal 6ght ; 
Thefe younger champions will'opprefs thy might. 1 30 
Thy veins no more with ancient vigour glow. 
Weak is thy fervant, and thy courfers flow. 
Then hade, afcend my feat, and from the car 
Obferve the fteeds of Trw, renown'd in war, 
Pradis'd alike to turn, to ftop, to chafe, 135 

To dare the fight, or urge the rapid race : 
Thefe late obey'd JEneas* guiding rein ; 
Leave thou thy chariot to our faithful train : 

V. III. O turn andfa've^ &c.] There is a decorum in 
making D'lomed call Olvjffss to the afliftance of his bro- 
ther fage J for who better knew the importance of 
Neftor than Vljiffes ? But the queftion is whether Vhffes 
did not drop Neftor^ as one great miniftcr woula do 
another, and fancied he (hould be the wife man when 
the other was gone ? Eufiaihius indeed is. of opinion 
that Homer meznt not to caft any afp«r(ion on O/^j, 
nor would have given him fo many noble appellations, 
when in the fancie breath he refleded upon his courage. 
But perhaps the contrary opinion may be ill grounded, 
if we obferve the manner of Homer's expreiHon, Diomtd 




frap^Tliy, to make ifiolenthafte towards the navy. 0*vid 
at leaft underftood it thus, for he puts an obje^iion in 
Ajax*9 mouth, Metam.is. drawn from thijs mflage; 
which would have been improper, had not Vlyjfes made 
more fpeed than he ought ; fince Ajax on the fame oc- 
cafion retreated as well as he. 

- With 
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With ibcfc againft yon* Trepans will we go, 

Nor fhall great lienor want an equal foe ; 140 

Fierce as he is, ev'n he may leari> to fear 

The thirfty fury of my flying fpear. 

Thus faid the chief; and Ne/ior fkill'd in war, 
Approves his coun(eI, and afcends the car : 
The deeds he left, their trufty fervants hold ; 145 
Eurymedon^ and Sthenelus the bold. 
The rcv'rend charioteer diredls the courfe, 
And drains his aged arm to lafh the horfe. 
He8or they face; unknowing how to fear, 
Fierce he drove on; Tydiiks vAmVdihh fpear. 150 
The fpear with erring hade miftook its way, 
But plungM in Entopeus* bofom lay. 
His opening hand in death furfakes the rein ; 
The deeds fly back : He falls, and fpurns the plain. 
Great He^or forrows for his fervant kill'd, 155 

Yet unreveng'd permits to prefs the field ; 
Till to fupply his place and rule the car, 
Rofe Archepiohmusj the fierce in war. 
And now had death and horror covered all ; 
Like tim'roua flocks the Trojans in their wall 1 66 

loclos'd 

v. 142. The ihirfly fury of my jpyjn^ fppar?^ Homer 
hfts fie.ur«s of that boldnefs which ills itrpcfTible to pre- 
ferve in another language. The words in theonginal are 
^opt; ^9.\niioL\y HtS^oryhal/fee if my fpear be mad in my 
hands. 'I'he tranflation pretends only to have taken 
fome (hadow cf this, in animating the fpear, giving it 
fwy^ and firengihening the figure with the cpi3iet 
thirfiy. 

V. 159. And nyw had deafh^^c] Eu/Faf/Jus ob- 

"ferves how \%onderful Homer dill advances the charatier 

of Divned : When all the leaders of Greece vveie re- 

treaied, the Poet fays that had not Jupiter inteipofed, 

Diomed 
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InclosM had bled : but Jove with awful found 
RolPd the big thunder o'er the vail profound : 
Full in Tydides* face the h'ght'ning flew ; 
The ground before him flam'd with fulphur blue; 

Dtomed alone had driven the whole army of Troy to their 
walls; and with his fingle hand have vanquiihed an 
army. 

V. 164. The ground before him Jlanid,'\ Here is a battle 
defcribed with fo nauch fire, that the warmeft iraagina^ 
tion of an able painter cannot add a circumftance to 
heighten the furprize or horror of the pidure. Here is 
what they call the Fracas^ or hurry and^ tumult of the 
afiion in the utmoft Orengtii of colouring, upon the 
fore-ground; and the repofe tin^/oUmmty at a diftance 
with great propriety and judgment. Firft, in the Elogl^ 
tnenit we beheld Jupiter in golden armour, furrounded 
with glory, upon the fummit of mount Ida ; his chariot 
and horfes by him, wrapt in dark clouds* In the next 
place below tlie horizon, appear the clouds rolling and 
opening, through which the lightning fiafhes in the face 
of the Greeks, who are flying on all fides ; Agamemnon 
and the reft of the commanders in the rear, m poftures 
of aftoniflbment. Towards the middle of the piece, we 
fee N^flor in the utmoU dillrefs, one of his horfes hav- 
ing a deadly wound in the forehead with a dart, which 
makes him rear and writhe, and difordeMhe reft. Neftor 
jscutiingthe harnefswith his fword, while He6lor ad- 
vances driving full fpeed. Z)/o;7zec^ interpofes, in an ac- 
tion of the utmoft fiercenefs and intrepidity : Thefe two 
heroes make the principal figures and fubjedl of the 
pi6^ure. A burning thunderbolt falls juft before the feet 
o^ Diomed^s horfes, from whence a horrid flame of ful- 
phurarifes. 

This is only a fpecimen of a fmgle piflure defigned 
by Horner^ out of the many with which be has beauti- 
fied the Iliad* And indeed every thing is fo natural and 
fo lively, that the Hillory-painter would generally have 
no more to do but to delineate the forms, and copy the 
circumftance?, tuft as he finds them defcribed by this 
great mafter. We cannot therefore wonder at what has 
been fo often faid of Homet^% furnifliing ideas to the 
nooft famous painters of antiquity. 

The 
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The quiv'nng ftceds fell proArate at the fight ; 1 65 
And Neftor^% trembling hand confefs'd his fright : 
He dropt the reins ; and (hook with facred dread, 
Thtts, turning, warn'd th' intrepid Dtomed. 

O chief ! too daring in thy friend's defence. 
Retire advis'd, and urge the chariot hence. 1 70 

This day, averfe, the fov*reign of the ikies 
Aflifts great HeQor^ and our palm denies. 
Some other fun may fee the happier hour,^ 
When Greece (hall conquer by his heav'nly pow'r. 
'Tis not in man his fix'd decree to move : 1 7 j 

The great will glory to fubmit to Jove, 

Orev'rend Prince! (Ty^/x^x thus replies) 
Thy years are awful, and thy words are wife. 
But ah, what grief! (hould haughty Hedor boafl, 
I fled inglorious to the guarded coaft. . 180 

Before that dire difgrace (hall blaft my fame, ' 
O'crwhelm me, earth ! and hide a warrior's (harae. 
To whom Gerentan Neflor thus reply'd : 
Gods I can thy courage fear the Phrygian*^ pride ? 
Hedor may vaunt, but who (hall heed the boaft ? 1 85 - 
Not thofe who felt thy arm, the Dardan hoft j 
Nor 7Voy, yet bleeding in her heroes loft ; 
Not ev'n a Phrygian dame, who dreads the fword 
That laid in duft her lov'd, lamented lord. 
He faid ; and hafty, o'er the gafping throng f 90 
Drives the fwift fteeds; the chariot fmoaks along. 
The (houts of Tryans thicken in the wind ; 
Theftorm of hi(fingjav'Hns pours behind. 
. Then with a voice that (hakes the folid (Icies, 
Plcas'd HeQor braves the warrior as he flies. 1 95 

Go, 



hoft; L 
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Go, mighty hero ! grao'd above the reft 

In feats of council and the funiptuous fead : 

Now hope no more thofe honours from thy train | 

Go, lefs than woman, in the form of man ! 

To fcale our walls, to wrap our tow'rs in flameSy 20O 

To lead in exile the fair Phrygian dames, 

Thy once proud hopes, prefumptuous Prince 1 are 

fled; 
This arm fhall reach thy heait, and ftretch thee dead* 

Now fears diffuadc him, and now hopes Invite, 
To (lop his courfers, and to Hand the fight $ ^05 
Thrlae turn*d the chief, and thrice Imperial Jovi 
Oo Ida*t fummlts thunder'd from above. 
Great HeBor heard; he faw the flatting ligbtf 
(The fign of conquefl) and thusurg'd theBght* 

Hear ev'ry Trojan^ Lycian, Dardan band, 2 lO 
All fam'd in war, and dreadful hand to hand. 
Be mindful of the wreaths your arms hayt won^ 
Your great fore-fathers glories, and your own. 

Heard ye the voice of ^ove f Succcfs and fame 
Await on Troy^ on Greece eternal (hame. 215 

In vain they ikulk behind their boafted wall, 
Weak bulwarks ! dedin'd^by this arm to fall. 

V. 194. ThefolUjkies:'] Homer fometimes calls the 
heavens hrazpfii OvfOk*lv iroXv^uXKov^^nd Jupiter* spaA^LQt. 
yjxKKQ^okili ^5. One might think from hence that the 
notion of the folidity of the hecrvenst which is indeed 
very ancient, had been generally received. The fcrip- 
jUre ufes expreiTions agreeable to it, A iea'ven ef brajs^ 
ndt hf firmament, 

V. 214. Heard ye the 'voice of Jove ?] It V7as a noble 
and efFedual rtianner of eVicoiiraging the troops, by tel- 
ling them that God was furcly on their fide : Tnis, it 
feems, has been an ancient pradice, as it has been ufed 
ill modern tin^es by thofe who i;cver xtdi^'Homer* 

High 
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High o'er their flighted trench our fteeds (hall bound," 
And pafs vI6^orious o'er the levePd mound. 
Soon as before yon hollow fliips we (land, 22a 

Fight each with flames, and tofs the blazing brand ; 
Till their proud navy wrapt in fmoke and fires, 
All Greece^ cncompafs'd, in one blaze expires. 

Furious he faid ; then, bending o'er the yoke, 
Encourag'd his proud fleeds, while thus he fpoke. 225 
Now Xanthusy Mthon^ Lampus ! urge the chace. 
And thou, Podargus I prove thy generous race : 
Be fleet, be fearlefs, this important day, 
And all your mailer's well-fpent care repay. 
For this, high fed in plenteous flails ye (land, 230 
Serv'd with pure wheat, and by a Princefs' hand j 
For this, my fpoufe, of great y^eison^s line. 
So oft has ileep'd the ilrengtli^ ning grain in wine. 

- Now 

V. «a6. /Voiu Xanthus, ^thon, ^-c] There have been 
Critics who blame this manner, introduced by Homer 
and copied Ly'f^ir^il, of makhrg a hero addrefs- h« dif- 
ccuife to his horTes. Virgil has given huaian femi- 
ments to the horfe o{ PaUas^ and made him weep for 
thedfath of his.ma(\er. In the tenth JEneid^ MezertUus 
fpeaks to his horfe in the fame manner as Hr^ordoes 
here. Nay, he makes Turnus utter a fpsech to his fpear^ 
and invoke it as a divinity. Ail this is agreeable to ihc 
art of oratory, which makes it a precept to fpeak to every 
thing, and make every thing fpeak ; of which there 
are innumerable applauded inltances in the moft cele- 
brated orators. Nothing can be more fpiri ted and af- 
fecting than this enihufiaTm of HcSlor^ who in the tranf- 
port of his joy at the fight of Diomed flying before him, 
breaks out into this apoftrophe to his horfes as he is pur- 
fuing. And indeed the air of this whole fpeech is 
agreeable to a man drunk with the hopes of furcefs, 
and promifing himfelf a feries of concjueiis. He hns in 
imagination already forced the Grecian retrencfiifnents, 
fet the fleet Iji flames, and deftroyed the whole aniiV. 

V. 23a. For this my fpoufe J] There is fays M. Dacir) 

a fecrct 
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Now fwift purfue, now thunder uncontrolled; 
Give me to fcize rich Neflor's (hlcld of gold ; 235 
From Tydeus* fhoulders ftnp the coftly load, 
Vnlcan'tan aims, the labour of a God : 
Thefe if we gain, then Vi6lory,ye pow'rs ! 
This night, this glorious night, the fleet is ours. 

That heard, deep anguifti ^xxngSaturma*^ foul; 24Q 
She {hook her throne that (hook the ftarry pole : 
And thus to Neptune ! Thou, whofe force can make 
The iledfaft earth from her foundations (hak^, 
See*ft thou the Greeks by fates unjuft opprcft,^ 
Nor fwells thy heart in that immortal breafl ? 245 
Yet JEgay HelJce, thy pow'r obey, 
And gifts unceafing on thy altars lay* 

a fccret beauty in this paflage, which perhaptwill only 
be perceived by thofe who are particularly vcrfed in 
Homer. He defcribes a Princefs 10 tender in her love to 
ber-.hufband, that (he tukes care conllantly to go and 
meet him at his return fiom every battle-, and in the joy 
of feeing him again, runs to his horfes and gives them 
bread and wine as a teflimony of her acknowledgment 
to them for bringing him back« NotwithftHnding the 
raillety that may be pa() upon this remark, I take a lady 
to be the bed JQdge to wiiat adlions a woman may be 
carried by fondnefs to her hufband. Homer does not ex- 
prefly mention bread, but wheat i and ihe commenta- ' 
tors are jiot agreed whether (he gives them wine to 
drink, .or fteeped the graiii in it. Hotbcs tranflates it 
as I do. * 

V. 237. Vulcaniah Arms^ ihe labour of a God] Thefe 
were the arms that Diomed had received from Glaucus^ 
and a prize worthy Hfior^ being (as we are told in the 
fijtth book) enrirely of gold. 1 do not remember any 
o*her place where the (nield of Neftor is celebrated by 
Homer* , 

V. 145. y<?/iEgsB, Helicc] Thefe were two cities of 
Greece in which Neptune was particularly honoured, 
and in each of vshich there was a temple and a lUtue 
ofhim, 

Wo'ild 
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Thus pray'd the King, and heaven's great Father 

heard 
His V0WS9 in bitternefs of foul preferr'd ; 
The wrath appeas'd by happy figns declares, 295 
And gives the people to their monarch's pray'rs. 
His eagle, facred bird of heav'n! he fent, 
A fawn his talons trufs'd (divine portent !) 

V. 493. Thus pray^ d ihe King y and heaven* s great Fa^^ 
iher heard."] It is to be obferved in general, that Homer 
hardly makes his heroes fucceed, urjlefs they have firft 
offered a prayer to heaven. Whether they engage in 
-war, go upon an embafiy, undertake a voyage.; in a 
word, whatever they enterprize, they almoft always fup- 
plicate foroe God ; and whenever we find this omitted, 
we may expcdl fome adverfity befal them in the courfe 
of the ftory. 

V.297. His eagle ffacnd birdll Jupiter upon the prayers 
of Agamemnon fends an omen to encourage the Gret'ks. 
The application of it is obviouR : The eagle fignified 
Hc^or, the fawn denoted the fear and Hight of the 
Greeks, and being dropt at the altar of Jupiter^ (hewed 
that they would be faved by the prote6lion of that God. 
The word Uavofx^etToi (fays Eiiftafhius) has a great 
(ignificancy in this place. Ihe Greeks having juit re- 
ceived this happy omen from Jupiter , were offering ob- 
lations to him under the title of the Father of Grades. 
There may alfo be a natural reafon for this appella- 
tion, 2.^ Jupiter fignified the JEther^ which is the vehiclp 
of all founds. 

Virgil has a fine imitation of this paffage, but diver- 
ffied with many more circurnilances, where he makes 
Juturna fhew a prodigy of the like nature to encourage 
the Latins^ Mn, 12. 

Namque 'volans rubra fuhvus Jonjis ales in athrd, 
Liioreds agitabat a^vcs^ turkamque fonantem 
j^gminis aligeri : Juhito cum lapjus ad undas 
Cycnutn cxccllentcm pedibus rapit itriprobus uncis. 
Arrexere aninios Itali : cujiBaquc 'votucres 
Convert urJ clamorefugavi {^mirabiJe fi/u) 
A. theraque obfcurant p( nnis , ho/lemque per auras 
FaSla nube premunt : dovi c 'vi 'vi^us & ipfo 
Ponder e di fecit ^ ptcedarr.que ex unguiOus ales 
Frojecit JluviOf penitufque in nubilafugit , 

High 
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High o*er the wondering hods he foar'd above, 

Who paid their vows to Panomphaan Jove : 300 

Then let the prey before his altar fall; 

The Greeks beheld, and tranfport feiz'd on all : 

Encourag'd by the fign, the troops revive, 

And fierce on Troy with doubled fury drive. 

Tydides firft, of all the Grecian force, 305 

O'er the broad ditch impelPd his foaming horfe, 

Plerc'd the deep ranks, their flrongeft battle tore, 

And dy'd his jav*lin red with Trojan gore. 

Young jiigelaus (Phradmon was his fire) 

With flying courfers fhunn'd his dreadful ire : 310 

Strook thro' the back the Phrygian fell oppreft j 

The dart drove on, and ifTuM at bisbreafli 

Headlong he quits the car ; hfs arms refuund; 

His pond'rous buckler thunders on the ground. 

Forth Tu/h a tide of Greeks y the pafTage freed j 3 15 

Th* Atrida firft, th' Ajaces next fucceedi 

Merionesy like Mars^ in arms renowii'd. 

And god-like Idomeny now pafs'd the mound ; 

£vamonh fon next iffues to the foe^ 

And laft, young Teucer with his bended bow. 320 

Secure behind the Telamonian (hield 

The fliilful archer widefurvcy'd the field. 

With 

"V. 305. TydiJ^J^/y?.] Dionied^ as we have before 
feen, v^as the lart that retreated from the thunder of 
Jupiter ; he is now the firO that returns 10 ihe battle. 
It is worth while to obferve'rhe behaviour of the hero 
upon this occalion : He retreats with the utmoli rchic- 
tjtnty, and advances with the utmoft ardour ; he flies 
withgreater in>patienceto meet danger, than he could 
btfore to puthimfelf in fatetv. Eufiathius, 

V, 3 a 1 . Secure behind the Telamouian^;>A/. ] Eujia^ 
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With er'ry (haft fomc hoft3e TifUm flew. 

Then dofe beneath the feyen-fbldorb withdrew r 

The confcioos infant fo, when fear alarms, 325 

Retires for fafety to the mother's arms. 

Thus jfjax guards his brother in the field, - 

Moves as he mores, and tmns the fliining /hield. 

Who firft by Teucer^^ mortal arrows bled ? 

Orfiloclmsi then fell Orwunus dead : 330 

The god like Lycofliom next prefsM the plain. 

With Cbmmauj Dator^ Opheleflts (Iain: 

Bold Hamopaw breathlefs fnnk to ground; 

The bloody pile great Melanifpus crown'd. 

Heaps fell on heaps, (ad trophies of bis art^ 335 

A Trojan ghoft attending e? *ry dart. 

Great ^gOHumnom views with joyful eye 

The ranks grow thinner as his arrows fly: 

tMus obferves that Tevcer being an excellent archer, and 
wtinir only the bow, could not wear any asms which 
^onld encumber him, and render him lefs expedite in 
archerv. Homer ^ to fecure him from the enemy, repre- 
fents him as (landing behind yl;ax*6 (hield, and (hooting 
from thence. Thus the Poet gives us a new circum- 
fiance of a battle, and though jf/ax atchieves nothing 
himfelf, he maintains a fuperiority over Teiicer : Ajax 
may be faid to kill ihefe I'rojans with the arrows of 
*Teucer, 

There is alfo a wonderful tendemefs in the finaile 
with which he illudrates the retreat cf I'eucer behind 
the (hield of Ajax: Such tender circumllances foften 
the horrors of a battle, and diffufe a fort of feienity over 
the foul of the reader. 

V. 337. Great Afi^Amcmnon 'vieii'S.'] Fu/^at^ms ob- 
ferves that Homer would here teach the duty of a Ge- 
neral in a battle. He mull obferve the behaviour of his 
foldiers: He muft honour the hero, reproach the cow- 
ard, reduce the diforderly ; and for the encouragement 
of (he deferving, he muil proraife rewards, that defert 
in arms may not b^ paid with jjlory only. 

Oh 



B. VIII. HO mar's ILIAD. I9j 

Oh youth for^vcrJear! (the monarch cry'd) 
Thus, always thus, thy early worth l>e tryM ; 340 
Thy brave exaoiple ftaU retrieve our hoftf 
Thy country's faviour, aud thy father's boaft ! 
Sprung from an alien's bed thy fire to grace. 
The vig'rous offspring. of .a ftol'h embrace. 
Proud of his boy, he own'd the generous flame, 345 
And the brave fon repays his cares with fame. 
Now hear a monarch's vow : H heaven's high pow'tt 
Give me to raze Trojr's long- defended tovtf'rs ; 
Whatever treafures Greece for me defign, 
The next rich honorary gift be thine : 359 

Some golden tripod, ordiftingui/h'd.car, 
.With courfcn dreadful in the ranks of war, • 
Or fome fatr.ci^tiYe wiuim thy eyes approve. 
Shall recompenfe the warrior's toils with love. 

To this the chief : With praife the reft infpire, 35^5 
Nor urge a ibul already £]l'd with -fire. 
What firengtb Iihave, ,be now in battle tr)-.'d, 
'Till ev'ry fhaft in Phrygian blood be dy'd. 
Since rallying from our wall we fonf^d the foe, 
Sttll aim'd at HeSor have I bent my bow ; ^(lo 
Eight forky arrows from this .hand have fled. 
And eight bold, heroes by their points lie dead. 

"V. 343. Sprung from an aliens bvd.\ Agatremmm 
here, in the, height of his commendatiuns of TifisetK 
tells him of bis Ipmious birth: 1 his (Uya Evftathiui) 
"^'as reckoned no. diigrace among the ancients 4 nothing 
being more cobbaiod than for heroes of old to t^ke 
their female captives to their beds •, and as fuch captives 
vitrt then given for a reward of valour, nnd as a tnntter 
of glory, it could be no reproach to be defccndc^ from 
them. Thus Teucer (fays Eu/tai^iui) \ia« defcei»4ed 
from Tilamon^ ^n^ Hrfione^ the .fi(liir<of Friam^ a.fch 
male captive. 

Vol. U. 1 "^^iJ^ 
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But fare forae God denies me to dtftroy 
This fury of the field, this dog of Troy, 

He faid, and twang'd the ftring. The weapon 
flies 365 

At I/e3or*& bresdl, and iings along the ikies : . 
He raifs'd the mark ;• but pterc'd G<irgyt^Q*s hearty 
And drench'd In royal bbod the thirfty dbrt. 
(Fair Cqfiianira^ nyisiph of form divine, . 
This offspring added to King Priamh line. ) 3 yd 
As full-blown poppies overcharged with rain 
Decline the head, and drooping kils the plain-; 

. . ■ ; -■ . ■ ■ ai 

V. 364. TAir dajg- ^Troy.] Tliis is literal from the 
Greek t and I hf^e. veht^rcd it, as no improper expreitioii 
cf the rage of ^eucer^ for having been fo ofteadif^pr 
pointed mhis aim, and of hia pajlidn ag:<inn that 
enenoy who had fo. long prevented all the hopes of the 
Grecians, Milton was not fcrupulous of imitating eve:i 
thefe, which the modern refiners cafl unnrjahnerlyffrokes 
of our author, (who knew to whatextrentes human paf- 
fions might proceed andwa^ not aihamed to copy iheatij-) 
He hai; piit this? very 'exprefHon. into the mouth* of GoA, 
himfelf, w.ho upon Dcholding the havoc which' ^>ii and 
Death made in the world, is moved ip his indigoadou 
to cry out, 

* • See with what heat thefe dogs of hell advance !* • ■ 

V. 3$.7. Hc977ifs\ithemarkA Thefe words, fays i^tf- 
Jiaikiui, trre very 'arifulfy inferted ; the reader 'might 
wonder why fo Ikilfal an archer; ihpuld fo often mifs^his 
fnanfc.^and.it'vi'aa. neceifary that Teiiccr ibould mifs 
, IJcSor^ -becau/e . //(^w^r could not falfifjr the hiftory \ 
vThis-.diificiilty hte removed by the iiiterVehtion of Apollo, 
w ho' wafts the arrow atide from him : The Poet does 
not tell us that this was done by the hand of a God. 
/till the arrow of Teucer came fo near He^or as to kill 
.bisclurioteer, \\hich made fome fuch contrivance ue- 
teflaty. 

•. V. I'll : AsfulUblonvn poA/tres.'] This fimile i? "irmT" 
beautiful, and exadly reprelenta the manner of G^fgy* 
tkionz death: Thsre 13 fuch a fweetnefs in the com- 

parifon 
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So finks \\\G youth : His beauteous head deprefa'd 

Beneath his helmet^ drops Upon his breaft. 

Another fhaft the raging archer drew ; 375 

That other fhtft with erring fury flew, 

(From Heder Phcshus turnM the flying wound) 

Yet fell not dry, or guihiefs to the ground; 

Thy brekft, brave Archeptokmm I it tore, 

And dipp'd its feathers in no vulgar gore. 38b 

Headlong he falls : his fudden fall alarnns 

The fteeds that ftartle at his founding arms* 

parifon, that it make? u? pity the youth's fall, ijnd a7^ 
moft feel his wound. ' Virgil\i^k applied- it to the death 
of Eurjf'aius 

— Inqu€ ' humiros cirvtx adldpfa • recumbii : 
Purpureas. *pjeluttcum Jh^ fuccifui aratr.o 
Languefcit monk ft s ; lajfonje papayera collo 
Demi/ere caput fpbtvta cumjortegravaritur. 

This is finely improved by tlie Roman author, wiih the 
parliculars 6k/vcct/ui arair/s^ znd^q0 colh: But ii m^ 
on the «ther haixl byegbferved in the fayour of Howet\ 
that the circumflantfe o? the head being oupreiTed and 
WghcdjdoW'w.by the>d«Ret, w.fo remarkatly jaft^thal: 
it is a wonder /^ir^/V omittpd it, ,and the rather Uecaufe 
he had particularly ta£en nottee before, that it was the 
helmet oi l^uryalus which oceaOoned the difcovery. ani 
unfortunate death of this younfrh^rp and his friend. 

One may make a p;eneral dbfervatJan, that Homer la 
thpfe comparisons that breathe ^n air of tendeaielji,. is 
very exa^, and adapts them igeyery point to the fub- 
jc6l whichhtfis tb iiiulirate : Bur in other com pari fons 
where he \% tp i^fpire the foKl >vjtb (jiblime fentiooeht^, 
he_gi-v4M a loofe to his fancy, and does not' regard whe- 
ther the images exa^ly correfpond. I take the reafon 
of it to be this : In the 'firl!, the copy m oft be like the 
original to caufeit to afiefl' us ; the- glafs needs only to 
return the real image .to make it beautiful : . whereas, in 
the other, a fuccelTion of noble ideas 'will caur« the like 
.Centiments in the foul ; and though the f>;Iafs,ffaould en- 
large the image, it on-(y ilrikes us with fuch thoughts ^s 
the Poet intruded to raife, f ^hlime and great. 
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HeSor with grief hii chsriotca: bdidd, ' 
All i>ale aod breathklii on tbe bngiMoe field. 
Tfaea bids CeMnmt diitCt the rein, 385 

-Quits his bright car, and iffucs on the plain. 
Dreadful he (hoats: From earth a ftooehetookj ; 
And mfli'd on Teuccr with the lifted rods. 
The youth already ftrain'd the forceful yew ; 
The fliafk already to his Ihonlder drew ; 390 

The feather in his hand, juft w!ng*d for flight, '■ i 
Touch'd where the neck and hollow chell unite ; 
There, where the jundure knits the channel^boney: 
The ftirious chief difcharg'd the craggy fione : 
The bow*ftring burft beneath the pond'rous blow,395 
And his numb'd hand difmifs'd his ufelefs bow^ 
J^efeU: But.^ bis broad fliieUdtTphy'd, 
And foreen'd his brother widi a fliigfaty flude $ 
^.Till great ^Zj/^, and Mea^etu^ hore 
The batter'd archer groaning to the ftore. 400 

Trey yet favnd grace before th' Olympian Sire, 
He arm'd thetr luinds, and fiU'd their breads with fire. 
The Greets f repula'd, retreat behind their wall. 
Or in the trench onheaps confus'dly falL 
ITirft, of the foe groitJie^or marchM along, 405 
\yith terror cloath'd, and^ more than mortal ftrong. 
As^ the bold hound that gives. the lion chace, 
'Wi4ib<;ati;ig bpfoni, and witfa-cager pace. 

Hangs 

v. A07: As the Itld hound ihiii grws the lien chace,! 
rrhis limile is the jufleft imaainabTe ; «nd fiyes the inou 
lively pidlureof the manner in which the Grecians fled, 
and //ip^rpurfued them, flillflaughteHTiir the hindlmofl; 
'Gratius tLttdiOppian have given us |«fticular defcrip- 
tions of thofe fort of dogs, of pcpdigious llrengtfa and 
^ize, which were employed to hunt and tear down wild 

b«4iW 
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Hangs on his haunch, or fiiftcns on his heels. 
Guards as he turns, and circles as he wheels t 41 P 
Thus oft* the Gndatutxam% hut ilill they flew; 
Thus following ffcffor ftill the hindmoft flew. 
When flying they had pafs'd the trench profoond. 
And mauy a chief lay gafping on the g^round ; ' ' 
Before the fliips a defp'rate ftand they made, 41 J 
And fir'd the troops, atid call'd the God» to aid» 
Fierce on his ratt'ling chariot* HeSorcame :• 
His eyes like Gorgoti fliotufanguia'flfftee' 
That wither'd all their Hoft r Like Mars\it (lood> 
Dire a» the moBfier^- dreadful as the- God! 420 
Their fbonjg. diAreffr the wife of jfotto furvey M ; 
Tht:n penfive- thusi> to -War's triumphant maid. 

Oh daughtef'ci^ thkt God, whofe arm can wield 
Th' afengii^bolt'tsmdfliake^tbe fable fliield! 
Now, in this itotdent of her laft defpair, 425 

Shall wretdited Greece no more confefs our care, 
Condcmn'dto foffer the full force of Fate, 
And draiit ttic dregt of heav^s't rdentleft hate ^ 
Gods! fliall one Mging hand thus level an? 
What nuiAbent>iell4' wfaatnaunbers yet fliall fall 1 430 
What pow'r divine fliall ^tftfor'a wrath affirage ? 
SttU f wells the flaiighter,. and iliU grows the rage! 

beads. To one of thefe filsrce animals he compares 
Heihr^ and onib cahnoc but obferve his care not to dir* 
grace Us Qrecmn ooMtiXMjmcn hj an unworthy coxQpa»- 
rifon : Though he it obliged to reprefent them flying, he 
makes them fly- lihe lions t- and as they fly. turn fre- 

guently l^k upon their puvTuer v fo that it is hard to 
ly, if tbey^ or he, be in the greater danger. On the 
contrary, when any of the Grecian heroes purf ues the 
TrqfafiSt it is he that is the lion, and the flyeis are but 
flieep or trembling deer. 

1$ ^ 
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So rp«^L.e th* imperial regent of the ikies ; 
To whom the Goddefs iriih tbe azure eyeb : 
Lon? iiacr \i2d HtFior (l.itnM thefc 6cld9 *itli goiJe, 
^:rr:*-!ri l^y fomc ^ir^roe on his xative fliore : 436 
r,.: He alvi-c, the Sire of beav'n, withftandi) 
M.^.-K.^ our s:;cnipt.s and ilights our jull deaiaxid)i« 
t'.f .V^Mvorn Oo\?, inflexible and hard, 
l\v-j;i!# ir-y iVrvice and ilcferv'd reward : . 41^0 

^^^x M 1. :Vr t'>i5shl*fjv*rhefoiJ* diftrefg'd, 
r^ ;;,::: i'*'^vf.'Lv vfiih loa» labours prcfaM ? 
\\t ^tsrsV. >^:ih tear* hebeggM, in deep diirnay ; . 
I >, : ■" .v« he.i»'r, and ga\-e his arm the day. 
v''- ■ s»- vyv \v'.\;or.» known this dire event, \ 445 
W" ,.% !,» j^:.;r. /V*;. '* gl.>owy ijpiee he West; 
'I'jf w.fx J»v: hud r.eujfcli I;iv chair;, ■ ..•. . " 
>i\ :* . V Vcca crof>\-, r.cY he'il explored in ipanu \. ■ 
Aw . .^' :vf OiJL*. hi*V,rit';» 01* Godf, 
Ac •* \ / !vs: !he pa-r'al ThunJVer nods# 450 

'i\» ., -cc ;u-r kT-o«>r.sr, fierce, itunting fon. 
My hop«» arc uuftiate, and my Grttks undooe. 
Sv^me iV.'.ure day, perhap*, he may be mo? 'd 
'io ^ii\ hi> b!uc^?y*»! rtsisd hi» beft bcloT'd. - 
» AV yaA*. 

^'f.-./, iVvv-'xs li.c Al.r^^jiy riiore tiVr«n ]»erhi:p3 aiiy in 
ine ^vf m. luitts il;e Oe;t>? ir.av loice:iinf s be thouglu 
tv> in^-an wo r. o.e ih.'.n bri!:|;« ih.u prellded over thofe 
;.Mi:8 v/f »ataic, or ihofe pjlfioiu ;ir.d fucuhtes of the 
\\.\wX Thus »;S l\^A$ fu^'gAiu un'i:a\v(ul &s well as 
).>*1.:1 de.^i-rs, lo M.-vr-^a^tf may be dcfwrfbed -as the 
Gv<iit!> not only i»f VVUiom but of Craft \. that is, 
i[o:hof:rue aua falfe Wilaom. So the moral ol )k7i^ 
Kr Trt's ff»eaking raftily of yupifcr, may be, that the 
%iiVcUof f.ni(e beings ;b li.ib)c to |Mi]iun and indifcre* 
i:ifU, a& ibc iuu^aieutators have already cbfeived. 

Hafle, 
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Hade, launch thy chariot, thr<^' yoji* rank* to 
riie; , 455 

idyfelf will aro), and thunder ^t thy fide. 
Then, Goddefs! fay, ifli all -^^<?flr glory then, ' 
(That tcrrpr of the Grfeis, that Man of men) 
When Jufto^t fclf, and Pallas (hall appear. 
All dreadful in the crimroQ walks of war? 460 

.What mijghty Trojfin then, on yonder fhqre, -^ 

Expiring, pale, and terrible no more, L 

Shall feeil the fowls, end glut the dogs with gctc ! J 
She cea8'd,,'and Juno rein'd the (lecds with caix: ; 
(Heav'n's awful emprefe, Satv.rn*t other. heir) 465 
Pflllas mcan>vhik, her vanous veil unbound, 
Withflow'rt adornMy with art immoitul crown*J \ 
The radiant robe her facred fingers wove 
Floats in rich waves^ and fpreads the court. x>f ^pw» 
Her father's arma her mighty limbs invcft, . 470 
.His cuirafs blazes on her ample breaft. . 
The vigVous powV the trembling car afccnds ; 
Shook by her arm, the mafly jav'lin bends ; 
Huge, ponderous, ftrong ! that when her fury burns 
Proud tyrants humbles, and whole hoilso'eiturne. 475 

Saturnia lends the la(h ; the cpurfers fly ; 
Smooth glidcB the chariot thro' the li(j;uid ilcy. 

Heav'n. 

V. 46i' IP'fiaf mighty Trojan then, on yonder Jhore.l 
She tneans i/i?^br, whofe death the Poet hiakes her 
forsffce in fuch a lively manner, a» if the image of the 
hf ro lay bleeding before her. Th» oi^ure is noble. 
»nd agreeable to the obfervation we formerly -niade of 
jionter\ me-thod of prophefjing in the fplri.t of poetry. 

V.^69, Floats in rtch 'waves ] The ^reek woM is 

H»T^X^^"^po^''^ ^^* ^'**^. ^^ ^b^ paveonenl. ' 1 muf% jiift 
trike notice rhat here is a repetitich of the ..fah)h beau- 
tiful verfcs v^hichthe author had ufedin thefefthbdob. 
14 - • ■• V.47>. 
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HettT'n-galcs fpontancout open to the pow'n, 
Heav'n's golden gatcs» kept by the winged Houn^ 
CoramtflioRM in alternate watch they ftand, 480 
The Sun's bright portals and the fkies command ; - 
Oofr, or unfold> th' eternal gates of day» 
Bar heav'n with cbuds^ or roll thofe clouds away: 
The founding binges ring, the clouds divide ; 
Prone-down the ftccp of heav'n their coiirfe they guide.: 
But jQ*oe inccnsM from iMd's toj fiiriey'd, 486* 

5'And thus enjoinM the many -colbur'd maid. ' 

Thtrumantia /mount the winds, and flop their car;: 
Again ft the Highefli Who fliall wage the war ? 
If furious yet they dare the vafii debate, 490 

Thus have I fpoke, and what I fpeak is Fate. 
Their ^ourfers crufli*d beneath the whetls fball lie. 
Their car in fragments fcattet*d o*er the fky i 
My^ht'ninglhefe rebellious (hall confound. 
And hurl them fiiiming headlong to the ground, 49 j 
CondcnniM for %en revolving years to weep 
- The wounds ImprcfsM by buriiiug thunder deep. 
So (hall Materia learn to fear our ire, 
Nor dare to combat her*s and nature'^ Sire. 
For Jum^ headilrong and imperious dill,. 500 

She claims fume title to traufgrefe our will.' 

Swift 

V. 477. Smooth giidis. the chariot'^ &c.] One would 
almoli ihink Homer made his Gods and Goddefles de* 
-fcend'fraai OlympuSt only, to mount.again, and mount 
only to defce'nd again, he is fo remarkably delighted 
. -with the de cription of their horfes, and their manner 
of ilight^ \Y« have ne Icfs tha» three uf thefe in the 
prelent book, ■ " 

V . 500.-' For Juno, heaJftrong and imperious^ill^ /he 

tiluims, l^c] Eufiathius obferveshere^ if a good man 

diies.a wrong we are juftly angry, at U 5 but if it Jiro- 

, . cped» 



1* vr tl. H O' 1^ fi R ' » I t r A D. 20i 

Swfft «9 tbeHvind, the various-coloured maid 
From Ida^ top her goldea wings difplay'd ; 
To great Ofympus* filming gates fiie flies. 
There meets the chariot rafliiog dow» the ikies, 505* 
Reftraias their progreft from the bright abodes, 
Andfpeaksthe mandate oCllie Sire of Gods. 

What frenay, Goddefles ! what rage can move 
Celeftial minds to tempt th^ wrath of Jow ? 
Sefift, obedient ta the high command ; 5 1 # 

This is his word : and know his word fiiaU Rand. 
His h'ght'kung your rebcUioa (hall confound. 
And hurl ye htadlong^ flaming to the ground : 
Your horfe»erufii'd beneath the wheels (hall lie. 
Your car in fragments- fcatter^d o'er the (ky ; 515 
Yourfelves condemo/d ten rolling years t« weep 
The wounds imprefs'd by burning' thunder d«ep4. 
So (hall Minerva learn to^fear his lire. 
Nor date to combat her^t* and naflire's (ire;- 
For Juno^ headftlroog and. imperious fiill; 52? 

She daims fome title U> tienfgrefs his will : 
But thee what ddp*rate' infblcdce htn driven,. 
To lift thj; lano« againfb the. King of heavW 

Then 

oeeds firom-a Bad otie, it is no more than we czpe^ed^ 
^e are not at all furprizi^, and vst bear it with patience • 
There are many fvch paflagea a» thcfe tin Homer ^ 
whkb glance obliouely at thefaiir fcr; and Jupiter i^ 
here forced to take upon him the ftvere hufband, to 
teach Juno the duty of a wiib. 

V.5«2. Bni tAei wAat jfjyrate in/bUnce,] It is ob- 
fVirvable that Homer generally makes his meilangers^ 
dif ine as well as humHn, very pun^Ual in delivering 
tiieir meflages in the very words of the perfons who com* 
miflion'd them. Iris however in the clofe of her fpeecK 
has ventured to go beyond her inftrudHons and all rules 
of decorum, by addhig thefe exptefficaj of bitter re. 
1 1$ ^^"^Ccv 
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Then mounting on the pinsoos of die v:nd. 
She f.ew ; an-J Juna f bus her ra^ left^'d : ^^t^. 

O daughter of that God» whofe arm can-trield 
Th' aven^rngtiolty j|bd(hake the dreadful l&ield I 
No more kt beings of Aiperior birth 
Contend with jf^^e for this low race of earth : 
Triumphant now, now miferablyflainy j^o 

They breathe or perifh as the fktts ordain r 
* 3!ut Jwe\ high coQvTebfnU efieft ftatl find, 
And erer conftant, cref' rule ditakind. 

She fpoke, and 'bacfritard tara'dli^r deeds of lightr 
Adjrs'd wlLhmhncs of gi(^» Sod heav^diy bright. 5^5 
The Htmri unfeos'd then, paetiag as tfaey ftbdd» 
And heap'd their mad^jtrt with ambrofial food» 

pTt^fih to a Godde&pf fi^periOr rank. The frords^cf 
;he'o:'giiS£i, Kt6> Ashlf, are too grofs lobe lkcr&l!f 

V. 525. Juno her ra^ftf/?gK\l'iIfiftnfrrbttt irt^vlSed' 
to gi*? 'js trs piftarc'of a gooi wife iii the defer ption 
cf Ju\s: She obeys Jupher, 'but it is fbrc^ obedi- 
ence; (he fubm its rather' to rhe^tstmtier than'to the 
^i::fb.anj, snd is more a/raid of his li^hcuiiig' than-h:s* 
Lersia.inds. 

Her beha^'onr m-this place is. \9rv naftiral to a per- 

fon under a difzppointmtnt : fhe had fet her heart upon 

T'cfcrring the ^ recks \ I. ut failing in that point, (he 

- £:Vu9ies en air c^f indificreiKe, and fa} s, that whether 

th<-]jr live or die, ihe is uiiccuicerned. 

V. 531- Ihc^ hr(aihe cr perifh di fhe f dies otrd'ain.'i 
The tranflator has turn'd this line in compliance to an 
old obfervation ujion Horner^ wbiih A^ito-ffiiai has wr•t-- 
tc^,'and feveral others fince have fallen into: They fay 
he was fo. great afatalift, as not fo much as to name 
the word Fortune in all his works, but conftantlv Fate 
inltead of it. Ihts remark feems curious enough, £nd 
indeed does agrte with the general tenor and dodrine 
of! this Poet ; but unluckily it js "ot t.ue, the_\^ord 
iftbich they have profcri bed being * iifplied m .the bngi - 
nal of ttn«, y. 430. 'O^i r^X"* 

Thrc 
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There ty'd, they reft in ihcir celcftlal ftalls ; 
The chariot propt again ft the cq'ftal walls/ 
The penfive Goddefles, abafh'd, coritrovil*d, 540 

Mix with: the Gods, and fill their feats of. Gold. . 

And npw the Thund'rcr meditatts his .flight 
From /i&'s (uixjmits to th* ^/);w/w« height. 
Swifter than thoMght the wheels inftindive fly^ 
Flame thro' the vaft of air, and reach the iky. 54^ 
'.Xwas Nepiuni^ .charge his courfers to unbrace, . 
And fix the car on its immortal bafe ; 
Tiiere ftood the chariot, beaming forth its rays, 
Till with a fnowy veil he fkrccn'd the blaze, 
llci whofe all-iconfciou8 eyes the world behold, .' 5 ?o 
Th' eternal Thunderer^ fate thron'd in gold. 
•High heav'n the foolftool of his feet he makes, 
..And, wide beneath him, all Qfyntfiitst (hakes. 
Trembling afar th' offending pow'rs' si^pear'd, , . , 
; Confu&'d. anid fileiit, for biji frowa they .fcj|r*d. ' ^j$ 

• 14<r few tlieir foul,- and thus Insword impaxtSj 

. PWiaJ and Juno J ,fay,..^hy ^he^VcL'yp.ur hia^s > • - 

• So.on was your battle o'er : Proud Troy^ . jctti ?d* 
Before your. face, 8^rui in .your. 'wrath expired. 

But know, whoever almighty paw'r wft4)ftaadl j6o 
UnmatcIiM. our force, .unf^OBqucr^d is pui* ]ian,d : '■ 



^' 54*?. Andjt.'^ the ci^r on iti immortal hafi^l It is 
marked by. Kuftathiusjit^x tjiis wbrd'jSip/ief fignifies 
)t only alitirs\'b\it,pei/g/r,a/s oi b/ijh^ '6i l^atite*, Gfc, 
think, our Unguage wi4i bear this literally, 'th<^igh M. 
^acier durft riot vjeoture , J t in the French. .The lolera- 
Tii!y with which .j his. cl?a riot, of .7i^;Vfr is/ct Up 'by the 
I>ajids offiJGbJJ, andc9y^rfe,d:tf jth'aJBnfe y.(yfj,|^'li^ it 

might 

Wh© 
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Who (halltKe Sovereign of the flclcs controul ? * 
Not all the gods that crown the flarrj pold. . 
Tour hearts (hidl .tremblci if our arms we takCf 
And each immortal* nerve with horror flfake. 5^: 
For thiaa I /peak, and whM I fpeak (hall ftand ; 
What (>ow*r foe'er proTokes our lifted hand. 
On .thift our hUl no more (hall hold.hl&phioei. 
Cutjoff|and ei^ilMlroia-ty'tetherial race^ 

jtaf and Piiku grieving hear the doonr, ^jo * 
But ictft their foulron /fos's woes to come 

T. «jo> }uiio«iK/Pa1Tat;l Iii th^ beituiBUig-.oflihis' 
Ikx)Il j.um was filent, and Minerva replied: Here, fa^s 
Mif^atiitusi Homer makci Juno reply with great pro- 
priety -to 1>o:h their choracferff; Mmrva.refeDtt tb» 
ufaee of Jupiter^ but the reverence (he bears, to her 
father and her King, keeps her filtnti (he h«s no lefa 
anfer than Juno^ but more-reafoiu Minervm there 
fpoke \«iih all the fubmiflfion and deference that was 
ewuag from a xhild to a father, or a fubjeA to a King \ . 
but yum» la moBe free with her hufband, (he.is angcy^' . 
andTetshimViiowitby>thefirlt word the utters^ 

Juno here repeats the fime** words which had been « 
ufed by Minerva to jApifer near the beginning of this 
book. What is there uttered by wiidom nerfelr; and ap-» - 
proved by him, is (^ken by a Goddeiit, whu (as Horner 
tfilsus at this very time^- imprudently manifefted her 
pa{noO|Jind whom Jiiptttr anfwers with' anger. To ■ 
deal'/airiy» I cannot* defend this in my "Author, any 
more than fome other of his repetitions ; as when ^jax 
in the f$eentb Iliad, v>v.668. uies the fame fpeech- word 
ibr word to encourage the Greeks ^ which Jigamemnon- 
hadnaada j« the fifih, v 653. Ftfaiiik it equailyan ex« 
trcme, to vindicate all the repetitions oP Homer y^ and 
fa OBCufe none. However Euftathrus very ingenioufly 
cxcufes this, b^ laying that the i&me l^^ieeches become 
ftndcaly di(Sercnt by the different manner of introducing,^ 
them. M^mrva addrefled herfelf loJufnter with word9= 
full of lefpe^i h^itjuno witfi terms orrefentment; This,. 
f^iyslie, mews the elTeA of opening; our fpeedies with 
V. . avt : it prejudices the audience m our Cuvour, and. 
m'^ifc^s us ijpeak to £r:end&< whereas the auditornatu- 

taUy 
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Tho* ftarct imger fwcll'd Mmeroa*% breaft. 

The prudent Goddefs yet her wrath repreft ; 

But Jmio^ impotent of rage, repliee'T 

What hail thoaOud^ Oh tyrant of the flcies ! 575: 
Strength and Omnipotence inveft thy throne i 

'Til thine to puni(h ; oun to griere alone. 

For Gneci we grievei abandoned- by herfkte 

To drink the dregt of diy unmeaftr'd hate ; 

From fields fbrbidden'we fubmifl refrain ^ 580 ' 

With ammmaiding fee our ^r^wjflaln y 

Tet grant our eouafels fliU their breads may move. 

Left- all (houM periifi in the rage ofj&oei 

The Godd^efs thus : and thus the God rrpNes- 
Who fwclli the clbndlty and bbckens aH the ikies. ^Sj^j 
The mo rni ng fun, awalc'dby lond.danni^ 
Shall fee th^ Ahnighty Thunderer in armsi 
What heaps o£'A>jmi then (half load'tine ptiihy'- 
Thofi^ radiant-eyes (hall vkve, and'Tievr in rain. • 
Nor Aall'great JfeSbr ceaft the rage of fight) .59CV 
The na?y fiaming^and the GNeh in flight} 
Ev'n 'titt tfaediy, when certain fates ordaTny. 
Then fleni .^MJOr (his .AlfWf /ii/ flaio) 
Shan rife in Tcng^nce,.and:laf wiftt- thie pbiiik' 

rally denies tfiat ftvonr,- whlth tife orator dbes liot f6em • 
KD aftt fo that: what lie. delivers, though ii hat eoiial ■ 
merit, labours under &ig difadfeatai^, that His judges 
are his enemies. 

fays Ei/taiAiuSt the PSet prepares the reader for what:. 
is to fucceed: he gives us the ont-lioes of his. piece,, 
which he is to fill up in the progrefs.of tls»poeni. This 
is fi> far- from cloying the readn's apfstite^ that itTsifes 
it, and makes him oeflirous to-'fee^tne piftlie drawn in 
its full lengthi / 
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tfcft uhder cover of the midnight Ihadc, 
Th' infidious foe the naked town invade. ffjo 

SufEce» to-night| thefe orden to obey ; 
A nobler charge fhall rouze die dawning day- 
The Oods, I troAf, fhall give to He8or^% handf 
From thefe diftefted foca to free the land, 
Who pbw'd; with fatea averfe, the wat'ry way } 6^^ 
For Trijiln' wltures a predeftin'd priey. . 
Our common iafcty muft be now the care;- 
But (bon as morning paints i!ie:fleldt of air, 
Slidith'd in brightarms let ev*ry troop tngagCy ' 
And the- fif'd fito behoM the battit ragew - 66od 
Then.then fhall HeS^'VoAT^dBdes proves 
. Whofe fates ar« hemeft^m the foafesbf JK^w, 
To-morrowVHght (oh hate the glorioos moral) 
Shall fee his bloddy fpo3s*m triumph bomci 
With this keeb jaT*lki'(hairhirbreailr be gor'di 665, 
And proftrate heroes blce^*around their lord. 
Certain as this, ohi might my days* endure^ 
From age inglbribas^and black death< fecure ;: 
So might my life and'glory know no bound,. 
Like Pa/Cotf worAiip'd^ like the Sun-renown'd!' 670* 
As the neattdawn^ the Iaft< they ftali enjoy, 
ShalFcrolh the Greeks^ and' end the woes of. Tny. 
The leaded f^e. From allAhe hoftsaroond* 
Shoats of arpplaufe ^ng the- (hores ref((>iind« 

bifufelf; He calls the- women On^Vrifaiy^iiieiAthetoP' 
ftandalous import, upon which /^/'/^r>' a* d XMGneltf 
Scholiaft have faiid but too much. I kncm no man that' 
hat 3ret had the impudence to* tranHare that remark^ in> 
vegard of which it i« politenefs to imitate.the Barbariana, 
and fay, Gracumfft^ twuUgitur-*. For my part, I iea«e- 
iras a motiYe-to feme very cwious perfoos of l^m fexes* 
to QveiBf. the Qrtek languHgc. 

Eacb 
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Each from the yoke the fmoaking fteeds anty'd>67^ 
And fix'd their headftalb tq his chariot-fide. 
Fat (heep and oxen from the town are led. 
With generous winey and aU-Aiftaining bread. 
Full hecatombs lay burning on the fkorc ; 
The winds to heaven the curling vapours bore* 68(> 
Ungrateful offering to th' immortal pow'rs ! 
Whofe wrath hang heavy o'er the Trcjan tow'rs 5 
Nor Priam nor his font obtainM their grace; 
Proud' Troy they hated, and her guilty race. . 

Tbetroops exulting &te in^ order lound, 68jf 
And beaming fires illumiu'd all the ground. 
As when theMoon, refulgent kmp of night 4 
O'er heav'n's clear azure fpreads her facied light, * 
Wbeo not a breathdiilurbs the deep iierene, . 
And not a doud o^ercalb the folemn fcene; 690 

• V. 6^9 Full hecattmhu &c ] Thefe fix lines that foJ- 
low beirj^^ trjinflation of four in the original, are addoi 
£rom the authority of Btmto in Mr. Barms his editiook^ 
T^at author cites them in his fecond Alcibiades, There 
is no doubt of th^r being genuine; but the quefiion is 
only whether tlieyare rightly placodhere? l.fiull not 
pretend to decide upon a point which will doubtltls be 
the rpeculatron of Future Critics.. 

V. 687^ A4 iJshen the moan, &cw}^ This comparifon is 
inferior to none in Homer, It is the moft beautiful 
night- piece that can be found in poetry. He prefents 
you with .a psofped of the heavens, the feas, and the 
earth : The liars fiiine, theair is ffercne, the world en* 
lightened* and the moon mounted in glory. Euftatkius 
remarks that f«i>y3iy*doe8 not fignify the moon at full* 
ibr then the light of the fiarsis diminiihed or loft in the 
greater brightnefs of the moon. And others corre6l 
the word fauA^ to <p^u rnu for ^««* umw ^ but this 
cricicifm is forced, and I fee no neceflity why the mooii 
may not be faid to be bright, though it is not in the full. 
A Poet is not obliged to fpeak with the exa&uefs of 
Philofophy, but' with the liberty of Poetry. 

Around^ 



Around bar throne th« vivi^ {Jjinets roUt 

And (lars Lnnunfxber'd gild the glow.iBg poU, 

O-'er the darl^ trce« a ycHowcr ^erdure ihed^ 

A n d 1 1 p- vy Lth fil vcr cv ' ry flDpii nt ^ip'a hcadi 

Tiicn (hine the vdee, the rock$ in profped rife, 6^^ 

(A Dood of glory buifbrfrpm all the ikies: 

The cop.fcictis fvvair.s, rejoicing in the Oght, 

Ey£ the blue vault, and blefs the u£eful ligl^. 

So many iiaraes before proud J/ion blaze. 

And li[;hten f^Vimm^ ring Xaufiuf \mb their rays: 700 

The long rcficdlioiK of the dillant fires 

Gleam on the walls, and* tremble on the fpiresf 

A thuiifand piles the, dulky -horrors giiJ» 

And.ihoot a /liady Itiftce o'er the fitld. 

Y. T^'-a. -^ ihoufand pilt's.} Uptttr in his cataTo^se 
of.^be Gitcitui Ihip'/.tbaaub ht: .do«s rot jecount.ei- 

p «(ly the number cf the Greth, has giifn fonr\e hints 
jrom vvhence the Tuaa of ihcir arniy osay b* coTlccledt 
.But In rhe farre book where he |,ivci« en accoiun of the 
^'yojan arinv, snd reUtes thenanifs of t'le leaders aiid 
rjatlons of rhe auxiliaiie?, he rays ncihlrg by >Ahich we 
may infer the number of the arnny of the befieged. . 
'1 o'fufiply therf forr. ihat oraiffron, hehns taken occalion^ 
by thi-J pifceof po-tical arithmftlc, to inform hi? reader, 
that th* Trojan ariTiy amounted to 50,000. That the 
nluUant nationj a.e to be inc'uded here-in, appears from 
vrhat r^cj/^^zfays in /. 10. th;t the auxiliaries Were en- 
campetl th:^r ni^ht with the Trojans, 

Thiji piff:=ge gives me cccafion to anirtiaclvcrt upon a 
• miftake of a ir.odern writer, and auother of my own. 
The AbU TeraJJon^ in a late treatife againft Homer ^ is 
under a grievous error, in faying that air the forces of 
T'r.Ty ai\d the auxiliaries caftnot be reafonably fiippc>fed 
from Homer to be above ten thoufani men. He had 
eniirely overlooked this place, which fr.ys ihcre were a 
thoufand' fires. And fifty rrven attach of them. See 
mv obferrations on the fecond hook, w here. thefe fires by 
a flip of my memory arc called funeral piles : I (hould 
be glad it were the greatell .error! have committed in 
tbeie notes t. 

FuU 
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Full fifty guards each fltoing pile attend, 705 

Whofe umber'd arms, by fits, thick flafhes fend, 
Loud neigh the courfers o'er their heaps of corn. 
And ardent warriors wait the rifing morn. 

V. 707. ^he courfers o*er their heats of earn."] I durft 
not take the fame liberty with M. Vaciery who has 
ommited this circumlUi>ce, and does rot mention the 
horfes at all. In the folio AJng line, the laft of the book, 
Homer has given ro the Morr.ing the t:^\\\ik\ fatrjphered 
ot bright throned, tv^^vof^^, Ihaye already taken no- 
tice in the preface c;f the method of tranflatine the epi- 
thets of Homcr^ aiKi muft add here, that it is often only 
the uncertainty the moderss lie under, cf the true ge- 
nuine fignification of an ancient word, ^hich caufes the 
many various conftru^lions of it. So that it is probable 
the author's own words, at ihe time he ufed them, never 
nieani half fo many things as we translate them into. 
Madam Dacier generally obfcrves one p.-a^lice as to 
thefe throughout her verfion : She renders almoO every 
fuch epithet in Greek bv two or three in French^ from a 
fear cf lofn^c; the leatr part of its fignificance. Thia 
pethapsmaybe ezcufable in profe; though at. belt it 
makes the whole much more verbofeand tediouSkvand is 
rather like writing a diflionary than rendering an au- 
thor: But in veife, e^ry reader knows fuch a redou- 
bling of epithets would not be tolerable. A Puet has 
therefore only to chufe-th^t. which moft agrees with the 
tenour and main intent of the particular palfage, or with 
the genius cf poetry iifelf. 

Itis plain thatUK) fcropulous an adherence to many 
of thefe, gives the tranflation an exotic, pedantic, and 
whimfical air, which is not to be imagined the oris^inal 
ever had. To call a hero the great artificer cf Jiight^ 
tht fwift of foot, or the horfe tamer , ihele give us ideas 
of little peculiarities, when in tlie author's time they 
were epithets ufed only in general to fignifv alacrity, 
agility, and vigour. A coinmon reader would ima^ne 
firom thefe fervile verfions, that Diomec/and Achilles 
were foot-racers, and Hefior a horfe courfer, rather than 
that any of them w^re heroes. A man ihall be called a 
faithful tranflator tot rendering 'jto^a^ uAVi in ErgHJh, 
fkvift -foot eel \ but laughed at if he (hould tranflale our 
Er.gli/h word dc^tsrous into any other language, rights 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The EmhzBj to jlcbilles. 

A GAME MN ON, ^er the Itf dej's defeat^ f^H^ t9 
the Greeks U quit tbejegct and rthtm f their cemntry, Dimied • 
t^ofcj fhL, €ti JHe^^omdt llf^^nrMJ/fng tit -wifkm^^Mi r^ 

itaicn. He orders the guard /» A« frerngtbened, emd a ctamcil fumm 
m§ned to deliberate •what meetfures noere to he foUtrwed im this 
emergsKcj, Agamemnon pttrfues this mdvice^ amd VcSLorJmr' 
thfr prermib upon him to fend eumhaffadors to Achillety im 9rder tm 
trcve him to m reconeiliation, lUyiTcs 4uid Ajax are made ehoim 
§f^ zvho are aecompansed hy oid Phceoiz. TLej aeaie^ eadsrfthem^ 
very mrving and prejjing jpeeches^ but are rejeffed tvith roa^hmeft 
by Achilles, ivbo notitnthjianding retains Phcenix in his teat, 7he 
cmbafadors return unJucufsfuUy to the camp, and the troops betake 
ibsmjelves tojUep, 

this book, and the next foUvwing, take uf the Jpace f^one 
night, -wLicb is the tiosnty-feventb from the bigisining of the poem. 
The fccne iUs on the fea-Jhore^ the Ration of the Gicaain Jhipf, 
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X HUS joyfulTroymaintainM the watch of niglitj 
WhifcFc^l^, p^t co!ftTadfc.of' liglonbus ^ight, ' 
Artd h*av'n bred h^otrbr, .6tt tfee 6j^^^ft>« pirt, 
Batie on ea<i face, and faddcnM cv*ry heart. 

■ " . ■ As 

k 

* We iiave here a new tcmne, of a^on openi^d ; the 
Foet has hirherto given us ai^ account bf v^h^r hap*, 
ptned by day only: tfaf^two fullowkg books rcm»ie ^ht 
fldventUi^Bof the nigiir, ..' .. 

It may ^e th<»i,^'ht th^ i/^mer has ^rowd'tfd^ great 
many anions, iiuo ft very fhort time, fu.the *intli 
'hwM a cqiincil ' is c'onifened, an eqabafly-JWit» « oonfi;. 
drra^le time pa^«9 in the fpe^chee aha x^plibs^of thfe 




rump, kijl ^hejhf, and brit^g away his harfes; and «H 
this 13 done in tire narrovv cooipCsof one rngtit. 

It mtifl ther&fors V ff^i^embc^^ed, that the mnrh book 
taies «p ttiej&ri) pjr; of the wjght only. 5 that after' tb6 
firft council wai dilforvcd, there palTed fbme time i^efore 
♦ie' fecond wa3 furanaoncd, as appears b^ >35\^ \t:?Atix^ 
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2l6 HOME n't IX I AD. B.IK* 

As from Iti doudj' dungeon ifluing fbrthi ; • 

A double tempeft of the weft and north 
SweUi o*er the fea, from 7hraeia\ frozen (hortf 
Heaps waves on waves^ and bids ^ .JEzton roar; 
This way and that, the boiKog. deeps are toft; 
Such Tarious paffion^ urg'd the troubled hofU ro 

Great jfgamemnon gnevM above the reft; 
Superior forroiK-s fwell'd his royal breaft; 
Himfclf hit orders to the heralds bears» 
To bid to council all the Grecian Peers, 
But bid in whifpers: thefe furround their Chicfy i; 
In folemn {adncfs and joujefttc grief. 

being awakened by Metuimus.^ So that it was ahnoft 
inorning bcfire ^D mme d and Viijffes fet out upon their 
defign. which ii very evident from the words of Vij^^ 
bopk lo. V. S51. 

'AX^' rtfiiv* /uB^« v^ 9vi inratf i/>v6i l*i«(. 

■So thjit althcuf^h a icreat many incidents are introduce4t 
ret rTery- thing might eafily have been performed in the 
allotted tmie. 

V. 7. >Vom Thracia's /forr.] Homer has been f up- 
pofed liv J^ratr^fwnes and other*, to have been guilty of 
an error, in raying that Zrpkynis or the wed viind blows 
from 7Va^r. Vhereaxin truth it blows toward it. But 
the Poet fpeaKs fo either becaufe it is fabled to he the 
rendezvou» o( atl the winds ; ov with refpc A to the par* 
tictilar tituation of TrjK and the JEgean fea. Either of 
thefe replies are fuflicient to folve that objedlra. 

The particular {tarta of thu comparifon agree adnii- 
T4bly with thedefign of Homer ^ to exprtft the diftrac- 
tion of the Greeks : the two winds reprcfenting the dif- 
ferent opinions of the armies, one pwrt of which were 
inclined to return, the other to (lay. Evflaihlus, 

WiS^ifut Min vLfAt^ers.} The reatbn why ^<t- 
inemnon commands his heralds to fummoii the leaders in 
iitnice, is for tear the enemy (honlddilcover their con- 
ilernation, by reafon of their neamefir, or percerve what 
their dcfigns were in this extremity. Ev/faihius. 

The 



The King apaklft Ae mournful drclc rofc ; 
•iDown his wan cheek a briny torrent fluws ; 
So filent fountain^, firom^ rock's tall head. 
In fable ft reams foft-trickling waters (hed. 29 

With more than Vulgar grief he ftood opprcft; - 
Words,, mixt with fighs, thns hurfting from hfs breaft. 
Ye fons of Greeie J partake your Leader's care, 
fellows in arms, ^nd princes of th;e warl 

or 

v. 23. AgamemnonV^ftrrA.] The critics ^re divided 
ip their opini(W>, vbcther ihis fpeech^ which is word for 
word-the fame 'wirh that he shakes in i./|!^. 2. be pnly 
"a feitit to rrv the army, as it U there, or the real fenti<^ 
ments of the General. Dhnxfius of Halicarfmjpis er- 
pUiils it as the former, with whom Dacier concurs ; fhe 
'thinks they mud be both counterfeit, becaufc they are 
both the iaine, and believes Homer would have varied 
them, had the delign been different. She takes no n6« 
tice that Euftaihius is of the contrary opmion ; as is alfo 
Monfieur de la Moife^ vr\\o argUes as iT fte read him. 
** Agamemnon (lays he), in the fecond Ih'ad, thought 
*' himCelf artured of vi^ory froit^the dream which Ju^ 
** pUer had fent to hini, and in thdt confidence was de- 
*• firous to bring the Greeksto a battle: but in the 
" ninth book his circumnances are chartged, he is iit 
** the utmoft diflrefs and defpair uf)on h's defeat, and 
*• thertfore his propofal toraife the fiege is in all proba- 
** bility fmcere. If Homer had intended we (Jiou^ld 
'« think otherwife, he would have told us fo, as bo 
** did on the former occafion : and lome of the 
"•* officers would have fufpef^ed a feint, the rather be- 
"** caufe ..they had becjii impofed.upon by the fame 
** fpeech before* But none of them fufpeA him at all. 
** D/W^^/ thinks him fo much i»i eameftiisto :*epro}ch 
• •* hif cowardice, ^^or applauds fc/V^wf^'s liberty, ?nd 
" Agamemnon makes not the leaO defence for himfelf.** 

Dttcier anfwers, that Homer had no occafion to tell 
us this was counterfeit, biscau^e the officers could not 
but remember it to have been fo before ; and as for thf 
. anlwers of D iome J ar\d Neftnr^ »hey only rnrry thefjme 
feint, as Diov^ns has proved, wlijt.fe reafxms may be 
Ccen in the following note. 

VoL.II> K V^t^ 
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Of partial yove too juftly wc complain, 25 

And heav'nly- oracles believM in vain, 

A fafe return was promis'd to our toils, 

With conqueft honour'd, and cnrich'd with fpoik; ' 

Now ihameful flight alone can fave the hoft ; 

pur wealth, our people, and -our glory loft. 3» 

So J^ove decrees, Almighty Lord of all ! 

^ovey at whofe nod whole empires rife or faU, 

Who (hakes the feeble props of human truft. 

And tow'rs and armies humbles to the duft. 

Hafte then, for ever quit thefe fatal fields, 35 

Hafte to the joys our native country yields ; 

Spread all your canvas, all your oars employ. 

Nor hope the fall of heav'n-defended Troy. 

He faid ; deep filence held the Grecian band, • 
Silent, unmov'd, in dire difmaj they ftand» 40 
A penfive fcene ! *till Tydeus* warlike fon 
Koll'd on the King his eyes, and thus begun: 

I do not pretend to decide upon this point ; but which 
way foever it be, I think AgamemnorCs defign was 
equally anfwered by repeating the fame fpeech : ^o 
tfiat the repetition at lean is not to be blamed in Homer^ 
"What obliged Agamemnon to that feint, in the fecond 
book, was the hatred he had incurred in the army by 
being the caufe of Ac hi lies* s departure; this made ttbut 
a necfrflaryprecautron in him to try, before he came to 
a battle, whether the Greeks were difpofed to it ; And 
it was equally neceflary in cafe the event (hould prove 
■unfucceiiiful, to free himfelf from the odium of being 
the occafion of it. Therefore when they were now ac-' 
tually defeated, to repeat the fame words, was the rea- 
dicft way to put them in mind that he had propofed the 
fame advice to them before the battle j ana to make it 
appear unjuft that their ill fortune fliould be charged 
upon him. See the 5th and ^th notes on the fecoad 
Iliad. 

When 
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When Kings advife us to renounce our fame» 
Firil let him fpeak, who firft has fuffer'd (liame. 

V. 43. The Speech of Diomed.] I ftiall here tranflrte 
the Critlcifm of Dlonyfius «n this pjiffage. He a(ks 
•' What can be the drift of Diomcji^ when he infulis 
•* Agamfmnon in his griefs and diftrefles ? For what 
•' DiomecihtTt fays, feems hot only very ill timed, but 
*• inconfiftcnt with his own opinion, and with the re» 
** fped^ he had ihcwn in the begiuning of this very 
« Ip^ech. 

* If 1 upbraid thee. Prince, thy wrath wi^h-hold, 

* The Laws of Council bid my Tongue be bold/ 

" This is the introduction of a man in temper, who is 
" willing to foften and excufe the liberty of vhat i3 to 
'* follow, and what neceflity obliges him to utter. But 
** be fubjoins a refcntment of the reproach the king had 
** formerly thrown upon him, and tells him that Jttpi" 
*^ icr had given him power and dominion without 
*•■ courage and virtue, I'hefc are thirgs which agree 
** but ill together, that Diomed (hould upbraid Agn-* 
** meftinon'm his adverfiiy, with pa f I iirjuries, after he 
** had endured his reproaches with fo much modera- 
•' tion, and had reproved Sthelttlus fo warmly for the 
•* contrary pra6ticein the fourth book. ^ If any one an- 
■ * fwer, that Diomed wa? warranted in this freedom 
•* by'the bravery of his warlike behaviour fmce that 
•* reproach, he fuppc/e^ this hero very ignorant how to 
*• demean himfelf in profpcirity. The truth is, the 
♦• whole accufation of Dio/necTs^ is only a feint to ferve 
♦* the def.gns of Agamemnon. For being defirous to 
*• peifuade the Greeks againft their departure, he 2frr«5>«? 
•• that defign by this counterfeited angt^r, and licence of 
*• fpecch : and ieeming to refent that Agamemnon 
•* (liould be, capable of imagining the army would re- 
** turn to Greece^ he artificially makes ufe of ihefe re- 
*• proaches to cover his argument. This is farther con- 
** firmed by what follows, when he bids Agamemnon 
** reurn if he plcafcs, and affirms that the C/Ym^j- 
'* vill ftay wiihout him. Nay, he carries ti.e matter 
" fo fir, as to boaft, that if ail the relt fljould dtpart, 
•* himfelf and Sihenelus alone would continue the war, 
•* which wnu'd be extremely childifli andalfurd in any 
*' other view than this." 
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Tf T oppoLC :h«, Pnncc, tlir wrath with-Jioldy 45 
T^c laws or co;!rc:4 bid my tcngue be bold. 
Thou 3::U ;i::i:';o-j alocr, in fields of fight j 
Piird brand axy ccurogt and defame my mtgbt ; 
Not from a fHend th' cakicd reproach appeared. 
The vj-^.r.- :rjcd witacfs, all our army heard. 50 

TV: Gcds, O chief ! fn:ci whom our hoooors fpringi 
The Gcds bare made :hee but by halves a king ; 
They g'lv^ utee tbeptcrs aac a wide command^ 
T^^ gaT« dcGiIaioo o*er the leaa and laod> 
Thi iiohleil pcwV that m'ghithe world controol jj 

They ^^ne thee net a brare and Tcrtnous fooL 

li ihss a Ges*ral*s Tcicr, that would fuggcft 

?ear& like his own ia ct^rj Gnuism breaft? 

Ccr-£d:=g b ear wa^t ct worth he flasd*, 

A::d if ^^x^Tt 'tis whzt our kiagcommacds. 60 

Go ihoi: ir^oric;:< I frc.T\ t*:/ en: battled plain. 

Ship* thju had dore, ar.i iwareu to the main, 

A Koblcr care the Grrri^iu (ha!! cciploy. 

To coccbaty conquer, aud extirpate 7>»». 

Here Gay,* (hall Itay ; or if all Cntce retire, 65 

I^Ijfelf will day, till Trcj or I expire ; 

V. 53. TTitys^rw ihfc jcchfers, &c.j This is the Ian- 
guige of a brave man, to afr.rni and fay boMty, that 
courage U above fceprcrs and crowrs. Scepters ainj 
crowns were indeed in former times not hereditary, but 
the reconr.pence of valocr. With what art and hau};h- 
rinefs Vlomed fets himfelf indire^ly above Agamcnmonl 
Euflaikius. 

V. 62. And ncarefi to //« main ] There is a fecret 
firoke of fatyr in thefe words; Z>/(7m<'.y tells the king, 
that bis fqua'dron lies next the fea, infinuating that they 
were the mod diftant from the battle, and readieil for 
fiighti Bufiaihiuy. 

^ M'iGilf 
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y 
■ Myfelf, and Stbenelut^ will fight for fam€ ; 

God bade us fight, and ^twas with God we came* 

He cea«M ; the Greeh loud acelamationa raUe, 

And voice to voice refound Tydidet^ praife. . 7^ 

Wife Ntfior then his rcv'rend figure rcar'df 

He fpoke : the hoA in (lilt attention heard* 

. ■ O truly great ! in wh.im the Gods have jotn'd 

Such Are.Dgth of body with luch fotce of tcii)i ;. 

la 

V. /58. Qod hade uf fight, and */ nvasvthH God «itv 

€amz^'\ This is litcraUv fiiMii the Greeks and thereirt 

maybe feen tUe Hylc of hoiy ixripture,. \^ here 'tis faid 

that they came with God; op thiit they did not come 

'without God^ meaniirg that they did nor come v^ithouc 

his order ; Nunqvid/ine Do>nino afcendi in ierram ij^am? 

. fays RabJhekAh to Hezekiah^ in yaiah 36. v. 8. This paf- 

lage Teems to me very beautiful. Homer adds it to 

ihew that the valour of Dio/nf^, whicli puts him upoxx- 

remaining a!ons with- S/hsneius, Mvhen aTl the Qreeks 

were gone, u not a raAi and mad boldnefs, but a rea« 

fonable one, founded on the promifesof God himfelf^ 

who cannot lye. Dacier» 
V -. - . -«^ 

defi 



perceive' the artifice of his dilcourfe, if we refied to 
'* how little purpofe it would be without this de6gn. 
** He praifcs Diomed for what he has faid^ but does it 
**' npt without declaring, that he had not fpokeo fully to 
" the purpofe, but fallen Ihort in fome points, which he 
** afcribes to his youth, and promifes to fupply them. 
*' Then after a long preamble, when he has turned him- 
*' felf feveral ways, as if he was fporting in a new vein 
** of oratory, he concludes by ordering the watch to 
** their Nations, and advifing Agamemnon tojnvitetbe . 
^"^ elders of the army to a (upper, there, out of many 
*' counfels, to chufe the belt. AH this at firit fight ap-^ 
** pears abfurd: but we muft know that Nefior too 
'* Ipeaks in figure. Diomed feems to quarrel with Aga-^ 
** /Tzr/Tz/i^;? purely' to gratify him: but M/?or prttiles 
•* liberty of fpeech, a$ It were to vindicate ;..r^:0 gu«|^ 
'• rel with the King. The end of all tb-. . ?v- 

** Jgamimnon to fupplicate Achillas ; and t\> in*. • = v 
Ks •* vv'e. 
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Til c'.^nd'id, as in courage, ycu excel, 75 

Sill iirtl to ac\ what you advife ft> well. 
'i*!ioie wholei'i'me coimlcls which thy wifdom moTCSy 
Ai;'.vuiv::.':'jr C^.'vviv, a-i:!i ccmsron voice approTes. 
K.'ic** .'■:«?" v:.uT!t ijiarre j a bold, but prudent yoath ; 
A:: J ':!a;r: ev'j K::igs w;:h!praji"tf, becsufe withtrotk. 
Ati: V;;: :!k'i-: .-s^urs ihat iiace tliy birih have run, 81 
\Vo.:L i'.arilv ;ly!e rhee A'r ^'•'s youngelb foD. 
Tb<'\ 'j: :r j .u-J -.vhac yet remaiiid behind, 
A '.'loi:^*!: u::d:ii.Ii'J iii ih.u ^cji'rous miad ^ 



.. ;. . .-, -,.-.■'' J -rr-ri -c- :::- rrj •? r*"?n'? frc-dom. Iii 
• » - :v ■• ^- : .t I ^ -•:- ^~ ,- .,- of 're elitl*. hecon- 

--*;••:, :T- :"..:- -4 ^ . -,i.-.;:ri»>r. b^f 'ff tlw yOUftftff 

• r*' * A ;: .: I '. * .• .' ? *: *':**•'.' s !e^^^* 1 Vres, 

' •.. * . . .r .u; .-i.r: .■;-. rca.' :he *r •■•'.ii t:ref!' 

" ■ . ■> .* .'■ ■■' ■ * -.^ .;: ••■>- : T- btt'.^te the Rcnenl 

•" . : .X .: .- ".P .. ; •.«;: h.s : -x; t'pmh, v\lieii 

•■ : w ; . .•; ■■ .• i.r ••^."- ".:. Tv* f!!:';..:::.-. :pe whole 

'■ :■ .-. -. ■ t! '. if. ^.•-: 'Tci'-y ctcc ;ir« tliit thev 

•' r.j.. : '-.Ni -;c. : V^ :o .::. :.-.:.-. J^-;;. HaL Tif* 

t.^ i^ . '... a'- .'*.•-. fa'-sesrofc? .'f this pi«e of 
c c--^.-^.;- in .V .-• •, V K' wi-.c* i'tf i':.n»'.ea 'o mvM-« for 
a '.i.^ : .I*:'' I '.\,:/i .-.V :;..*j, cr.j.i not to 0> ir in puIrHc, 
1> -t p" :> r i .1 p.-:/..ir .-reeun; of ::'e Chiet> 10 th-U 
eud.* it .vl-..t 'he"e :.«v;- g-e.'.:.iu^l'ori h.iv? f.iid Sc cou- 
t". "ertU, ilscre a.!: be i;o io:r.i lor rhe ttiwijl obieftlons 
l>rte tr.oderns bavc made to ".hi5 propoljl cf S;7ors^ as 
it :n :hc prolf -.i: d i'.reU he d-a ro more than iiupertl- 
i.? rl.- i'.i'.Mc ..".em to goto T- p;,.cr. 

\ . 75. O r-.th f-eat.] y-.-r-r couM do ro Itf» 'hm 
common J Diorn\fk va'utx'-. he rad lately been a wiiLeft 
Lt i' v\r.e?i ::c .vas p!e!crv'a f.o^i fa'.l ngintu the eucniles 
2i^iU.i> kill l.e .Vaa :tku'i bj D:o/;i€u, Eu/iuthrus* 

Age 
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Age bids me fpeak; nor (hall th* advice I bring 85 
I)i(la{le the people^ or offend the king. 

Curs'd IS the man, and void of law and right. 
Unworthy property, unworthy light, 
Unfit for public rule, or private care ; 
That wretch, that monfter, that delights in war : 90 
Whofe luft is murder, and whole horrid joy 
To tear his country, and his kind deftroy ! 
This night refrefh and fortify thy train ; 
Between the trench and wall let guards remain : 

Be 

V. 8*^. Curs*/i h tie mail.] tiffior, ftys the fame au- 
thor, very artfully^ring.4 in thtfe words as a general 
maxiiA. hi order to aifpofe 4gAfntmnon to a reconcili- 
ftt{6ti with AchilUi \ he delivers it ifi general terms, and 
leaves th« King to make the application. This pafTage 
is tranflated with liberty, for the original comprises a 
fc-eat deal in a very few words, affirvff «Oiji*»ro?,«>'ino?» 
It vvill be proper to give a particular explication of each 
cf Tiiefe J 'A^ijTfcjp, fays Euftaihius, fi^nifies one who is 
. a vagabond or foreigner. The Athenians kept a regif- 
ter, in which all that were bom were enrolled, \ihence 
it eafily appeared who were citiaens, or not) u^firu^^ 
therefore fignifies one who is deprived of the privilege 
of a citizen. *AOi/A»ro« is one who had forfeited alt title 
to be pnneded by the laws of his country. Atirio^, 
one that has no habitation, or rather, one that was nop 
permitted to partake of jny family facrifice. For*Er»« 
li a family Goddefs i and Jupiter fometimes is called 

There is a fort of gradation in thefe words. 'A0<^ij-o; 
fignifies a man that has loft the privileges of his country; 
i^^TUf thofe of his own tribe, and «WrM( thofe of 
his own family. 

V. 94, Between the trench and nualL] It is almoft 
imponible to make fuch parxicularities as thefe appear 
with any tolerable elegance in poetry: And as thev 
cannot be raifed, fo neiiher mufi they be omitted. Tiys 
particular fpace here mentioned between the trezich and 
W4U9 is what we muft carry in our mind through this 
K 4 .^vA. 
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Be that tbc duty of the young and bold ; 9jJ 

I^Qt thou, O King, to council call the old :. 
Grtai is thy fvvay, and weighty arc thy cares ; 
Thy high conQmaods muftfpiritall our wars: 
Witii 7ltacian wincj rcciuit thy honoured gucdf^ 
For Itappy counfcls flow from Hubcrfcafts. 100 

Wife, weighty counfcU aid a ftatc dUlreft, 
And fuch a moi/arch as can chufe the b^^. . 
Seel what a blaze from holllle tents afpiresi 
Hgw near our fleet approach the Trojan fires? 
Whocan^ unmov'd, behold the dreadful light ? ' lO^ 
What eye beholds '.em, and can {;lof€ to night ? 
This dreadful intervid dttermincMll ) 
To*morroW| Troy mud flamcior Graei iDuft filL 
■ Thus fpoke the boary fage s the reft obey % 
Swift thro^ the gates the guards direct their way* iia 
His fon was Aril to pafs the lofly mounds 
The gen'rons ThrafymeJ^ in arms renown*d s 
Next him Afcahphusy lalnwn^ {lood. 
The double offspring of the Wan ior-God. 
De'ipyrus^ Aphareus^ Merlon join, 1 1 j 

And Lycomed, of Creou's noble line. 
Scv'n were the leaders of the nightly bands, , 
And each bold chief a hundfdti fpcars command^ 
The fires they light, to fhort rcpalls they fall. 
Some line the trench, and others man the wall, 120 

and the following book: oiherwire we (hall be at a lofs 
to know theexaCl fcene of the aCHons and counfels that 
follow, 

V. 1 19. Th fires they //,?^/.]^ hey lighted up thefe fires 
that they mi^ht not fee m to -be under any couAerna? 
tion, biit to he jHpon their (ua:d againtt any alarm* 
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The king of men, on public counfels bent, 
Convcn'd the princes hi his ample tent ; 
Each fciz'd a portion of the kingly feaft, 
But flay'd his hand when thiril and hunger ceaf!* 
Then Nefibr fpoke, for wifdom long approvM, 1 2^ 
And flowly rifing, thus the council mov'd. 

Monarch of nations ! whofe fuperiof fway 
Aflembled ftates, and lords of earth obey^ 
Tlie laws and fcepters to thy hand are giv*h, 
And millions own the care of thee and hcav'n. t^o 
O King I the coanfels of my age attend ; 
With thee my cares begin, with thee muft end ; 
Thee, Princt I it fits alik^ to fpeak and hiear. 
Pronounce with judgment, vnth regard give ear^ • 
To fee no wko^efome motion be n^thftood, 155 

And ratify the bcft for pobKc good.^ 
Nor, tho^ a meaner give advice, rcpin^p^ 
But f<^w if, and make th« wifdom thkie^ 

V. 124^ WftenihirJiandfiungerceqftJ\ The conduft 
of Homer in this place is v^ry remarkable ; he does not 
full into a long cl«lcriprion of the encertainmeot, but 
conipUes with the exigence of ai^irs, and pafieson to the 
confaltatioij. j£uftathius, 

V. igS. jind t7tak€ the ^viifdom fhixe,] • JSi^atAms 
thought that Homer faid this, becaafe in council, as in 
the army, al! is atinbuted to the Princes', and the whole 
honour afcribed tot&em : but this b by no means Uo^ 
/rjer^s tliought. What he here fays, is a maxim drawn 
from the piofoundeA philofophy. iWt which often 
does men the niofl harm, is envy, and the iban>e of 
yielding to advice, which proceeds from others, -i here 
i<« more gretftnefgand capacity in foliowhig good advice, 
tlian in prc>po£ng it ; by execntiMg it we render it our 
own, and we ravifh even the property of it from our 
author I and EufiaihiuM feems to incline to this;thoughr^ 
when be afterwards fay« ^^vnfr makes him that folio vrs 
good adfice, equal to uim (hat gives ac , but hm has 
not fully expreued hlmfelf. Doctor* 

K5 Hw 
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Hear then, a thought, not now conceived in haftc^ 
At once ray prefent judgment, and my paft ; 14a 
When from PeRdef^ tent you forc'd the maid,. 
I firft oppos'dt and faithful, durft difTuade ;. 
But bold of foul, when headlong fury fii'd. 
You wroag'd the man, by men and Gods admiF'd : 
Now feek fome means his fatal wrath to end, 145. 
With pray'rs to moY« him, or with gifts to. bend. 

To whom tlie King. With juflice haft thou ihowa 
A Prince'^ faults, and I with reafon own. 
That happy man whom Jove ftill honoura vaofkp. 
Is more than armies, and himfelf an. ho(L 150 

Bleft in his love, this wondrous hero ftands ;. 
Heav'n fights his war, and humbles all our bands. - 
Fain would my heart,, which err'd thro' frantic ragp^ 
The wrathful Chief and angry Gods afluage. 
If gifts immenfe his mighty foul can bow, i j j^ 

Hear, all ye Gr^fi/, and.witnefs what I vow.. 

Tctt 

V. 140. ^t once my prefent judgment and. my paft,^ 
Nefior here, by the word To^ai, means the advice ho 
gave at the time of the quarrel, 111 the fiiit book : Hs 
fays, as it was hisopiuion then, that Agamemnon ought 
not to difgrace Achilles ^ fo after the matureil delibera- 
tion, he finds no reafon to alter it. Neftor here launches 
out into the praifes of Achilles, Which is a fecret ar* ' 
gument to induce Agamemnon to regain his frieudfhip,. 
by ft.ewing the importance of it. Euftathius. 

v.- 151. This ivondrous hero.'] It is remarkable that 
Agamemnon here never ufes the name of Achilles : 
. tbou>>h he is refolved to court his friendAiip. yet he can*-, 
not bear the mention of his name The impreflion 
which the dillcntion made, is not yet wojnoff, though 
. he ex|>atiates in commendation of his valour. Euftathius. 
... v. 155. If gifts immenfe his mighty foul can honv.\ 
• The Poet, uiys Eufiaihius^ makes a wife choice of the 
gifts that are to be pr(fie'red to Achilks* Had he been 

ambitious 



B. IX. HOMKR's ILIAD. 227 

Tea weighty talents of the pureft gold» 
And twice ten vafcs ofrefulgent mold ; 
Sev'n facred tripods, whofe unfullyM frame 
Yet knows no ofEce, nor has felt the flame : i6o 

Twdvc 

ambitious of wealth, there are f^Iden tripods, and ten 
talents of j^old to bribe his refentment. If he had been 
addif^ed to the fair fez, there was a King's dfi ugh ter, 
and feven forr captives to win his favour. Or if he had 
been an^tious of greatnefs, there wero feven wealthy 
cities, and a kingly power, to court him to a reconci- 
liation : but he takes this way to (hew us that his anger 
was (Ironger than all his other palTions. It is farther 
obfervable, ih^t Agamemnon promifes thefe prefcnts at 
three different times ; iirft, at this inOane ; fecondly, 
on the taking oCTroy ; and lalily, after their return to 
Greece. This divifiou in fome degree multiplies them. 
Darter, 

V, 157. 7'en iveigAtv talent s.\^ The ancient critks 
have bUtmed one of tne verfes in the enumeration cf 
thefe prefents, as not fufficiently flowing and harmo- ' 
niuus, the paufe is ill placed, and one word does not 
faril eafily into the other. This will appear very plain,, 
rf we compare it with a more numerous verfe. 

"AiiufCLq ^i XiCnTaq iE»ite^» ivhxa ^ imrvf* 
The ear immediately perceives thj mufic of the former 
)r\ne\ every fyllable glides fmoothly away, iitithouc 
otfending tfie ear with any fuch rou^hnefs, as is found 
in the fecond. The.firft runs as fwiftly as the couriers 
it defcribes.; but the Utter is a broken, interrupted, un« 
even verfe. But it is certainly pardonable in this place, 
vihere the mufic of poetry is not neceifary ; the mind is 
entirely taken uf> in learning what prelenu Agamemnon 
iu^nded to make AchiiUs: and is not at leiiure to re- 
gard the ornaments of verfificatinn ; and even thofe 
piiufes are not without their beauties, as they would of 
necelBty caufe a Oop in the delivery, and fo give time 
for each particular to fink into the mind of Achilles* 
Eufiathius, 

V. 1$^' Sev*n facred tripod i,'] There were two kinds 

of tiipods : in the one they nfed to boil water, the other 

uas entirely for (bew ) to mix wine and water in, fays 

Athi'tMUs: they firft were vailed USnrt^y or cauV 

« dpcns 
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Twtlvf deeds unmatch'd in flectoefs and in force. 

And (lill vlelorious in the dully courfe : 

( Rich were the nnan, whofe ample ftores exceed 

The prizes pttrchas'd by their wingM fpeed) 

Sev*n lovely captives of the Lejhian line, i6j 

SkiQ'd in each art, unmatched in form divine. 

The fame 1 chofe for more than vulgar charms. 

When Lejbos funk beneath the hero's arms. 

All thefe, to buy his friendfhipy (hall be paid» 

And joined with thefe the long-contefted maid*; 170 

With tU her charms, BnfeU I refign. 

And foleron fwear thofe charms were never mine % 

UntoochM (he ftayM, uninjured (he removes. 

Pure from my arms, and guiltlefs of my loves. 

Thefe inftant (hall be his} and if the powers '175 

Give to our arms proud /Com's hoftile tow'rs. 

Then (hall he ftorc (when Greece the fpoil divides) 

With gold and brafs, his loaded navy's (]des;i 

Befides full twenty nymphs of Trojan race. 

With copious love (hall crown his warm embrace; 180 

drons, for common ufe, and made to bear the fire; the 
other were «Tt/po», and made chiefly for ornament, it 
may be aflced *vhy this could be a proper prefent for 
Acniiks, viho was a martial man, and regarded nothing 
but arms ? It may be anfwered, that theJe prefents ^ery 
vi-ellfuited the perfon to whom they were fent, as tripods 
ill ancient days were the ufual prizes in game?, and they 
were given by Achilks himfelfin thofe which he ex • 
hibited in honour of Patroclus: the fame may befaid of 
the female captive?, which were alfo among the prizesin 
the games of Pafrochis. Euftathius. 

V. 161. Twei've Jieeds unmatctCd^l From hence it 
is evidant that games ufed to be celebrated in the Grc" 
clan army during the time of war ; perhaps in honotir 
of the deceafed heroes. For had Agamemnon given 
Achilles horfes that had been viflorious before the be- 
. ginning of the Trojan war, they would by this time have 
been too old to be of any value, Eu/tafhius, ^ 

Such 
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Such as himfelf will chuCie ; who yield to none^ 

Or yield to HeUn\ heavenly charms alone. 

Yel hear me farther: when our wars are o*er. 

If fafe we land on Argos^ fruitful fiiore^ 

There (hall he live my fon, our honours ihare, i%^ 

And with Ore/les^ felf divide my- care. 

Yet more-— three daughters in my coart are bred^ 

And each well worthy of a royal bed, 

Laodiceznd Ipbigenia't^iT^ 

And bright Cbrjfothemu withr golden hair i i^Cf 

Her let him choofe, whom moft his eyes approve, 

I aik no prefef t8> no reward for love i 

^ Myfelf 

V. 189. Laodice . ^nd Iphieefria, ^r] Thcle are the 
names of ^^AmtfmMbft'sdaugnrers, amon|( which we do 
not find EU^ra. Btit feme affirm, fays EiJfaihius^xhaX 
iModice and Ek^a are th* fame, (as hihianuffa is the 
fame with Jphigenh) and (he was called fo cither by way 
of ftir-name, or by reafon of her complexion, >ihich was- 
%>^it\t<!i^i<:f Jfa'va\ or by way cf derifion i^Mclp^ quq/f 
xXiitlfovp becaufe (he was an old maid, as appears fi*om 
Euripides^ who fays that (be remained long a virgin* 

And in SophocUs\ (he fays of herfelf, 'Avlfiftvlof atttr 
^^X?^9 I *wander a difconfblate unmarr/d ^irgin^ which 
(hews that it was ever looked upon as a difgrace to con- 
tinue long fo. 

V. 191. J ajk no prefenfs^'^Myfeff' 'Will give the dov/r,] 
Vox \Ti Greece t the bridegroom;i)efore he married^ was 
obliged to make two prelents, one to his betrothed wife, 
and the other to hisTat her- in-law. This cuftom is very 
ancientt it was pr^ifed by the Hebrews in the time of 
the patriarchs. Mrakam's fervant eave necklaces and 
and ear-rings to Rebecca^ whom he demanded for UaaCt 
Gene/rs, 24. 22. Skechem fon of Hamor fays to Jacob 
f.nd his ions, whoff fifter he was defirous to efpo.ufe, 
•• Afk me never fo much dowry and gift*," Gen^As 
' 34. 12. For the do^ry was for the daughter. This 
prefcuc ferved for her dowry, and the other prefents 
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MyfelF will give the dow'r ; fo vaft a ftore. 
As never father gave a child before. 
Sev'n ample cities (hall confefs' his fway^ 195 

Him Enope, and Phera him obey^ 
Cardatnyle with ample turrets crownM, 
And facred Pedafus for vines renown'd j. 
Mpea fair, the pad u res Hira yields* 
And rich Antheia with her flow'ry fields j 20O 

The whole extent to Pylos* fandy ptain. 
Along the verdant margin of the main. 
There heifers' graze, and lab'ring oxen toil f 
Bold are the men and gen'rons is the foil ;. 
There fhall he reign wFth pow'r and juftfce crewnM,205 
And rule the tributary realms around. 
All this I give^ his vengi!ance to eontrouJ, 
And fure all this may move his mighty foul. 
PlutOy the grlzly God, who never fpares,. 
Who feels no mercy, and who hears no prayVs, tim 

Liive*- 

wcre for the father. In the firft book of Snmuel 18. 15. 
iJ/ia/lttakes them fay to Dai'iiJ^ v. ho by reafon of his 
poverty laid he could not be fon in-law to the King t 
•* The King defireth not any dowry." And in the two. 
hft pcnlfages, we fee the prefenti were commonly regu« 
lited by the father of the bride. There is no menrioii 
in Homer of any prtfiut made to the father, but only 
that v^hich vv.js given to the married daughter, whi^h 
was called siVa. The dowry which the fa*her grive 
to his daughter was called jw-aAta* w herefore //g-rt/«^//2- 
non fays here iTip,£iXta ^ujo-u* Dacicr- . 

V. 209. Pluto, the g, lily Golnuho never fpares^l The 
nieaniui* of '.his may be gathered from j±Jc/i}lus^ ciicd 
h tre by Eujiathius. 

Ot;^ oj n fitwv «y tTitc-'jriv.'uv. \ot,Qfnrf 

" Cc t'l 
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Lives dark and dreadful in deep Hell's abodeSf 
And mortals hate hinsy as the worft of Gods. 
Great tho* he be, it fits him to obey ; 
Since more thao his my years/ and more my fWay. 

Thfi monarch thus : the reverend Nefior then 1215 
Great Agamemnon ! glorious King of men ! 
Such are thy offers as a Prince may take> 
And fuch as fits a generous King to makct 
Let chofen delegates this hour be fent, 
(Myfelf will name them) to PeUdes* tent:- aicr- 

Let Phanix lead, rcver'd for hoary age,. 
Great jljax next, and Itbacut the fag)?.. 

Yd? 

*' Death is the only God who fs not moted by offerin^y. 
'* whom you cannot conquer by facri6ces and oblations,. 
** antl therefore he is the only God to whom no altar 
•• is ered^ed, and no hymns are fung." 

V. «ai. Let Phoenix Uad.\ How comes it to pafs that 
Phoenix is in the G^r^r/rt/f camp r when undoubtedly |i« 
retired with his pupil Aehiiles? Euftafhius fays, theah- 
cients conje^ured that he came to the camp to fee the^ 
lafl battle: and indeed nothing; is more natural to ima-* 
gino, than that AchtlUs yioxiXd. be impatient to know the 
event of the day, when he was himfelf abfent from the 
fight: and as his revenge and glory^ were to be fatisfied 
by the ill fucceft of the Q'recians^ it is highly probable 
that he fent Phanix to enquire after it. Euflathius far- 
ther obfeirves, Phcenix was not an ambaflador, but only 
the condu6lor of ihe embafly. This is evident from the 
words themfelves, which are all along delivered in the 
dual number; and farther from AchilUs*^ requiring 
Phcenix to Hay with him when the other two departed. 

y.ai2. Great Ajax next^ and Ithacus/^y^^tf-JThe 
cho'ce of thofe perfons is made witli a great deal of 
judgment. Achilles could not but reverence the vene- 
rable /M<r«/jr his guardian and tutor. Ajax^wilJlyJfes 
had been difgraced in the Brft book, line 187, as well 
as he, and were therefore proper perfons to perfuade 
him to forgive as they had forgiven : befides, it was 
the greatefl honour that could be done co Achilles^ to 
fend the moft worthy perfonages in the army to him. 

Vlxffe, 
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Yet more to fanftify the word you fend, 

Let Hbdius and Eurybates attend. 

Now pray to Jo^tft to grant what Greece AtmzikA%%2Z^ 

tny^ in deep filence, and with pureft hands* 

He faidy and all approv'd. The heralds bring 
The cleaning water from the living fpring. 
The youth with wine the facred goblets crown'd, 
And large libations drench the fands around. 250 
The rite performed, the chiefs their third allay. 
Then from the royal tent they take their way j 
Wife Nefior turns on each his careful eye. 
Forbids t'offend, infErudts them to apply i 
Much he advis'd them all, Ul^es mo(!^ 135 

.To deprecate the Cfaiefy and fave the hoflfy 
'Thro' the ftill night they march, and hear the roar 
Of murmuring billows on the founding (kore^ 
To Nef^une^ ruler of the feas profound, 
Whofe liquid arms the mighty globe furround^ X40 
• They pour forth vows, their embaffy to blefs. 
And calm the rage of ftern Macules* 

V^Jfes was inferior to none in eloquence but toNe/fdr^ 
Ajax wasfccond to none in valour but to Achities, 

Ajax might hive an irrfluence over him as a relation, 
by defccnt ttom Ai^aeus ; Vljjfes as an orator : to thefs* 
are jl»ined Hodius and Eurybates^ two heralds, which 
though it were not cuftomary, yet was neceffary in this 
place, both to certify ^rA///fj that this embaftage wam 
the a6t of Agamemnan himfelf, and alfo to make thefe 
. perfons, who had been witncffes before God and man of 
the wronjg done to Achilles in refpe<ft Ko JSri/cis, wit- 
nclTes alio of the fatisfadtion given him. Eitfiaffmtv^ 

V. %IS* Much he aJvis'd them all^ Ulyffcs mqftn\ 
There is a great proprieiy in rejirefentin^ Neftcnr a€ f 3 
particularly applying himieif on thisoccahoiuo Vi^es. 
Though he of all men had ihe Icr.fl need of1ii$ in- 
ftruftions ; yet it is highly natural for one wife man 
10 talk molV to another, 

Ani 
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And now arrivM, where, on the faady bay 

The Mynmdoman tenia andveflcls lay ; 

AmiisM at eafe, the god-Ukc man they found, 245 

Plcas'd with the folemn harp's harmonious found. 

(The well-wrought harp from conquered Theha camc^ 

Of polifhM filver was its eoflly frame ;) 

With ^thn he fooths his angry foul, and fing» 

Th' immortal deeds of Heroes and of Kings. 250 

Patrochi only of the royal tra'n^* 

Placed in his tent, attends the Ipfty drain : 

Full oppofite he fate, and IiftenM long. 

In iilcnce waiting tilt be ceas'd tl}e fong« . 

Unfeen the Grecian embafly proceeds 255 

To his high tent; the great Z7i^/ leads* 

Achilkt ftarting as the Chiefs he fpy'd^ 

Leaped from bis feat, and laid the harp aCde*. 

- V. 146. Pleas* d with the folemn hdrf's harmomoiOi 
Jbund."] " HotNer (fwys Plutarch) to prove what an ^x^ 
" cellent ufe may be made of mufic, feigned Achilles 
•' tocoxnpore by this means the wrath he had conceived 
'* againlt Agamemnon. He fung to his harp the noble 
^* aSlions of die valiant, and the atchievements of He- 
•* roes and Demigods, a fiibjtft worthy of Achilles, 
** /^;»er moreover teaches us m this fiction, the proper 
*•* feafon for mufic, when a man is at leifure and un-^ 
•* employed in greater affairs. For Achilles ^ fo V4I0- 
** rous ash^ was, had retired from adion thrt>ugh his 
'* difpleafure to Agamemnon, And nothing was better 
" fuitecl to the martial difpofition of this hero, thai* 
*^ thefe heroic fongs, that prepared him for the deeds 
" and toils he afterwards undertook, by the celebra- 
** tion of the lil^b in thofe who had gone before him,' 
" Such was the ancient mufic, and to luch purpofes was 
'* it applied." Plut* of Mtfc, The fame author relates 
iiT the life oi Alexander ^ that when the lyre o^ Par it 
was offered to that Prince, he made anfwer, *' He had 
" little value for it, but much defired that of Achilles ^ 
*' on which he fung the anions of heroes in formee 
•« times." 

With 
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With like furprize arofc Menattuj* fon : 

/*r//V/« grafpM their hands, and thus begun. 260 

Prince?, all hail f whatever brouglit you here. 
Or ftrong neceflity, or urgent fear; 
Welcome, tho* Grech I for not as foes ye came ; 
To me more dear than all that bear the name. 

With that, the Chiefs beneath his roof he led, 26 f 
And placed in feats with purple carpets fpread. 

Then thus Pairodusy crown a larger bowl, 

Mix purer wine, and open ev'ry foul. 

Of all the warriors yonder hoft can fend. 

Thy friend moft honours thefe, and thefc thy fiicndr 

He faidj Pattoduj o*cr the blaatmg fire ay I 

Heaps itt a brazen vafc three chines entire: 

The 

V, 161, Princest all hail !l This {\iort fpeech !s won- 
derfully p:oper to the occafiou, and to the temper of 
the fpeaktr. dne is under a great expe«5Vation or what 
Achilles will" fay at the fight of thelc htroes, a<nd E 
know nothing in nature that could fatisfy it, but the 
very thing he here accofls ihem with. 

V. 268. Mix purer '-Mtne^'l The mear.ing of this word 
(uporsfov is dubious ; fome fay it fignifies warm wine^tv, 
fe/vpo: according to Artftfyfh it is an adverb, and 
implies to mix ume qidchly^ And others think it fig;" . 
nines pure wine. In this laft fenfe HcroJot us ufes lU 

>^yiia-%vy u)q diro run. SxtGwy, ol'ipricrit, i^Zwaplij* df^KOfUfoh 
ypwiciif, e^»^«|a»Toi' KAsojw,«v*}» ajtpaToTrolin*. "Which in 
Englijh is thus: ** When the ^//tfr/n/jj have an incli* 
'* nation to drink their wine pure and not diluted, they 
** prop^fe to drink after the manner of the (Sr^M/flW^i 
*• fome of whom coming embafTadors to Sparta^ taught 
** Cicomenesto drink his wine unmixed." I think this 
fenfe of the word js moft natural, and Achilles might 
give this particular order not to dilute the wine fo mui.h 
as ufually, becaufe the embalfadors, who were brave 
n.en, might be fuppofed to be much fatigued in the la»» 
battle, and to want a more than ufual rtfrelhment. 
Eu^iaihius. See Plutarch. Sjrr.p, A 4 f. 5. 



B. IX. homer's ILIAD* 235 

The brafen vafe Automedon fuftalns, 

Which flefh of porket, fheep, and goat contains : 

AchxlUt 

V. 27 T. Patroclus oV the b lazing fire, S:c.] The 
reader muft not expeft to find much be/iuty in fuch dc- 
fcii prions as thefe : they give us an exat5t account of the 
firaplicity of that age, which for all we know might bo 
a part oi Homer* ^ oeGgn ; there being, no doubt, a con- 
fiderable change of cuftoms in Greece^ from the time of 
the Trojan viViT to thofe wherein our author lived ; and 
it feemed demanded of him to omit nothing that mighc 
give the Greeh an idea of the manners of their prcde- 
ceffors. But however that matter ttobd, it (liould me- 
thinks, be a pleafure to a modern reader, to f'^e how 
fuch mighty men, whofe anions hav* furvived their per- 
fons three thoufand years, lived in the earli«jfi age«of 
t::e world. The embaiTador* found this hero, i\y» Eufia» 
jAiuf, without Any a'tendanrst he had no ufliers or 
waiters to introduce them, no fervile parafies about 
himt the latter ages degenerated into thefe plewes of 
ilate amd pageantry. 

The fupper isalFo defcribed with an equal (implicity t 
three Princes are buGcd in preparing it, and ihey who 
made the greatfffi figure in the neld of battle, tliought it 
no difparagement to prepare their own repaO. The# 
objeflion fbme have made, that Homer's Gods and 
Heroes do eveiy thing for thenilclves, as if feveral of 
thofe offices were unworthy of them, proceeds from the 
corrupt idea of modern luxury an'd grandeur: whereas 
in truth it is rather aVeabnefsand imperfe(5llon to iland 
in need of the afTifiance and miniflry of others. But 
however it be, methinks thofe of the niceO taile mi^bc 
rclilh this entertainment of Hornet 's, when they confider 
thefe great men as foldiers in a camp, in whom the 
leafl appearance of luxury would have been a crime. 
- V. 171. Patroclus oVr the blazing fire, "l Madam D/i- 
r/Vr's general note on this palTage dcferves to be tranf- 
cribed : " Homsr^ fays (be, is in the right not to avoid 
•• thefe defcripcions, oecaufe nothing can be properly 
" called vulgar which is drawn from the manners and 
^' ufagesof perfonsofthe fir(t dignity i and alfo be- 
" caufe in his tongue even the terms of cookery aref» 
'* noble, and of fo agreeable a found, and he Ijkevvife 
•* knows how to place them fo well, as to fextraft a pei- 
•* feiSl harmony from them : fo that he may be faid to 
}J be as excellent a poet when he defcribes thefe fnaall 

•• matte ta 
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Achilles at the genial feaA prefidesy. 975 

The pans transfixes, and with ikill divides. 
Meanwhile Patroclus i\vt2X% the fireto*raife^ 
The tent is brightened with the rifing bkze : 
Then when the languid flames at length fubfidci 
He flrows a bed of glowing embers wide, 289 

i\bove the coals the fmoaking fragments tums^ 
Andfprmkles^facred fait from lifted ttrAfr;^. 

•* matter?, as when he treats of the greatefl' fubj%6)9«> 
" 'Tis not fo either with our manners,, or our language^ 
*' Cookery is Uft to our fervance, and aH its terms fb> 
^^ lo.v and difitgreMible, even in the founds that iiO'hio^ 
•* can be made of them, Chat has not forae taint of their 
** nieaiine&. 1 his great advantage made me at fi.'lt 
** think of abridging this preparation of the repaft \ but 
•* when I had^^'eil eonfidcred it, I wasrefolved to pre- 
*' fetve and give Homer a« he is, without retreBcning. 
'* any thing from the fimplicity of the heroic manners. 
•• I Jo not write to enter the lifts againft Horner^ I wilE 
** difpute nothing with him ; my defign is^nly to gjvo 
'* an idea of him, and to make hnn underft<x>d: the 
** reader therefore will forgive me if this defcripdon haa 
^1 none of its original graces." 

V. 271. In a brazen vti/e,'] The word xp«ro> figniftes 
the vcffel, and not the meat itfelf, as Euphorion con- 
jeflured, giving it as a reafon that Homer makes no 
mention of boiled meat : but this does not hinder but 
that die meat might be parboiled in the vefTel to make 
!c roaft the fooner. This with fome other notes on tho 
particulars of this paffage, belong to Eitflafhius^ and 
Madame Z)tff/fr ought not to have taken to herfelf the- 
merit of his explanations. 

V. a8a. And ffrinkles f acred fali.'\ Many reafons are 
j;iven why fait is called facreci or divine, but the beft 
IS becaufeit preferves things incorrupt, and keeps them 
fiom diffolution. " So thunder (fays Plutarch Svmpof, 
I'S 7«' 'o.^ is called divine, becaufe bodies llruA with 
** thunder will not putrif^; befides generation is divine, 
*' becaufe God is the principle of all things, F.nd fait 
*• is rooft operative in generation. Lycophron calls it 
*' aytWrtt tov oKa, i for this reafon V^nus was feigned. 
** by the poets to fpring from the fea/ 

Willi 
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With bread tbe glitt'ring caniftcrs they load, 
Which round tbe board MencUius* fon, bfiftow'd ; 
Himfelf, oppos'dt* Uiyfet full in fight, t%$ 

Each portion part8> and orders ev'ry rite. 
The firft fat ofTrings, to th' Inamortals due, 
Amidft the greedy flames Patroclus threw | 
Then each, indulging inrthc focial feaft. 
His thirft and hunger foberly repr«ft^ aj^ 

That done, to Phtmix Jjuk ga^e the fign ; 
^ot utiperceiv'd ; Ulyfitxropm'd with wine 
The: foaming bowl, and -inftant tirt}8"l)egan, 
His fpeech addreffif^ to the God-like man. 

Health to AcMks'i happy are thy gucfts ! 295 
Not thofe moFC hoBQur'd whom jiirhUs feafts : 

Tho* 

T. 491. to Ph(3enix Ajax gave ihe ^n.l Ajax yiho 
'was a rough foldier and no orator, is impatient to have 
'the birhnefs over : he makes a fign to Phaniy to begin, 
but Dhffes prevents him. Perhaps Vlyiffestm^r flatter 
' hifpfelf that his oratory would prevail upon Achilles^ 
snd ib obtain the honour of makini; the reconciliation 
himfelf; or if he were repulfed, the^e yet remained a 
fecond and third refource in Ajax and Phtenix, who 
n?ight renew the attempt, and endeavour to (hake his 
refolution :. there would fti41 be fome hopes of fuccefs> 
as one of thcfewas his guardian, the other -his relation. 
One may farther add to Ihefe reafons of Eufiaihius, that 
It would have been improper for Phanix to have fpoken 
firft, fmce he was not an einbafiador ; and therefore 
VlyJ^s was the fitter pcrfon, as being empowered by that 
fuii^ion to make an offer of the prcieuts in the name of 
the King. 

V. 295. Heahh lo Achilles.] There are no difcourfcs 
in the liiad better placed, better tim'd, or that giv^ a 
greater idea of Homers genius, than thefe of the cm- 
bafladors to Achifies, Thefe fpeeches are not only nc-^ 
cellarily demanded by the occafion, but difpofed with 
art, and in fuch an order, asraifes more and more the 
pleafure of the reader., V(xffcs f peaks the firrt, the cha- 
ra^cr of whofc difcourfe is a wcll-addrcir«d eloquence % 
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Tho' gen'rous plenty crown thy loaded boardi» 

That Agamemnon* s regal tent affords ; 

But greater cares fit heavy on our fouls, 

Not eas'd by banquets or by flowing bowls. 30* 

What fcenes of (laughter in yon fields appear I 

The dead we mourn, and for the living fear; 

Grtece on the brink of fate all doubtful ftandfl. 

And owns no help but from thy faving hands : 

Troy and her aids for ready vengeance call ; 305 

Their threatening tents already fhade our wall : 

Hear how with (houts their conqueft they proclaioi 

And point at ev*ry (hip their vengeful flame ! 

For them the father of the Gods declares, 

Theirs are his omens, and his thunder theirs. 310 

Sec, full of Jowy nytngw^He^or rife ! 1 

Sec ! Heav'n and earth the raging Chief defies ; f 

What fury in hisbreaft, what light'ning in his eyes! 3 

He waits but lor the morn, to fink in flame 

The ftiips, the Greehs^ and all the Grecian name. 315 

fo the mind is agreeably engaged by the choice of his 
reafons and applications: ^r^//(?j replies with a mag- 
Danimoiis freedom, whereby the mind is elevated wiih 
the ftiitimtnis of the hero : PAanixdScourfes in a man- 
ner touching iind pathe'I:, whereby the heart is moved ; 
and j^Jax concludes wun a generjons dildain, that 
leaves the Coul of the reader inflamed. This order 
undoubtedly denotes a great poet, who knows how to 
commai»d atttniion as he pleafes, by the arrangement of 
his ma«<r ; and I believe it i ^ r^or poHible to propofe a . 
better mold for the happy difpofition of a fubjeft, 
'Jhefe worvis are Monfieur isfe A? Mo/ZeV, and no teili* 
monycanbe more gioiious to Homer than this, which 
comes from the n:outh of an rnemy. 

V. 2(^6. Not ihofe more honour divhom Atridesyi-^j.] 
I muft juU mentinn Daciers obfervarion: With what 
cunning ^'(vffcs here Hides in the rdious name of yf^«- 
memnon^ as* he praifes Achilles^ that the ear of this im- 
petuous man might be familiarized to that name. 
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Heavens ! how my country's woes diftraA my mind, 

Left fate accompli(h all his rage defign'd. 

And raull we/Gods! our heads inglorious lay 

In Trojan duft, and this the fatal day? 

Return, Achilles / |^h return, tho' iat^ *32« 

To fave thy Greeks ^ and ftopthe courfe of fate ; 

If in that heart, or grief, or courage lies. 

Rife to redeem ; ah, yet to conquer, rife ! 

The day may come, when all our warriors flain. 

That heart (hall melt, that courage rife in vain. 525 

Regard in time, .Prince divinely brave! 

Thofe wholefome counfels which thy father gave. 

When Peleus in his aged arms embraced 

His parting fon, thefe. accents were his laft* 

My child ! with ftrength, with glory and fuccefs, 330 

Thy arms may Juno and Minerva b'efs ! 

Truft that to Heav'n : but thou, thy cares engage 

To calm thy paffions, and fubdue thy rage : 

From gentler manners let thy glory grow. 

And (hun contention, the fure fource o^ woe ; 335 

That young and old may in thy praife combine, 

The virtues of humanity be thine 

This, now defpis'd, advice, thy father gave ; 

Ah! check thy anger, and be truly brave, 

V. 314. He nvaiis but for the morn to ^nk injfiame 
T/iey^ips^ the Greeks^ &C.j There is a circumftance in 
the original which I ha v« omitted, for fear of being too 
particular in an oration of this vt'armth and importance; 
but as it preferves a piece "of antiquity, I mull not for- 
get it here. He fays that //<?(ff(7/* will not only fire the 
fleet, but bear off ih^Jfatues of the Go.h^ which were 
carved on the prows. of the veffels. " Thcfe were hung up 
\w the temples, as a jnonument of vi6bry, according to 
the cuilom of thofe ig^ies. 
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If tlioii Wilt yield to gtc«t ^Atndts* pray'rs, 34* 

Gifts worthy tbce his royal hand prepares; 
If not— but hear me while I number o'er 
Tlie proffer'd ptefents, and exhauftlcfs (lore* 
Ten weighty tiknts of the pureflgoldy 
And twice ten vafes of refulgent mold { 34J 

>Sev*n facred tripodsi whofe unfully'd frame 
Yet knows no office, nor has felt the flame ; 
Twelve Heeds unmatch'd in fleetnefs and in forccy 
And ftill vidorious in the dufiy courfe : 
( Rich were the man whofe ample florea exceed 3511 
The prizes purchasM by their winged fpeed) 
■ Se^''n lovely captives of the Zf^/an line, 
Skill'd in each art, unmatched in form diTine, ^ 

The fame he chofc for more than vulgar charms, 
Wlien Lefooi funk beneath thy conqu'riiig arms: 35c 
All thdfe, to buy thy friendships fhallbe paid. 
And join'd with thefe the lotig-contefted maid; 
With all her charms, Briftis he'll refign, 
And folemn fwear thofc charms were only thine; 
Un touch'd (he ftaty'd, uninjur'd fhe removes, ^^% 
Pure from his arms and guiltkfs of hie lovesw 

.V. 54?. But hear mc, *while 1 numher o^er i)ie prof- 
fer J pyf/hiis.'] MoTifieur dc la Motte finds fault wirh 
Homer lor making l^ljffts in this ^^lace rtpeat all the 
offer? of Agamcmnan to Achilles, Not to anfwer that it 
vas but nectflary to make known to Achilles all the 
propofal?, or that this diftinft enumeration ferved the 
more to n^ove him, J ihiiikone may appeal to atiy one 
of common taftc, whether the folemn recital of thefe cir- 
' cumftances floes not pleafe him more than the fimple 
iiHrr.irion could have done, which MonCeur de la Molie 
\NOuld have put in its ft'^ad. Ulyires made all the offers 
Agamemnon had commijfoncd him* 

Theft 
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Thefe inftant (hall be thine ; and if the pow'rs " 
Give to our arms proud /Zfo«*8 hoflile tow'rs, 
Then (hall thou (lore (when Greece the fpoii divides) 
WitK gold and brafs thy loaded navy's fides, 365 
Befides full twenty nymphs of Trojan race, 
With ccpiouslove (hall crown thy warm embrace; 
Such as thyfelf ^allchufe ; who yield to none. 
Or yield to Helen^% heav'nly charms alone. 
Yet hear me farther; when our wars are o'er, 370 
If fafe welapdpn ./^rfw' fruitful fh ore, 
There (halt thou live his fon, his honours. (hare. 
And with OreJUs* felf divide his care. 
Yet more-i-three daughters in his court are bred. 
And each well worthy of a royal bed; 375 

Laodice and Iphigenta fair, 
And bright Chryfothemis with golden hair ; 
Her (halt thou wed whom mofl thy eyes approve ; 
He aflcs no prefents, no reward for love: 
Himfelf will give the dow^r : fo vaft a (lore, 380 
As never father gave a child before. 
Sev'n ample cities (hall conftTs thy fway, 
Thee EnopCy and Phere thee obey^ 
Cardamyle vtilh ample turrets crown 'd, 
And facred Pedafus, for vines rcnown'd : 385 

Mpea fair, the paftures Hira yields, 
And rich Antheia with her flow'ry fields : 
The whole, extent to Rylos^. fandy plain 
Along the verdant margin of the main. 
There heifers graze, and lab'ringoxen toil; 390 
Bold are the men, and gen'rous is the foil. 
There (halt thou reign with povv/r and jufticecrown'd, 
And rule the tributary 'realms around. 
Vol. II. L ^^x^ 
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Suj!; irc :hs pr^fi.-s wzicli this day we bring, 

S^ca izt repe=:inze cF a luppUaDt King. 395 

But if all thfd rclentltira thou difdain, 

Ii hono-r, and if ia:'re:l plead in vain ; 

YtfC 10 a- rsdmfi to fjpplijnt Grsf-e a£Fordt 

And be, 2--r.o::^.i T.tr giardiaa Gods, ador'd. 

If nj rigird :hr L::n*rnj country claim, 400 

Hear thy own glory, and the roice of fame : 

For sow that chiif, whole cnreSfled ire 

Made a a: IOCS tres;ble, and whole hoib retire, . 

Proud Hz^.'iry nc^Vj :h' cc equal nght demands. 

And cnly trii-rrspLs :o cefervc thy hands. 405 

Then 'thus c!- Goddcfs h: rn. Ukffu^ hear 
A fj!:hful fpeech, that knows nor art, nor fear; 
Wh-t in my fccr^t foul is undc'r flood, 
lly lor.gjc ihiiVi utter, a/: d rry d^*eds make good. 
Let Gnsc* :*:c:i -<r:J\v, n'.y purpuic I retain, 410 
Nor wiihnew treaties vex tr.y peace In vain. 
Vv'ho cares th.\ !: ore th'ng, ard another tell, 
My heart d;::e/ts I.im a^ the gates of htll. 

Then thus in fhort c^7^.xt refolvcs attend, 
V/Lich nor /itrldiSi nor his Gtreh can bend ; 415 

V. 4c6 Ach«-1» *j A'^r*: ] Noihi^e *- nr«orr remark- 
jiMe th*in the co Juit ■ t H ?r-' i-. rh..- fpetch of Ac hi i^ 
I.:. He b.-feir :; .% h f. :nc: i;-:<-et of c:/olr.cf=, as in 
refprf^ :o *'■'.« e'-..L»..lV..dj.-:, VLhc t p^r ^r.:- he eil-en-ed, 
\f\ even ri-.-f: I i= t-.vpr 4.^as i'!"t:Ir i:: the i.ir.-i'jrrion 
thnt JJl:^'i !n'lr>alr .-Tif ".'v v,it!i h'n-i. \%h-ch in two 
peri d. rfe? tr/o an open deteft:;t!on of all arr'tise. He 
ihri] firls in*o a fallen dec:arr.t o 1 of hi= re^j've?, and 
s? n: 're feiare repref-^ntaMon of h^^ p;iir feiviccs ; but 
•viri.i? a' he goes on, and every rnini'te he bu^ names 
hv: wrorjj'. flies in"o extrnva^ -nee. fli.^ rpge awakened 
hy th.«»" ij.j i.y.V- like a t: re b!o> n ^y a wind that f.nks 
and rife bv fi-'', bjt keep" continni'ty b'jr...ng, and 
biazes bu'' the more fir tho;'c interminioiis. 

' Long 
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Long toils, long perils in their caufe I bore, 
But now th' unfruitful glories charm no more. 
Fight or not fight, a like reward we claim. 
The wretch and hero> find their prize the fame; 
Alike regretted in the dud he lies, 420 

Who yields ignobly, or who bravely dies. 
Of all my dangers, all my glorious pains, 
A life of labours, lo ! what fruit remains f 
As th^ bold bird her helplefs young attends. 
From danger guards them, and from want defends ; 
In fearch of prey flie wings the fpacious air, 426 
And with th' untailed food fupplies her care : 
For thanklcfs GreeuhxcV hardOiips have I brav'd, 
Her wives, her infants by my labours fav'd ; 
Long flcfplefs nights in_ heavy arms I ftood, 430 
And fweat laborious days in dud and blood. 
I fackM twelve ample cities on the Main, 
And twelve lay fmoaking on the Trojan Plain : 

Then 

V. 424. As the bold bird, ^c] This fimile (Tays La 
Motte) muft be allowed to be juft, but was not tit to* be 
fpoken in a paflfion. One may anfv\er, that the ten- 
dcniefs of the compaiifon rtnders it no wuy the lefs 
proper to a man in a p flfion : it being natural enough, 
th^ more one is difgijited at prefent, the more to re- 
collect the kindnefs we have formetly ihewn to thoTe 
who arc ungrateful. Eu/iath'ius ol.'ferv?^^, that fo foft 
as the fimile feems, it has neverthelefs \lsjt€tfe\ -for 
Achilles herein exprcffes his contempt for the Greeks^ 
as a weak defenceleL pe-ople, who nuifl havepciifhed, 
if he had not preferved them. And indeed, if we con- 
fider what is faid in \j\it preceding note, it will appear 
that the paflion of Achilles ought uot aa yet lo !:e at ihe 
he'ghr. 

V. 43a. J/ack^d t'welye ample nfies*] Enftaikaus '"ly*, 
that the anger of AchilUs not only throws him intc tr.ii - 
tologv, but alfo into ambiguity: For, fays he, li-pl'e 
wurdi may either (ignify th.ic he deftro^^Vw^^^^ oxx^'^ 
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Then at Atrides^ haughty ftfet were laid 

The wealth I gather'd, and the fpoils I ftiadc. -435 

Your mighty monarch thcfc in peace pofleft ; 

Some few my foldiers had, himfelf the reft. 

Some prefcnt too to ev'ry prince was paid ; ■ '-^ 

And ev'ry prince enjoys the gift he made; 

I only muft refund of all his train ; 440 

See what prcheminence our merits g^ain ! 

My fpoufe alone his greedy foul delights; . 

My fpoil alone mud blefs his luftful nights : 

The woman, let him fas he may) enjoy ; 

But what's the quarrel then of Greece to Troy ? jf^g 

What to thcfe fliorcs th* :.-Tcmbled nations draws. 

What calls for vengeance but a woman's caiife ? 

Are fair cndovvmer.ts and a beauteous face 

Bclov'd by none but ihofe oi Aireus^ race ? 

The wife whom choice and paffiou boih approve, 450 

Sure every wife and worthy man will love. 

Nor 

■vv'th l>is ftiips. or b^uely cifies with twelve ihips. " But 
E::Jhifh':us in This p'late i-^ iii;e many other Commenft^ 
tors who can fee a ineaninj; in a ftntence, that never 
enterMinto the tho':i.hts of an author. Jt is not eafy to 
conceive how Achilhs could have exprj-flTed himfelf more 
clearly. There is no doubt but ^:'jhKX ajj;rees with the 
lame word that U&sxa does, in the following: lmc» 
wl-.i.h is certainly ^oAit; : and there is a manift-ii enu- 
meration of the places he had conquered by fea, and 
by land. 

V. 450. T/ic nuife 'wh')m choice atidpq/pon hoih apprtyve^ 
S.tre ev'ij' 'Vjife and ivorthy ma?: ^vill '/.o've.'] The argii. 
3n-»ent zi Achilles in this place rs very a-nropos" v\ith re- 
ference to the c;ife of Jlgatneinno'i. If I tranflated it 
lerbatim^ I mull fay in plain Enfrl'i/ij^ E'viry honrfi 
77ian Iwes his 'wife. Thus Homer tic^s made this rafh, 
this fiery fo!di?r goveme I by hii p^lFious, and in the 

r.?ge 
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Nor did my fair one lefs diftin^lLon clairx) ; 
Slave as /he was, my foul ador'd the dame. 
Wrong'd in my love all proffers I difdain ; 
Peceiv'd for once, I trull not Kings again. 455- 

Ye have my anfwer what remains to do. 

Your Kinff, Ulyffes^ may confultwith you. 
What needs he the defence this arm can make ? 
Has he not walls no human fgrcc can (hake ? 

Has 

rage of yoiith, bear tcftimony to his own refpe6> for the 
ladies. " But it feexns Poltis King of 7hrace was of ano- 
ther opinion, v\ho would have parted with two wives, 
out 01 pure good nature to two rdere ftrangers, as I have 
met with the ftory fomewhere in Phdarch, When the 
Greeks, were raifing forces agairifj ^troy^ they feiit em- 
bafTacIors to this Poltis to defire his ailRrtance. He en- 
quired the caufe of the war^ and was told it was the in- 
jury Paris had done Memlaus in taking his wife frora 
mm. *' J f that be all, faid the good King, letmoac- 
*• commodate the difference: Indeed it is not juftthe 
*• Greek r^rince (hould lofe a wife, and on the other 
*' fide it is pity the Trojan fhould want one. Now I 
•• have two wives, and ro prevent all this mifchief, I'll 
•• fend one of them to Menelaus, and the other to Paris** 
It is a fhame this (lory is fo little known, and that poor 
PoUis yet remains uncelebrated ; 1 cannot but recom- 
mend him to the modern Poets, 

V. 457. Tour King, Ulyifes, may confuli 'wiih >'««.] 
Achilks^WX remembers what Agamemnon ia\d to him 
when I hey quarrelled, Oiher braue 'warriors ivid be left 
behind tcfollo^*x) me in battk^^ as we have feen in the firlt 
book. He anfwers here without either fparing Ajax 
or Uly-ffes \ as much his friends as they are, they bavp 
their ihare in this ftroke of raillery, i-uflqihius, 

V. 459. Has he not lualls ?] This is a bitter fatyr, 
(fays Eu/fathius) acainft Agamemnon^ as if his only 
deeds were the matting of this wall, this Ditch, thefe 
Pallifadcs, to defend bimfelf againtt ihofe whom Jre 
caoie to befiege : There vyas no need of thefe entrench - 
meuts, whiift Achilles fought. But (us Dacier obferve^) 
this Satyr does not affe6l Agamemnon only, but ^c/hr 
too, who had advifei the making of thefe entrench- 
ments, and who had faid in the fecond book, If there. 
L 3 are 
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Has he aot fcnc'd his guarded navy round, 460 

With piles, ynth rampaitR, and a trench profoopd? 

And will not thefe (tlie wonders he has done) 

Rep^l the mge of Priam's iingle fon ? 

There was a lioie ('twas when for Greece 1 fought) 

When I/effer*6pro^tk no fuch wcnders wrought; 465 

He kept the ^trgc of Troy, nor dai'd to wait 

j^tbllles* fury at the Scaan gale; 

He iry'd it once, and fcarce was fsv'i by Fate. 

But now thofe ancient enmities are o'er ; 

To-morrow wc the fav'ring Gods implore. 476 

Then (hall you fee our parting veflels crown'dt 

And hear with oars the Hellefpcnt refound. 

The third day hence, (hall Pkhla greet our failsy 

Tf mi^^hty Neptune fend piopitious gales ; 

Phthla to her j^ckiHej fhall r^llore 475 

The wealth he leftfonliis dttcllcd fliorc ; 

rt/v a /,\v iv^c ft fa*- a I ' t ^^c'ff -I' ' ft cm the rrfl of the 
ar'*:j\ lit f) f.v/fay an J f'yi/h^ v. 346. P ob^ibly tliis 
)K?d heen reported to jlchuhs^ and thi^ Hero revenges 
binifslf here bv mocking thcfe entrer:!nients. 
> V. 4-3. rhr ihhciJav hence Jhall Plithii, ^c ] Monf.cur 
rtV la Moftt ihinks the mtntion of the'.'e minute circum- 
ftance? not ro agree w'th the p. (Tiona'c cha rather of the 
fpeaker; thnt ke Jhall an he at Phrhia in three 
days^ that he Jhall f Id th^re all the jichcs he hf^ 
nuhen he cafnc t9t.hcf:0'\ ard that h'\fh all cany nt her 
ireafurtt homf. Dac:i' anfwers, th^t we need only ton- 
fider the prefent firuation of Achilles^ and his cjufe cf 
ccmplaint ajiainft AfamcrtiKon^ and we flial! he fatis- 
fed here is nothing bat what is cx:»d^ly ag:re;ib!e to 
the occafion. To convince the erab-'irndors that he will 
return home, he inllances ^he eafit'ef;? of -ioiij^ it in the 
fti c^of th»re davs. ytgatr.cfr.n}n h.;d i qiired him in 
the point of boot}*, he therefore decLirs? lie h id fufHcient 
trealiires at home, and that he will carry oii fpoils 
crouch, at'd vvt»men enough, to make arijfnds f<»r thofe 
that Prince hid raviflied from him. Kvery one of thefe 
paiciculars marks hispafTioii and refentment. 

Thiihtr 
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Thither the fpoils of this long war fhall pafe, 
The ruddy gi)ld, the fteel and fhining brafs ; 
My beauteoua captives thither I'll convey, 
And all that refts of my unravifh*d prey. 480 

One only valu'd gift your tyrant gave» 
And that refum'd ; the fair Lyrnejjian flave. 
Then tell him ; loud, that all the Greeks may hear, 
And learn to fcorn the wretch they bafely fear, 
(For arm'd in impudence, mankind he braves, '48 j 
And meditates new cheats on all: his flaves ; 
Tho% (hamelefs as he is, to face thefe eyes 
Is what he dares not ; if he dares, he dies) 
Tell him, all terms of commerce I decline, 
Nor (hare his council, nor his battle joints 490 
For once deceived, was his ; but twice, were mine. 
No — let the ftupid Prince, whom Jove deprives 
Of fenfe and juflice, run where frenzy drives ; 
His gifts are hateful: Kings of fuch a kind 
Stand but as flaves before a noble mind. 495 

'- Not 

v. 481* One only valud gift jour tyrant gate ] The 
injury which Agamemrton oti«red to Achilles is flill up- 
permoft in his thoughts ; he has but ju(t difmifled it, and 
row returns to it again. Thtfe repetitions are far from 
being f:.ulrsin Acnilles*s vrrath, whofe anger is pcrpe- 
tuiiily breaking out uoon the fame injury. 

V. 494> Kings of fuch a kind Stand but asjlaves before 
a noble mind ] The words in the Greek are, 1 difpife him 
as a Carian. The Carians were people of Baoiia, the 
fiift that fold their valour, and were ready to fight for 
any that gnve them their pav. This was looked upon as 
the vil^rt of a^^ions in thofe heroic ages. I think fherft 
is at prefcnr but 0!ie natiOn-in the vorld diftinguirtied 
for this pra^iice, who are ready toprolUtuts their hanjs 
to kill for the higheft bidder. 

L 4 Eufiathius 
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^;^L£l:' iA^s^zts mevtr AbH be led 510 

(Ar -Z-uzch^ccottfcn) to ^thiEn* bed ; 
Uki §r^jc« rfrmr tbo' fhc chann'd the heart, 
Ari rr^i wivi Pmllit -in the works of art. 
Soire c-'TCKer Grttl kt ibt:* h:gh cuptials grace, 
I rjci i!2ii&cc w::lt a tTTa=:'» race. 5 15 

J: r««-'a reiiow re to iry rrahnswith life, 
T^e rcT'resi FtleiJ f::iJ d*:^: my wife; 
'ThtjAlsx rTrr.phs ibere are, of form divine, 
A-i Kin^ that Tut tc c»:x :r.e:r Weed with mine. 
B!ti :2 k:od !cre. try yeiTS ila3 g-dc away, 520 
Cc=:eT: \«-I:l:;j:ilLi:id::2ry Ta-t ; 
Tl:<r5£ ccii UST cverrc itc csrti*! flrife, 
Zr;*'T ihi csar pntrcg^ilrc of I^fe. 
life i$ Bct to b< bcu£:ht with heaps of gold ; 
No: all *i^c -'.V * $ P} :h':^. t rc3 fjrc s L ^1 J , 525 

Cr r>rT osce bclc, :n peace end pride of fway^ 
C-ir. b::be tbi pior poiTtiuon cf a day ! 
L.o*t «Tc* isi treafure?, we by arnis rega;n, 
Ar-J liicds ur.r;^a'l'do:^ tct Ji:::y p!-:i:: 

S:yuh r f .i r th «• r *. - f rn: s u ^ t*. - - • r • K >. . gs of Thihct 
ex ten ied : - c : r c cr q u ; i: i ^^ * u r a ? •> ." , .' t:\; , Buftriu , and 

] The 




, ...rgid i: \\. :re tir^ e A P.:..*. :;.ri"::cf Af?:yr.tA?^ 
whcr p^ve o"c?*"c!» ?r tS.r r.c> v '.-.rr. * i i- f.ii i tv) have 
bren Ti Iagccbtf.r'». £: 'i .r .ir 'h* t -•.-.! r'rl"^, f whth 
iij/.Ttr freaks L-ciLct:. c^r. i^di. :>. ,• ,.'i« '..:...-. 
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But from our lips the vital fpirir fled, 530 

Returns no more to wake the filent dead. 
My fates long iince by Thetis were difclos'd, , 
And each alternate, life or fame propos'd: 

Here 

V; 530. The mitalfphitjledy returns no more.'] No- 
thing fure couM be better imagined, or more ftron^Iy 
paint Achilles*^ refentnient, than this commendation 
which //<?/72fr puts into his mouth of a long and peace- 
able life. That hero whofe very foul was poireffed wi- h 
love of glory, and who preferred it to life iifelf, lets his 
anger prevail over this his darling paffion : he defpifes 
even glory, when he cannot obtain that, and enjoys his 
revenge at the fame time : and varher tlian lay this afide,. 
btcomes the very reverie of hinifelf. 
• V. 532. My fates lorg Jince ^y Thetis lue re i/l/c/os*d.'\ 
It was very neceflary tor Homer to put the reader more 
than once in mipd of this piece of Achilles*s ftory : 
''I'here is a remark of Morjieur de la Mottc^ which de- 
ferves to be tranfcribed entire on this occafion. 

** The generality cf people who do not know AchilLs. 
** y the Iliad, and who upon a moil noted fable con- 
•* ceive him invulnerable all hut in the heel; find it ri- 
*' diculous that he fhould be placed at ti.e head of heroes; 
'* fo true it is, that the idea of valour implies it always- 
*' in danger. 

** bhould a giant, well; armed, fighr againft a legion 
** of children, whatever fl.iughter he Ihouid makcj the 
** pity any one would have for ihem would not turn at 
** all to any admiration of him, and the more he fhould 
. ** applrtud his own courage, the more one would be of- 
** fende^lat his pride. 

** Achilles had been ir? this cvAe^xf Homer ^ befides 
*^ all the fuperiority of firength he has given hinh, had 
.•• not found 'he art of putting likewife his greatnefs of 
** foul out of ail fufpicion. 

•' He ha«« perfef^ly well furceeded in feigning that 
'* Achilles^ before hU feeing out to the Trnjan war, vvas 
*' fure of meeting his dearh. Thedellinles had pro- 
•* pofed to him, by -he mou'h of TJ.etis^ the alternative 
** of a long i^.nd happy, htit an obfciire, 1 fe, if he flnvcd 
*• in his own (late ; or of a Aiort but glor cus one, if he 
*' embrHced the vengeance of the Greeks. He wiOits 
*' Jor glory in contempt cf death-, and thus all hi? ac- 

* ticiijs,. 
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Here if I tlay, before the Trojan ton'n. 

Short ia my date, but deathlefs my renown ; 535 

It I mtutHy I quit immortal praife 

For years on yean, ami Ion ^-extended days. 

Convjac'i t!io' bt>:, I tind my fond miftake, 

Ar.d warn the dwh the wifer choice to make. 

To quit thefe flioiTs, their r.a*iv2 feats enjoy, 540 

Ncr hope the fall cf heav'r.-def,:nded Tray. 

jT^jPt's arm difpby'd afTcrts h^r from the ikies ; 

HcTUcaiis ireitrcngthen'd, ar.J her glories rife. 

Gothec, to Gnrrv rep Jit cjr £.\t defi^: 

B id all y cur co v. :: : .. i < , all v o - r ar :n ;e3 j o : a 5 4J 

Let all your :oic«, all ycrr arts cccfpire. 

To wve :1:j iliips ^^»: troops t;-.s cb'tfs from fire. 

O .: e ;1 ra: a j^ : ni his tr. •" \I , and ot Ii crs w ill : 

Ye 6r.i -.A-Ii-lv ii ur.cocquer'i :til!. 

Go th^r.— di^^': T.y nciu^^ as ye rr.2y — 550 

V.:i l:cr»: this :::^I;t !i: r^v'rcr.d P:-r.;:.v llay : 

lil.i :cd:cus tolls, and hcary hair dcTr.z::i 

A rv?.»:sfi5l ds2:h ia P.f;^*;j's it'xt.IW k-.:i. 

Bu: •.-rhsrih^r he rerr.-in, or !-i:l v.-tli mo, 

Jiii are be lacrcd.ar.c i;.i v.i.l ii^ rr»:e. jjj 

The fen cf Fi Vtv cccii'd ; the chiefs arcund 
Ir. ii!«:r.ce wrapt, iz con^^v-Trialun drov».i'd, 

•* ::crv. aV: hi- mr'*T?, sre fj mavy rrrof. of hi< ccu- 
•* riu.'^ ; ■'- r~^-^ -•; hii.e- i' c r.\- t7.p'.o.:s ';• a dijih" 
•• w'-.Mi I'.r k:". -■■-.< ir.L *. j"v ..rrcr.-i^ ".".ni ; v hi" cic.-! it 
* ' :. \ J 1'. hi ;n , th - : he rv u :s e •. r r y ri.lr ^ al :i.c ;"i w '. :hc dC 
•' r'. ;-.:': aV. :e ? 1: i:- iV.i. 'rue, that ;.e t\cr> n^.o'icv.t en- 
'• ci-:^rrrs an-l f-icei- t>^e f£r.re:.c-^ of his Jtfthy, and 
* * 1 1-..^ t he d 2 \ -.t ' .- :i •. :-. f ?i If r e n c r •. . u il v ^ . ■ v . W: -rfr 
" wa- fo f-ri-^'- :"".. * "hi- i-iert n-.u!t l-.i.-.e a %.ur.Qsru l.r 
•• hi? hero, :" . '■ r.r. :t:?. 1: thrcifi.ou: li'.s p-cir, to 
*' hefi d It... •:. .crtCtr, :i..v,rg i: alvrtv:. in vitw, 
•• :.\-r.'i e.Uc:i. ':.-.i <■ ■'eu for wi.a: he pcriuiais 

'' .•..::'. Qui iiii" ls*»"» Ja-^er, 

Aitcad 
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Attend the ftern reply. Then Phenix rofe ; 
(Down his white beard a ilream of forrow flows) 
And while the fate of fuff'ring Greece he mourn'dyjdo 
With accent weak thefe tender words returned. 

Divine Achilles ! wilt thou then retire, 
And leave our hofts in blood, our fleets on fire ? 
If wrath fo dreadful fill thy ruthlcfs mind. 
How (hall thy friend, thy PImuiix^ day bchiwi ? ^^^ 

The 

V. 565. ^ow Jhall iky friend^. thy Phoenix, y^/7;' he^ 
}iind?\ This is a ftrong argument to p?rfuade .Achilles 
to ftay, but drefled up in the utmoft tendernefs : the 
venerable old man rifes with tears in his eyes, nnd 
fpeaks the language of affection. " He tells him that he 
would not be left behind him, tbough the Gods would 
free him from the burthen of old age, and reflore him 
to his youth : but in the midft of fo much fondnefs-, he 
couches a powerful argument to perfuade him not to 
return home, by adding that his fatner fent him to be 
his guide and guardian. Phanix ought not therefore 
to follow the inclinations of Achilles^ but^c/}///fj the 
dire<5lion3 cS Ph(pnix* Euflathiuu 

" The art of this fpeech o{ Phot nix (fays Dionxfius^ 
K^^h Icyr.yiMrw^riVtiv^ lib. I.) confilh in hir Teeming to 
•* agree with all that Achilles had fdid : AckilLs^ he 
•* fees, will depart, and he muft go al:;ng wrih him ; 
** but in alfigning the reafons why he muO g'> wih him, 
** he proves that Achilles oui;htiiotto depart. And 
** thus while he feems only to (hew his love to his pupil 
*' in his inability to ftay behind him, he indeed chaN 
** lenges the o;her*s gratitude for the benefits he had 
** conferred upon him in his infancy ar«d education. At 
*' the fame lime that he moves Achilles, he gratifies 
•• Airamemmn\ and that this was the real defign which 
** he difguifed in that manner, we are inform d by 
" Achilles himfelf in the rep'y he makes: for 11: yr. r 
'* and all the authors that treat'of this figure. g^ii»r. \\v 
*• contrive it fo, that the anfwers, made to thefe kind > f 
** fpeeche-, difcover all the act and ftiufture of them. 
•* Achilles therefore afks him, 

** Is it for him thefe tears are taught to flow ? 

•* For hi'u tliefe forrows ; for Uiy mortal iot \ 

!» You 
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The royal Pektuy when from Phtbia^z coaft 

He fcnt thee early to th* jfchaian hoft ; 

Thy youth as then in fage debates unfkill'd. 

And new to perils of the direful field : 

He bade me teach thee all the ways of war ; 570 

To fhine in councils, and in camps to dare. 

Never, ah never let me leave thy fide ! 

No time fhall part us, and n» fate divide. 

Not tho* the God, that breath'd my life, rcftore 

The bloom T boafted, and the port I bore. 575 

When Greece o£ old beheld my youthful flames, 

(Delightful Gr^fr^, the land of lovely dames,) 

My father, failhlefs to my mother's arms, 

Old as he was, ador'd a Granger's charms. 

I try^i. 

•"* You fee the fcholar reveals the art and dlflimulation 
•* of his matter; and ^s Phanix had recountei the be- 
•* ntfits done him, he rakes off that expolluL-.tion by 
** promiling to diviue his empire with him, as may be 
*■* leen in the fame anfwer ** 

V, 567. Hefpntthee early to iJi Achaian hq/i.'\ Ach'tl- 
leSy (fays Eu/iaihius) according to fome of the ancients, 
was out twelve years old when he went to the wars of 
Troy ; {irsfjt.Tri vvtfiov) an. I it may be gat h -red from 
what the Poet here relates of the education of Achilles 
under Phcenijc^ that the fable of his being tutored by 
Chiron was tiie invention of latter ages, and unknown 
to Homer, 

Mr. /^^/p,. in his article of AchiU:s^ has verv well- 
proved this. He might indeed, as he grew up, hav.c- 
learned mufic and phyfic of Chiron ^ without having him 
formally as his tutor ; for it i.> plain fiom this fpeeth 
that he was under the dirediion of Phceiiix as his go- 
vernor in morality, when his fr.ther [enc him along 
with him to the hege of7'rqy. 

V. 578, My father y fait hi fs to my mother* s arms, &c.] 
Homer has been blamed fjr introducing two long florijes 
into this fpeech of Phamx ; this concerning himfelf is 
faid not to be in the proper place, and whAXAchil/es 

mult 
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I try'd what youth could do (at her dcfirc) 580 
To win the damfel, and prevent my fire. 
My fire with curfes loads my hated head. 
And cries, " Ye furies. ! barren be his bed. 
Infernal ^ove^ the vengeful ^ends below, 
And ruthlefs Proferpinef confirm'd his vow* ^^^ 

Defpair 

muf! needs have heard over and over : it alfo gives 
(fay the^) a very ill impreffion of Phanix himfelf, and 
makes him appear a very unfit perfon to be a teacher of 
morality to the young hero. It is anfwered, that though 
Achilles might have known the ftory before in general, 
it is probable Photnix had not till now fo prefling an 
occafion to make him dilcover the excefs his fury had 
tranfported him to, in attempting the life of his own 
father: the vshole ftory tends to reprefent the dreadful 
ctFe^s of paflion : ancl I canitot but think the example 
h rhemore forcible, as it is drawn from his own expe- 
rience. 

V, 581. To wtn the damfel,'] The counfel that this 
morher gives to her fon Phanix is the fame that AchU 
tophcl%3i\e. to Ahfalom to hinder him from ever being 
Tcconciled to Da'vid, Et ait Achitophd ad Ahfalom: 
jyigredere ad concubinas pains /«/, quas dimi/tt adcuf- 
todiendam domum^ ut cum audierit omnis Jfrael quod 
fseda'veris patrem tuum^roborentur Hcum manus eorum» 
a Sam. 14 20. Dacier, 

V. 58 !• Prevent my Jire.'\ This decency of Homer is 
worthy obfervation, who to remove all the difagreeable 
ideas v\hich might proceed from this intrigue of Phanix 
with his father's miilrefs, took care togire us to under- 
li:<nd in one fingle word, that Amyntor had no fliare 
in her afre<St;ons, vihich makes the ailion of Phetnix the 
. more excufable He does it only in obedience to^ his 
mother, in order to reclaim hi? father, and -oblige him 
t) live like her hufband : befides his father had yet 
no commerce with this miftrefs to whofe love he pre- 
tended. Had it b^n otherwife, and had Phoenix com- 
mitted this fort of incert. Homer would neither have 
pitfented this image to his reader, nor /V/ei^j chofen 
Phoenix to be governor to ^r/%///rj.^ Dncier, 

V. s^^ Infernal Jove."} Ihe Greekh (^*v%"riy.oC[Ay^\iCnr.q. 
The ancients gave the name of Jupiter not only to the 

God 
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Defpair and grief diftrad my lab'ring mixid ; 
Gods ! what a crime my impious heart defig^'d i 
I thought (but feme kind God that thought fupprcft) 
To plunge the poniard in m j father's bread : 

GoJ of heivcn, but likewife to the God of Hell, as fs 
fron pffre, a::*i :o the God of the fe.i, p.< appenrs from 
F'r/:) /us. They t h e; e b v m e s r; : to fii e w that one fo!e 
dsitv jLOVerned the worM ; and it "w^s to re.ich the fame 
truth, thst tr.'T ancient Itatuarlei mjdf-itatu*s cf Jupiter^ 
which h-;d three eve?. Priam had one of them in that 
manner in t'le court of his palace, v.hich was there in 
J fi'irrrcu'crs time: afrer the taking of Trqw \t hen the 
Gr::kSf (harrd the booty, it fell to S.*/icne/us's lot, who 
carried itino Greece, Dacier 

V. 586. D.ffuir a frig! :cf:iifiriiSf, kcj I have taken 
thf: liberty to replace here fourverfe* which Ariftarchui 
\. .d cjt out, b^cau'r of the h.">rrnr which the idea >5airc 
hiru of a Ton wh^'is g')ing *.) ki!I his father ; but perhr.ps 
A.- j/ttirchui's- rictntf? v- .s too great. Thefe reifct 
frre.^i t'lJ lyct'.r.ry, \\v\ have a vcrv good cffcfl ; for 
Puxni^'i ai.-o is to fticw .^ckiU-s^ thir u:lefs we over- 
come our wra:h, we v* >:xpcfe.i 'o co'nmitthe g^^are(l 
crin ('• : he v..i- g.iing ic Kill hi« o-.vn father. AchzUei 
ill tiie fan^c m^iiiier i' roir.e to l-^t his fn'her Phanix^ 
ai'.d .ill tl.'j GV. ks psrjfi-j. if he doe5 not pppeafe his 
\i:;ii!:. /V.V/.: .]; !C-l;it« >- 'b-fe fojr verier in hi.*- tieatife, 
orre::n':ne the Pntt^s ; ani a;id?, ** A.:/larc\:is^ fr-^^hted 
" atthi-- h >.-.".!)le cripif, cut out thefe verfcs; bvit'thty 
** no V ry At-jl \\\ thi place, ar.d on this occafion, 
•* Phc^.-.i.: i:ite:^d"n;r ro f!:*w AchliLs wli.it ••vr.ith 19, 
•• a:.i tJ ^l:At ab«>rninab!e exAieiresic h'.irrics ni-n, who 
** do rot ^ber re.ifoM, and who rtf'ire to folio.-, the 
•' co'-i'ifcis of'thcfe ihut aciviTe them." Th-^r^ fori of 
cu:ta'.l!rigs f.011 fliimr^ often cD:itiar» to all renfon, 
^ive rooai to Luc'mn to fe'gn that, being in the f.^rtu- 
nate ifl'ind*:, h'^ ailitd Homer a gre-.t many Cjueliions. 
Among other hinj;- (fiy-^ he ** in hi^ fecoi'.d ' ouk of 
*• his true hifi.iry; I afried him v^hethcr i;e pad made 
" all the \e. fes which had been rtjiilel in hi: poem ? 
•' he alfured mp ihf y .vere all his own, v.h'di n ;''ir nie 
•* laugh at the iinpsrtincnt and bold criicifms <:f Zcno- 
** dorus TiUi AriJUi.-cLus^ who haa retu;: thjd chiiii.'* 
Dacier* 

Then 
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Then meditate my flight ; my friends in vain 590 
With pray'rs entreat me, and with force detain ; 
On fat of rams, black bulls, and brawny fwine, 
They daily fcaft, with draughtsof fragrant wine : 
Strong guards they plac'd, and watch'd nine nightf 

entire : 
The roofs and porches flam'd with conftant fire. 595 
The tenth, I forc'd the gates, unfeen of all; 
And favoured by the night, o'crkap'd the walL 
My travels thence thro* fpacioiis Greece extend : 
In Pkihia's court at laflr my labours end* 
Your fire rcceiVd me, as his fon carefs'd, 600 

With gifts enrich'd, and with poficffions blefs'd. 
The ftrong Doloplans thenceforth own'd my reign, 
And all the coaft that runs along the main. 
By love to thee his bounties I repay M, 
And early wifdom to thy foul conveyed : 60$ 

Great as thou art, my lefTons made thee brave, 
A child I took thee, but a hero gave. 
Thy infant breatt alike affcdion (how'd : 
StiU in my arms (an everpleafing load) 
Or at my knee, by Pbcmix wouldft thou (land ; 610 
No food was grateful but from Phanix^ hand, 
I paft my watchings o*er thy helplefs years, 
The tender labours, the compliant cares; 

The 

V. S\l' 1 paft my 'waichmsrs o*p.r thy hefphfs years.] 
In 'he original of this place j^/ifl»;?ijirtdls ^chiiks^ that 
as he placed him in his infancy on his lap, he has nflen 
c aft up the ^wine he 'iind drank upon his cloaihs, I wifh 
1 had any authority to fay thefe verfes were foifted into 
the text : for though the idea be intended natural, it 
muft be granted to be fo very grofs as to be utterly un- 
Y, oiiUy 01 Homer ; nor do I lee any colour to foften the 

meanefs 
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The Gods (I thought) revet6'4 their hard deere^ 
And Phanix felt a father's joy in thee : 6 15 

Thy growing virtues juftlfy'd my cares. 
And promised comfort to my lilver hairs. 
Now be thy rage, thy fatal rage refign'd ; 
A cruel heart ill fults a manly mind : 
The Gods (the only great, and only wife) 620 

Are mov'd by ofPrings, vows and facrificc ; 
0£Fendinnr man their high compaiTion win8>. 
And dally pray'rs atone for daily fins* 
Prayers are jfove^s daughters, of celeftial race. 
Lame are their feet, and wrinkled is their face ; 625 

Witb 

wearefs of it: fuch images, in any ajje or country, rauftr 
have been too naufcous to be dtfcribed. 

V. 624. Pray'rs are Jovt's davghijers.'] Nothings can be- 
more beautiful, noble, or religious, than this divme alle- 
gory. We have here GoJdeifes of Homer's creation;, 
he fets before U3 their pi^ilures in lively colours, and 

fives thefe fancied beings all the features that refeni- 
le mankind who offer injuries, or have recourfe ta 
prayers. 

Prayers are faid to be the daughters of Jove becaufe 
It is he who teaches man to pray. They are lame» 
becaufe the |»o(ture of a fuppliantis with his knee on 
theground. i'ht^y are wrinkled, becaufe thofe that pray 
have a countenance of dej.flion and furrow. 1 heir 
eyes are turned afuie, becaufe throuc^h an awful regard 
to heaven they dare not lift them thither. I'hey follow 
A/e or Injury^ becaufe nothing but prayers can atone fos 
tlio wrongs that are offered bv the injurious. Ai^ is 
faid to be flron^and fwift of foot, {sfc. becaufe injuri- 
ous men are fwift to do mifchief. 'I his is the explana- 
tion of Eu/iaihiiis^ with whom Dacicr agrees ; but when 
Ihe allows the circumftance of lamentfs to intimate the 
cuf^om of kneeling in prayer, (he forget? that this con- 
tradicts her own aftertionin one of the remarks on Iliad 7. 
v here (be affirnifs that no fuch cuftom was u Ted by the 
Greeks. And indeed the con'rary feems inferred in 
feveral places of //o.'Wfr, particularly where Achilles fays 
in the 6o8thverfe of the eleventh hook, T/ie Qittk^/haU 

Jiand 
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With humble mein and with dejeAcd eyes, 

Conftant they follow, where InjuJHce flies : 

Injufiice fwift, ereft, and unconfinM, ^ 

Sweeps the wide earth, and tramples o'er mankind, C 

While Pray*rSy\o heal her wrongs, move flowbehind. j 

Wlio hears thefe daughters of almighty Jvue^ 6^ I 

For him they mediate the throne above : 

When man rcjc£^8 the humble fuit they make, 

The fire revenges for the daughters fake ; 

From Jon}e commiilion'd, fierce Injuftice then 635 

Defcends, to punifti unrelenting men* 

Oh let not headlong paiiion bear the fway ; 

Thefe reconciling Goddeflcs obey : 

Due honours to the feed of yove belong ; 

Due honours calm the fierce> and bend the ilrong. 640 

Were thefe not paid thee by^ the terms we bring. 

Were rage ftill harbour'd in the haughty King, 

Nor Greece^ nor alljber fortunes, fhould engage 

Thy fiiend to plead againft fo jufl a rage. 

But 

J^and round his knees fvppVtcaiing to kirn. The phrafcs 
in that la^guJig^r, t*^at fignify praying, are derived from 
the knee of the perfon to whom thev fupplicated. 
- A mojern author iraaghies Aie to fignify di'vine 
Juflicc \ a notion in which he is fingle, and repugnant fo 
ali the IVIythoIogilts. Befides the whole context in this 
place, and the very appliratlon of the allegory to the 
prefent cafe o^ Achilles, whom he exhorts to be moved 
by prayers, notvvithiianding the injuiiice done him by 
^gamemnoh^ makes the contrary evi<jenr. 

V. 6^3. Nor Greece, nor all her fortunes] P/aiom 
the third book of his RepuWic, condemns thi^ paff'age^ 
and thinks it very wrong that Phanix (Von; 1 fay to 
Achilles, that if they did not otter him great f)refents, he 
would not advife him to be appeafed : But I think there 
is fome injuOice in thii cenfure, and that Plato has not 
rightly entered into the fenfe oi Phanix ^ whouoesnot 

lojk 
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But fince what honoar aiks^ the Gen'ral fends, 645 
And fends by thofe whom moll thy heart coczcneadsy 
The beft and noble ft of the Grecian train ; 
Permit nut thefe to fue, and fue in vain ! 
Let me ( :ny foo ) an ancient facl unfold, 
A great example drawn from times of old ; 6^0 

Hear 

look upon thefe prsfenCi on the fide of Interefi, but ho- 
no'^r as a mark of ^'iga.:ismnoK*s rcpentarce, and of the 
f^r^fiii^ion he is read} to make: wheref.-re he fay% 
th.it honour has a n:.^h:y pOAer over great fpirits. 
Daciir, 

V. 64S. Permit not ihtfe io fue^ an f fue in tain '] In 
the original it Is— t«» lA ci y» fu)>fib; i^*y^vi Mi}^ voht^. 
^>I am pretty confiaent there is net ;t'iiy manner of 
fpeakii.g like this ufed throughout all Homer ; nortno 
Subit^ntives fo oddly coupled to a Verb, as /^udon 
and w»^a« in this pljce, U e n^ay indeed meet with 
f u c h 1 1 1 1 1 e arf t fta t ■ ons in ^•.V,— Auriga.-n p^f iiir ani^ 
rfiifue rciij^u:, Expitht^ :'d the like ; bu" the tafte 
of tne ancients in general wa-'-tOD goo.i fo; th'-fc fooleries. 
I mull hr.ve Itavc to iMr.k ll'.e veils Mr.ss reaxr, {<,v. 
hw inTerpolatioii ; the fc:^.fe is comp!f-rit without ii, and 
the latter part of the IIi.s -^-^ ^- '^r; siu.trrzlcf 
mXr^Xayjaif fi.em.> but a "aut^-icgy, af:er v-hat is 
fjid in tiici'X vtife-. prfceJiiij;'. 

V. 649. :.ti JTi, v.-^-y^'-'. *'•■•■ r.K:-:r.: faFt :irf:Lir^ Prur- 
r/V, fa)'s Z'.it;:u'::-, livi Jo.vn.as tb? toi aiartcr. of 
hi< Itory, th.t j^rcat m-jr. i:i f.);-\itr a^^es were alwavs 
sjipcile.-l by pitf- ; !? ai: i si::.^a:iri; ::r..i ro confirm 
this pofHiun, he bir-^j }Ii.\.::\"ai an inllance : but 
it may he objected tlu: M:.\i7^t.- wa* an ill chofen in- 
lUnce, bting a p:;rfv>n whom 1.0 intrcatiesco-jld move. 
The fiperlhuilj.e of this liory fce:us r.o: to agree with 
the foundhtion. Eu//u:-iiiu folveo :ijs ditnculty thus. 
Homer did not intend to give an ir.iiance of a hero's 
compliance wirh the intreatiesof his- fiiend*, but tolhevr 
that they, who did notcompi/, were futlerers the m- 
feives in the end. So tiiac the con:icCtlo:i of the Ito.y is 
thu-= ; The htr »es of former time.> were uled always to 
be won by p:elentsand entreaties; .\/o'/t'^^i7- only was 
ubiiiuate, aud futlered becaufe he was fo. 

The 
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Hear what our fathers were, and what their praife. 
Who conquered their revenge in former days^ 

Where Calydon on rocky mountains ftands, 
CTnce fought th' Mtolian .and Curetian bands ; 
To guard it, thofe, to conquer, thcfe advance ; 655 
And mutual deaths were dealt with mutual chance. 
The filver Cynthia bade Contention rife, 
In vengeance of neglected facrifice ; 
On Oeneus* fields fliefent a monftrous boar. 
That level'dharvefts, and whole forefts tore : 660 
This bead (when many a chief his tufl<shad flain) 
Great Meleager ilretch'd along the plain. 
Then, for his fpoils, a new debate arofe. 
The neighbour nations thence commencing foes. 
Strong as they were, the bold Curetes fail'd, 66$ 

While Mekager'^ thund'ring arm prevaiPd : 
Till rage at length inflam'd his lofty breafl, 
(For rage invades the wifeft and the heft ) 

Curs'd by ^Althaa^ to his wrath he yields, 
And in his wife's embrace forgets the fields. 670 
" (She from Marpejffa (pvungf divinely fair, 
" AndmatcWefs Idd'sf more than man in war ; 
« The Godof day ador'd the mother's charms ; 
« Againft the God tlie father bent his arms : 

The length of this nnrratron cannot bt taxfd as un- 
feafonabl^*, it was at full lei lure in the tent, and in the 
nigiit, a time of no aftion. Y«-t I c?nnot anfwer but 
the tale may be' tedlouf to a nnodern reader. 1 have 
Iranliated it therefore with all poffible ihortnefs, as will 
appear ufion a compaiifun. The piece itfelf is very va- 
luable, as if preferves to us a part of annent hiftory that 
had other wife been entirely lolt^ as Sluintilian has* re- 
marked. 'ITic fame great Critic commends Homers 
manner of relating it : Narrate quis Jgntficantius po- 
ffft^ qiam qui Curetum ^tohtumjue pretita exponit f 
iih.''ioc, I. . 
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■• T'.v iM:-^id zuir. ihiiir 'I : it?:ws ta praclsoni, 67 J 

•* J-^m I.t't^uirri jharrrr'i '-'i^s iaujtiter'i oamc, 

* A. Ill nll'i JJ^^rrtdz 1 aame :o (how 

•* T':c iitiitjri r-'er, -lie Taounlag' aiotiicr'j woe.) 

To liir: :he chief rrrir i r-ixn ".lira dehat;, 

E'^ rc'ind ac pe^cs fi-:tn acrc^ ^-i'zhic^^ hate: 63« 

Ahi2^\ ha:i :*:i* unhappy wirr!cr irsw, 

Waofe luoklefs hand his r J71I incle ilew ; 

She beat the ^raund, and call'd the pawets beneath 

Oa her cwn foa :3 wrtak her brcthcr's death: 

HcU heard her curvis frcm the realaa profound, 685 

And the red nends that walk the aighdj round. 

In nin ^taLi ter dch'v'rer wait?, 

"War (hakes her walls, and th^iaden at her gatci. 

She fcnt erabaffadors, a chofen ban-i, 

Priefla of the G ids, and eiders of ihe land ; 690 

Etfough? the chief to fave the flaking ffatc : 

The:r prav'rs -Jirsre urgent, and their proffers great : 

(Full fifty acres of the richell ground. 

Half padiire green, and half with vin'yards crown'd.) 

Hii fupplijnt faiher, ag'd ^neas^ came ; 6^^ 

Hia lulcra fcillow'd : even the vcngefiJ dame 

AlthfCL flies ; his friends before Lina fall : 

He (lacdi rdcntlcfs, and rejects 'em all. 

V. (rr- A!r.yor.e ; a name tc /^-rot', ;?cc.] It appears 
(f.ys M v.iim Daciif) by thi= paJaj^e, and oy others al- 
rea iy obf-rved, rliit the G^. e-.^y oJFcen gave r.a.-nes, as 
did ic.fi Hihrcrjj:^ no- only v^i h rcfpcCt to the circum- 
ftdiicf:* b:-t likeAife to the pcciieits, which h^tppened 
to :ri.' f-« hfisand mothers of thofe they named : Thus 
Ci^'Opat^a id Ciiled Aic\onr\ from the lameiiration> of 
h«r rr.ofluT. 1 cannot but think this digreifioii con- 
ccri.in^ lias and Maipfjfj too long, and not «ery much 
to the pjrp^fc, 

Meaa 
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Mean while the viAor's ftiouts afccnd the ikie« ; 
The walls are fcal'd ; the rolling flames arifc ; 706 
At length hi8 wife (a form divine). appears. 
With piercing cries, and fupplicating tears ; 
She paints the horrors of a coDqucr'd town. 
The heroes flain, the palaces o'ertlirown. 
The matrons ravifti'd, the whole race cnflavM . 705 
The warrior heard, he vanquifh'd, and he fav'd. 
Th* J£iolianjf long difdain'd, now took their turn, 
And left the chief their broken faith to mourn. 
Learn hence, betimes to curb pernicious ire. 
Nor flay, till yonder fleets afcend in fire : 710 

Accept 

v. 703 She paints the horrors of a conquer* d town, 
The hcrocsJJain^ iht palaces ^erihrorwn^ 
The matrons ra'v't/bd^ the 'whole race enfiav*d,'^ 

It is remaikable with what art Homer herein a few 
words fums up the miferies of a city taken by aflault. 

It had been unpardonable for Cleopatra to have made 
a long reprefentation ro Meleagcr of thefe miferies, 
when every moment that kept him from the battle could 
not be fpared. It is alfo to be oblervjMi how perfcdlly 
the features of Mcleager referable Achilles \ they are 
both brave men, ambitious of glory, both of them dc- 
fcribed a* giving vr6>ory to their fveral armies while 
they fought, and both of them implacable in iheir re- 
fentment. Eujffaihius. 

V. 7ft. Achilles's anpwer to PhcBnix.] The charriSler 
o^ Achilles is excellentlv fuflained in all his fpeeches : 
To Vl\ffcs he returns a flat denial, and threatens to leave 
the Ttojun fliores in the morning . I'o Phctnix he gives 
a much gentler anfwer, and begins to mention Aga^ 
memnon wirh lefs difrefpeet 'Arpit^ji »»f«»*. Khtr Ajax 
had rpoke«n, he feems determined not 10 depart, but yet 
refufcsto bear arms, till he \^ to defend his own fqua- 
oron. 'lima Achilles's character is every \Ahere of a 
piei e : He begins to yi?ld, and not to have doi^e fo, 
would not have fpoke him a man; to have made him 
peife6lly inexorable, hadflicwn him a moiifler. Thus 
the Poet draws ^the heat of hii palRon cooling by flow 



= *! "iCi 1. 2 : 1 : JL T- ». II- 



T":' f-.rpi. :r:- :'~; :r«:. zm .":;r: r^-f 3 

VTi^'zf^'i -vm ."ic-T "r^r-.j »-irzx srr bra5. 
Is*: ■':-• : - -.'.t'-. itim.'^'JLZzzzzz f-rr-. 



t: 



M. -. -.11 :- r^f- .-c-T-;.': i :: .-V:\^/5 :e=:per, nor 
T^ -f-i;-'5 f^T'riri- --^. ": -^rr— ': TrrJi ra»e been 
f-r.:- £ :. - ^ -Vr r - Tir::-§ f-rri -:- groceit 

-r,.-; £-:.— ::■>---? r^::r a — s ct^i: dcil of 
Pk:^:-^- :r — :--r - ^;:i: :: ^-f :.:..- irc.ud- a for: 
rfm f. -'- :- -; --^ : :: .-ztrMTZ: Frr :: f:=:©- 

^■f^-; '.-'r; - .";"-■ ■- ?— •*- >: = ^-- :r:r|f5. 
▼ :■ cr. ------- '-^ t: :e r^..--. ^rr. r i r. to ciery bciv, 

irCdz z: - ■ •-.- :'-^r:. i.-- r: . •* - .': :'r*;- :-.?p-fe:%e5 co 
r -: t - - £c. .: : : - . « n v r.. cr. : = -r c*.:- : rd r y tr : fe orJr 
V r.-. rs.-.e 7.^- •■-;•' t «: c _\.h !? fe- :r.f rjch tl-e oMcu- 
r>v 1 *^ ■ •. i : -:- O ■ . * ..- cf:; V« - k 5 i: ■ j - Lv.cV ; and 
hoi V ': r ' p • J - e X . : r.! fr r* - ? v : h g : • ?. : exi =: p! es of en- 
tr. jf: . i : -^ ^? - ' ; ■" "= --1 "^ •"=■•-'"; -" -"" a ^^'-^- -c ^sr. fe. Here 
»<n;ar:;fz:; > >e :/«»: .-sV-l ■.--.•' :. !':eaL.rs a verv fimple 
arc CO. r. men ri-.r.jj. f „.-**.► lis v.itrcj: :..::. king cf:t, ih^: 
hii ab'j-eo ■ -ha*, f^i'il fhcre ■■ -.;: e^-. .jl :.-- coi-rfc cf his 
life, ard coi/tCucDtly that he fri.i-! d'cTler-: Mid this 
rf'-.ublft n:iir.:r'^ gi\ti a ft::i.i.:t j.::^f^:e tv L:t reader. 

Ore 
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One (hould our int'refts and our pafiions be ; 

My friend mufl hate the man that injures me* 

Do this, my Phanixf 'tis a gen'rous part, 

And (hare my realms, my honours, and my heart. 750 

Let thefe return : our voyage, and our day. 

Reft undetermin'd till the dawning day. 

He ceas'd; then order'd for the /age's bed 
A warmer couch with numerous citpets fpread* 
With that, ftem jljax his long filence broke, 735 
And thus, impatient, to Ulyjes fpoke. 

Hence let us go — why wafte we time in vain ? 
See what effe6t our low fubmifHons gain ! 
Lik'd, or not lik'd, bis words we muft relate. 
The Greeks expedi them, and our heroes wait. 740 
Proud as he is, that irpn-heart retains 
Its ftubborn purpofe, and his friends difdains. 
iStcrn, and unpitying ! it a brother bleed. 
On juft atonement, we remit the deed ; 
A fire the flaughter of his fon forgives ;. 7^^ 

The price of blood difcharg'd, the muid'rc: lives : 

The 

V. 7 J7. ^he Speech '/Ajax.] I have before <'|viken of 
rhi:- (bort foldier-like f[H'<:ch of J3Jux\ D'ionj/:'us of 
Halicarnaffus fays of it, '* That the pftrfon v»ho en- 
•* treats iTQolt, and with njoft liberty, vn ho fupplic^rcs 
*' moll, and prclfes moll, is Ajax,** It is prcuaole that 
Jljax fifes up when he Ipenks th<j word, let us eo. He' 
does not vouchfdfe to addref- himfeit to ^r/^/77^j, but 
turns hiirftilf to C/^'j, and fjvtaks with a nuruai elo- 
quence. 

V. 746. T.he price of blood difchnyo^d ] Jt was the 
cuflom for the rMurderer to go into Can (buwijt «>ne year, 
but if the rebtions vf ihf peifon m'.rtheicd were wiU 
ling, the criminal, by payinK ^^^em a ceitam fine, mij»ht 
buy off the exile, and re xain athome. (It may rot be 
amifs to obferve, that «©^»», fi^/7yf.fs»3j, p optrlyfig- 
VoL, II. Ai \^&v«^ 
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The baugbticft bents at kngth their rage refign^ 
And gifu can conquer eFcry ioul but thine : 
The Gods that uxuvknting breaft have fteel'd. 
And cursM thee with a mind that canaot yield. 7-J0 
0.)r woman ilave vas ravifli'd iinom thy arms : 
Lo, lVv*n arc ofErr'd, aad of equal charms. 
Thrn hear, ^bilicj / be of better mind ; 
Revcnc thy roof, and to thy guefts be kind^ * 
Ani know the men, of all the Grecian hoft; jgg 
Who honour worth, aod prize thy yalomr moft. 

Oh iVhiI of battles and thy people's guide! 
(To-f-»A I bus lhe«rft ofGrcth reply'd) 
AVcU bifl thou fpoke; but at the tyrant's name 
My x^ge u kindles, and my foul's on £ame: ^^q 

r. ■= f* :; -r u' :^ i^ * - f csr r: ard er , ) jirax fums up thii: ar* 
j;u ver : u !:':» -* S.-i-'- ^^?-- --^i ttrpn^Th : Wc fee, favs he, 
.1 !^ro: 'fr •".>:»:•*;• :he r.M:rier of hi> brorher, a father 
t ■:•::*:* 1 ■ ^ Jor. "; B u : -^■.- :.-.'./ f >k : : 1 r o: forg i re the i n jury 
v.-'.iic-o l.-'.i: S tiling a\va> one c^-ve waiuaji. Euf' 

"v.'-c^ ,?-•:•»«• .';/:--, *:':.:{- f.\i'^uf,9sle kirn/.] 
}' . t'.. ::.... ;aTs :hfrc != f.^-Tf d:!]?.-uhy in the ongir.al 
c : : >. 1 > f '.; : ? . ^^ h y fV. . i: '. J .n'-.: v J r .1 w an a r g u -n e 11 1 to 
5. :;.:fnc; .-.V::."."..' :y ru::":rc hni jp. niird to reverence 
i : > o A :'. b - V. : a: on ? " Ih e : - :: t r ;^j r t of the ver fc ex - 
]' \lr> l:? tVr-'-.fr: V.>. f'v; .r*r.?x', are under voar 
1 . .: f . n :^ d 1 ;? r : i at y r -^ref: .: ? fro m a r v i ! 1 ufa ge ; *f end 
J > r.r: .iatvY f.o.nayojr l.o.; e -.virh crt-rrj**, \\ho c;une 
i. ::.trr r.s f. irrvi^', i:> r-rr."j3r.:?, s? enibuiraior?. 

V. -^9-. ::;.V :.. r ;.: ".;. ■^% .--/ .;/ r.i/ fyns^f's k.z^* 
;J I . .. , ■• ' ■• . ■: ■•" -■ • ] ^^' • •"' ^ * t" be.— I he true ]:'»it i!re of 
• »■ -' i^-y -^-i^. -T^*^"* i"iohirfr c.»n be bftr?r i-n-i^ired :o 
) :-; ^h: c n' </t . . . . /. /> ^^ rs! b ; li .• o \\ r. > :h.: t r ea fori wi i 1 in- 
*". ...e him to r. lecor.cil'a ir.n. but his anger is too jjrrat 



but 5»J#^ — .-wj^ «. v»w*,v* I.14CI 

M|^^bra!:rp ihty f^v our iii^o their ufual exrravcg^nce. 
^% 'Tig 
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*Ti8 juft rcfentment, and becomes the brave; 

Difgrac'd, diflionoifr'd, like the vUefl Have I 

Return then, heroes ! and our.anrwer bear. 

The glorious combat ia po more my care f. 

Not till amidH yon' finking navy flain^ 765 

The blood of €h'fielt fball dye the lable main 5 

Not till the flames, by HeSor's fiiry thrown, 

Coivfume yx>ax velTels, and^proach my own ; 

Jud there, th' impetuous homicide (hall ftand, 

T here ceafc hia. battle, andthere feel our hand. 7 70 

This faid, each Prince a double gpblet crawn'd, 
And cad a large libation on the ground ; 
Then to their veffds,. thro? the gloomy (hades. 
The chiefs return ; divine UlyjJjM leads. 
Meantime Achilles* (laves prepAv'd a bed, 775 

With fleeces, carpctSyand foft linen fpread : 
There, till the facred morn reflor'd the day. 
In fl umbers fwcet the rev'rend Phanix lay. 
But in his iniier tent, an ampler fpace, 
Achilles /flept; and in his warm embrace 78© 

Fair Diomede of the Lejhtcui race. 
Laft, for Patrochs was the couch prcp:ar'c3, 
Whi)fe nightly joys the beauteous fphis fhar' J : 
Achilles to his friend confign'd her charms. 
When Sryros fell before his conqu'ring arms. 7(^5 

And nowtlT* clc6led chiefs wht)m Greece had feat, 
PafsM thro' the hofts, and reach'd the royul tent. 
Then rifing all, with goblets in their hands. 
The peers, and leaders of th* Acha'ian bauds' 
Hail'd their return : Airides firll begufl. 7^0 

Say what fuccefi ? divine Laertes* fon I 

M 2 AcLiliej' 



] 



Z6i homer's ILIAD. B. IX. 

^chUks^ high refolves declare to all ; 
Returns the chief, or muft our navy fall ? 

Great King of nations I [Ithaau reply 'd) 
Fixt is his iriath, unconquerM is his pride ; 79 j 
He (lights thy friendlhip, thy propofals fcorns. 
And tlius implor'd, with fiercer fury bums. 
To fave our army, and cur fleets to free, 
Is not his care ; but left to Greece and thee. 
Your eyes (hall view, when morning paints the fky," 
l^eneath his oars the whitening billows fly, 801 

Us too he bids our oars and fails employ^ 
Nor hope the fall of heav'n-prote£\ed Troy ; 
But Jo^^ o*ei (hades her with his arm divine, 
Tnfpires her war, and bids her glory fhine. 805 

Such was his word: what farther he declarM, 
Thefe facred heralds and great jljax heard. 
But Phxtus in his lent the chief retains, 
i^ate to lianfpoit him to his native plains, 
AVhen morning dawns : if other be decree, 8 10 

His age is facred, and bis choice is fiee. 

\. Sr5. S^ch 'i\u:s his -ii'v/.] It may be afked here 
why ^'l*J/^i ipt^aks only of the aiifwer whhch Achilles 
iWAilt hm ai nrll, and lays nothing of thedirpofitionto 
\\h\d\ the difcour'"es of PJ.eeKix and Ajax had brought 
him. The oueliion is eafily aufwered; it is becaufe 
^■tc/::/'cS is ooninart in his refentmenr j and that, if at 
lep^ih a little moved by P.heenix, and Aiaken by yjjax^ 
he fcemed d fpcfed to t.ike a>m?, it is not out or regard 
to the GffckSf tut only to fave his own fquadron, when 
I/cJlort after having put the Greeks ro the fv\ord, fhall 
come to ii.fiilt it. '1 hus this inflexible m..n abates no- 
thing of his r»ige. It is therefore prudent in llijffes to 
make this report to /Jganumnon^ to rhe end thai being 
|iut out of hopes cf the aid with v>hich he flaittred him- 
felf, he may concert with the leaders of the army the 
meafures nec-.irary to fave lus fl.et and troops. 'Euf- 
iaihius, 

Ulyfu 
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Uiylfes ceasM : the great Achaian hoft, 
With forrow feiz'd, in confternation loft, 
Attend the ftern reply. Tydides broke 
The gen'ral filence, and undaunted fpoke. 815 

Why (hoiild we gifts to proud Achilles fend ? __ 
Or ftrive with pray'rs his haughty foul to bend ? 
His country's woes he glories to deride, 
And pray'rs will burft that fwelling heart with pride. 
Be the fierce impulfe of his rage obey'd ; 820 

Our battles let him, or defert, or aid ; 
Then let him arm whca Jovt or h« think fit \ 
That to his madoefs, or to heav'n commit ; 
What for ourftlvea we can, is always ours ;. 
This night, let due repaft refrefli our pow'rs ; 825 
( Jor ftrength confifts iu fptrits and in blood, 
And thofe are ow'd to gen'rous wine and food) 
But when the rofy meffenger of day 
Strikes the blue mountains with her golden ray, 
Rang'd at the (hips, lei all our (i:]uadrons (hine, 830 
In flaming arms, along extended line ; 
In the dread front let great Atrides ftand,. 
The firft in danger as in high command. 

Shouts of acclaim the lift'ning heroes raife. 
Then each to heav'n the due libations pays ; 855 
Till fleep, defcending o'er the tents, bellows 
The grateful bleffings of defir'd repofe. 

V. 816. Wkyjhould we gifts, &c.] This fpeech is ad- 
mirably adapted to the charadler of Diomed \ every 
word IS animated with a martial courage, and worthy 
to be delivered b^ a gallant foldicr. He advifed flght- 
\r\% in the beginning of the book, and continues ftiU in 
opinion ; and he is no ;nore concerned at the fpeech 
of Achilles now, than he was at that of Agamemnon 
before. 

M3 '^Vw^ 
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Tte ARGUMENT. 

TI;e Ni-ht Adventure of Dicmed and Ulj/fej. 

T 



FON .*:•* r.fiful of Achilles to rttarn U the mrmy^ ik 

Hjs^i.i Tj r:j' rv,tt v'u^-r, ivJ ^t^'j thmugb iht eamip^ inttckhg 
the iLj-.-v-i. :tJ ,■} .iri-v/H-r ^i fylout mcth^dafir tb€ ^Mie fafitj* 
7.T^;.s:!aiw, Xwllcr, Ur>-{L:^, omJ Dlfijn^d, «/« tmpUgii ut 
''l'*;f Jo* »^? "/ .-jc i-in.^-.-*/. T^'*;; «/i rf g«tji4li rf war. Mi 

Cfi/fl^-^'-r <«»-r tau9ii<iM4, Diooc d M^frAtficr lA** hmttrimtt ' 

t:.,ir ^.Jtj^ tl/'SyfirfriMd DoIock« ta£«ii FLdcr i4^J«t# mslik 
iT^i^M »> li/ .'rfrtt/ £,''<it Grecian!, /i-aw *m *ftrjr *inr hfirmii 
•Jtht^ tf- J^ V* « '* f 5* Trcj 13 C5^ r^xUUry fvru^ mid fartinUrly 
«/RhJt;«, <W i&r I'hnciisf tt^ ttvr# /rfi*(jr arrivtJ, Tity 
fj/t 81 v:tbfijjf/t \ kiU Rhefuf, vnth Jrvtral •/hi* •JJittr*^ and 
/• *.':»• /amcju A:;.#r t/tiai Print*, Vii^b xciieh tL*y nturM m 
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J\ L L night the Chiefs before their veffcls lay, 

And loft in fleep the labours of the day : 

All but the King; with various thoughts opprcft, 

His country's cares lay rolling in his breaft. 

As when by light'nings Jov^s aetherial Pow'r 5 

Forettls the rattlinghaili or weighty (how'r, 

* It is obferv ible, fays Eu/fathlus^ that the Poet very 
artfully repairs the jofs of the laft day by this nofturnal 
firatageai ; and it is plain that fucb a contrivance was 
receUary : rhe army was difpirited, and ^fi;7/^j inflexi- 
ble ; bit by the fucceG of this adventure the fcale is 
turned in favour of the Grecians, 

V. 5 All but the King,^<:.'\ Ho/nerhcre, with a very 
fmall alteration, repeats the verfes which begin the fe- 
cond book : he introduces Agamemnon with the fanae 
pomp, as lie did Jupiter \ he afcribes to the one the 
lame watchfulnefs over men as the other exercifed over 
the gois, and Jcrve and Agamemnon are the only per- 
f )iis awake, while heaven and earth arc aflcep. £»/*• 
iathius, 

M 5 Or 
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Cr fends foft fnows to whiten al! ilic fhorri 

Or biilo lIic brazen lliroat of war to roar ; 

By fits ine liaih fuccecds as one expires. 

Anil licnv'n flames thick with momentary fires. lo 

So hi:r:l:;i;j freqMcnt from jitrulet^ hrcail, 

Si'iha following lij^s his ;mvaTT! fears confetl. 

>,\3w -rtr the selJs, dejected, he furveys. 

ITnim thouland Tronm tires the mounting blaze ; 

Hea;*3 in the palling wind their mufic blow, i j 

A::d markj viiillnct the voices oi the foe. 



V - 0'\ "7 ■!. ;■ ■ .. ■' .'"• , v. 1 z\3T, ] Scu:l^r >\i critici fna a irain ft 
:- .' p;:l".'isK? "M' :: niivrr .ij^hrens ,i}id l'::tiws at he lame 
»":-M-. ;• t'.ir; i;.;. ;./ --r-i^jj^i by ex::eri;.Mce. See li'j/^i 
xf-\\£ Epu poc:n, ..>- 3. L-. 7- and £./; .7j?i*3 r.cte on this 

V. ^. C- • -:.' - ■• ' .^ iiZct tir:a* o/" wj- /j roar.] 

Tl'.ere u^ '..::"c±:'.'.. j vsjy r-oble ar.d kUjlime iw this 
; u.»c* : z' : V : r -i-j:- '/Mr.zr 13 an -x*3'--Hion that very 
ri*.-\v.»".Iv r> ■^■-*-' ■■* -i'*? vjr.icioufr.eD uf vt.ir, an-l KJ^cs 
L.; » '. ve!v ! ic I -f .t -. ■'■*'■■:•-:« moi.:. ?r. E.itfiiikm^- 

\ . .i" -' . •■:■_**:■ r _■ ■..•. • '. ;';, 5:>: ] 1 1 rt q-i ires 
r-.*".-,^ 'V !i \ '1 ■*■?.: r^ke :-i- clii f pn:r.: -.f his finai- 
:; u.l -• ; ■ ; .-i- ■"::*: " -sir. nrf.ncc rlr.-ji in that rcfptC*. 
ar.xi hi; c.--r.-:'..'.'f: - ; :: 've fr-^^*ier.r'y been llrained to 
« . r'^".' A :■..':•"'« fir?tie*i:f co:nmer,-it-:rs. Tiiia com- 
pinV-.'., -.' l.'r!'. ii h; i.i:.: 'o il: jiir^re -re f.eqtuinvv of 
--.'/.i •. ;■•:'« f'*''-, hA.- b^-r ufMl'v :>olii;p: to rrprc- 
fetit i.^ fefiv.-ir-J -.t ?rci-= cf rrc Ki- g ; >A^ere.!; -.xhnc 
H'rr.n r.^i In i-._ vie^, '.\ u ci.ly thj ^lui.k futceiTiv,-ii cf 

V . IV *V' TV /.r .' r ; /f . ' A, Vc. ] -^' ;/' :■ .♦;.; r-nfA r r? a 
rriricifm of fom* cffi.iurtrs cf Hzmr 0:7 ih-? pluc?, 
'I he y ;i f 1 c I h o v it vv r s * h 9 1 j'J^a - •; ■ //: «^ r , il: u ■ : : p 1 11 
1. 1:. lei.t 111 '.'wt t ifeKr, co.i!J fee rf-.c 7^ ';/'i': cr.rrp a* 01 e 
vi'-vi-, n.l il.'r firer - 1 ano l:rr, as th* po-t r-:p;>:lri ti i;? 
\r\\ (Oiy^ Arj/io.'l-) onlv a n-jft i:-.oiC;.l mjr.r.er of 
f;i*-rc?i ; /c r^// ^'^t'l r; *♦ mean b-.i- '- > ifi;ci V"^*:. or 
/o nt'oixr in ok'*s n.in .'": aiui riiar er; IjyeJ ^^,i/2uni^ 
/,on\ tl-oii^^ht.5 in his ttnr, which had been x.\\i chief 
ohj»^t of bis tyts -he day bcfoie. 

Now 



f 
Now looking backwards to the fleet and coaflr,^ 

Anxious he forrows for th' endanger'd hoft. 

He rends his hairs in facrifice to yove^ 

And fues to him that ever lives above : ixj 

Inly he groans ; while glory and defpair 

Divide his heart, and wage a doubtful war. 

A thoufand cares his laboring breafl revolves ; 

To feek fage Kefibr now the Chief refolves, % 

With him, in wholefome counfels^ to debate 25^ 

What yet remain^ to fave th' affli6ted date. 

He rofe, and firfl* he call his mantle rbundy 

Next on his feet the fhining fandals bound ;. 

A lion's 



V. 19. Uc rends his hairs in facrifice io'^ovt.'] I know 
this aftion of ^amemrion ha? been taken only as a 
common expreflion of grief, and fo indeed it was ren- 
dered by Accius, as cited by Tully, Tu/c. quoeft, I. 3. 
Scindens dolose identidem^ intonfam comam. But who- 
ever reads the context, will, I believe, be of opinion, 
that Jupiter is mentioned here on no other account than 
as he vias applied to in the offering of tliefe hairs, in ^n 
humble fuppllcation fo the offended deity, who had lb 
lately manirefted his anger, 

V. *7. He rofet (indfirft he cqft his mantle roUnd\X 
fancy it will be entertaining to the reader, to obferve 
how we'll the poet at all times fuits his dsfcriptions to 
thecircumftancesof theperfon : we muft remember that 
this book continues the a(S^i.ons of one night ; the whole 
army is now afleep, and Homer takes^ this opportunity 
to give'us a defcription of feveral of his heroes fuitable 
to th^ir p'oper chara^ers. Agamemnon ^ who is every 
where defcnbed as anxious for the good of his people, 
is kepr awake by a fatherly care for their Prefer vation. 
Mcnciaus\ for whofe fake the Greeks Had fuiTered fo 
greatly, fh'ares a'l rheir misfortune?, and is reftlef^ while 
they are in danger. Ne/ior, a provident, wife, old man,. 
I'acrifices his rell. even in the extremity of age, to his 
lova for his cjunrry. Vtyffis^ a perfon next to r^e/ior in 
wifdom, is ready at ths firft filmraons ; he finds jt hard, - 
while iht Greeks fuffer, to compofe himfelf to fleep, but 

is 
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/i lior/fi ycliow fpoilg his back conceal 'dj 
Hi& fcarlikc hand a pointed jav'lin held. 3a 

Mean w hilt liis brotliCT, prcfs'd with equal WOCB9 
iilikt? dery'il the gifts of fuft repofe, 
laments far G'-sese ; that in his cauTe before 
Sl' dt.UmL had lufitrred, and xniifi. fufier more. 
A leopard 'fi fpotted hide his (houldrrs fptead ; 35 
A brdzsQ helmet gUttei'd on hiB liead : 
Thus (with a javelin in his hand) be wcul 
To wake jiinJirs in the royal tent. 
Already »*ak'd, Airidei be dcrcr)-'J, 
Hii Erciour buckling at hiB veHid's fide» -40 

Jw^vful thty XTic: ; the Spartan thuB begun r 
\^\.\ pu:? my brother this bright armour on ? 
Sccdfr he Tome fpy, acudll thefe fUent honr^ 
To try ysL* caa.p, and watch tbc Trojan pow*rs? 

1- ecTv zm\^l *.? nisrcr. tc ir> defe-^ce: but Dhmed^ 
>\h:: iff every -rtrc ctfcri:-cd s:- * daring varrior, flteps 
f.c.'vcfr'rcd L" T.e r.Crn'efi cf :he eii*n:y, and ic not 
swc.K'.c v.:r: c-y: l.rrc >'^-'f cc, he if faiJ m be aflecp, 
tur he fit^ps i'.rt *. fjcier ^r ccin-p!eai firms. 

J ::-j:c : c-: ;\*f; citr o c cirtumlLince is this place !n 
T-'.^Tijr :o .yi,'*--- ** i? a p trafureto fee vihit care the 
f/'jt: tfclics cf :;it fir.»jrl:t cc-nfelJor: he derL-rihe* him 
3} ii:^ ::: i fi-f. l/^d. v rap.- h"ir. ip in a. uarm ck>:^k, to 
I'rc't: »t iii :^g« iV..i: :hc cc Icnfri.^of the right ; but Z?;-*- 
/7t./, a gi'.'a!*, vvji ({ }-.tro, fittps i.}:on thegroun-ia 
K\.'x\ air ; rv'j ira-.-ei every wsrrioris drtiTea in arms 
jy-ttvf'.iar to -hit feuici: ; the hide cf a Jiou or leopard 
is whit :ht;. f '! J^'* o:\ be'rg r.ot to ergagc an enemy ^ 
l/ijt fo rr.i tt '.1 "ir frifrr.d? ij; cour.ci!. Eu/iai '.ius, 

V . 4 3 .V' ff^j ^ ■fi'^'^/f/ -^ &c. ] J\;: « ■ /..-a.- in this p'ace, 
fiar^j d«"lij^n, v.hkij i> af':cr.* iird^ prcpofed by TSrftor 
ill cy-iuii \ *lie [Kjrt kise.v thai the pn-j-Ct wouid corns 
V. irh ^1' :.t«r wrij^h* f u'li the age of .he" O: e, than from 
»f.« y^.itli of cl.t o'he' ; ani that the valumt would be 
M:i«ijr r.> txrfciie a d^Hj^n, whith fo vcncisble a coan- 
f Hoi IuU /oi/ned. Fu/futhuu 

Bat 
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But fay, what hero (hall fuftain the tafk ? 
Such bold exploits uncommon courage aik, 
Guidelefsy. alone, thro' night's dark- (hade to go^ 
And 'midd a hoftile camp explore the foe ? 

To whom the King. In fuch diftrefs we Hand^ 
No vulgar counfels our affairs demand ; 50 

Greece to preferve, is now no eafy part, 
But afks high wifdom^ deep defign, and art. 
For Jove averfe our bumble pray'r denies. 
And bows his head to HeRor^^ facriBce. 
What eye has witncfs'd,, or what ear believ'd ^i^ 

In one great day, by one great arm atchiev'd, 
Such wond'rous. deeds as He9or\ hand has done,. 
And we beheW^the laft revolving fun ?. 

What 

V. 57. Such woncTrous deeds as Htdtox's hand, &c.] 
Vfth^Av /3garr,emnon\n this place launchinjj into the 
p'-aifes cf a gallant enemy; but if any one think that be 
raifes the aSions of He^or too high, and frt? him above 
Achiliesh\tt\it\i, this objt^ion will vanirti if he co^ifiders 
that he commends him as the bravefl of mere men, but 
iiill he is not equal to Achilles^ who was defcended from 
a goddefs. Agamemnon undoubtedly had Achilles iu 
his thoughts when he fays, 

Sprung from no Ood^ &c. 

But his arger will nol let him even- name the man 
whom he thus obliquely praifcs. 

Euflathius proceeds to obferve that the Poet afcribes 
the gallant exploits of HeHor to his piey •, and had he 
not been favoured by Jwe^ he had not been thu^: vie* 
torious. 

He alfo remarks that there is a double tautology in this 
fpeech of Agamemnon^ as ^iiOa xort ^uXtp^oy, yui^^t.i^ok 
/AtflMTflirDa*, and if/* »jpV«l»« This proceeis from the 
wonder which the King endeavours toexprefs at the 
greatnefs oi HeSlor*^ ad^ions : He labours to make his 
words anfwer the gr^at idea he hid conceived of them t 
and while bis mind dwelb upon the fame objefl, he falls 

inti> 
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What honours the bdov^d of yor^e adorn ; 
Sprung from no Goi2» and of no Gcddcfs born, fo 
Yet fuch his afts a< Greth unborn fhall tell, 
And curfe the battle where their fathers fell. 

Now Ipced thy hafty coarfe along the fleet. 
There call great Jj.7x^ and the Prince of Crete ; 
Ourfcif to hoary Nijtor will repair; 66 

To keep the guards on duty be his care ; 
(For N\/}or*6 influence beft that quarter guides, 
Wliofe fon, with Merior., o'ct the watch prefidcB.} 
To vvliom the Spartan: Thcfe thy orders borne, 
Say, (hall I llay^ or with difpaich return ? 70 

There fiiali thou Itay (the King of men reply'd) 
Elfc may vc mifs to meet without a guide. 
The paths fo ma:iy> aud the camp fo wide. 
i^til!, wlih your voict, the llothful foldiera raife, 
I'.l:'.' In- ti'.wir fjther^s fa-ne, their future praife. 75 
V\ML<.t wc «>o\v Q\:x ilaie auJ IjTv birth ; 
Noi liius, r.cjc, but works, muH prove our worth. 
T.i I "'i^.M- :< liu'lvit of man nclcw ; 
A.J*' ui-.i-t: ;.. ;\" ;^:j.vc u3iif"v,he gave us woe. 

'i'l; . ! ;u'. c.^h I'artvJ to ^.'.-^ {cy'ral cares; 83 
"','h»" U 1' , K^"' A.J.. ./s iV.bi:^ I'uip repaii*8; 

• .' •■ ! Mv f.i-.vr if oxnr^:'Ti!ifr if. '111!? i? very 
1.. .. .1 . '1 {« .''m' V. . c ■■ j'-ilt :ncci?, whcfe thouglits 

\ .' ■ . ••■.*'• *^^' J ' J is pi^in from this 

\.' \-. >.; .1- •'■•■' ■ '^uhi-is, th.if the a.t cf for- 

mu -;i .1 ■^.■»' .M !■'' *?' »! >u '' «-'r pcit.ifKon in I/o/r/c/'s 
%\.^^ . 1».- ^!^ r. »'.». \.^ i: I. i,.i-.^ifj the can-.p 
»\f«% >*.*\ ; J" « 1^ 'I i • . »An f'p :m ;i)e nnni*fr ol .1 
f(tui|Mii, :iTu' '4' \ p ■ ' • . i .^' p uper dikUn:.", il,.it 
l\n'\ »M<|ill »i.«n.t ii .'f. « ' ^^ Te'iie Or Jlfut oul, 
|M.lhi\3U^ 1.011 P.:r-.il.l :*Sv::re. F jiciihrM. 

The 
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The fagc proteAor of the Greeks be found 
Stretch'd in his bed, with all his arms aroond ; 
The various coloured fcarf, the fhield be rears, 
The Alining hdiaety and the pointed fpears | 85 
The dreadful wea{N)ii8 of the warrior's rage, 
That, old in arms, dUcJaln'd the peace of age. 
Then leaning on bts hand^ his watcbful head| 
The hoary monarch raised his eyes ftdd faid : 

What art thou, fpeak, that on defigns unknown, 90 
Whik others deep, that range the can^p alone \ 
Seck'ft thou foRM friend, or nightly centincl ? 
Stand off, approach not, but thy purpofe tell* 

O fon o^ Neleus (thus the King rejoin'd) 
Pride of the Greeks^ and glory of thy kind ! 95 

Lo here the wretched jigamemnon (land?, 
Th' unhappy Gen'ral of the Grecian bands f 

Whom 

"V. 92. Scekyf thou fame friend y or nightly centinel ?'\ 
It has been thought that Neftor afks this queftion upon 
the account of h.s fon Tltrafymidei^ who commanded the 
guard that night. He feems to be under feme appro- 
henfion left he (hould have remitted the watch. And it 
may aifo be gathered from this paflage, that in thofe 
times the uie of the watch-word v\a.- uiiknown j becaufe 
Np/ior is obliged to crowd feverai queftions together, 
before he can learn whether Agamemnon be a friend or 
an enemy. Hie fhortnefs of the cjueftions agrees admi- 
rably^ with the occafion ujpon which they were made; 
it being nectflary that Nr/for ftiould be imnrediate y in- 
formed who he v%a?, th;«t paflfed along nhe camp: if a 
fpy, that he might ftand upon his guard ; if a friend, 
that he mi^ht not caufe an alarm to be given to the 
army, by multiplying queftions. Euftafhit;, 

V. 96. Lo here the 'Wretched Agamemnon Jfands.^ 
Eu/fathiu^' obferves, tha»" AQameyiinon here paints his 
diltrcfs in a.very pathetical maimer; while the meanell 
foldier is at reft the general vvandcr? about difconfolate, 
and is fuperiqr now in nothing fo much as in forrow : 
but this lorrow proceeds not from abafe abjcft fpirir, 

but 
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Wh'jin jyje iccrt-i w'.'.'.i daT./ cir^fi to bend, 

Ar. i .V ..:, •.■lat. OJi.y .y'.rji lii: L;< TiiT tzd I 

Jf«. i.-.-: Jail "nv i,ji:cj :hrl€ •..--ffiiLi':^ V--":rf fjitaiSjicc 

A:i : .c-iiv?: my licurt f-ipport .'tal.di cfpaln. 

Nj ".:i.' : jf li'^-.p tllclc heavy c-y-i hart klOWD ; 

C iu:'ii' :, ai*-i ud, i wa.; icr tjui :il3i:ty 

W.Ji Tear* .ii;trad:d, w!:":i fi j £x'c dtij^n ; 

A 111] all ir.y pcuplcS ailcrits ars rr.inc. 105" 

l:'a .-iut ot u!c thy wak'ng ihoj-hts fL^^ell^ 

(S.iicu v;arcs liktf .-niiie, dcpri^*: thj fcuicf reft) 

l:xi[japt iliy oju-.iicU arid afliLl thy friend : 

Njiv let Us j'ji:it!y t«j tlie trer.ch cct"k:tBd, 

A', -.".'^•-y :;iu' tiic f :isitl:«\r guard excite, 1 10 

"i'^:'u ^vif-ii -'ic t^.ljs of day and \«^atch of night t 

V.Wk: .n.-y tiu fudvlcn tuc our works Invade, 

So iicir, i:id tavjiif'd by the gloomy (bade. 

i'j I;; ;■ liiu^ A- ,7vr. i'ruil the PowVs above, 

lio*v M .i;^i-'-' '-I'.' v'ev 8 or' vuiii mankind, 
A:id :^i \^ \it CLi:r:iv!sv.f th' eternal mind? 
A'.iviicious H.'^i'jrf it the Godi ordain ^ 

Tti.;'" .iC""^'^^ ^L'?i'.'i.i' r'.";; j;i r^i-jje cgiln, > 

WhuiLu.Naitv.iKi t!i:e, and what viroej remain? izo** 
Lo fj':-ifii. :Vy/--r thy ornmiad obeys, 
Th^j . . c is ii^\t oih- other Ch"cts to rail'c : 
Uiv/j:s, OijrtttJy we chlifly need ; 
Mtfgej for llrcnglUj OiL-js fam'd for fpccd* 



It f.om a jf^nercu: d:rpi.ifi''!o:i ; he is not auxiou? f>r 
lofsof his OAii glo. y, bu: tor the fut?'« rni^s of Ms 
lie: it is a i.oDie I'or.o \, and rpr::ig> f.ooiacoii* 
' bic ieuderu:fj aiid'hu'uanicy. 
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Some other be difpatchM of nimbler feet, 

To thofe tall (hips remoteft of the fleet, 

Where lie great y^Jax^ and the King of Crete. 

To roufe the Spartan I rayfelf decree 5 

Dear as he is to us, and dear to thee, 

Yet muft I tax his floth, that claims no fhare, 130 

With his great brother, in this martial care : 

Him it behov'd to ev^ry chief to fue. 

Preventing ev*ry part perf[>rmM by you ; 

For ilrong neccllity our toils demands, 

Claims all our hearts, and urges all our hand?. 135 

To whom the King : With reverence wc allow 
Thy juft rebukes, yet learn to fpare them now. 
My gen V0U8 brother is of gentle kind. 
He fccms ^rcmifs, but bears a valiant mind ; 
Thro^ too much deference to our fov'reign fway, 140 
Content to follow, when we tead tlie way* 
But now, our ills iiiduflrious to prevent, 
Long ere the reft he rofe, and fought my tent. «"^' 
The chiefs you nam^d, already, at his calf. 
Prepare to meet us at tHe navy-wall, 1 45 

\» }l^. My generous- brother h of gsr.fh kind'\ ^gd" 
viemnon is every where re- pre feu ted as the g eatefl t»* 
ample of brotherly affection; and he at aU times de* 
fends Msnelaus, but never with more acdrefs than nov\* : 
Niftor had accufed Meneiaus ot floth; the King is his 
advociite, but pleads his excufe only in p-irt : he does 
not entirelyacqnit him, becaufe he would not coiitradi^ 
fo wife a man as Nfi/ior\ ror does he condemn him, 
becaufe his brother at this time was not guilty; but he 
very artfully turns the imputation oi' Ne/for to thepraife 
of M-^tt€laui\ and affirms, that what might feem to be 
remifTnen in his charafler, was only a deference to his 
ituthority, and that his feeming inaftivity was lut an 
unwillingnefs to a^ without command. Mu/tathius. 

Aflcmblini; 
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liHirr.bi'.-^ -.iierc. ":et**--n :he -r:3ch 3:1c ^tes, 

r'-.:r. :?:::r -aid j»\.7:- .iiai! his rule TriiLf-aLnd, 
7.' :-. z: :::::— p ics -.::r- •"fnrr.ar.J. 

A" :,-; -r.;.:, -.he 7cncr::^Iii rur-:*-- ":*f ; 150 

?{:= p^irpic jrar-ic ^i^icr: \:ic:i:c«;c:a"i. 

War in -v::;! :hc :c*u t '.vio!, ir. i ij-^LIj I in' J: 

T'-.i-: ■•;:lrinij :r::m '.ii» *.r:nL, !ie fincch.'d ia hare 

Hii .:::•:!;.• !2::c2, :'::«.£ li^iitsn'das h*f pai. 15J 

The ^..iTiii "ic '."i-crs'i tliro' the ilcejiag cic^vi!, 

5: :7;7'i ic ^'V^--'' -^nt, anu cairialcud- 

• ';^1. , ...wlut-: ;£ '.lic vuics was Jen t, 

.\ v.isis IrLrt- jp. j:id :;riie5 fr*:ir. '-fj :c::t. 

V.':.:: c* ;:.:.-^:.i, ••■•'fjHu :':diicn car.:'*! ot fr:g£t t6o 

T . .? .c:-.u* v:'i wnr.d'r::!'^ in the iiknt sighi ? 

V."* * : J c • . : c • J .c :* . /. >. c r;. J«w fa^e rspl y 'c ) 

Vv' .'^ :., ■.•j^ :s.:, 1:^ new :hv wudcm try'd : 

W''^. .N „- rear:* ^f :a/ctv «a be :ojgh.t, 

W:^^ i .^-j.rtT.".:* ^ar. i.Trp-i.-courihctTght, 165 

\\ '.;*„\.- T;.' 'OerS -r :;: :;.' cr n^::t ; 

V. . ■. /. ■ ■.- ■ v'J. ^~w ::c!i !.:i p-.'r.^eu Hiieid : 

V . • .>. ^'J ;'-c V ..;*, ^:jJ ^;::c':v'dth:o' the iicld. 
\\ ^■■.,-,.: '■.»;».■*:. Iv id Z^ijrr:\i i.-iy fj-jrd, 1-3 

V >.v.\t''i"v" . ^ J-:rs his brave compar. ions round: 
V 5 ^ " '. . ■ : 'v *. . * cc ;* , >: X : c /: did o a the n ild, 

It-.> .vcao uc'. .'i:*^ 0.1 hii body ih!cld. 
.\ x^.vd 0: t^vat- doodby, iha: fixt upriijht, 
Kwt Uvra I'wir da.ai.ig points a quiv'iia^ *»ght- i 75 

A bai:'5 

kWtglttn uscf D:J/itu fictpiiig in hii arns v■i^^: h?9 
^■■*^ foldiero 
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A bull's black hide compos'd the hero's bed ; 
A fplendid carpet roli'd beneath his head. 
Then, with his foot old Nejlor grtitly fhakcs 
The flumb'ring chief, and in thefe words awakes. 

^Rife, fon of Tydeus ! to the brave and flrong i ^o 
Reft feems inglorious, and the night too long. 
But fleep'ft thou now ? when from yon' hiH the foic 
Hangs o'er the fleet, and (hades our walls below ? 

At this, £oft (lumber from his eye-lids fled ; 
The warrior faw the hoary chief, and faid. \%^ 

Wond'rous old man 1 whofe foul no refpite knows, 
Tho' years and honours bid thee feek repofe* 
Let younger Gr^ks our flceping warriors wake \ 
111 fits thy age thefe toils to undertake. 
My friend (he anfwcr'd) gen'roui U thy care, xgo 
Thefe toils, my fubjeftsand my font might beRr^ 
Their loyal thoughts and pioQi lo^es confpire 
To eafe a fov'reign, and relieve a (ire. 
But now the lafl; defpair furrounds our hoft ; 
No hour muft p&fa, no moment mud be loft ; 195 

foldieni about him, and the fpear« Hicfeing upriaht in the 
fsrth , has a jiear refemblance to that in th© fiift book of 
Samuel^ ch. a6. v. 7. S^ul Iqyjieeping 'within the trench^ 
and his fp^Arf tuck in the ground ai his belfter \ hut Ab« 
ner uitd the people lay round abo^t hlnu 

V. iZz. From yoTf hill the foe^^c.} Itis neceflary, if 
we wcu!d form an exadt idea of the battles of Hom^r^ 
to carry incur mhids the p!ace where each adliun was 
fought. It will therefore be proper to enquire where 
rhst eminence flood, upon whkn the Trojans encamped 
thif night. Kujtnthius is inclinable to believe it was 
Callicolone^ but it will appear from what Doton fays, 
V, 487. {of Nc^ors being encamped at the monument cf 
Ilus) that this eminence rauft be the Cumulus on which 
that monument was fituate, and fo the old Scholiafl 
rightly explains it. 
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'- 15 ' '.—- "^ ' — 3 -i ; 
S'tccctd li I'r.i.'i rr-^ cz".'?. :: l '- izi :'- 
I If fcrvfrs rric r.i ', wK? I'^-rif *• s c^.-. r: 

Tin" 4 fil" I, t}.c i.?-.') r 
A li'Mi'i ijwjiis, ti.Jl icj 

T'lirn fii/M |j!5 pocd'rr!;* Er-. ., *-i izrjCe a:ong. 
i^r .vr ihtliol*!, with y^»:7x f2r."*: for '?eei, 205 

'I'h^ w.imur* roir/.M, and to th' < t-crchrr.mts lead. 

An-I now the chiefs app'i^ich lY-.s r.'^r.Tir guard; 
A \«a^crui r4ii.idi-uri| tiich tnanns prepared : 



. . : " 7 

id'rr!;* zt.- ., "i ::rjde alone.-' 
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V. u I iV.' ••'ui M' /«/> ,{tfta]fhrrr^r:ui our hoft."] 

V'y^ o;)' ♦■'?•«. !' i lO ir of jV //; • uj.. . iKi- far^:e oc;;a- 

«■•■• .• 1 ?r».fi ivif'n . ,- \v 'rths* cbfcTva^ion : .Ig^a-^ 

'■ "» \j uic- .» ^O'.icetn an i cj ition of fpiric 

• ' •■ .:> .I.--,-! s^\' \\\ .-.■"'v: T raiir h:s ccuraeei 

!• M : .»i»'^ r" r:-.7r.\ ;.r.Ji rfprtfrirted the 

■ «•.•€■ ;u.' ! t'vj'j .i"'!«* vie»^. c-."t he pp» 

':• ,' ■ ■■ '■ I ..;.»: rfli riiie' en:e prizing 

• fi .'( .i ':' T. :i'. .x f»r fi tiereiv m.inner : 

■ ,' ; U.-'; i\ .c tjh'.n, .lui jiirss the wo:lt 

.■ ■ ,.»'.•.■ * K 'Vy\' coi^d'A^} {\,\y.i Et//ia' 

: : t«'= ' '■ »' ''i ■' ^ 'f'^ « • it isth? province 

.■» • x» .• ^ ■ .' ■ •.j-,^ ;!•!• iii'V.-jrCened with hope*, 

■ •• ■•• .; 11 ." .. ( 1 » v.i co.i.tge (.'f the daring with 
'. •• . -. ■.-. I • .• ■: .'i !T .iM» luav i:ot fi:ik tMrcu^h 

.;.%■■. ...• •• . .' :■ . .^ V.'ri'', 

\ ■■ •• £. ■.-..'.;• 'v /?*>/> ■■'>j7.-.^ /^^ ^^g^ffy 

■ V ■ ^ -, ■ • j .».-:. y i» i^a'? ov-r lirrle circum- 
■»' .•».-. ^ .- . '• • ^.r^:<». ."»/ Kilns in thi-j L;ook 

»••■».. ■..• , 1 ■ t,- ■.^.- t * !■••*• l^'-'a^T- ; t>.» poet his too 
..»....• . 5 ^.. . ... , »»f'; «;vn :: .-iriv.;!'. p.irticu?arsof his 

»• »■• . ■ .; :, t ■•. \:v.r. Vw' \'' ' u kr.j'.v L'^ thff f .-quel 
;:....:.. •..., y f.x. •.•,-.;•:. I; \\o:Llh.ive c'oegtJ the 

(i.u:i...: 1 ,1 , ; ..... .., t'-xf :"»M U' h»>w M.n.'tth wakel 

C.-ie her^.Cr t.. wN.* *i !•.■• »\4* *i jMr.hjj, unri h id been tut 
a repdtislv>-) i»' \\:u: iho IVit iui ful;v dtf.rijed befor#» : 

He 
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Th* unweary'd watch their h'ft'ning leaders keep, 
And couching clofe, repel invading deep. 210 

So faithful dogs their fleecy charge maintain, 
With toil protef^cd {\?m the prowling train ; 
When the gaunt Honefs, with hunger bold^ 
Springs from the mountains tow'rd the guarded fold: 
Thro' breaking woods her ruftling courfe they hear; 
Loud and raore loud, the clamours ftrike their ear 2 1 6 
Of hounds and men ; they ftart, they gaze around } 
Watch ev'ry fide, and turn to ev'ry found. 
Thus watchM the Grecians, cautious of furprize, 
Each voice, each motion, drew their ears and eyes ; 220 
Each ftep ofpaffing feet increased th' aflVight; 
And hoftlle Troy was ever full in fight. 
Ne/lor with joy the wakeful band furvey'd, 
And thus accofted thro' the gloomy (hade. 
'Tis well, my fons ! your nightly cares employ 225 
Elfe mull our hoft become the fcorn of Troy, 

He therefore (fays thefapae author) d.ops thefe partic'u- 
l.uitie?» and leaves them to be fupplied by the imagina- 
tion of ihc reader. It is fo in Painting, the Painter does 
not always draw at full length, but leaves what is want- 
ing to be added by the fancy of the beholder. 

V. 211. So faithful dogSy &c,] Ihisfimi'eis in all Its 
part? juft to the defcription it is meant to illunrate. The 
dogs rt-prefent the vvstch, the fl(Kk the Graks^ the fold 
their camp, ar.d the wild beall that invades them. Hec^ 
tor. The place, i>oflure, and circuniftance, are painted 
with the utmoft life and nature. 

Euftathius takes notice of one particular in this de- 
f»riprion, \^hich (hews the manner in which the centi- 
nf:ls kept the guard. The Poet tells u^s, that th^yfafe 
Jcwn with their arms in their hands* I think that this 
was not fo prudent a method as is now ufed ; it being 
almoll impoifible for a man that fbnds, to drop afleep, 
uh^reasone that is feated may eafily be overpowered 
by the fatigue of a long watch. 

Watck 
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7/ itch ::.:i.", liid Gnecc -."hail live — The hern faid ; 
T'.t'n y* :r the trench .he rollowinsj cfaieftafna Icd- 
H!j -.iin, md To«like JLricn naarcii'd behind^ 

7 :r :iii.':'.r .!::r ?r:ncss :.3 :h:rir cnundl "uiiiM; 2:c 
r'".;- .r:::. ::^-^ 7-;l- *.h' a:rcnii:kd Kinip irauad 
1 1 111.-::: l-r~' ".iis :sr*::::ji"7 zra^vn'i- 
A :\ji^' • .iiL'r; vis 7*r and cni'd with ^r*» 
1'Vf ':;:c v'Ilt* .VrJjr :li:pp"i his rage Beibrs, 
T ''.:••'. :\:-:z :L:l:::iidin;r :rcm his v-enjcful hand *jj 
7 "Ti -i; • : .IM ^..Ixii :f he Gr\::dn band. 

7':.' T^:.:: :» M»; 'v"„: -r.uniiici r-rpi^was fTrread^ 
A Tii I.: :..i 7r-4r-j-."4 —iiiVi ^7 hea-tcf icad.) 
7'i:r-: .*■:■ -.lie -r.i:n-:."il !l;Tr^: wb^rn iWia-' Lcc, 
7'v :■:.:■! Viri-.Tj, .: l:,:'': w :r:d bsr;^in. ^^3 

1 ; :. ■■:•■? a .1 :.yL i c.::^: lo j"?i:.y bravs. 



"'■■■■■ i -.--„■ : r-C'-ur:!^- ■>•■ 

-- '• • :i- ^~ f. ■^\-:: : V ;^•:^:A -.[ em- 

; •■-.;.—■: / =•' ■ c'^.i-.^Tfe ^; y c::<- !-ifro, . 

'■'■"*: ^ •"-- ■-■•=, f'-'^ y_.'::r t: n'td ihs 

■ 'i [ '. e T'-i^ h'ni ;; dn-riimer: :h.iC 

h- .(., vA-U t::e '::.7;.*;1 tf h?? lif-; ^nd 

ifi!j^"r- I .,1*: L.-iicitd tlsa: y-/:-).'- ^xrroferl him 
-r, :,[.'..[} Iv.i I.Ci-.o'Ji- '.vouiJ i;:: IcZ him Jc 

i:li::e? 
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Lives there a man, who fingly dares to go 

To yonder camp, or felze fome ftraggling foe ? 

Or favour'd by the night approach fo near,* 24c 

Their fpeech, their counfels, and dcfigns to hear ? 

If to befiege our navies they prepare. 

Or Troy once more muft be the feat of war ? 

This could he learn, and to our peers recite, 

And pafs unbarm'd the dangers of the night ; 250 

What fame were his thro' all fucceeding days. 

While P^^K/ ihines, or men have tongues topraife? 

What gifts his grateful country would beftovv? 

What muft not Greece to her deliverer owe ? 

A fable ewe each leader (hould provide, * 25^ 

With each a fable lambkin by her fide ; 

At ev'ry rite his Ihare (liould be encrtas'd, 

And his the foremoft honours of the feail. 

Fear held ihem mute : Alone, untaught to fear, 
Tydtdet fpoke-.-Thc man you feek is here, 260 

cline ; while the reft might have refented fuch a par- 
tiality, which would have fc-emed to give a preference 
to another before them. It therefore was wifdom in 
Niftor to propofe the defign in gen.rfal terras, whereby 
all the gallant men that offered themfelves fatjifie'd 
their honour, by being willing to (liare the danger with 
Diomed\ and it was no difgrace to be "left behind, after 
they had offered to hazard their lives for their country. 
Eifftaik^us, 

V. 244. Or feizt tJieftragglhg fne ?] It is worthy ob- 
fervation with how much caution Ne/tpr opsns thisde- 
figti, and with how much courage* Diomcd accepts it: 
iV'7/(7r fornns it v\ith coolnefs, but DhmeJ embraces it 
wuh warmth and refolution. Neftor only propofes that 
fome man would approach the enemy and inteicept 
fome (Iragglini; Trojan^ but Diomcdo^ers to penetrate 
the verv camp. Nfftor was afraid lert no one fhould 
undertake it : Doomed overlooks the danger, and pre- 
fentG himfelf, ar> willing to march againitthe whole 
ara^y of Irqy* Euftathius. 
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■• -1 T M :,.h-"% ci-7"£ :: ZC1C czj cang'roaa way, 

iri Sill T -.ilj. liTIXilie, isd I obcT. 

. -. .'s r- - :^;:. iii 'tzzzi t: j cea^. 

-.:.:. i::£ii:i; i' i -ziz-l aid, 265 

•I- -1; i.-i i;if. 1 :'r-i: ificT-rLcs raade ; 

- • V --..= ::*.:-. r- :-.; w::e acquire, 
:: ■•: Z'l'trt': z'l'i zi-ri-ri £rc. 
":::: .r !:::--= i: : t ^:-i irofc; 
.11: z--'"--' w-rzJ: - li c --"airia glcwn: j-j 
: : i ■_ i :: *. ;-v:- .-[ .vs /.-.Ti ti Lsarc, 
. ;. ■ • -v. Ill A;f:.-*=T:::in:h€{r; 

-. ■ : .1: " _':: -..\'i,-ir -A :',-.' z, iz nia. 
. . v.. : "I.- . ••• I.".'- -"■-- ic.ic: :r:tac«. 
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Let worth determine here. The monarch fpake^ 
And inly trembled for his brothcr'a fake. 

Then thus (the god-like i)ioiii^^ rejoin'd) 
My choice declares the impulfe of my mind. 
How can I doubt, while great Ulyffes ilands 285 
To lend his counfels, and afOft our hands ? 
A. chief, whofe fafety is Minerva* s care : 
So fam'd, fo dreadful in the works of war: 
Bleft in his condudl, I no aid require, 
Wifdom like his might pafs thro' flames of fire. 290 

Tt fits thee not, before thefe chiefs of fame, 
( Reply 'd the fage) to praife me or to blame : 
Praife from a friend, or cenfure from a foe, 
Are lofi on hearers that our merits know. 



V. 289 Ble/^ in his concfu^.] There required feme ad- 
drefs in Diomed^ to make his choice without otfending the 
Gri?f/<?w Princes ; each of tht m might think it an hidignity 
to be refufed fuch a place of honour. D^.mcd therefore 
chufep Vlvffes^ not becaufe he is br jver than the reft, but 
bcrc<tufe fie is wifer. This part of his chara6ler was al- 
lowed by all the leaders of the arrays none of ihem 
thought it a difparagement to ihemlelves as thev were men 
ofvaJour, to fee the firil place given to Vljjffis in point 
of wifdom. No doubt but the Poet, bv caufing Diomed 
to make tliis choice, intended to infinuate that valour 
ought always to be teonjjefed with wifdom ; to the end 
that what is defigned with prudence may be executed 
with refolution. Euflaihius. 

V. 291. UJits ihee not to praife mc^ or io hlame.^ The 
rr»ode<iy of Uiyffesin this pdfage i« very remarkable; 
though undoubtedly hedtferved to be praifed, yet he in- 
terrupts Diomed rather than he would be a hearer of 
his o An commendation. What Diomed fpo\ic in pi;ai(e 
of Vfj^jSt was utttred to jullify his choice of him to 
the leaders of the army i ocherwife the praife he had 
given him. would have been no better than flattery, 
£i(/iathius. 

Vol.. ir. N But 
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But let U3 haftc — Night rolls the hoars away, 395 
The red'ning Orient fhews the coining day. 
The (laro fhine fainter on th' ztherial plaias. 
And of Night's empire but a third remains. 

Thus having fpoke, with gen 'reus ardour preft. 
In arms terrific their huge limbs theydreft. 300 

A two-edg'd faulchion Thrafynud the brave. 
An ample buckler, to Tydidei gave : 

Thea 

V. 295. '—^XhAf rolls the hours aivaw 

*l/n\/iars /kine fainfcr en /.:' aiherial plairs, 
yln / rj' r<ii.iht*s empire tui a i/iira rcff:e:fss.] 

It h.xti hren oljjf iP^^tl that I7j//s\s j»uiltv of a threefold 
t.nriiip^'V, wluii every wo.-ii he uttered (b^tvs the ne« 
irWxiy uf hrinj; (oncJ^fr : If ll:e i^ght \vas nigh fpent, 
ihrrr \v.i5 the 1:1"; time to lofe in tautologies. But tmsis 
fp f.ir (mmu bi'in;; .1 fault, th:it it is a bc-auty: l^tyffis 
•Iwrll.* up )n ihc Ihortnef'. of the time Lcfj:c the day ap- 
pr;ir«, in oid^r lo urge Dj-irtr ! to the greater f peed m 
piiirnu'iiij' 'r«d*ri);ii. t\:i/frnkitn. 

V, »«;K. />/// // r/i.'t;/ rr'r,iit]x.] One ought to t.ike ro- 
tice wiili ho.v ruvh e-xrcbu.fs If-wer prop.3rtior< his in- 
ridrn's to thf t'.yv." of a -rion : Thefe two books take 
up no morp ih.ni tli'/ t(».]^p.»f:^ ».f one night; and this 
(iofijin rouH rot h.ivf l)^<-n «xecure'J in nr.y other part of 
it. rh« I'oft h;id before toM u?, that all the plain was 
rnlightcnril hy the fjrrs oj' "Trcy^ and confequently no 
rpy could p.ifs i'v< r to thrircamp. rill they were alxnoft 
liink and extinguiflieJ, which couM not be till near the 
ninrnin);. 

*'\"\\ oMv-ivijl- ili:it the Poet divides the r.i^ht into 
three pivf», from wi ^n.■e we may j?;ather lh*t the Gre* 
ri.iKs hul thi'j-" waicii : du ins; tlie night : 'I he firft and 
I'rcoiui I'J which wereuvtr, \^hen Z)/ov;.?./ and I'/vjffcs fet 
ou! to enter the eiitrrnv'sc.imn. Ku/iathhis 

V. 301. .1 fiuo Cu'y/ //fiulr /lion TbrsiU'mzdf /ic Srave^ 
Jk-c.J Ir i' a very innp?rtin'rnt remark of Sca/i^er^ that 
D/'k;.'.'./ fliovild not have fcOi-e from iii.s tent without a 
(word, 'llifi rxptri'iiion he row goe? upm could j^ot be 
furffeen hy him it the time he rof** : Me wa? a^\aked 
of n Vudficn, and lV.nt in haiie to call fome of tiie Princes : 
Baiidcy, he wcr.t but to council, and even then carried 

his 
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Then in a leathern helm he casM his head. 
Short of Its creft, and with no plume o'erfpread : 
(Such as by youths, unus'd to arms, are worn ; 305 
No fpoils enrich it, and noiluds adorn.) 
Next him Ulyjfes took a fhining fword, 
A bow and quiver, with bright arrows ftor*d : 
A well prov'd cafque with leather braces bound 
(Thy gift, Menones) his temples crownM : 310 

Soft wool within 5 without, in order fpreari, 
A boar's white teeth grinn'd horrid o'er his head. 
This from Amyntor^ rich Ormenus^ fon, 
Autdychus by fraudful rapine won, 

And 



hisfpsar with him, as Homer had already infomaed us. 
I thn\k if one were to liudy the an of cavilling, there 
would be more occafion to blame Virgil for what Scali" 
ger praifes him, giving?; a fword to Euryalns, when he 
bad one before, jEn. 9. v. 303. 

V. 303 Then in a leathern hdm^ It may not be im- 
proper to obferve how conformably to the 'delign, the 
Poet arms thefe t ao heroe- : l^lyffiS h.^s a bow and ar- 
rows, that h3 mi^ht be ab^.e to wound the enemy at a 
diltance, ?*nd fo ret -ird his flight 4:iU he could overtake 
him J and for fear cf a difcoverv, D'timrdi^ armed with 
a helmet of leather, that the glittering of it need not be- 
tray him. Euftathius, 

I'here is fome refemblance in this whole ftory to that 
of Ni/us and Euryalus in Virgil : and as the heroes are 
here fuccef.-ful, and in Virgil unfortutiate, it was per- 
haps as great an indance of ^'/V^vV's judgment to de* 
fcribe the unhappy youth in a gliterin-.^ h.lmet, v^hich 
occafioned his difcovery, as it was in Homer to arm his 
fuccef^ful one in the conrrnrv manner, 

V. 309. A nwU provd cafyue "] Mr. Barnes has a 

pretty remark on thi? plate, that it was probably from 

' thi«5 defcripnon, Trrxo? ap>jpe», thit the ancipnt Painters 

and tragic Pr.ets conhanr'y rep •rfontt-.-i U/y/ps with the 

- Ai'Awf on his head*, but this parrjci.l^rir\ could no: Se 

prefdived wV\\ any j^n-ice in the traiifiation. 
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And gave AmphULmas ; from him the prize 315 

Mohu received, the pledge of foctjl ties ; 
The helmet next by Merion was poflcfs'd. 
And now Uhjfes^ thoughtful temples ptefs'd* 
Thus lhtath*d in arms, the council they forfake. 
And diirk tliro' paths obh'que their progrefs take. 320 
hLl then, in fign (he favoured their intent, 
A long'wing'd heron great Minerva fent ; 
'j'hif, tho' furrour.ding (hades obfcur'd their view, 
r»T the (hrili clang and wh idling wings, they kncur. 
As tV.^m tlicri^ht Ihefoar'd, LVy^j pray'd, 335 

I I.iiiM the L;I.ii omen, and addrefsM the maid. 

O daughter 

V. 51 V T ■.;•■•' •■•.••: Amvr.tor. &c.] The fucceflion of 
ibis heiiuec ock-i -d-rg from vM^e hero to another, isimi- 
UtcJ t»y ."•■;; 'in the *^<it\ o^ Sl/us^wd Euryalur, 

Vi,-\.i\* ^\:':"jf R-:^*rr:n:tiSy \^ aurea bulUs 
( ."*; -i-;. ;.; ; '/" •.■■■: •.* / R: ••; ;. ." ■ .::t-iJifTiUS oitm 

iV .-.-..J ; '.,"•' *■■■ '■ I''--' -'if .'i"'>^i''v rtt-po/i .- 
j'V r f .V-: A- .V Rut:i:: /v^ •:J;.vt' pot hi, 

1: w,j« .i?'cVr:!y i cuftoii to mik« thtfe military ppe- 
ftfr'-! tv^ br,i\e ,i,;ver.:ur*rs. So Jj.iathan^ in the trft 
h'ok or .Jj\,—;... .". i :t: ■::^' .■■/'/' the robe tLit ixjas upOK 
/•■•:. i.-v;"*:.r": ■ .-.* .' ' l").ivid ; ii*:./ his s^iumcnts, even /• 
■:;. ;i ■• ;".«i':." '".:< .^::f, ..":. his g i:\iU, Chjp, 1 8. V. 4. 
V . ; 2 iS . U i V l\V<— //.;:.".; / :;• ^- . '« / af/^^f:,] Vh is pa iTige 
f tlicicntlv t;::: titfi; T.— v.: tVr hi-^ choice of V/vfies : 
7\ ■••:.■./, \\!:o \>;i5 ni>Mt r<f!io\\ned for vaiojr, might^have 
mivfj'. n wrong ij:frpi?M:ion n-* this o'l^en, and fo have 
breii .ii\"coiir.v::?d t".o-n proceed- it c i" the attempt. For 
tliout'i it reall'- ligr.ified, th.u :i< the bird was not fcen, 
hurv^nly Ifani by rhe fou!^d •"»t i::? wir.^s, fo they fhouli 
jiot be u;r>:cve:evi b\ the *7' •.;*w, but perform actions 
which rtli T ^.' <Vo*.rd bear with Orrow ; yet on the 
orhrr h.-.nd it mi it.:-.: iir; !y, th.n a? rh-y difcovered the 



b'.d 'cr til.-* -V'^f :-- -.i-c^ 


fo r'^^v fnoulu be be- 


tr:i; p 1 bv -he r.«--:'.o :'.-.i'. f:*Mi 


:• I n-,:>e in 'he 7' o/an 


r ••"»iv. Th!» i-^-s^-j \N^y /\ '■' . 


■• ::■. -•; i-or iV'v.i -i-.e bird 


tn..c isfaj.ei t.zl\t.'\\t,b.: U.;; 


i.e. i:., ;^ t/s.Lufc i^ is a 



bird 
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O daughter of that God, whofe arm can wield 
" Th' avenging bolt, and fhake the dreadful (hicld! 
O thou ! for ever prefent 111 my way, 
Who, all my motions, all my toils furvey ! 3^0 

Safe may we pafs beneath the gloomy (hade,* 
Safe by thy fuccour to our iliips convey'd ; 
And let fome deed this fignal night adorn, 
To claim the tears of Trojans yet unbor«. 

Then god-like Z)/W^^ prefer r'd hlspray'r: 335 
Daughter a^ Jove, unconquer^d Pallas I hear, 
Great Queen of arms, whofe favour Tydeus won, 
As thou defend'ft the five, defend the fon. 
When on ./E/^i/j'- banks the banded pow'rs 
Of Greece he Itft, and fought the Tbetan tow'rs, 340 
Peace was his charge ; received with pcactfui fhow, 
He went a legate, but rcturnM a foe : 
Then hclp'd by thee, and cover M by iliy (1 icid, 
He fought with numbers, and made numbers yield. 
So now be prefent. Oh celellial maid! 345 

So ftill continue to the race thine aid ! 
A youthful f^ce^ fhall fall beneath the ftroke, 
Untara'd, unconfcious of the galling yoke. 
With ample forehead, and with fpreading horns, 
Whofe taper tops refulgent gold adorns. 35-0 

The heroes pray'd, and Pallas y from the f]<[es. 

Accords their vow, fucceeds their enterprize. 

Now, like two lions panting for the prey, 

With dreadful thoughts they trace the drear}' wav, 

Thro' the black horrors of th' enfanguin'd plain, 35 j 

Thro' dull, thro' blood, o'er arms, and hills of (lain. 

Nor 

bird of prey, and denated that they fhouli fpoli the 
7/ ojun. • Enjiuthius. 

N 3 V. -.s^. 
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His be the chariot that (hall pleafe him moft, 

Of all the plunder of the van^uifh'd hofl; 

His the fair ftecds that all the reft excel, 

And his the glory tor have ferv'd fo well. 37a 

A youth there was among the tribes of Tro^y 
Dolon his name, Enmedes* oS^y boy. 
(Five girls befide the rev'iend herald told) 
Rich was the fon in brafs, and rich in gold : 
Not blcfs'd by nature with the charms of face, 375 
But fwift of foot, and matchlefs in the race. 

V. 372. D0I0T1 h'n namc.'\ *Tis fcarce tobfe conceived 
with what conciltiiefs the j>oet has here given us the 
name, the fortunes, tlie ped gree, the cfli*:e, the fhape, 
the f Aifrnd's of Dolon. JHt feems to have been ieminent 
for nothing lo nuuch as for his wealth, though unJoutt- 
edly he was by place one of the {jrlt rank of Ttcji: 
HeHor {\xvcin6\\% him to this aifembly amongft the ihitls 
of Troy ; nor was he unknown to KhiGt^jvks ^<^^ Dloified, 
immeiiiately after he had feizcd him, calls him by his 
name. Perhaps being an herald, he haci frequently* 
paired between the armies in the execution of his office. 

The ancient.s obferved upon ihis place, that it \va& the 
officeof Z)^/5^ uhich made him offer himfclf to Heclor, 
1 he ficred chara6ter gnve him hope> th^t they would 
not violate his perfi»n, fh-juiti h*^ hiJppen to betaken; 
and his riches he ki ew were luffinent to purchafe his 
liberty -, b^-fides all fuch advantages, he had hopes fronj 
his fwifmets to e^capte any ]ju.fueri:. Eujiaikius.^ 

^'' 375' AV bl:Jt by biaiiircviiih i lie charms o/face^l 
The original i% 

Which feme ancient critics thouj>ht to include a conrra- 
didlion, b coul'e a man that is ill <n.iped can Ijardiy be 
fwittin running; taking th-s word adoq as applied in ge- 
neral to the air of the v\hole perfon. But Ari/iotle ac- 
qu.iintsus th.it -.vord was as p.oner in regard ro the face 
only, and that it was ufual wiih the Cretans to call a 
man will a han.lfome fiice, tvu^'n^* So x\\\X. Dolon might 
war.t a good face, and yet be w ell -lliaped enough to 
nidkc an exciillent racer. Poet, c, 26. 

N4 Heaorf 
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K'/'i*- w.'* . -r.o •■ ..* "J^- »:;»; to J'v; :. -, c:i h > ui ^:cft^k- 
/'/ /,/'/, 7/'/ Ti'/ ri/- -?:.•', y:i'.v::.- ;'^/ ;i <l- •»;/, 

i: • t ipiai. J'" ti , ja-.i n.sKc t.u ^. a -riui^ yij:. 

V%>.\ on' fby-.i'- rh'ujk rh'!' raflit.ef^ of fuch a pronii'> 
|.'*iirr ;ti:,rft':'l AJih the ard •;:.- of inis \OL;'rifuJ {>.- p :-^ 
1I1.111 v/irli ilie ch^raCler ot an exptriciiced «\h.ri:or iim^c 
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Ev'n to the royal tent purfue my way, 385 

And all their counfcis, all their aims betray, 

The chief then hcav'd the golden fcepter high, 
Attefting thus the monarch of the flcy. 
Be witnefs ihou ! immortal Lord of all ! 
Whofe thunder fhakes the dark aerial hall: 390 

By none but Dblon fhall this prize be borne, . 
And him alone th' immortal deeds adorn. 

Thus Heaovy fworc : the Gods were call'd in vain. 
But the rafh youth prepares to fcour the plain : 
Acrofs his back the bended ,bow he flung, 395 

A wolPs grey hide around his fhoulders hung,. 
A ferret's downy fur his helmet lin'd. 
And in his hand a pointed jav'lin (hin'd. 
Then (nevei to return) he fought the fliore, 
And trod the path, his feet mull tread no more. 400 
Scarce had he pafs-d the fteeds and Trojan throng, 
(Still bending forward as he cours'd along) 
When, on the hollow way, th' approaching tread 
Ul^es mark'd, and thus to Dtomed. 

O friend ! I hear fome ftep of hoflile feet, 405 
Moving this way, or had'ning to the fleet ; 
Some fpy perhaps, to lurk befide the main ; 
Or nightly pillager that drips the flain. 
Yet let him pafe,' and win a little fpace ; 
Then rufh behind him, and prevent his pace, 410 
But if too fwift of foot he flies before. 
Confine hiscourfc along the fltet and (bore. 
Betwixt the camp and him our fpears employ. 
And intercept his hop'd return to Troy, 

With that they dep'd afide, and doop'd their bead, 

(As Dolon pafs'jd) behind a heap of dead : 416 

N 5 Along 
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Alor^ :'„: path tr.efpr unwary £ew; 
So:":, :iu jji d.;:inc= Loih the chiefs pur fuc* 
So di::2rit t'r.cy, a-.c I'j^h ih*; fpace bctveen, 
A a V. L=r. :to tt 2:1:5 of ir».ilc3 divide the greeny 420 

(To 

V. 4:c -'-'^ ■' ■ ?'-■ -Vx-"V-«, <?j ti-.^^ff tu-9 

■ j^f •■"■.. •. ^: ' I ^'c-.er >■.;'"'. ;M;aj takes nono- 
*i;e Jt -h; r>i ■»'r- cf r •: -i- 2 :ifta by the ancients, 
•••:. c' ■? kz':t:'zs : : . ":.''"? \ r'.'e?, 4nl of which we 

• z-i :zi b.' 2..J- :"■ :". -.i D ..-. ■ . Sh- is not fati^^fied * 
\»il>. :' < ixp^ir • :■' g^:v-M ^r D- '■■ rur ri»at Homer 
r»-e.-.i t :>.e tpi;.-; A..::h :n 1!-= Sv -h-:r f.v:f»nef f^aln 
'.p--. x-- -.r:-.: r" " "• •"-? '' "^V f-^ii- ** The G^/t?- 
" c-;:r:.- (i>.v5 ■*:-) u= ■ rr: r'o.v :r "he Planner now in 
** u".c. \"-.z\- :' ■ : b-?:? ■.:- :.;- it:--1 .\i h oxtn, and 
** :h::n v.l- ■ ei :■ r: r- ■"sir.':!}- v.-- ; niulis. When they 
'* esiplrrc 1 TAo r".-. ?" ::; \\ ri.'d, th-y meafured :he 
•• •':->.ice "h-T jr. »'. r'.'.v ir a diV, jind fet their plows at 
•* t'."J* f.vr f :-> . t -i 1: r^jc?, rtPd 'fL-fe p:0 a 5 proceeded 
** r-.'.v -.re- esc : %.;r?r. ; r.-' :: rrrme -irsre f|>*ce was 
•* vv^'*.:ir.: '^ {^\;:l, ■ ■•:- Iff 'n prjp^rtioii f.ir iwo p;0W3 

• * ct" .? xe '. ' > .; r f .' .- : A ,- . .-. j ! t.= ; j r c .t. ■ ! e ox = 11 are fl jwe r, 
'• .^: d ::^:: -o-e ::• .i nrvi '■ i: 1' i> jlr^KV had the ^xW 

aI:'.^. 1 :"r.-*.^:i bt!.?v- -h.u ^\rjt H'j.ncr calls 



I • 



** i-r,tf;a, 1. t: ■ '>»;.e J=f: iv :! r ■■.. ■V.TidineM bttween 

*' t'.\o p'.j- '. -• "" :•. f? '::■.■■: r'.i * ir iime r.tii; and 
'* a? tr.jj :'^»c= ■•m..- -.'• "■u-:: ::- |»■^..t^l■ ir^ a li Id alreii- 
•* dv ♦.iljA-L-l r.v «^\eT^. r.^ .livi' '.h.i' he lav- of muleF, 
" th =t :hev a.e f.'. iK:r :ir''. rltrrr ro t,".ve the fccond 
•* p!o.*.:iY th.m ox.:*, .xv ^ t'.-.srcfo.-e diii-rguifbe> the 
*' f.cl.i f li.^vcd "^ ; •!- tp ::.'"t c.f ..'. '•-, rncTa .caCfir,i" 
'' fo»" Ti.;'. Tp ■-* ■' A-. c r" :'r ^i Tv) :n iriv a. rr:? or ptrche*", 
** ariai.ci- > ;.-;;-:•;:.-." ^i « 1H*:.! ^i- y. - ur; llleii, v^hich 
•* l;?'rr :i:jv:i:' •■" - -i-J-." o.-f-::-:':, uiK- : -d the irtfr- 
" v;.l I J b- fj ^.'^'■ :' v :--"-^ be"- ern rii.* ? \o p!oA-s of 
*' {.M" . : r-^-..!'c : i:y .v.a..i v.-':c ilif'.),! ti'- ;'o n i:.h v\ork. 
" /_',"■• /tL-.!. ;•.. r.-i't :t! V ; -I r:.. :-!r ».f:-» j -.'i-ir com- 
'» par Icn for a t! i :4 '.h. tp-.Te: :.i 'Lenr^j.-; at flse 
•• fame ^imc hvi ir.dw- h!> ex;»Ti:p.c in i\\z I'.rrof agri- 
** cuUure, ClViX v'v ? 'i.- ve Sc? a n'.oit .■i-.»r»*f »!>]»» omii- 
** men', a- ind-f-d all "l^e i n^es uiav.n fioiii this art 
•• are p'iculir.r y r.-jeiMMiing." 

'I h*: »r,,:r' r:r r.f nieafur'n^ a fp:i:e of ground by a 
coniparifo'i fr-j.n jilowiiij, fccmitj LaveLetn cuilomary 

in 
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(To whom the hind like (hares of land allows) 
« /hen now few furrows part th' approaching ploughs. 
Now Dolon lift'ning heard then) as they paft ; 
Heffor (he thought) had fent, and checked his hafte. 
Till fcarceat diftanceof a jav'lin throw, 425 

No voice fuccecding, he perceivM the foe. 
As when two fkilful hounds the lev'ret wind. 
Or chafe thro' woods obfcure the trembling hind; 
Now loft, now fcen, they intercept his way. 
And from the herd ftill turn the flying prey: 43* 
So faft, and with fuch fears the Trajan flew ; 
So clofe, fo conftant, the bold Greeks purfue. 
Now almolt on the fleet the daftard falls. 
And mingles with the guards that watch the walls ; 
When brave Tydides ftopp'd a gcn'rous thought 435 
(Infpir'd by Pallas) in his bofom wrought. 
Left on the foe fome forward Greek advance. 
And fnatch the glory from his lifted lance. 
Then thus aloud: Whoe'er thou art, remain; 
This jav'lin elfe (hall fix thee to the plain. 440 

He faid, and high in air the Vk^eapon caft, 
Which wilful err'd, and o'er his flioulder paft ; 
Then fix'd in earth. Againft the trembling wood 
The wretch ftood propp'd, and quiver'd as he ftood; 

A fudden 

in thofe times from that paflage in the firll book of Sa- 
muel y ch. 14. v. 14. And thejirftjla^ghtcr 'which io- 
nathitn and his armour bearer mad?, ivas ah-iut tiventy 
mcHy ivithin as it nAfere half a furrQiu of an acre of land ^ 
*which a yoke of oxen might plo'W, 

V. 444. '^ui'ver*d as he ftood, hcJ] "i he Poet here 
gives us a very lively pi6Vure of a perfon in rhe utiix ft 
agonies of f^ar. Dolon*i, fvviftnefs forfakcs him, and Ke 
ftands (hackied by his cowardice. The very words op.efs 
the thing he defcribes by th« broken lur'n of the Q cck 

verfcs. 
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A rudden palfy fciz'd his turning head ; 445 

His loofe teeth chatter'd, and his colour fled : 
The panting warriots feize him as he ftands. 
And with nnmanly tears his life demands. 

O fpart my youth, and for the breath I owe. 
Large gifts of price my father (hall bellow : 450 

Vafl heaps of brafs (hall in your (hips be told. 
And fteel well-temper'd, and refulgent gold. 

To whom Ul;jffcs made this wife reply 5 
Whoe'er thou art, be bold, nor fear to die. 
What moves thee, fay^ when (leep has clos'd the fight. 
To roam the (llent fields in dead of night? 456 

Cam'd thou the fecrets of our camp to find. 
By Hedor prompted, or thy daring mind ? 
Or art fome wretch by hopes of plunder led 
Thro' heaps of carnage, to defpoil the dead ? 460 

Then thus pale Dolon with a fearful look, 
(Still, as he fpoke, his limbs with horror (hook) 

verfe?. And fomtthing like it is aimed at in tho 
Englt/h, 

V. 454. Be told, vorfcar to r/ie.] 'Tis obfervable 
what cuution the poet here ufes in reference lo Do/on s 
Vlyjfcs does not n^ake h m any promiles of life, but 
only bids him very artfully x^ot to think of dying: Jo 
that when Diomcd kills him, he was not guilty of a 
breach of promiff, and the fpy \Aa5 deceived rather by 
the art j»nd fubtlety of Vijjffcs, than by his falihood. 
2>o/o«'s underllanding feems'entiifcly to be difturbed by 
his fears; he was fo cautious as not to believe a I'licnd 
juft before without an oath, but here he trults an ene- 
my without fo much as a promife. Eufiathhis, 

Hitbbr 
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Hither I came, by Heaor\ words deceivM ; 
Much di3 he promife, rafhly Ibeliev'd: 
No lefs a bribe than great Achilles* car 465 

And thofe fwift ftceds that fweep the ranks of war, 
Urg'd me, unwilling, this attempt to make; 
To learn what counfels, what refolves you take : 
If now fubdu'd, you fix your hopes on flight, 
And tir'd, with toils, negleft the watch of nigh ? 476 

Bold was thy aim, and glorious was the prize, 
(UlyffeSi with a fcornful fmilc, replies) 
Far other rulers thofe proud fteeds demand ; 
And fcorn the guidance of a vulgar hand ; 
Ev'n great Achilles fcarce their rage can tame, 475 
Achilles fprung from an immortal dame. 
But fay, be faithful, and the truth recite ! 
Where lies encamp'd the Trojan chief to night ? 
Where ftand hiscourfers? in what quarter fleep 
Their other Princes ? tell what watch they keep ? 48a 
Say, fince this conqueft, what their counfels are ?i 
Or here to combat, from their city far, I 

Or back to IHon\s walls transfer the war ? 3 

Uljiffes thus, and thus Eumedes* fon : 
What Dolon knows, his faithful tongue (hall own. 485 

V. 467. Uig^dme unwilling,} 'Tis obfcrvable that the 
cowardice 01 Z)o/o// here betrays him into a falihogd: 
thouch Ei4/lathius is of opinion that the word in the ori- 
ginal ihean& no more than contrary io rriy judgmetit 

478. Where lies encamp* d,^ The night was now very 
far advanced, the morning approached, and the two 
heroes had their wh51e delign ll^ll to execute ; Vlj'ffes 
therefore complies with the neceffity of the time, and 
makes his queltions very (I'.ort, though at the fdme time 
very full. In the like manner, when Vlyj^s Qomt^ to 
(hew Diomed the chariot of Rheju7y he uTes a fudden 
tranfition without the ufual form of fpeakiug* 

HeRor^ 
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H:iIoi\ the peers aiTcmbllng in his tent, 
A council holds at Ilus* monument. 
No certain guards the nightly watch partake ; 
Where'er yon' fires afcend, the Trojans wake: 
Anxious for TVcj*, the guard the natives keep, 490 
Safe in thoir cares, th' auxlliar forces fleep, 
Whofe wives and infants, from the danger far, 
Dtfcharge their fouls, of half ihe fears of war. 

Then fleep thofc aids among the Trojan train, 
( Enquired the chief) op fcatterM o'er the plain ? 495 

To whom the fpy : Their pow'rs they thus difpofe : 
The P^ons, dreadful with their bended bows. 
The Cjri.jtif, CtJuconSf the Pilaf/ian hoft. 
And Lelegts encamp along the coafl. 
Not dillant far, lie higher on the land 500 

The LycLwf M\fian^ and Maonlan band. 
And Pl'i'ygiti*s horfc, by T/jym5ras^ SLUcknt wall; 
The Thrackms utmoll, and aparL from all. 

V. 4rR. .v.? o"/i;.".\^.v.zr.7i ] Hjn:er, to ^jve an air 
of po!\!{»i!i»v '.^ this n'.rr.uion. Itt-. us iniderfhnd that 
\W 7. '^•./•.' ciinip mighr e-uily be erteied wirhont dirco- 
vtTV, l»**v a ft* iliere w rr: 110 centiii I- to ^u .: i ir. This 
nrtlu h i'>pcii p.iiily t'liou^-h the fecuriry v\hich their 
V»:i facet U\ aJ thrown th- mi. iro, :.p. p^vtU tl-rougjh 'he 
f.it |.uf*i of ;iu loimrviciy. trli .c< whivli //:;;.f/- gives 
us . notl:: '• very M.ujral reafo"., the nejjiigtiicc ot the 
;i«x'.ll\r fo-v'c'J, who, brin^ forcigrur , hiiu nothing to 
loir bv I -it f-r.of r,- .:•. 

V, ^*^^9. If'ir.'cr y-ir Jif •> n/ce-..-.] Tf.'..; b not to 
:.. o.^^.l ^^ 0'..f.- f. . vv^.;, h // t^^ -r,,^-...,. . • : *^ 



tives of 7.' K- \ »-»* ani «-*%*:« 7r:p;,- f,- if., v.yg the fame 

can to 

Thcfc 



thinj;. ^oih;-.! »r»«? t'x'*" \" ' '-"X-^p^* ^X}'*^ mean to 
h.ive houlvo o* hcaiiha i.n T, cy. ^.-iu;..:us. 
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Thcfc Troy but lately to her fuccour won, 

Led on by Rhefus% great Etoneus' fon : 505 

•I faw his courfers in proud triumph go, 

Swift as the wind, and white as winter-fnow : 

Rich filver platcahis (hining car infold ; 

His folid arms, refulgent, flame with gold ; 

No mortal (boulders fuit the glorious load, 510 

Celeftial Panoply^ to grace a God ! 

Let me, unhappy, to your fleet be borne. 

Or leave me here, a captive's fate to mourn. 

In cruel chains; till your return reveal 

The truth or falfliood of the news I tell. 5 1 j 

To this Tydidesy with a gloomy frowti : 
Think not to live, tho' all the truth be fhown : 
Shall we difmifs thee, in fome future ftrife 
To rifk more bravely thy now forfeit life ? 
Or that again our camps thou may'ft explore ? 520 
No — once a traytor, thou betray'ft no more. 

Sternly he fpoke, and as the wretch prepared 
With humble blandifhment to ftroke his beard, 
Like lightening fwift the wrathful faulchion flew. 
Divides the neck, and cuts the nerves in two ; 525 
One inftant fnatch'd his trembling foul to hell, 
. The head, yet fpeaking, mutter'd as it fell. 
The furry helmet from his brow they tear. 
The wolf's grey hide, th' unbended bow and fpear ; 

V. 525. Divides the ?:ockJ] It mav ferm a piece of 
barbarirv in DiomeJ. to kill Dolon rh«?, in the very adl 
of fupplicating^ for mercv. Eu^ai.hius t.nfwcrs^ that it 
was very neceiiarv that it (hould hz fo, for fear, if he 
had deferred his death, he might have cried out to the 
Trojant, v.ho, hearing his voice, would have been upon 
their guard. 

Thefc 
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Thcfc great Ulylfes lifting to the ikies, 5JO 

To fav'ring Pdlat dedicates the prize. 

Great queen of armsi receive this hoftile fpoily 

And let the Thracian fteeds reward our toil : 

Thee firft of all the heav*iily hoft we praife ; 

O fpeed our labours, and dired our ways ! 535 

This faid, the fpoils, with dropping gore defac'd. 

High on a fpreading tamaiifk be placM; 

Then beap'd with reeds and gathered boughs the plain. 

To guide their footfteps to the place again. 

Thro' the ftill night they crofs the devious fiel€liB9540 
Sh'pp'ry with blood, o'er arms and heaps of (hields. 
Arriving whete the Thracian fquadrons lay, 
And eas'd in fleep the labours of the day, 
Rang'd in three lines they view the proftrate band t 
The horfcs yok'd befide each warrior fland ; 545 
Their arms in order on the ground reclin'd. 
Thro' the brown fhade the fulgid weapons fhin'd ; 
Amidll, lay Rhefus^ ftretch'd in fleep profound. 
And the white deeds behind bia chariot bound* 
The welcome fight Ulyps firft defcries, 550 

And points to DiomeJ the tempting prize. 
The man, the couriers, and the car behold ! 
Defcrib'd by Dolotij with the arms of gold. 
Now, brave TydiJes ! now thy courage try. 
Approach the chariot, and the fteeds untye ; 55 j 
Or if thy foul afpire to fiercer deeds. 
Urge thou the flaughter, while I feize the liteds. 

Pallas (thisfald) her hero's bofcm warms, 
Breath'd in his heart, and (Irung his nervous arms ; 
Where'er he pafs'd, a purple llream purfu'd ; 560 
Histhirfty faulchion> fat with hoftile blood, 

Batb'd 
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Bath'd all his footfteps, dy'd the fields with gore, 

And a lovv^roan remurmiir*d thro' the fho.rc. 

So the grim lion, from his nlglitly den, 

O'erleaps the fences, and invades the pen ; S^^S 

On fheep or goats, rcfiftlefs in his way, 

He falls, and foaming rends the giiardlefs prey. 

Nor ftopp'd the fury of his vengeful hand, 

Till twelve lay breaihlefs of the Thractan b^nd. 

ZZ/j'^j following as his part'ner flew, 570^ 

Back by the foot eat:h flaoghter'd warrior drew ; 

The milk-white courfers "iludious to convey 

Safe "to the fliips, he wifely cleared the way ; 

Left the fierce fteeds, not yet to battles bred. 

Should ftart and tremble at the heaps of dead. 575 

Now twelve difpatch'd, the monarch laft they found ; 

Tydides^ faulchion fix'd him to the groundt 

Juft then a dreadfnl dream Minerva fent ; 

A warlike form appcar'd before his tent, 

Whcfe vifionary fteel his bofom tore : 580 

Sodream'd the monarch, and dwak'd no more, 

Uly/fes now the fnowy fteeds detaiiiS, 
And leads them, faftenM by the filver reins ; 
Thefe, with his bow unbent, he lafh'd along ; 
(The fcourge forgot,, on Rbefus* chariot hung) 585 

^•578. Juft then a dreadful dream Minerva /t'«/.] 
All the circumftanceF of this atS^ion, the night, Rhejus 
buried in a profound lleep, and Diomed with thefword 
in his hand hanging over the head of that prince, fur- 
niftied Homer with the idea of this ficlion, which re- 
prefeiits R/ie/us dying faft aflcep, and as it were behold- 
ing his enemy in a dream plunging a iword into his 
boibm. This image is vefy natarai, for a man in this 
condition awakes no farther than to lee cunfufedly what 
environs him, and to think it not a reality, but a vifion. 
EuftafAwSf Dacier. 

^ Then 
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TTiC- ^2Tc hii fr!c::d the fljrzlio retire; 

Biit }/=■, tew dar.:jcrT, tCTr 2*c}ucvement& fire : 

Dc::L:fjl he ftood^ cr w!;-! Lis rctking bhdc 

To fw--.d acre hrrcfs lo th' irfcrr.al fha£e» 

D:^^' off Lc ci- '.vr.crc Rlf.W arra&ur I-v, 590 

Or Iicavc with nrsr.Iy fcrce, 2-jd lift away. 

Wiiiir uriiirfoh'a l!.e Ion of T-..-iLi iiacds, 

Pallas appeals, aitd lHus her ch'=x*comnea&{Is. 

Enoiigr., my f(.n, from farther fiaughter ccafe, 
Regard thy fafcty, and depart in peace; 595 

Hafte to the fiiips, the gotten fpoHs enjay, 
Kur tfciiipi too far the hoilile Gods of TVcy. 

Tlic vulct: divine confcf/d the martial maid ; 
In hallc lie mounted, and h<;r word obey'd ; 
Thecoiirfers fly before Z/A^j* bow, 600 

Swift aR tl.c wind, and while as wiater-fnovr. 

Not iir.nhf.rv'd ihty pafb'd : the God of light 
Kad w.-.tcii'cl his Tro^y and mark'd Minen^% flight, 
Saw 73 :.'f;v* fun with h?iv'n!y fuccour bleil. 
An.! \ t r.^L!'.il ?.!\;cr hll'd \\\^ fucred bread, 605 

S\u.i lo \\\^ Tr \::i ca'iip dcice:idD the pow'r, 
Aiivl »v.i:;LS /iV./-' -" ^" ^'*^ morning-hour, 
(Ua iV/.-'!.j* iiJe aCLU'.\i):^.iV; to attend, 
A t'»!th:"ul k:.Ji''..j:s :ind i'.ir'riiCtlve friend!) 
lie rv i'w, a-'.vl :.;s\ i\\c fult: dcfonn'd with blo-jd, 610 
An ci\p:y 4 ::C: , wiieic Lte the coiirfers ftood, 
T'::j vc't-w:- n T/:ruii2.'is panting on the coaft ; 
1 \. r V u c M \\ J \N\.p c , b'J t for li i s ^ .V/i/ j molt: 

•7- ■ .. ■ .-•' \ ' .. !• .o-y :c. j-up •.' K: .: :..c iight of 
r .. r. T'... . .... ...».-..'.a \ir ;\. iT. ;,. .;.:<.. 



N( 
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Now while on Rhefus* name he calls in vain, 
Thegath'ring tumult fpreadso'er all the plain: 615 
On heaps the Trojans rufh, with wild affright, 
And wondVing view the /laughter of the night. 

Mean while the chiefs, arriving at the (hade 
Where late the fpoils of Hedlor*% fpy were laid, 
CT/y^j ftopp'd ; to him 73'<//fiiJpj bore 620 

The trophy, dropping yet with Dolon*^ gore : 
Xhen mounts again; again their nimble feet 
The courfcrs ply, and thunder tow'rds the fleet. 

Old Nejlor firft perceiv'd th' approaching found, 
Befpeaking thus the Grecian pe.ers around. 625 

Methinks the noifc of trampling fteeds I hear 
Thick'ning this way, and gathering on my car; 
Perhaps fomc horfes of the Trojan brecil 
(So may, ye Gods! my pious hopes ''fuccccd) 
T'hc great Tydldes and Ul^es bear, 630 

Returned tiiumphant with this prize of war. 
Yet much I fear (ah may that fear be vain) 
The chiefs out- number'd by the Trojan train ; 

V. 624. O/^y NVQorj^'/? percei'v^rly ^.] It mav \yith 
An »ppear:ir.ce of realon bs r;fked, whence it cou'd be 
\\\3\N./^oi\ whole ffciife of hearing inight bt» fiH)pored 
to be in^p.iifr^i by Ifi?. great oge, (hould be the firfr per- 
fon anio!);^ fo ni<»i;y youtliful Acirriors who he us the 
tread of il'e hcr^'ec; feet at a diflaiic* ? F.u/iaih'ivs <\\\- 
ivs-ers, that i^J^or ha<l n p.H'ti..ii!ar concern for the fafetv 
of Diowiil ani I'/j'/I-^ on this occufion, as he was the 
p'j;fon wh.Oj.by profx'rint:!; rh.e urdertaking, hnd expofed 
rhein to a ver^' (]ii,n:il d-ng^r: and cor.teq«<eutly his 
fiijnal c.;re, for rheir pefervation, did more rha)i fvippiv 
ri,('. <iif.UiVnnr;?gp 'tf hi-;' age. I'his ajjiees vcivVe'l 
with v.h..'r i-nn-'-diatfiy foUovNs ; for the old man bie.^ks 
out iiito a tranipoit at the I'ght ofthtm, and in a wi'd 
fort of joy allss foir.e quetiion?, whicli coul J not liavj 
pr»>ceeaed from him, but vvhilc he wab under that h ppy 
furprize. Eujiuthius* 

Ptrhaps 
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Pi-Mps, cr'c d:w pzrT-'c, ilfy feck lli€ fliorc; 
Or £.":.] prfjiptii;:'* bc-vX4irrEO OMMC. 655 

Fcrcc hid :.; Tp:!-, »-\j= lo! the chiefs appear, 
A - £ f: ri r ^ : : c « t r. : :\ ; crr^ij «/ dir^:fi ihcir fear : 
W::h xorii c{: It'il'.z ar-i f\ir3iti hands 
Tl.rr :^'tct iJic K:Ti^>: £-:i .Vr fir £1 ft demands :•. 

Scj :!.:.■;, v 'Mfc ;:ri:.'£f LI c\:t br;! proclaim, 640 
Tliou il^-in^ f -^'^r cf the C^r.-Lza czme ! 
Siv wbsrccihtfe cooifcn: by what chaccc beflow'd 
'ihc rpoJl of fi-'cs, er pre ft ct of a God? 
Not iJiv^fc fair fittds fo rr.dlant and fo gar, 
Tx:::l craw iht Ltrr.ipg charict cf the day. 64^ 

0!ii ..> lam, to ujc I fjjrn to yield. 
Anil Laily rr.Irig'«: iii the mini J Celd ; 
But fiirc till n w v.o courrir^ fiiuck iny fjgbt 
L'Lcthwf.*, co:^f;.ic.:oi 3 t-.ro* t^..c rar/^b of f?glit. 
S'.Miic Go!, I ilzCTVf confjiT'd the glorious prize, 650 
liltft as \e arc, niJfavMics of liac flvies : 
'j'h? c::rc ofl.i:ri who bids the thundtr roar, 
And * htr, whofc fury bathes the world with gore. 

r^-lhcrl not fo (fa£:c Fihjcut irjoin'd) 
The j^:ft> of hoa/'ii are of a nobler kind. 655 

Of Thractufi lirieiige are tlie Heeds ye view, 
Whofc !.cilile King the brave T;.\T:Ju flew ; 

* A/; ; /i'.7. 

^c5. 0/Thr:'t*-.n /;> rif-, ^c] It if obf(f;rvnMp. favs 
Kuftutiiius^ that lio'r:ef\ in »hi> p'a^e, unravti? the fe- 
lico of th s iiifclit*o exploit-;, i.nl invtrs ih-j mder of th? 
former nairiuon. '1 hi- 15 partly occ.ifi' neJ by a 1 e- 
cffHty of ^■/iO/*?' ?T.qiriri«-s, ard partly to relate :hi 
f/iine thing in a tiiS-r-rnt v.av, that l^e mi»»ht not r.ri 
ih- rrrader v\ith sn tx.iit lepeiitiou of .vhar he knt^ 
before. 

Sleeping 
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Sleeping he dy'd, with all hi« guards around, 
And twelve befide lay gafping on the ground. 
Thefe other spoils from conquered Dolon came, 660 
A wretch, whofe fwiftnefs was his only fame, 
By HeSor fent our forces to explore. 
He now lies headlefs on the fandy fhore. 

Then o'er the trench the bounding courfers flew ; 
The joyful Greeks with loud acclaim purfue. 66^ 

Strait to Tydtdes* high pavilion borne. 
The matchlefs deeds his ample ftalls adorn : . 
The neighing courfers their new fellows gfreet, 
And the full racks are heap'd with gen'rous wheat. 
But Dolon^s armour to his (hips convey'd, 670 
High on the painted ftern Uljiffet laid, 
A trophy deftin'd to the blue-ey'd maid. 

Now from nocturnal fweat, and fanguine ftain, 
They cleanfe their bodies in the neighboring main : 
Then in the polifh'd bath, refrefh'd from toil, 675 
Their joints they fupple with diflblving oil, 

V. 659. And twelve hefide, &c.] How comes it to 
pafsthat the Poet fhould here call- Do/on the thirteepth 
that was (lain, whereas he had already numbered up 
thirteen befides him? K?^/?M;«j anfwers, that he nien- 
tions Rhcfus by hjr^felf, oy wav of eminence. Then 
coming to recount the Thracians^ he reckons twelve of 
them ; fo that taking Rhefus feparately, Dolon will 
rnake, the thirteenth. 

V. 67 A. They cleanfe their bodies in the main, &c.] 
We have here a regimen very agreeable to the fint^jpli* 
city and aulWritv ot the old heroic times, 'f'hefe war-. 
riorsplurjj;ed themfelves.into the fea to w-afh themfelves: 
for the fait water is not only more purifying than any 
other, but more corroborates the nerves. They after- 
wards enter into a bath, and rub their bodirs with oil, 
which by foftening and moiflening. the flefh prevents 
too great a diflipation, and reftorcs the natural llrength. 
Euftaihius. 



The ARGUMENT. 
The third Battle, and the Afts of Agamemnon. 



/XGAMEMNON having armed blmfelfUadt the Gredans 
to battle : Hedor prepares the Trojana to receive them ; mobile 
Jupiter, Juno and Minerva, give the JignaU of war, Agamem- 
non hears all before kit* i andHeStor is command by Jupiter 
(viho fends Iris /or that purpofi) to decline the engagememt^ till the 
KingfhouU ig woi/ndedand retire from thefeU, He then mates a 
great flaughter of the enemy; Ulyffes andXAoxs^tA put a fiop to 
him for a time; but the latter being tvounded by Paris, is obliged t9 
defert his companion^ 'who is encompaffed by the Trojans, tvounded^ and 
in the utmo/i danger ^ till Menelaus and Ajaz refcne him. He^or 
comes againjl Ajax, but that hero alone opp<fes multitudes^ and ral- 
lies the Greeks. In the mean time MachSton, in the other wing rf 
the army, is pier cd by an arroxo from Paris, and carried fram 
thefgbt in Neftor*^ chariot. Achilles (who overlooked the a&ion 
from his fbip j fends Patroclus to enquire which of the Greeks was 
wounded in that manner ? Neftor entertains him in his tent w'th am , 
account of the accidents of the day, and a long recital of fame former 
wars which he had remembere^^ending to put Patroclus vpws per» 
fuading Achilles tofgbt for his Countrymen^ or at lettfl to permit 
him to do tt, chd in Achilles*/ armour. Patroclus in his return ' 
meets Eurypylus alfo wounded, andaffifls in that dijlrefi. 

This Ifooi opens Tvith the eight and twentieth dtty of the poem; 
and thefujxe day with its various anions and adventures, is extended ' 
through the twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, ffteentb, fixtscntb, fe» 
vcnteenth, and part of the eighteenth books. The Scene lies im the 
field near the monument of lius. 
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JL H E faifron morn, with early blulhes fpread, 
Now rofe refulgent from Til bonus* bed 5 
With new-barn day to gladden mortal fight. 
And gild the courts of heav'n with facred light. 

When 

* As Homers invention is in nothing more wonder- 
ful, than in the great variety of chara6lers with which 
his poems are div«r(ifie 1, fo his judgment appears in no- 
Ihirg more exa6l, th:m in th ,5 1 propriety wi'h which each 
charaC^^er is maintaine.L But this exatftnefs muft he 
colle^^ed by adilijicnt attention ^o his condu6> through 
the Whole: and. when the particulars of each charafler 
are laid tO{»ether, we ihail tiiwl them all p oceeding 
from the fame tampfr and difpor^ion of tne p«rf m. 
If this obfervation be nf g^'^^^cl, 1 he Poet's conducl will 
lofe much of its true beauty and harmony. 

I fancy it will not be unp'ea^ant to the reader, to con- 
fide r the \>^^xx*tQ\i /Igatmmr.oriy drawn by fo mnfterly 
a hand as ihat of Homr>ry in its full lenp,th. after hav* 
ing feen him in fever al views and lights finte the be- 
ginning of the poem. 

Vol. IL O ^^^ 
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When baleful Eris fent by Jove*s command^ j 

The torch of difcord blazing in her hand, 

C Thro* 

He is maHer of policy and flratagem, and maintains a 
good underOanding with his council ; which was but 
necelTarjr.confidering how many different, independent 
iiatioos and intefefts he had to manage : He feems fully 
Gonfcious of his own fuppriqr authority, ai)i aJvi^s' 
knows the time when to exert it : He is perfonally very 
valiant, but not without fome mixture' of fievcenefs; 
Highly refentful of the injuries done his family, e?en 
more than Menelaus himfelf : Warm both in his paifions 
<ind afftdions, particularly in the love he bears his bro- 
ther.^ In (hort, he is (as Horner himfelf in another plac« 
defcribes him) both a good King,^and a great Warrior, 

It is very obfervable how this hero rifes in the efteent 
of the reader as the poem advances : It opens vvith 
many circumdances very much to the dif ad vantage of 
his character ; hemfults the prieft of Apollo^ and out- 
rages Achilles : but in the fecoiid book he grows fenfiJ 
ble of the effects of his raflinefs, and takes the faph en- 
tirely upon himfelf. In rhe fourth he (hews himfeff a 
fkilful commander, by exhorting, reproving, aixi per- 
forming all the offices of a good general : In the eighth 
he is deeply touched by the fufterings of his army, 
and malies all the people's calamities his own : In tha 
ninth he endeavours to reconcile himfelf to Ach'tlles^ and 
condefcends to be the peritioner, becaufe it is for the 

'public good: In the tenth, fnding thofe endea\'ours in- 
effe^ual, his concern keeps him the whole night awake, 
in contriving all pofTible methods to affift ,r.hem : And 
jiow in the eleventh, as it were refolving himfelf to fup« 

,.ply the want of Ach;lUs^ he grows jprodigioufly in his 
valour, and performs wonders in his (ingle perfon. 

,Thus we fee ^^fl//;r/wM;7' continually winning upon 
our efteem, as we grow acquainted with him ; fo that he 
feenis to be like that Goddefs the Poet dcfcnbes, whq 
was low at thefirll, but rifing by degrees, at lall reaches 
the very heavens. 

V. 5. When kaUful Fris, ^r.]. With wliat a wonder- 
ful fubiimity does the Poet bej^in this book ? He awakens 
the readei\s curiofuy, and founds an alarm to the ap- 
proaching battle. With what magnificence does he 
ijlht; n; \he deeds of AgamemAon? He feems for a 

while 
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Thro' the red flcies her bloody fign extends. 

And, wrapt in tempefts, o'er the fleet defcend«. 

High on Ulyjfes^ bark, her horrid (land 

She took, and thundcr'd thro* the feas and land. 10 

Ev'n Jjax and Achilles heard the fonnd, 

Whofe ihfps rentwte, the guarded navy bound. 

Thence the black Fury thro' the Grrf/flw throng 

With horror founds the loud Orthian fong : 

Tlw navy (hakes, and at the dire alarms 15 

Each bofom boils, each warrior. (lar Is -to arms. 

No more they fjgh, inglorious to return, 

But breathe revenge, and for the combat burn. 

The King of Men his haidy hoft infpires 
With loud command, with great example 6res ; 20 
. Himfclffirftrofe,himfelf before the reft 
His mighty limbs in radiant armour dreft. 
And firfl he casM his marily legs around 
In (hining greaves, with filver buckles bound : 

while to have lufl nil view of the mani batt!e, and lets 
the v.hole action of the poem (land Hill, lu atter.d tfie 
ir.otioiis of .this fin'g'e hero. In flee; J of a herald, he 
briiTjjs down a Godocta toiiifiame the *irin>' ; iniiead of 
a trumpet, cr fuch wjriike mufic, Juno aiict Mlnst'va 
thund'' rover the field of battle c lo've rains down diops 
of bl.od, faiid averts his eyes from fuch a fcene cf 
horror*;. 

^ By the Goddtfs Em i«? meant that prJour and inripa- 
tience for the battle^ which now infpired ihe Oncian 
army: Thy, who jufl before were alnu'll in dffpair, 
row burn for the fi^ht, and lueathe lictJ-.ii g but vvar. 
. y.ufluihiHs, 

V. 14. Orthiany^;:^.] T\\V' \> a kind of an OiLiic 
fong, invented and fin«g om j>uipu1'e to fire the foul to 
noble defids in war. i>uch wms that of ^i imnthcus before 
j1hxar,dcr ihe Greats which bad fuch an iisfJucnce upon 
him, that he leapt fi-oiu his ieut, *iiiJ i»iid hold on his 
arms. Eu/taihius. 

O 2 '\>^sti 
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The beaming cuirafs next adorn'd liU brcaft, 25 

7''he fame which once King Ctnyras poffeft : 

(The fame of Greece and her affembled hoft 

Had reachM that Monarch on the Cyprian cdaft ; 

'Twas then the friendfhip of the chief to gain, 

This glorious gift he fent, nor fent.in vain.) 30 

Ten rows of azure (leel the work infold. 

Twice ten of tin, and twelve of dudiile gold ; . 

Three gliit'ring dragons to the gorget jifc, 

Whofe imitated fcales again ft the flcies 

Refled^cd vanous light, and arching bow'd, 3^^ 

Like coloured rainbows o'er a fhow'ry cloud. 

{^ove^s wond'rous how, of three celeftial djcs, 

Plac'd as a (ign to man amid the flcies.) 

A radiant baldrick, o'er his (boulder ty'd, 

Suftain'd the fword that glitter'd at his fide : 40 

Gold was the hilt, a filver (heath cncas'd 

The (hining blade, and golden hangers grac'd. 

His buckler's mighty orb was next difplay'd, 

That round the warrior -caft a<lFeadful (hade ; 

Ten zones of brafs its ample brim furround, 4^ 

And twice ten bofles the bright convex crown'd ; 



v. a6. ICiKg Cinyras.] It }"> probabk this-pifTage of 
CiKyras King of Cyprus ^ alludes 'o a true h.l»"ory ; and 
what makes it the more fo, is that this ifland was 
famous for its mine? of feveral metals. Eujiaihius, 
. V. 35. Arching hovj^d^^Q. ] /iz///ft/.^-;«5 obferves, that 
the Poet intended to r -prelcnt the bending figure of thele 
ferpsnts, as well as their colour, by compnring them to 
raiiibowjj. Ducier obfervts here how cl ofe a parallel 
this pafTage of Homer- bears to thn in Genr/is^ where 
God telis Noali, 1 have Jet my hoiL in the clouds^ that it 
may he for a /ign of the covjnatit between nie and the 
eart/u 



Tremendous 
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Tremendous Gorgon frown'd upon its field. 

And circling terrors fill'd th' exprefilve (hield : 

Within its concave hung a filver thong, 

On which a mimic ftrpent creeps along, 5.0 

His azure length in eafy waves extends. 

Till in three heads th' cmbroider'd monfter ends. 

Lad o'er his brows his four fold helm he plac'd, 

With nodding horfe hair formidably grac'd ; 

And in his hands two (leely jav-'lins wields,- ^^ 

That blaze to heaven, and lighten all the fields. 

That inflant, y««o, and the martial Maid, 
In happy thunders prorais'd Greece their aid ; 
High o'er the chief they clafh'd their arms in air. 
And, leaning from the cloudsyexpeA the war. 6a 

Clofe to the limits of the trench and mound, 
The fiery courfers to their chariots bound 
The fquires reftrain'd : The foot, with thofc who 

wield- 
The lighter arms, ru(H forward to the field. 
To fecond thefe in clofe array combined 65 

The fquadrons fpread their fable wings behind. 
Now (houts and tumults wake the tardy fun, 
As with, the ligjit the warriors toils begun* 

V. 63. *thefoot\ tfji'th ifiofe 'who imeld the lighter drml 
r'{/h for'ward.'] Here we fee the orrfer of batJle is in- 
verted, and cppofite to that which Neftor propofed in 
the fourth book \ For it is the cavalry which is there 
fuflajned by the infantry ;' here the infantry by the ca- 
valry. But to deliver my opinion, I believe it was the 
nearnefs of the enemy that obliged JIgamemnon to 
change the difpofition of the battle ; He would break 
their battalions with his infantry, and compleat their 
defeat by his cavalry, which (hould fall upon the flyers. 
Dacw\ 

3 Ev'a 
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Ev'n Jove^ whofe thundet fpoke bis wrath, didiliM 
Red drops of blood o'er all the fatal field ; ^O 

The woes of men unwilh'ng to furvcy, 
And all the flaughtcrs that muft ftain the day» 

Near JIus* tomb In order rang'd around. 
The Trojan h'ncs pofTcfs'd the i irmg- ground% 
There wife Polydamat and HeSor Hood \ 75 

JF.neaSy honoiir'd as a guardian God \ 
' Cold PoJ^huii Agertot" the divine ; 
The brother warriori of Ant£nor*9 Hne j . 
With youth/ul A:amai^ whofe bedtJtcoui Ace^ 
And fiiiVproportioH, matched th' cihctial race; 9o 
Great HeSlfjfi corcr'd with his fpaciooi (bitld, 
Plies all the troops, and orders all th<^ field* 
As the red ftar now fhowfr hie fangttioc fires 
Thro' the dark clouds, and now in night retires ; 

llitis 

V. 70. liCd circpi rf hlooJI Thofe prodi*ie>, with 
which H9*nfr embiinme* bii* poetry, ate the fame iti^h 
thofe which hillory jrtlate^ not as ornaments, but as 
truth J. Nothing i» mo»e conira^n In hiftory than fiiowers 
of blood, and unil'^fojjby |?Ives mb the reafon of them s 
'i*he two battlei which had been fou&ht on tht plains 
of Trcty^ hid fo dremhed them with blood, that a great 
quantity of it ml^ht \jt exhaled in vapours, imd camtxl 
into the air, and being there condenf^d, fall dov^n a&ain 
in dews and drop3 of the' fame colour* Ei^afhius. 
See Notes on lib, 16. v. 560. 

V. 85. As the red ftiir,^ We have juft feen at full 
length the piflur'e of the General of the Greeks: Here 
V c fee He^or beautifully drawn in miniature. This 
proceeded from ,the great judgment of the Poet : 'twas 
neceflarv to fpeak fully oi Agamemnon^ who was to be 
the chief hero of this battle, and briefly oi He^or^ who 
had fo often been fpoken of at large before. This is 
an inftance that the roet well knew when to be concife^ 
and vihen 10 be copious. It is impoflible that any thing 
fliould be more happily imagined than this fimilitude 8 
It isfo lively, that we fee He^or fometimes (hmiiig in 

arms 



t. XT. HOMER'S ILIA D. 319 

Thus thro' the ranks appeared the god-like mati> 85 
Plung'd in the rear, or blazing in the van ; 
While dreamy fparklcs, rcftlefs as he ffits, 
Flafli from his anhs as hght*hlng t^otii the fties. 
As fweating reapers in fonie wealthy field, 
RangM in two bands, their crooked weapons wield, 90 
Bear down the furrows, till their labours me^t ^ 
• Thick fall the hcapy hirvefts at their feet. 
So Greece and Troy the field of war divide,. 
And falling ranks are ftrowM on cv*ry fide. 
None ftoropM a thought to ba(e inglorious flight ; 95 
But hoife to borfe, and man to man they fight. 
Not rabid wolves more fierce conteft their prey ; 
Each wounds, each bleeds, but none refign the day. 
Dlfcord with joy the fcenc of death defcries. 
And dVinks brge fTaughter at her fanguine eyes : 100 
Dlfcord alone, of allth^ immortal train, 
■Swells the fed h6rrors of this direful plain : 
The gods ID peace their golden manfions fill, 
RangM in bright order on th* Olympian hill > * 

arms at the head ofhia troops \ ibnd then immedSattly 
iofe fight of him, whU« h« retires in th« ranks of the 
army. Euftatkiia. 

V. 89. Asfyteai'tng reapers.'\ nTwill be neceflkry, for 
th« underflandin^ of this hm ill rude, to explam the me^ 
thodof mowing in Hofner*s days : They mowed in the 
fame manner as tbey plowed, beginning at the extremes 
of the field, which was. e^ally cbvided, and proceeded 
till they met in the mictdle of it. By this means they 
raifed an emulation between both parties, which ihouli 
finiih their (hare firfi. Ifweconlider this cu^om, we 
ihaU find it a ^tri happy comparifon to the two armies 
advancing aprainfi each other, rog^her ivith an exa^ re- 
femblancs m every circumfiance the Poet intended to 
iliuHratf. 

O4 Bat 
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But gcn'ral murmurs told their griefs above^ 105 
And each accused the partial will of Jovcm 
Mean while aparty fuperiory and alone, 
Th' eternal Monarch, on his awful throne. 
Wrapt in the blaze of boundlefs glory fate ; 
And fix'd, fuIBll'd the juft decrees of fate. 1 10 

Oh earth he turn'dhis all-confid'ring eyes, 
And mark'xl the fpot where y/fou's tow'rs arife % 
The fea with (hipSi the field with armies fpread. 
The vigor's rage, the dying, and the dead* 

Thus while the morning4>eams increaHng bright 
O'er hcav'n's puic azure fpread the growing light, 116 
Commutual death the fate of war confoundi. 
Each adverfe battle goarM with equal wou hdi* 
But now (what time in feme fequeHer'd vale 
llic weary woodman fprcads his fparing meal, 120 

When 

V. 1 19 What time in /one /icur/ler*j vnle^ the wearj 
t\K*iif>dn?an^ &c ] One may gi'her from hence, that in 
Homer'tiume they did not meafure the day by hour^, 
but by the program ni of ihe fun \ and diiiingui(bed the 
parts of it by the nio(l noted employments, as in the 
jith of the OdyJJlis, v. 459. from the rifing of the juuges, 
and here from the dining of ihe labourer. 

It may peihaps be entertaining to the reader to fee a 
general account of the menfuiation of time among th« 
fciicients, which I ihall take from Spondanus. At the 
beginning of the world it is certain there was no diiliuc* 
tjon of time but by the light and darknefs, and the 
whole day was included in the general terms of the 
evening and the morning. Mun/hr makes a pretty ob- 
fervation upon thiscullom; Our long-lived fore- fathers 
(fays ht-) had not fo much occalion ;o be cxad^ obfervers 
how the day pafled, as their frailer fon?, whofe (hortnefs 
of life makes it neceffaiy to dillinguifh ever) part of 
time, and fuffer none of it to flip away without their ob- 
fervation. 

It is not improbable but that the Chaldaans^ many 
ages after the flood, were the fiift who divided the djy 

into 
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When his tir'd arms refufe the axe to rear, 
And claim a refpite from the fylvan war : 

But 

into hours ; they being the firft who applied themfelvey 
with any fuccefs to aflrology. The molt ancient fundial 
we read of, is that of Ahaz^ mentioned in the fecond 
book ofKirtgSy ch. 20. about the time of the building of 
Rome : But as thefe were of no ufe in clouded days, and 
in the night, there was another invention of meafuring 
the parts of time by water ; but that not being fufficientl^ 
exacl, they laid it aiide for another by fancU 

'Tis certain the ufe of dials was earlier among tfift' 
Greeks than the Romans \ 'twas above three hundred 
years after the building of Rome before they knew any 
thing of them: But yet they had divided the day and 
night into twenty-four hours, a« appears from rarroand 
Macrobius^ though they did nor count the hours as we 
do, numerically, but from midnight to midnight, and 
diliingutftied them by particularnames, asby tne cock- 
crowing, the dawn, the mid day, 6fr. The firft fundial 
we read of among the Romans^ which divided the day 
into hours, is mentioned by Pliny, lib* i. cap, 20. fixC 
upon liic temple of^irinus by L. Paf>yrius the cenfor^ 
about the twelfth year of the wars with JPyrrhus. But 
the firl! that was of any ufe to the public, Was let up 
near the ro/ira in the forum by Valerius Mejfala the 
conful, after the taking of Cat ana in Sicily \ frona 
whence it was brought, thirty years after the firft had 
been fet up by Papyriusi but this was ftill an imperfeA 
one, the lines of it not exa6^1y correfponding with the 
feveral hours. Yet they made ufe of it many years^ 
till ^ Marcius Philippus placed another by it, greatly 
improved : but thefe had ftill one common aefe6^ of be* 
ing ufelefs in the night, and when the (kies were over- 
cjft. All diefo inventions being thus ineffedlual, Scipio ■ 
Nafica fome year? after meafured the day and night 
into hours from the dropping of water. 

Yet near this time, it may he gathered that fundials 
were very frequent in Rome^ f om a fragment preferved 
by Aulus Gelltus t 3iw6. afcribed to Plautus : Ihe lines 
are fo beautiful, that I cannot deny the r-ader the fatif* 
fact.on of feeing them. 1 h'^y arefuppofed to be fpoken 
bv a huMgry paradte, upon a fight of one of thefe 

O 5 ^ LV 
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But not tin half the proftnte forcft by 

Strctch'd IB loog ruin, and exposM to day) 

ThcDy nor till then, the Greih impulfiYe might 125 

Pierc'd the hiack PhaUtnxy and let in the light. 

Great Agamemnm, then the flaughter led. 

And (lew Blencr at his people's head : 

Whofe fquirc Cfitews^ with a fndden fpring, 

L^eapt firom the chariot to revenge his King, J30 

^Dt in his front he fdt the fatal wound. 

Which pierc'd his brain, and ftretch'd him OB the 

ground; 
Atrides fpoil'd, and left him on the plain : 
Vain was their youth, their glitt'ring armour vain : 

Vi ilhim Dii pir Jan t^ primus ^r horas repperit^ 
*liiiqwe itdco primus fiatuit heic/oiat ium ; 
§Ki mifu comn:ir.u:t mij^o^ atticuUttim^ diem! 
iSram mepuero uterus hie trai Jolarium, 
T^lutto oniKium i/iorum cpiimum & verij/tmum, 
Vbi iflc mcnebai effe^ n:Jf cum nrhii erat. 
Sunc ctiam qitod ejt^ non eft, ni^ Soli tubct: 
Uaque adtiojam fffpletum eft ofpidum Jbtariis^ 
yiajor pars pcputi aiidi ript ant fame, 

AVe find frequent mention of the hours in the courfe of 
!h.s po^m ; but to prevent any mittake. it may not be 
improper to take uorice, that they mud alvvays be un« 
derliood to mean the feafous, and not the divifion of the 
day Ly hours. 

V. 125. The Greeks impufftve might. '\ We had juft 
before feen, that all the Gods were withdrawn from the 
battle ; that Jupiter was rcfolved, even againft the in- 
clinations of them all, to honour the Trojans, Yet we 
here fee the Greeks breaking through them ; the love 
the Poet bears to his countrymen makes him af[grandi2e 
their valour, and over rule even the decrees of fite. 
To vary his battles he fuppofes the Gods to be «bfent 
this day ; and they are no focner gone, but the courage 
of the &rf^*j prevails even againll the determiiia»ion of 
Jupiter^ Euftathius, 

Now 
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Now foil'd with duft, and naked to the Iky, i JJ 
Their fnowy Itmbtf and beauteous bodies lie. 

Two fons of Priam next to battle move. 
The produd one of marriage, one of love ; 
In the fame car the brother- warriors ride. 
This took the charge to combat, that to guide : 140^ 
Far other taflc I than when they went to keep, 
Ob Ida'9 tops, their father's fleecy ftieep. 
Thefe on the mountains Once Achilles found, -Sf-^ 
And captive led, with pliant oGers bound ; 
Then to their fire for ample fums reftor'd ; 145 
But now to perifh hj AtriJes^ fword : 
PicrcM in the breaft the bafe-born Ifus bleeds : 
Cleft thro' the head, his brother's fete (iicceeds. 
Swift to the fpoil the hafty vi£tor fells. 
And ftript, their features to his mind recalls* i^^ 

V. 135. Naked tothejky.l Euffathius refines upon this 
place, and belie.ves thst Homer intended, by particula- 
rizing the whitcuefs of rhc limbs, to ridicule the efiemi- 
nate education of tfiefe unhappy youths. 3ut asfuch 
an interpretation naay \>€ thought below the majefly of 
an Epic poem, and a kind of barbarity to infultthe un- 
fortunate, I thought it better to give the palfaeean air of . 
comp^fllon. As the words are equally capaWe of either 
meaning, I irnaginec^the reader would be more pleafed 
with the humanity of the one, than with thefatyrof 
the other. 

V . 143. Ihqfeen the mountains once Achilles/oax^.] 
Homer ^ fays Euflatkius^ r.ever lets any oppoitunity pals 
of mentioning the hero of his poem, Achtlles : he gives 
here an inflance of his former refentmenr, and at once 
varies his poetry, and exalts his chara6^er. Nor does 
he mention him curforily; hefeems unwilling to leave 
him ; and when he puriues the thread of the liory in a 
few line?, takes occafion to fpeak again of him. This 
is a very artful condu6^ ; by mentioning him fo fre- 
quently, he takes care that the reader ihould not forget 
him, and fhews the importance of that hero, whofe 
anger is the fubjc^ of his poem. 

The 
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The Truant fee the Touth antioidf die. 
But hdplefs tremUe for themfclTet^ and flf. 
So when a lion, ranging o'er the lawns, 
Fimdi, on fome graflj lare, the coaching Biwns, 
Their bones he cracks, their reeking vitak draws, 155 
And grinds the qui^'ring flcfh with bloodf jaws ; 
The frighted hind beholds, and dares not ftay. 
But fwift thro' ruftling thickets borfts her way ; 
AO drovni'd in fweat the panting mother flies. 
And the big tears roll trickling from her eyes. 160 
; AmidR the tumult of the routed train. 
The fons of falfe jimtlmacbus were (lain ; 
He, who for bribes his failhlefs counfcls fold, 
Acd TOtcd Hekn^% (lay for Par'u* gold. 
^'ruiSr/ mark'd as thefe their fafety fought, 165 

And flew the children for the father's fault ; 
Their headdrong horfe, unable to reftrain. 
They (hook with fear, and dropp'd the filken rein ; 
Then in their chariot on their knees they fall. 
And thus withlifed hands for mercy call : 170 

O fparc our youth, and, for the life we owe, 
Jinlimachus (hall copious gifts bellow ; 
Soon as he hears, that, not in battle flatn. 
The Grecian fhips his captive fons detain, 
X«arge heaps of brafs in ranfoin (hall be told, 1 75 
And fteel well-tcmper'd, and perfuafive gold. 

Thefe words, attended with a flood of tears. 
The youths addrefs'd to unrelenting cars : 
The vengeful monarch gave this ftem reply ; 
If from jlntimachus ye fpring, ye die: 1 8& 

The daring wretch who once In council (lood 
To (hcd Uljifes'zuA my brothe.'s blood, 

For 
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For proffer'd peace! and fues his -feed for grace I 
No, die, and pay the forfeit of your race ! 

This faid, Ptfandtr from the car he caft, 1 85 ' 

And picrc'd his bread: fupme he breath'd his l?.ft. 
His brother leap'd to earth; but, as he lay. 
The trenchant faulchion loppM his hands away ; 
His fever'd head was tofs'd among the throng. 
And rolling drew a bloody trail along. - 190 

Then, where the thickeft fought, the viAor flew ; 
The King's example all his Greeks purfue. 
Now by the foot, the flying foot were flain, 
Horfe, trod by horfe, lay foaming on the plain. 

From 

V. 181. Antipo^achus, who once ^ &c.]*Tis obfervable 
that Homer with a great deal of art interweaves the true 
hirtory of ihe Trojan war in his poem : he here gives a 
circumftance that carries us back from the tenth year of 
the war to the very beginning of it. So that although 
the a^ion of the poem takes up but a fmall part of the 
laft year of the war, yet by fuch incidents as thefe we 
are taught a great many particulars that happened 
through the whole feries of it. Euf^afhius. 

V. 188. Lapp* d his hands amjoy.] I think one cannot 
but compaflionate ihe fate of thefe brothers, who faffer 
for the fins of the ,father, ndtwithAanding the juiiice 
which the commentators find in this action oi Agamem^ 
non* And I can much lefs imagine that his cutting off 
their hands was meant for an expreffi example sgainii 
bribery, in revenge for the gold which Antimachus had 
received from Paris. Eufia/hiusis very refining tpju 
this point ; but the grave Spondanus outdoes them all, 
who has found there was an excellent concept in cutting 
offthe brands and head of the fon ; the firil, becaufe the 
father had been for laying hands on the Grecian em- 
bafladors ; and the feconJ, bccaufe it was from his head 
that the advice proceeded of detaining Helena. 

V. 193. Now by the foot ^ the flying foot, &c.] After 
Homer vi'vh a poetical jailice has punlfhed the fons of 
AntimacJiMS for the crimes, of the father, he carries on 
the narration^ and prefents all the terrors of the batile to 
our view : we fee iu the lively defcription the uiti\ and 

cbailat'^ 
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From the dry fields thick clouds of duft wnkf 195 
Shade the bk^ck hoft, and intercept the icies. 
The brafs-hooPd^fteeds tumultuous pkmge and bound. 
And the thick thunder beats the laboring ground. 
Still flaught'riftg on, the King of men proceeds ; 
The didanc'd army wonders at his deeds. 20O 

As when the winds with raging flames confpirei 
And o'er the forefts foil the flood of fij*e» 
In blazing heaps the grore'sold honouri&lly 
And one refulgent ruin levels aU« 
Before Airides* rage fo finks the foe, 2C5 

Whole fquadrons vanifh, and proad heads lie low. 
The ilccds fly trembling from his waving fword ; 
And many a car, now lighted of its lord. 
Wide o'er the field with guidelefs fury rolls. 
Breaking theq: rai^ and crufhing out their fouls; 210 
While his kce^v faiilchion drinks the warriors lives : 
Moic grateful, now, to vultures than their wives ! 

Perhaps 

<.''.ano'.«; ovtitlirowii, and hear the trampling of the 
I'.oifcs f^if.z. Th'is the Poet very artfully, by fadden 
ularnio awakens the aiteiuion of the reader, that 15? apt 
to be lircii ar.d grow reuafs by a pljin and more cool 
narration. 

V. 197. 'TAe hrafs-h>nf\l pecds'l Ku/?aikius o^ferve; 
tli^t il.c ciiHoin of fr.i.cing hoifei.«5 was m ufe \v\ Hornet* s 
time, nnd calls the fboes a'i'Kr,vx7oc^ from ihe figure of 
Ui\ haif-n'.oon. 

V. ii2. More ^raicful^ ntyvj, to imlturtt ika^ ihcir 
'Wrves.'] I'hir, is a refiedtion of the Poet, and futh an 
one as arifes from a i'entiment of comp?;flion : and in- 
deed there is nothing more moving than to fee tho^c 
hcioes, who were the love and dtlljjnt of their fpouftrp, 
lediicei luddcniy to fuch a condiiion of horror, that 
thofe very wives durfi not lock upon them. I was very 
much Turpj-ized to find a remark oi Ku/ialhlWT upon ihi*, 
>^hich feemi very wrong and urjull; he v^ould*^ h^va ic 

ti'..,t 



B. XI. homer's I l X a b. 3S7 

Perhapd gl-eiiit lieaot th^n hkd found bis b^ 
But Jfo^ and Deftiny prolong'd his date. 
Safe from the darts^ the care of heay'n 'he ftnody 215 
Amidft alarms, and death, and duft, and blood. 

NpVr pad thie tomb where ancient I/us lay. 
Thro.' the n&id field the routed urge their way, 
Where the wild figs th' adjoining fummit crown, , 
That path they take, and fpeed to reach the town, tzo 
As fwift Atrtdes ^ith loud (houts purfu^d. 
Hot with hii toil, and bath'd in hoftile blood. 
Now near the beech- tree, and the Scaan gates. 
The hero h^ltSj and his aiTociates waits. 
Meanwhile on fevVy fide, around thd plain, 225 

Difpcrs'd, diforder'd, fly the Tr<^an train. 
So flies a herd of beeves, that hear difmay'd 
The lion*8 rearing thro* the midnight (hade ; * 

that there is in this place an illipjis^ which comprehends 
a ftvere raillery. ** Fur, fays he, Homer woirfd imply, 
•* that thofe dead warriors Were now more agreeable ta 
•• vultures, than they had ever been in all their days 
•• to their wive??/* This is rery ridiculous ; to fnppofe 
that thefe unhappy women did not love their hulbands, 
is to infult them barharodfly in their afflidlion ? and 
every body can fee that fuch a thought in this place 
would have appeared mean, frigid, and out of feafon, 
Homer% on the contrary, always endeavours to excite 
compafTion bv the grief of wives, whofe hulbands are 
killed in the battle. Dacier, 

V. 217. Now pa/f ike tomb 'where ancient Ilus lay,"} 
By the exa<5hiefs oi Homer* s defcri prion we fee, as in a 
landfcape, the very place where this battle was fought. 
j^^amemnon drives the Srojans irovathe tomb, of J^s 
where they encamped all the night; that tomb flood 
in the middle of the plain :.from hence he purfues them 
by the wild fig-tree to, the beech-tree, and fom thence 
to the very Scaan gnie. 1'hus the (bene of adHon is 
fixed, and we fee the very rout through which the one 
retreats, and the o'her a i vances. Euftathius, 

On 
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On hpps thef tumble with fuccefslefs hafte ; 

The favage feizes, draws, and rends the laft : 230 

Not with Icfs fury ftern Atrides flew, 

Still prefs'd the rout, and ftlll the hindmoft (lew; • 

Hurl'd from their cars the braveft chiefs are kill'd. 

And rage, and death, and carnage^ load the fi*eld. 

Now ftoimsthe victor at the Tr(yan wall ; 235 
Surreys the tow'rs, and noeditates their fall. 
But Jroe defcending (hook th* Id^an hillsj 
And down their fummits ppur'd a hundred riOs r 
Th' unkindled light'ning in his band he took, 
And tbus tlie many-colour'd maid befpoke : 240 

Irix^ with ballc thy goMen wings difplay,. 
To god-like I/^cior this our word convey. 
While jf^amrmnoK wades the ranks around. 
Fights in the front, and bathes with blood the ground^ 
Bid bira c^ive way ; but ilTae forth commands, 245 
And truil the war to lefs important hands : 
BiU when, or wounded by the fpear, or dart. 
Thai chief ihall mount his chariot, and depart;. 

Y. :4i. Irie, zi--rh Trf fc' r.t:- .rr'./r« irfrgs rf:/p!qy'i 
*\\< f^:v4f»r th.u '.'onie Tuch con rri Vance as this was ne- 
cr'Tnx '. i)'^ "T"' - .;r;. \\r learn f. cm rhe bejj^inning of 
th-.,< l\x^k wrre to be v ct.Tioas thi? day ; but if Jupi- 
/:• h,M not r.o \ i; tr:po."eJ, r;i?v had been driven even 
wirhiii th?\\.i!.>»t -r :;•. By :!.i> means alfo ihe Poet 
c.MitVuio»-,h Tr h? honour of H .Vv, and ihat of .r^<»- 
f:-;*^T. .-.v.;-;;— ;•:"!■: h.;<i ?inie enojgh to (hew the 
gjCiT'.^rl"- o» hi? V. lojr. .'.nJ ir is ?-o dirjjrnce to HcJlor 
n 't :o r • V 1 J • : ^ - h "1 %\ h c*n *?.»/./.,• i •. te i pDfe «. 

y- ;\.'~«-» oLur\e?, th.it trie Poet gives us here a 
IW: h t wV. \ is vir.wxn out r^t Lirge in the fiory of this 
>\hy.r bov-'k : rh > he doe? :> rA'e the cur-olity cf the 
reu'er. .i^d m. ke r.ini ininir:e7>t !o hear Jhofe |jreat ac- 
t i or s w i'. "c h m v.: : b - pr : for t eo b . f re .f^ .z mimr.fin caVi 
re;ire,«ni ILcl:,' b; vicior.oa^. ' 

Then 
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Then ypve (hall ftring his arm, and fire hisbreaft, . 
Then to her (hips (hall flying Greece be prefs'd,. 250 
'Till to the main the burning fun defcend. 
And facred night her awful (hade extend. 

He fpoke, and Iris at his- word obey'd ; 
On wings of winds defceilds the various maid* 
The chief (he found amidft the ranks^ of war, 255 
Cbfe to the bulwarks* on his glittering car. 
The Goddcfs then : O fon of Priam^ heir! 
From J(ove I come, and his high mandate bear. 
While jigamemnon walles the ranks around. 
Fights in the front, and bathes with blood the ground, 
Abdain from fight, yet iifue forth commands, 261 
And truft the war to lefs important hands. 
But when, op wounded by the fpear, or dart. 
The chief (hall mount his chariot and depart ; 
Then Jove (hall firing thy arm, and fire thy breaft, 365 
Then to her (hfps fhall flying Greece be prefl, 
'Till to the main the burning fun defcend, . ^ 

And facred night her awful (hade extend. 

She faid, and vani(b'd: HeSor^ with a bound, 
Springs from his chariot on the trembling ground, 270 
In clanging arms: he grafps in either hand 
A pointed lance, and fpeeds from band to band ; 
Revives their ardour, turns their fteps from flight. 
And wakes anew the dying flames of fight. 
They (land to arms : the Greeks their onfet dare, 275 
Condenfe their pow'rs, and wait the coming war. 
New force, new fpirit to each breaft returns ; 
The fight renew'd with fiercer fury burns : 
The King leads on; all fix on him their eye. 
And learn, from him, to conquer, or to die. 280 

Ye 
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Yc facrcd nine, celc^ial Mufcs! tcM, 
Who fac'd him firft, and by his prowcftf ftVt i 
The great IfiAiJamat^ the bold and youAg : 
From fagc Antenor and Tfteane (^rurtg ; 
Whom from his youth his grandfire C'tUtus bred, 2^5 
And nurs'd in Thrace where fnowy flock« ate fed. 
Scarce did the down his rofy cheeks inircftr 
And early honour warm his gen'roos breaft» 
When the kind nrecoiifign'd his daughter's riutrmt 
(Tbtam^t fifter) to his youthful arms. aga 

But call'd by gbry to the wars' of Tray^ 

He leares HOtailed the firft fruits of joy f 

V. 281. TefacreJ «w.] The Poet, to win die atteir- 
tion uf the reader, and fceming himfelf to be Hruck with 
tlie exploits of Agamemnon whi!e he recites them, (who, 
when I he battle was rekindled, ruihes out to engage his 
ene:nie5) invokes not one raufe, as hf did in thebe- 
ginnitig of the poem, but, as if he intended to warn uB 
that he was about to relate fomethin§[ furprizing, he in- 
Tokes tlie whole nine ; and thei>, as if he had received 
their inrpiration, goes on to deliver what they fuggefted 
to him. By means of this :ipoftrophe, the insagmatioa 
of thp reader is hlled, that he feems not only prefent, 
but <rfU vein the fcene *o which the Ciill of the poet has 
tranfported him. E^at Aiuf 

V. tSy .Iphidamas, t/ie bold and you^^.l Homer 
here give* us the hiflory of this Jphidamas^ his parentage, 
the puce of -his birth, and many circun[i(^ance& of his 
private life. This he docs to diverfify his poetrv, and to 
iot>en, with fome amiable embclliftimcnt'^, the conti- 
11U.4I horrors that mu»^ of neceHity lUike the imagina- 
tion, in an uninterrupted narration of blood and flaugh- 
ler. F^i.ithhs. 

V. ao?. TheanoV jf-ier.'i That the reader may not 
be rtiocked a? the marrii^e of lphU.^ir,as w;:h his mo- 
ther's fuUr, it may not 'be amifs to obferve from £«/*- 
:ui.h:us^ that confanguinifv was no impedimenr in Greece 
in thexlaysof /A?wr/- : nor i? jj',^:j'<i'7;*?y fi igjlar in this 
kii>d of manidge, for D:':r:cd was mair.cd :o his own 
cun; OS vrell as he. 

From 
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From Imlov'd bride depattB with melting eyes, 
And fwift to aid his deafer country flies. 
With twelve blade fltipi He reached /Vr^/^'s ftrat?d,2$5 
Thence took the long laborious march by land. 
Now fierce for famcf b«for^ the rankt he fpringfi 
Tow'ring la anHs^ and braves the Kfng of Kings* 
WinJet firll difcharg'd the miffi^e fpeai ; 
The TrofiOfi ftoop'd, the jav'lin pafiM in an*. 3OO 
Then near the corfekt, at the momirch'i heart, 
WithaHhnftrength the y oath dire^lf htif dart : 
But the broad beft^ with pidte* df fiWer bonsd. 
The poi^l rebated^ aodf reptlPd the viroand* 
Encumbered with the dart, jittidcs (bnds, 505 

Till, grafp'd with force, be wren«h'd it from hia 

baikis. 
At once, his weighty fKrorddifcbafgM a woo^d 
FuU'on bisqecft, tAat fdlM him td thie ground. 
S^etch'd In the dtiil th' imhappy warrior lies,. 
Atid fleep etemai feate hit ^immiiog ^0. 5.10 
Oh worthy better h%t ! oti early (hio I 
Thy country's ttxttiA \ and virtuous, tho' in vain i • 
No ittore the youth (hall join his oonfort'ff fide. 
At one * drgltt, and at once t bride \ 
N6 more vrfth prefents bet eirtbrtieei meet, 51J 
Of hy the fpoilsbf conqueflr at her feet, 
On whom his paifion, laviih of hi» ftore, 
Beflow^d fo much, and vainly promisM more \ 
Unwept, uncovered, on the plain he lay, 
While the proud vidor bore his arms away. 320 

Cconf Antenor*% eldeft hope, was nigh : 
Tears, at the fight, came ftsrling from his eye, 

While 
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While picrc'd with grief the mucb-bt'd youth be 

view'd. 
And the pale features now deform'd with blood. 
Then with his fpear, unfeen, his time he took, 325 
Aim'd at the Ring, and near his elbow fl.ruck« 
The thiiliing ftecl tranfpierc'd the brawny part. 
And thro' his arm ftood forth the barbed dart. 
SurprizM the Monarch feels, yet void of fear 
On Coon rufhes with his lifted fpear: 330 

His brother's corpfe the pious Trojan draw^ 
And calls his country to aflert his canfe. 
Defends him breathlefs on the fanguine field. 
And o'er the body fpreads his ample fhicld. 
Strides, marking an unguarded part,. 33.J 

Tranr-fix'd the warrior with his brazen dart j 
Prone on his brother's bleeding breaft he lay. 
The Monarch's faulchion lopp'd his head away : 
The fecial (hades the fame dark journey go. 
And join each other in the realms below. 340 

The vengeful vidtor rages round the fields. 
With ev'ry weapon, art or fury yields : 
By the long lance, the fword, pr pond'rous (looe. 
Whole ranks are broken, and whole troops o'eitbrown. 
This, while yet warm, diftiird the purple flood ; 345 
But when the wound grew flifi* with clotted blood. 
Then grinding tortures his ftrong bofom lend, 
Lefs keen thofe darts the fierce Ilythia fend, 

(The 

V. 549. The fierce Ilyh^je ] Tlufe Ihthx^e are the 
Gcddtllcs that Ho'^er fuppoles to prefide over child- 
birth: he arms their hands with a kind of inlUumenr, 
from which a pointed dart is fr.ot into the diftrcrired 
mother, as au arrow from a bow : fo that as Eris has 

her 
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(The powVsthat caufe the teeming matron's throes. 
Sad mothers of unattcrable woes ! ) 350 

Stung with the fmart, all panting with the pain, 
He mounts the car, and gives his fquire the rein : 
Then with a voice which fury made more flrong, 
And pain augmented, thus exhorts the throng. 354 
. O friends ! O Greeks I affert your honours won 5 
Proceed, and finifh what this arm begun r * 
Lo! aligry j^ove forbids your chief to ftay, 
And envies half the glories of the day. 

He faid ; the driver whiils his Icngthfiil thong; 360 
The horfes fly ! the chariot fmoaks along. 
Clouds'from their noftrils the fierce courfers blow. 
And from their fides the foam defcends in fnow 5 
Shot thro' xhe battle in a moment's fpace. 
The wounded Monarch at his tent they place. 365 

her torch, and Jupiferhh thunder, thefe Goddefles have 
their darts which they fhoot into women in travail. 
He calls them the daughters of Juno^ becaufe fhe pre- 
fides over the marriage bed. Eu/iathius, Here (lays 
Dacicr) we [indthe ilyle of theholy fcriprure, which, to 
exprefs a fevere pain, ufually compares it to that of a 
woman in labour. Thus Dayid, Pain came upon ihrm 
as upon a 'woman in travail\ nnd Ifaiah, Thiy /hall 
grieue as « *woman intranjaiU And all the Prophets 
are full of the like exprelTions. • 

V. 358. Z.<?/ ayigry 'S^v^ forbids your chief to ^/i ay "^ 
Eujiat^us lemdvki upon the behaviour ^^i Agamemnm 
in his prtrfent diilrefs : Homer defcribes him as racked 
with almoft intolerable pains, yet he does not com- 
plain of the a njfuiih he futfec s, but that he is obliged to 
retire from thefi^ht. 

This indeed, as it proved hi? undaunted fp'rit, fo did 
it likewife his wifdom; had he {hewed any unmanly 
dfje^ion, it would have difpirited the army; but his 
intrepidity makes them believe his wound ie'fs danger^ 
ous, and renders them not fo highly toucerned for the 
abf'.iKC of iheir g' ncral. 

No 
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No fooner HeSor^ faw the King rctii'd* 
But thus his Trojans and faU aids be fir'd. 
Hear, all ye Dardttnt^ all ye Lycum race ! 
FamM in dofe fight, and dreadful face to faccj 
Now call to mind your ancient trophies woo» 379 
Your great forefathers virtues, and your own« 
Behold, the Gen'ral flies i deferts bis pow'rs! 
Lo Jove hiinfelf declares the conqueft ours ( 
Now on yon' rankaimpel your foaming fteeds ; 
And, fure of glory, dare inamoital deeds. 37 j 

With woids like thefe the Rery chief alarms 
1\U filiating licft, and ev'ry bofom \varm8« 
As the bold hunter ohea.rs his hounds to tear 
The brindled lion, or thetufky bear, 379 

With voice and hand provokes their doubting hearty 
Ard rjvin^jslhe forcmoft with his lifted dart : 
So vjv^d-liko I'i^lor pron^pts his troops to dare ; 
Nor pronvj^s alone, but' leads himfclf the war. 
O'.i i»^«:^ black bovly of the foes be pours : 384 

As tVv IV. tV.c v.loi:d*s deep bofom, fwell'd with fliow'rs, 
A :\\lv;cn lloim ihcpuiple ocean fweeps, 
1>;Inos the wild wave?, and tofTes all the deeps. 
S.IV, MiJio I wl.cn 7-;y the Trejan^^ glory crown'd, 
JKr.oa;!: 1:1s :;r:n what hcrots bit the ground? 

V. Vo.v K^.;'.- A': J" tcv.r Jove the Tr-^janV ^hry 
f..a •...) r>^ l*v"»-« j-»'t fctrfoie has given us an ir.« 
Vxv*! vvt of !: ■» :riie. , to niake us airci tive to the mat 
rxj'\^l'< v-^r ,.',•,.•••.. *v':t. Here we have one wi;h re* 
i; ir.i !o /j' .'; ■'. h ir t?'is lall may perhaps be nwrecfily 
.i^\o»:p;*.. IvT !*;.m: tre o•.h^^. For in that, after fo fo- 
\fi\\\\ .:n ir,vx.c.irl.M^ v.s mi*;hr re.T'cnably have e spewed 
\\.»n^iv.':.< Irv^m ;l:e l^co; whereas in re&)ity he kilu bu: 
o".c» n an i.)t»rjr<r t ,• !m*^. feJr i? v.onuded { and wlia*^ he 
i.Ov'6 »ilur>\^u'.o Ircnicj iv^ p:occeJ t.cni a fxai;tic valou-, 

ariCrg 
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jffaus i DoIofify^ini'Aahnous dy*i^ 390 

Opites next was added to tteix fide. 

Then brave Htfifonous, fam'd in many a fight, 

QpheUluSf Orus, funk to endlefs night, 

MJymnuSf j^gelaus\ all chiefs of naifie; 

The reft were vulgar deaths, unknown to fame. 395 

As when a weftern whirlwind, charg'd with ftorms^ 

Difpels the gathered clgttds that NQtiu forjns -$ 

The guft continu'd, violent, and ftrong, 

Rolls fable clouds in heap? pd heaps along ; 

Now to the ikies the foaming billows rears, d^to 

Now breaks the fuige, »ow wide the bottom bares. 

arifing from tlie fmart of the wound : \'<e do not find by 
the text that he kills one, man, but overthrows fe vera! 
jn his fury, and -th^n retreats: 6cr that one v^ouldinna- 
gine that he invoked tho. mufes only to defcribe hiis 
retreat. 

But, upon a nearer v'cw, we (hall find itiat Ho?ner 
fhews a cora'Yiendable pirtiality to his own countryman 
and hero Agamemnon .* he feems to detraft from the 
greatnefs of lienors aprons, by afcribing ihem to Ju^ 
piteri y.'hpreas Agamemnon conquers by the dint of 
bravery : and that this is a juft oblervation, will appear, 
by what follows : Thofe 'Greeks^ that fall by the fword 
of He {lor ^ he pafTes over as if they were all vulgar men : 
he fays nothing of them but that they died ; and only 
briefly memions their names, as if he endeavoured to 
conceal the overthrow of the Greeks, But wncn he 
fpeaks of his favourite Agamemnon^ he expariates and 
dwells lipon his adiions.and (hews us, that thi.ie r;:at fell 
by his hand were all men of diftindtion, fucli ai were 
the fons of Priam, of Antennr, and Aniimachus, *Tis 
true, HcSlor killed as many leaders of the Greeks af 
Agamemnon of ijie Trojans, and more of the common 
fo diers ; but bv pacticulapiziug the deaths of the chief:? 
of 7/ OK, he fets the deeds of Aganiemnon in the ftrongrft 

f)Qlnt of light, and by his meiTce, in rffpe<5t to the 
e;iilers whom IJe^lor flew, be cat^s a fiiade over tne 
^reatnef> of the a^lou, and confequcntiy it appears lefs 
confpicuous. 

Thus 
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TI1U8 raging HeQor^ with rcfiftlcit hands, 

O'crturns, confounds, and fcattera all theif bands. 

Now the lad ruin the whole hod appalls ; 

Now Greece had trembled in her wooden waUs ; 405 

But wife Ul^iffei callM Tydides forth, 

His foul rekindled, and awak'd his worth. 

And ftand we dcedlefs, O eternal (hame ! 

Till He^or^z arm inTolve the fhips in flame ? 

Hade, let us join, and combat fide by fide. 410 

The warrior thus, and thus the friend reply*A 

No martial toil I (hun, no danger fear ; 
I^et Hc3or come; I wait his fury here. 
But Tp*!'' with conqueft crowns the Trcjcm train; 
And, Jove our foe, all human force is vain. 415 

lit figh'd; but fighing, rais'd his vengeful fteel. 
And from his car the proud Thymhraus fell : 
Mo/icn, the charioteer, purfuM his lord. 
His dc;ilh ennobled by U/^es' (word. 
There (lain, they Itft them in eternal night ; 420 
Then pl-.ingM amicJIl the thickeft ranks of fight. 
So two wild boars outftrip the following hounds. 
Then fwifl rcvcit, and wounds return for wounds, 

A'. 4.-^. F:f iv'/c UlynVs r^/A/ Tydidts/orfA ] There 
is loriu'iliMij; itittruCtivc in thofe which feem the ni(-f( 
ivvrmon piU'ajie-s ot" HotKa\, vho by making the wife 
I (i/.^ts dir«CiV the biave Diott.cei in all the enterpnzes of 
thV^all bvH^k, and by maintaining the frime condud in 
this, intendcii :oflie»\ ;hii moral, that valour (liould sl- 
\N.ns he under the guidance of \Nifdom. Thus, in the 
e»j;lnh f 00k, \v!.f n D.^rrcsi could fcarce be relirained bv 
the thunder of 7i./»;/r'-, *V^7 5/- is at hand to moderate 
hi<iour.i^e; and this hero feems to have made a very 
I^ovhI ufe of thofe in(lruCVon> ; his valour no longer 
n n< out into 1; tbnefs ; thouj»h lie is too brave to de- 
cline ilic t|;ht, vrc he iif :co \\\it 10 I'.ght ogaii.il ^''/'^Vv-/-. 

Stem 
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Stern HeBor^^ cpnquefts in the middle plain 

Stood chcck'd a while, and Greece refpir'd again. 425 

The fons of Meropt ihone amidil the war ; 
Tow' ring they rode in one refulgent car. 
In deep prophetic arts their father fkill'd, 
Had warn'd his children from the Trt^an fif^\ ; 
Fate urg'd them on ; the father warn'd in vain, 430 
They rufh'd to fight, and perifti'd on the plain ! 
Their breafls no more the vital fpirit warms ; 
The flern Tydiikt ftrips their fhining arms. 
Hifirochus by great Ulylfes dies, 
And rich Hippodamut becomes his pnze. 435 

Great Jo^oe from Ide with (laughter fills his fight, 
And level hangs the doubtful fcalc of fight. 
By Tydexu* lance Agqftrophns was flain, 
The far-fam'd hero of Paontan ftrain ; 
Wing'd with his fears, on foot he ftrove to fly, 440 
His deeds too diftant, and the ^ot too nigh ; 
Thro' broken orders, fwifter than the wind. 
He fied, but flying left his life behind. 
This HeSor fees, as his experienced eyes 
Tiaverfe the files, and to the r<?fciie flies ; 44J 

Shouts, as he paft, the cryftal regions rend, 
And moving armies on his march attend. 
Oreat Diomtd himfelf was feiz'd with fear, 
And thus befpoke his brother of the wan 

Mark 

V. i^.- Great Diomed ktm/el/'was feiz^dnviihfear,'] 
There feenaR to be feme difficulty in thcfe words : this 
brave warrior, who has frequently met HeSlor in the 
battle, and cffeied himfelf for the fingle combat, is 
her« faid to be fcized with fear at the very fight of him: 
this may be thought not to agree with bis ufual behavi- 

VoL V\» P our. 
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Around the fields his feather'd (hafts he fent, 
From ancient //e/i'ruln'd monument; 
Behind the column plac'd, he bent his bow, 
And wing'd an arrow at th' unwary foe ; 
Juft as he ftoop'd Agaftrophus*^ creft 480 

To feize, and draw the corfelet from his breaft, 
The bow-ftring twangM ; nor flew the fhaft in vain. 
But piercM his foot, and natl'd it to the plain. 
The laughing Trojan^ with a joyful fpring. 
Leaps from his afnbufh, and infults the King. 485 

He 



V. 477. \\yx^ fmnu7mnt,y I thought it neceflary juft 
to put ;ne reader in mind,' that the battle ftill continues 
near the tomb of Vus : bv a juft obfervation of that, • 
we .nay with pleafure fee the various turns of the fight, 
?i*d how every ftep of ground is won or loft, as the ar- 
mies are repulfed or viaorious. 
• V.480. Jufi as hejioop'd, Agaftrophus'j crefi 

I'o feize y anddranxj the corfelet from his breafiJ] 
One would think that the Poet at all times endeavour- 
ed to condemn th^ practice of ftripping the dend, during 
the heat of adlion ; he frequently dcf^ribes the vidor 
wounded, while he is fo employed about the bodies of 
the flain : thus in the prefent book We ^^^ Agawemnon^ 
Diomed^^ VlyJTi's^ Klepnenor^ and Eur^pylu^ al! fufferas 
they ft rip tlie men they flew; and in the fixth book he 
brings in the wile Neftor direflly forbidding it, Euf 
iathius. 

V. 483. Bui pierced his foot. \ It cannot but be a fa- 
tisfaflionto the reader to fee the Poet fmirten witlithe 
love of his country, and at all times confulting its glorv ; 
this day was to be glorious to Troy^ but Homer takes 
care to remove wnh honour moft of the braveft Greeks 
from the field of battle, before the Trojans can conquer. 
T hus Agamemnon^ Diomed^ and Vl)>jffds muft bleed, be- 
fore the Poet can allow his countrymen to retreat. Eitf- 
iathius. 

V. 484. The laughing Trojan ] Eufiathius is of opi- 
nion that Homer intended to faiyrize in this place rhe 
nnwarlike behaviour of Paris : fuch ait efllsminate laugh 
aiid gefture is unbccoming,.a brave warrior, but agrees 

P 2^ N^X''^ 
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He bleeds! (he cries) fome God has fped my dsut ; 
Would the fame God bad fixt it in his bearc i 
So Troy^ teliev'd from that wide-wading hand^^ 
Shall breathe from flaughter, and int combat ftaodf 
Whofe fons now tremble at bis darted fpcar, 490 
As fcatter'd lambs the ni/hiog h'oD fear. 

He dauntlefsy thus : Thou conqu'ror of the f«ir» 
Thou woman- warrior with the curling hair; 
Vain archer ! trufting to thediftast dart, 
Unfkill'd ID arms to a6l a manly parti 49^ 

Thou haft but done what boys and women can ; 
Such hands may wound, but not incenfe, a man. 
Nor'Boaft the fcratch thy feeble arrow gave, 
A coward's weapon never hurts the bra«e. 
Not fo this dart,' which thou may*ft one day feel ; 500 
Fate wings its flight, and death is- on the (leeL 
Where this but lights, fome noble life expires, 
Its touch makes orphans, bathes the cheeks of iiresy 
Steeps earth \\\ purple, gluts the birds of air. 
And leaves fiich (jhjecis as diftracl the fair. 505 

Ufy/fes haflens with a trembling heart. 
Before him (Icps, and beading draws the dj^t : 

very well with the chnrr.fter of Paris ; iior do T re- 
member that in the \\hole liad any one perfon is de« 
Icribed in fuch an indecent tr^nTport, though upon a 
much mo"e jilcrious or fuccef.fjl a'iion. He con- 
cludes his ludicro'is infult with a cl;cuniilance very much 
io the ho'oour of Diomccl^ and very much to the djfad- 
vant.'ge of his own character, for he reveals to an 
enemy the fenrs of T)-(7>', and compares the Greeks to 
lions, :.nd the Trojans to fheep. DwniedU the very re- 
verfe of him *, he defpifes an \ lefi'ens rhe, wound he 
received, and in the midrt of hiapain would not gratify 
Jiis enemv with the little joy he might j;ive him by let- 
ting him know it. 

Forth 



B.XI. homer's ILIAD. 341 

Forth flows the blood ; an eager p^ng fuccceds ; 
Tydtdes mounts, and to the navy fpeeds. 

Now on the field Ulyffes ftandS alone, 5I0 

The Greeks all fled, the Trojans pouring en : 
But (lands colle6led in himfelf arid whole, 
And queftions thus his own unconquer'd foul. 

What farther fubterfuge, what hopes remain ? 
What (liame, inglorious if I quit the plain I 515 
What danger, fiwgly if I- ftand the ground, 
My friends all fcatter'd, all the fbes-around ? 
Yet wherefore donbtful ? let this truth fpfHcc ; 
The brave meets danger, and the coward flies ; 
To die, or conquer, proves a heroes h^art ; 520 
And, knowing this, I know a foldter's part- 
Such thoughts revolving in his careful brcafl, 
Near, and more near, the fl^ady cohorts preft ; 
/Thcfe, in the warrior, their own fate inclofe ; 
And/round him deep the fteely circle grows, ^z^ 
So far^sa boar, whom all the troop furrounds 
Of (hdulinghuntfmen, and of clam'rous hounds; 
He grinds his iv'ry tuflcs ; he foams wfth ire ; 
His fanguine eyeballs glare with living fire ; 
By thefe,*bjjthofe, on cv'ry part is ply'd; 530 

And the red* flaughier fpreads on ev'ry fide. 

V . 513. ^nd qupftions ihus his cwn unconquet *ci/ouL ] 
Thisisapafi'agc v^hicb very^iuch flrikt'sme: we hnve 
h<?re H bravr hero making* noble follloquy, or rather 
calling a council within himfelf, vxhen he was fingly to 
encounter :in armv : it is impoflible for the reader not 
to be in pain forfo gallant a man in fuch an imminent 
dang(?r*i h« mull be impatient for the evert, and his 
vholecuriofuv muft be awakened till he knows the fate 
of I'l^ffcs, who fconied to fly, though encompalfed by 
an ar/ny. 

P3 Pierc'd 



V..". •*. ;.' ';'.? '-:i :■ - 


' '". '. 




.'. u: 



;. t\-.z\ o. ■ 



1 



B. XI. H O ME r' S ILIAD* 343 

The wound not mortal wife Ulyjfes knew, 
Then furious thus, (but firftfome ileps withdrew.) 
Unhappy-man ! whofe death our hands fhall grace ! 
Fate calls thee hence, and linifh'd is thy race. ^^^ 
No longer check my conquefts on the foe ; 
But, picrc'd by this, to endlcfs darknefs go, 
And add one fpedre to the realms below ! 

He fpoke, while Socus^ feiz'd with fudden fright^ 
Trembling gave way, and turn'd his back to 6ight, 
Between his (boulders piercM the following dart, 561 
And held its pafTage thro* the panting heart. 
Wide iuhis bread appeared the grizly wound ;- 
He falls; his armour rings againft the ground. 
Then thus Z7/>;^j, gazing oA the flain ; 565 

Fam'd fon oi Hippafus ! there pftfs the plain ; 

There 

Homer gererally makes fome peculiar God attend oiv 
each hero : For the ancients believed that every man 
had his particular tutelary deity ; ihefe in fuccccding 
times were called Damons or Genii ^ who (as they 
thought) were given to men at the hour of iheir birth, 
;'.nd directed the whole courfe of their lives, - See Ceb€s*s 
luhUt, MtnanJct\ as he is cirrd by Ammianiis Mar- 
cellinus, ilyles them fci/rafwyot ^Itf, the invijiblc guides cf 

V. 565. Farfid fan af Hippafus.] Momer has been 
blam*d by fome late cenfur'^rs for making his heroes 
addrefs difcoiiife:^ to the dead. Dacier replies, that 
Paffion di€l.tes thcffe fpeeches, and it is gtnerally to 
the dying, not ihede.Hd, that they are a^i-dr^fled. How- 
ever one may fav, that they are often rather reHtftion?, 
than iiifuits. Were it othe^v^ife, Iforner dtferves not 
tobecenfured for feigninji; what hifioije- have reported 
as truth. We find in rlutarch that Mat k Anl'mv^ upon 
fight of 'he dead body of jSr/v/wj, Hopped rind rt-proached- 
him with the death of his bro^hiT, CaiuSy whom Bfufus 
had killed in Macedonia, in revenge for the murder of 
Cicero* ImulKcjifcfs I am not altogether plcafed with 
P4 the 
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T7:5r- eaca tCT narrow fpan alii;r^M hj fete, 
Hca-*a cwr« £7--^x ▼« a loairer date. 
As TTitj^ ! CO fichiT J"all tbr corpfc corcpofe, 
Thr i7:-j -7^^ ro re::v!er mother do fe, 570 

B -: h .: a r :# b - J 5 :?; s 11 i^r t aofe baUs away, 
Ar. 1 hv: rr.jz '-'i-rM fcr^ai around their prey. 
Mc QiTtii Lu" !v rour, wh^n I a 'e: mr doom, 
Whb :,;Ii5r.T L .''«**» ar^ a «a&iBg tostb. 

The-' raging wr:h btcl^rible {joaart, 575 

He wr.'tbe* h's ' -'y, and cxtni^ the dirt. 
T>e dan a t.Jc cf :pcu:irg gore pcrfn'd, 
Ari ^liJdis-d Trrj w>h tight of bodileUood. 
Now crccpj en trccp* the fainting chief inTsdc, 
Fo'c'd he recedrs, aidij-jclv calls forakL 580 

Th.-ici tj in pltc^bli I.-jfty voice he rears; 
The wel!-knc-.va voice thnce ^'IcmLzus hears : 

•••>« r-i"i>rr* hf '^T.e :m-5uf« to a nrq'iifVrd war lori 
-nh^cr. ■•h :n<^' :•!-=. f fook?n to tre aviv^^ -.i-uld I 

t*"-'], I "i^ i^ ""^ r.!':...y :f.-.rf. -rec : whit the Pec 
V£v=i»:^e> u- :•-.? toi: :■%?!»- n ^tjre imrg:i>ableof the 
xj'.turc- i" t~e -a :f :c»r:rt -hrir prcT v.ih their bills: 
thev tica: the b. .y ".^i-h tr.fir wir.gs as they rtr.d it, 
"fkh'ch i< A »ery ::»'ur-\i c:rcuT-::'rce, bu' fcar'ce polFl'/.e 
to he c.n.ei :;v a xr^niJtJr ^siihcut Ici':. g the beauty 
of it. 

W:t\ /-;.••• r^ T* «7.V ] \Vc n-iav fee tro-r« futh paf- 

fages ?.i- thefe, thrt! nor j rs pa d :o the ?fhe>of the cead 
h-ie b^er j;.-e t'.v vjlued jr ali ?g*>: This j »■>»>•■» jnoas 
honour w.is p.d ;. a pjbMC ;;«wi.vo a 'f ^.tn.* pi ihat 
t':e psrfn de^'^-frd had t^cfervca v\c!i : f r.;>: country, 
and onfrijuertlv v.a> an iticitenienl to the .'>-. irg to ia^i- 
ttte hi* sCtion.-. In th^- vie \ there is no . an Vm* -.^ou'-d 
he ambit'ou- of fhe"»"«, r.ot a<: they are t^Iiiirculeo of 
ti'le.'Or .ichc5, tut ol dill;rgui(h<.-d nserit. 

Alarra'd 
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Alarm'd, to yljax Telamon he cry'd,' 
Who fhares his labours, and defends his fide, 
O friend ! Uly[fes* (houts invade my ear ;. l^S 

Diftrefs'd he feems, and no afliftance'near : 
Strong as he is ; yet, one oppos'd to all, 
Opprefs'd by multitudes, the beft may fall. 
Greece^ robb*d of him, muft bid her hoft& defpair. 
And feel a lofs, not ages can repair. 590 

Then, where the cry direfts, Jiis courfe he bends ; 
Great Jljaxy like the God of war, attends. 
The prudent chitf in fore diftrefs they* found, 
With bands of furlgus Tn^ans compafs'd round. 
As when fome huntfman, with a flying fpear, 595 
Fronj the blind thicket wounds a ilately deer; 
Down his cleft fide while frefh the blood dlitils, 
He bounds aloft, and feuds from hills to hills : 
Till life's warm vapour ifTuing thro' the wound, 
Wild mountain-wolves the fainting beafl; furround ; 
Jud as their jaws his proflrate limbs invade, 60I 

The Hon rufhes thro' the woodland fhade, 
The wolves,, tho' hungry, fcour dilpersM away 5 
The lordly favage vindicates his prey. 

V. 59a. Great Aj Xy like the Go^I of 'war, atitsnds.l 
Th'j li etue of urhe-r heroes on many occafions is vei y 
be;>ur ful in Horr.er^ but ^afticvilarly fo in Ajax^\i\io is 
a gall.. nt rough foMifr, and reidier toa^ th^n to fpeak: 
'I'tie piefent n« cefliiy of ^ijffcs required fuch a beba-- 
virur, far tb^ lealt delay might have been fatal to 
him : Aiujc herffor; coinplyinj^ borh with his own in- 
clination<j, and the urgent condi'ion of ^'{yjff s^ makes no 
reply to M^neluus, but immediately haftens to his relief. 
The reader will obleive how ji»iiiy the' Poet maintains 
tiiih v'iar;;<iier of z{/^2.jr throughou the v\ hole Iliad, who 
is ofieii tilent' vvi.i-n he has an opoortunit) to fpeak, and 
when he fpeaks, it is liice a loldier with a martial air, 
and alV.»ys wim brevity. Eujiathius, 

P 5 Ul^a 
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Ulj^lfes thot, UDConqocr'd by his pains, ^05 

A finglc warrior, half a hoft fuftaios : 

But fooa as Ajax heaves his tow*r-1ike fhieldy 

The fcattcr'd crowds fly frighted o'er the field ; 

Atr'tdes* arm the (inking hero (lays, 

And, fav'd from numbers, to his car conveys. 610 

Vi£ionous Ajax plies the routed crew ; 
And firft Dorjclus^ Priam^s fon, he flew: 
On il^ong Pandocus next inflicts a wound, 
And lays Lyfandcr bleeding on the ground. 
As when a torrent fvvell'd with wintry rains, 615 
Pours from tiie mountains o'er the delug'd plains, 
Andpiiv^sand oaks from their foundation torn, 
A country 'sruins! to the feas are borne: 
Fierce Ajax thus o'erwhelms the yielding throng, 
Men, ftceds, and chariots, roll in heaps along. 620 

But HeSor^ from this fcene or flaughter far, 
Rag'd on tlie ItTt, and rurd the tide of war: 
Loud groans proclaim his progrefs thro' the plain. 
And deep Scanuwder fwdls with heaps of flaln. 
There Nejlorzw^ tdomencus Oi^^oit 625 

The '.vanlor's fu:y, there the battle glows; 
There fierce on foot, or from the chariot's height, 
His fword deforms the beauteous ranks of fight- 
The fpoufe oi Helen dealing darts around. 
Had pierc'd Machaon\s\\X\ a diilant wound : 630 
In his right fhoulderthe broad inaft appcar'd, 
And trembling Greece for licr Phyficlan fear'd. 
To Nejlor then Idomencvs begun ; 
Glory of Greece , old Neleus^ valiant fun ! 

Afc'cnd 
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Afcend thy chariot, hade with fpeed away, 63 j 

And great Macbaon to the (hips convey. 

A wife Phyficlan, fkill'd our wounds to heal,. 

Is more than armies to the puWic weal. 

Old Nejlor mounts^the feat. Befide him rode 
The wounded offspring of the healing God. 640 
He knds the laih; the. deeds with founding feet. 
Shake the dry field, and thunder to w'rd the fleet. 

But now Cehr'tones^ from He8or*% car, 
Survey'd the various fortune of the war. 

^.637. yf 'ivife Pky/idan.'\ The Poet pafTes a. very 
fignal commendation upon Phyficians: 1 he army had 
feen fcveral of th»eir bravtft heroes wounded, yet were 
not f'.) .riu'h <r»r;>irl»ed for them all, as they were at the 
fir^le d .iig'r of Ma'chaon : But the p^rfon whom he 
calls a Pl'yfician feems rather to be a Surgeon. The 
cutting ou: of c'lrrows, and applying anodynes being the 
province of the Utc^r. However (as Eu/iatkius fay?) we 
mull conc'uit^ ibRt Mac /laon vi'.\s both a PhyCcian and 
Sur^^eon. and that ihofe twoprofeffions were pradlifed by 

It B ien^onab'e to think, from the frequency of the^r 
war:?, thit the prcfeiTion m thofe days was chiefly fchi- 
rurj;ical : Ctlfiis fay^exprellv that the Diatcfic was Icig 
after iivvfrnted ; but lliat Botany was in great e<|eem and 
pradl'.cr-, appears from the ftories of Medea ^ Circe, &c. 
We often find mt r»t on among the molt ancient writers, 
of wo'vvfMi emi'^'vu in that art; asof l/^^^wf//^ in this 
very '.00k v. ?7^, wlio is faid (like Solomon) to have 
known the v'rr.uj»:; of every plant that grew on the earth, 
and of Pjlyduft.ne in the fourth book of the OfJyJ/eis, 

Hot,!c> , I l«l.t\e, knew all that was knovn in hi^ .-, 
tini?of -hi ii.i-Vi.e of thtfe arts. His me-hods of ex- - 
traftintr irrovv., Itn'.ichin^ of blood by the bitrer root, 
fo'\:i'n»in!j; uf 'junds wlih warm wafer, applying pro- 
])er bn jd i^es .nid rf^n-edies, ore all according to the true 
p;«c"i; vof I'-t, Therci ar*- hk^jwife feveral paifages in 
h'.s svork h It fhew his Knowledge <^f the virtues of 
plant , t^vfi of tho:'e cj \ .lit;-- Ahich .?.r^ commonly (tho* 
crroii? >Miiy) afcribed to them, as of the M^jly agaiml en- 
chantn:ents, the willow \shith caufes birrennefs, the 
nepenihCf (^c. 

While 
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While here (he cryM) the flyiog Gmks arc flaiD ; 645 

Trofanj on Trofoms yonder load the plaui. 

Before great ^jaxj fee the mingled throng 

Of men and chariots dn?'n in heaps along ! 

I know bfm well, diilinguKhM o'er the field 

By the broad gittt'ring of the fev'nfold (hield. 650 

Thither, O Htdor^ thither urge thy fleeds ; 

There danger calls, and there the combat bleeds. 

There horfe and foot in mingled deaths unite. 

And groans of ilaiighter mix with (hobts of fight. 

Thus having fpoke, the drivcr^s lafti refounds; 655 
Swift thro' the ranks the rapid chariot bounds ; 
Stung by the ftrokc, the ccurfers fcour the fields. 
O'er heaps of carcafFes, and hills of fhields« 
The horfes hoofs are bath'd in heroes gore. 
And daftiiog, purple all the car before: 660 

The groaning axle Tabic drops ditliUs, 
And mangled carnage clogs the rapid wheels. 
*Herc HeSo.'j plunging thro' the thickcft fight. 
Broke tlie dark Pkahnx, and let iu the light: 
( By ll;e U^ng lance, the fword, or pondVous ftone, 66^ 
The ranks lie fcatter'd, and the tr.nps o'erthrcwn) 
yijax he Ihuns, thro' all the dire ^Ichate, 
And fears that arm, wliofe force he felt fo late. 
But partial jfore^ efpouring Hscicr^B pait, 
Shct licav'n-bred hoiTor thro' the Grecian* s heart ; 670 
-» Confus'd 

V. 6^9 Bf fart'ui! Jore, ^-.•. .] The ad.lref^ of Ho- 
jrcr in brir.j::r^g f»ft A,.!'- \\\-\\ .irc-n.v i? aciniirable : 
He mr ke? /.^ J/ \- n^a:d to arp.o..cb him: He bripos 
dov^n Jrp::,*- hini'-^'f to tf.riily riiM : fo that liC retreats 
notf.tni 2 ir.ortci'., h\xi fiLUi a GuJ, 

This 
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ConfusM, unnerv'd in HeStor^^ prefence grown^ 
Araaz'd he flood, with terrors not his own* ' 

O'er 

This whole paffage is inimitably ju(l and beautiful : 
we fee Ajax drawn in the molt bold and ftrong colours ; 
and in a manner alive in the defcripti^n.. We fee him 
flowly' and fullenly retreat between two armies, and 
even with a look repulfethe one, and protect the other; 
There is not one line but what rcfembles -^'ajir ; the 
chara^er of a ftubborn but undaunted warrior is perfeflly 
maintained, and muft llrike the reader at ihe fi.ft view. 
He compares him firft to the Lion for hisundiuntednefs 
in fighting, and then to tl e Afs for his (hibborn flownefs 
in retreating 5 though jn the latter conip^rifon there are 
many other points of likenefs that enliven the image: 
The hnvoche make, in ihe field is repreftnted by the 
tearing and trampling down theharvefts; and we fee 
the bulk, ftrength and obftinacv of the hero, when the 
Trojans in refpc<Sl to him are compared but to troops of 
bo\^ that impotfjitly endeavour to drive him away. ■ 

.Eu/iathiusi^^\\^v\x.. as to ihofe objVilions which have 
been ra.fcdagaintl this lall fimile, for a pretended want 
of dehcHCV : Thi^ alone is conviction to me that they 
are all of a later date: For eife he would not havi* 
failed to have vin'iicated his favourite Poet in a paffa^e 
that hid bfen. applauded many hundreds of years, and 
flood ihe telt of ages. 

But Monfieur Dacier has done it very well in his re- 
marks upon Arijioil'^'. ** In the time of Homer (fays 
*' th-it au'hor)an Af? wasnot in fuch <:ircumftance<; of 
" Contempt tj.'^ in ours: The name of that animal was 
** not then converted into any, term of reproach, but 
•* it upon a beafi 'ipon Ahich King*^* atid Princes 
*' m j^lit be fee n with dignity. And it v^^ll no*" be very 
** difcrefct to ridicule th.s comparif on, which the holy 
** fcripture ha= put into rhe mouth of jacob^ who fays 
** in ht.' bcnHi!,6t on of iiis chi dren, IJJacharJhal} he as 
** a ft : 0"^^ .4J \\ MouHeur <y^ /a Mo//^ allows this poinf^ 
andtxcules Himn^fox his choice of this animal, but is 
un!r«ppii)' difgufled at thecircumiiance of the hoySy and 
rh'i oi.iUnaie f^iuifony of rhe Afs, which he fays are 
irnngts too mtan to reprt-fent the determined valour of 
Ajti .\ an. I the fury of his enemie.<. It is anfwered by 
Miidim Dacier^ that what ///9/«fr here images is not 
the gluttony, but the patience, the obfUnacy, and 

llrength 
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O'er hi8 broad back his moony fhield be threw^ 
And, glaring round, by tardy Aeps withdrew, 

. Thus 

Prenj^ih of the af« (\$ Eufiafhiui had before obferved). 
To j'.lj^e riKhfly of coni*> irjfoii<, v\e are not to examine 
if the r\il,j*«5i from » hence th'ev a^edtrived be gT«?at or 
i;^.i - i.i_ .. r. \y'. ._ . u..k ...-. „--. •._T..^:^^ii.. «,_ 



A computy of b »y^ '.\h5ppini( n. r »p i.^ very (at fr«)rii a 
j;re.U and n^ble fu')ieft. w*^ .''.',• ;/7 his not fcruplerl to 
ilriw from it a fimilifue »!' h ;»dnir.ibly expreffes a 
F.iiicrO in the vivivruce of h;r paflion. 

C' u q-:')^'lam ff^t ff* in/:^arrt [nh X' v here turho^ 

^i/n; puen rnag^it in gyro iJ^cua atria ciicum 

Intent I Ijfii c r.v cnt ; ,Ii? .. .-7.<j htthcna 

Cuii' il'^ fcrtur ifi.iiiis : //.•./- / injcia/upra 

Jr'i*>: t-.'ff'o: maf.'ii^ miruta ■v'jlitbilc huxum ; 

Dant aniffiosplagie — 5^*0 • A^n. lib. 7. 

'H'jAovf :, up )!'. the \vhoI«»i a tnnflator O'a^s fo much to 
til • t.'i!!'.- ■ f ilic a:^- ill vNhich h=t livv's, as nor to make 
to K'^-*' '^ cv^"»\i>.i neiit '.<> a former *, ;p.:d ihi'* induced 
rnc 10 oin;t t'l'j irtnti-Mj oK •■lie -.ruid //,'V in the tranfla- 
tioii. I 1.' ivv«- the t-a.ii . \ ill pardon nie, if, on this 
o.c.i(i.)n I fraiilVrlb^ a palKige from Mr. BoUcuu*^\\ot^ 
on / nrr,i.'':'ji 

*• 'Ir.'^rtt i; nothim^ (fays he) that mere difgrace.*; a 
** corup)ru'OM tfiiJi tfie nfe of iiiea!i ai-.d vultr.ir- word^ • 
** in^O;i.ic''i il'.it (i;e-i .al'^ ipeiikii.^;) a nn-aii tl.ou^ht, 
** frxp.cIV-d in i(.j1'; !c 1 1> , is nio.c to ijr*»hl<», tiian a 
*' no)le ffoii^hr t-xpreliV 1 in mea • <ir.t.-. ! iie rt-ifon 
** v.!it':e-v)f 1-, tliat all die aoiKI a;e not c:^pal)lr* to iuci^tj 
** (»rt!i<; j lUnff.i anvi lor'.c ot a ihou^iit ; hn thorr'-j 
" fc-rtK.^ any Ti\?.n v\ho c.innot, tfj. j, .dlv In nfivin*^ 
*• i.ir.^ir ., , pf-rceivr the i-.ll ..f'.inn'fs of VNordT. 
*' !Nfv»r li^lefs viy f-/ ^rir-^r:: .re r.-c- f.oni 'W -- v.ct : 
** / OA /';//:: accuft^?^ /' !'ff < .tirinoi. p )!''i.' f.f :• • j the 
** G', V /: i : (^ r',.;nr, of rh . . '-.W "X \ :'.v,l\ ir'^-, S,^/' ^.f 
** an :/'/■;. ...M -- no', fd'cap- .. 'lie f..rie cr.d.-rr. f i[ 
•* not tijcn • V l'!-p'izin-^, ■ .t iii re* ro -h (<:> 'l.^s 
*' account h;.j .=ctn i vercTlt iip-)n }-l)>-"> P .'^..j.'j^Ii l-r ii. ,-; 
*' coinpoftd two put':n% each ;Uv le volmr.inons tlvn, r^.f; 
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Thus the grim lion his retreat maintains, 675 

Befct with watchful dogs, and fhouting fwains, 
RepulsM by numbers from the nightly ftalls, 
Tho* rage impels him, and tlio' kunger calls, 
Long ftands the fhow'ring daits, and miflile fires ; 
Then fourly (low th' indignant beaft retires. 680 
So turn'd ftem j^jax^ by whole hoils repeli'd. 
While his fwoln heart at cv'ry ftep rebelled. 

As the flow beaft, with heavy llrength indu'd. 
In fome wide field by troops of boys purfu'd, 

•' Jtrteic/: nnd though no author whatt ver har. dtf^end- 
** ed more frequently than he into a derail of little par- 
** ricularities ; yet he never ufes tein.s which are not 
•* noble, or if he ufes humble v^oviU or phrafes, it is 
*' with lb much art, , that, as Z)/5;?;j/fvf o:.fr,rve?, dv v 
*' become noble av.d harmonious.- Uiicioubtf-dly, if 
*• there had been any caufe to charjije him \v:'h this 
** fault, Lon^inus had jpareu him no iTiOrc than ihroio- 
•* ///.f. We may learn from hence, the ij;:rora/:cf of 
*' thofe roodern critics, >Aho, refohinj^ to i.i !j;e 0/ x.\\^ 
** Gr€ik without the knowledge of it, and u'-ver reading 
•• Homer but in lov and i:itlcjjant'trji,fi,\i.G'.>. impute 
*• ih«-.meannelVes of his tranfl.itors tptlie P, ei h>:»ilt.f; 
** and ridiculoufly blame^i man who (poke in on* Inn- 
** gui^gf, for fpeaking what is not elegant in another. 
'* I hey ought to know that the words of «.i.fi'>renr lnw- 
** Kuages are not always exa^ly correrp':<iv.\vr ; pnci it 
" may often hi'.ppen that a word-uhich ii^veiy r.oblo 
•* in Grak, cannot be rendered in another tcr^.ie, b.iC 
** by one \^hich i^ very mean. 1 nus tlvi uortl (i/7rrus\\\ 
** l.ati:^ and afs \r\EngIi/hy are the vileft ini.i?.iii,ible ; 
•• bn^ thai which lignifico the fame linimal in Greek and 
•* H.hiw is of dignity enough to be ejnplovcd on the 
** nioli magnificent occafionr. In like nL.nntr the terms 
•' of a ho^-herd and covj keeper in oar lan;iU:;ge are 
•• inf;!t!;.'rab!», but thcfe which anf»ver to' the;a in 
*' GiC'.k, (T'jQujTri^ and /?a>coAo?, are gra';f:ful and har- 
*• nv>!vuiis: and ^'Jrril^ who in h;.-OAn longu" ontitlc-d 
**.his Eologijes Buco/idi, would have letn aHianird to 
'* havt cnlled them in ours, the DJa/npua of Cow- 
" kap-rs:' 
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T!:c' -;7iir.d. ^s iiusa broaden itsnpeil rain, 6B^ 

C^pa :n;r till lar^cih snd .ays ^aAe rhe plain ; 
T'lij-i T. Ki -iidsi -ht "loilaw biuws eiwanii, 
T'js: "latir-ii luimni noirirainii hib jjrtiund. 
ic2.:cr fran :;ie ic:d *'.tri ill :iic:r iiFurts chafi*d^ 
A.-.d ::r3 b-L .2.?w:\- v:i-n he .br* at iatt. 69G 

JI n ..;.".::.- . . : ui 1 .vci ;^n r .)£ 'T ^rjans 1 u n ir> 
Tjc .:~jiics -cduubicd an !iis buckler runir; 
C-nddinsT i;-iv in .2idkv dr.-^inipj he ijirds^ 
y'j^v r::r-!s. and baciiwiri iaeirs the yielding bain£ii ; 
Xcw .i-.r L-.-j-^tt. -tt '.i-r-r;7 ic--ias :.: dy, 695 

A .: ^ ■- . . ij .: ■ .^ : .s -'."'.,■ v*r 1 wiLi rt rj rZ'fl eve . 

W^::!s .:. Hi:^ is:-: 3 iiiicti'd in .r:n I:j-**i-s : 
I.J ; .• I ]■ ; . id L -c a! c - T. Jir- 1 a- e jp ■• n .f cod , 

j*«.'.j. r.i.":"" : i" it, ^"^ .. s 't "rte p^^iTT, 
?I.i-s..: -— 1 - I.: .^.iJ :"\ -.S :jr j«ot:d fj vaIj. 

A::i-:." ^■-". . ■■- :^.: i:*: 1 c^ciid c: dirtj ; 
TV.:o:'. ::::r' ' i. . : .i-.iv: 1 .1 j^:i:n:\ :hi ive, 7C5 



^ . c 



F!:c' 1 - - : ;; p : t. K:.- 'r ken wis the no.-d. 
i\:,J.< '.J ::.:: •■;-:;: the njur: led Gr.i-: ictir'd. 
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What God, O Grecians ! has your hearts cllfmay'd? 
Oh, turn to arms; 'tis -^'^ja; claims yoyr aid. 716 
This hour he flands the mark of hoftlle rage, 
And this the lafl brave battle he fliall wage : 
Haile, join your forces ; from the gloomy grave 
The warrior refcue, and your country fave. 72O 

Thus urg'd the chief ; a gcnVdus troop appears. 
Who fpread their bucklers, and advance their fpears, 
To guard their wounded friend : While thus they (land 
With piou^ care, great j4j ax pins the band z 
Each takes new courage at the hero's fight ; 725 
The hero rallies, and renews the fight ; 
Thus rag'd both armies like confliding fires, 
While Ne/lor*a chariot far from fight retires : 

V. 713. Back to the liifs the nvounded Gtttk reih *(/."} 
We fee here almoft all the chic-fa of the Grecian army 
withdrawn : Ncjior and VljjffeSy the two gre^t counfel- 
lors ; ' /Igamemnon^ Dhmeri^ andEurypy/us, the bravHt 
warriors; all retreated: So that now in this neceffity 
of the Greeks, there wa? occafion for the Poer terpen 
a new fcene of a6lion, or elfe the Trojans hail t;fen 
victorious, at>d the Grecians driven from the ftiores of 
Troy, To fhew the dillrefs of the Greeks at this period, ^ 
from which the poem takes a new turn, 'twill be conve- 
nient to cart a view on the poliure of their affairs : All 
human aid is cut off by the wounds of their heroes,* and 
all affifUnce from the Gods forb'd by Jupiier r Whereas 
the Trojans fee their general ar their head, an J Jupiter 
himfelf fij;ht5 or. their fide. Upon this hinge turns the 
^holf poemj the diflrefs of the Greeks occafion*? firlt 
the afliltince of PattocluSy and then the death of tliat 
hero drawf. on the return of Achilles. It is with great 
arc that the Poet conc'nds all thefe incident' : He lets 
Achilles have the pleafure of feeing that the Greeks were 
no longer able to carry on the war without hi- affilKince, 
and upon this depends the great catallrophe of the poem, 
Eujiathius, 

Hii 
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r: ^ ; • ', j l.'v.p'i ■ : f*cd:, ar.d (laia'd with gore, 

* : -' .»•.;. -'.^rvvir. ^"cat JiJ^^bjzn horc, 730 

. ' ■ . . . ^ . j: J-- , rVo m : '. ; t r p 11 ll h eight 
• ;. ■- ijc:, u'orlsi.k'vl :::c field of fighl ; 
. . . ; • -"J b-htivl urcui.vl tiii pum 

1 . . '. ■' : '-:, il-.i l!jv:ii^', and the ilaiD. 

i: . '•■..- : .V:. ':j:m ili^^Icd f^oHQ :!e reft, 735 

-V :':.-.l...: -/ly tcu^h'i his Tcr^tful bread. ' 
L't. ii: :o SS ?;^*."aj' iiiUs.h-ljvM Ton h< fent ; 
G . a J ^ :\; ! j»i J^ -Lt j , pJinJus qu : ts h is tec t, 
; :.: evil hjiir! Then Fite decreet his doom; 
A::i r.\*J the dzte of all hij woes to come !) 740 

Wi-y v:-!ij tr.y f.:c"J ? thy lov'd injunctions lav, 
W I» at c \ r 1 1 1 y w i II , Pjfrcc'u r iiull obc y . 

O f:rIloff.i;:r;:^! (A'//\Ax thus reply 'd) 
S:!il at r.'.y 1,0-.:, c:»d ever at my fiJel 

r.-.trr if .•:'.-. ;.i/-. \^ouli no: :'tfrnv: L>r to be ;:n ador 

• «. r"-- • .^r-V, v.: b\^ !vnc of wir :ti.;"'"*s h-m to . c a 
*', •::'i tor : ^ti I a< :'\t p.^e: •!: : no" inieni to dr.i.v ihe 
c h i ;t C r «; - o f J •) ' r t.- c: n^ - n » r. .-ii 1 •/.'.• j . he n ■ a k ts Ii i ni 
Cc!:.;^:^ ; \:*; .".e c;:!':. i^r.on of thi- G'.v. kj\ iJec-iult it 
c." '• '.•.■ ; '.\ih hii revcr;;t* : That rrf.:;ln:f-!>;, which is 
r!;? iM'j cr ct ti:e p?fr.i, i\:V ;^-t*v.iM- ov.-r a 1 hi.- p,f- 
ii- -. . •■ \ -. il:-: 1-..V,- vf his i<^'..- :v\ i\\- :h.M:j'--. he bs- 
li'-.- •• . V • } ;/!V :^ KdJi'.r' ■!-. : . vc: .•:■. a' j^t-r n",M-s 
ti: i'.i i-i.-:.^i !*:^ V • s. ao i i'r 1 t;:^ - r'''-:.l«.'il »Ni{i> thrir 
d!i'.r;f-. be.cJi.f ■ iir j ;J.i,C' i' smII woruii'ju'c ro hi? glory. 

V. 7-0-. //■ _'' iir.: Mach.:on. &c.-] 1 1 m.iy be :in^?i 
vhv ."\7/t :.." ; :>tlij only pciTii v»ho»i 7»'.;7-'j" pl-its? 
/\v//.v; ".; 1 ..i'.f->cri, ti'.ir ic vvi. f-i«.ijer b:c.;uf"e Iir- was 
Iii"? CO ii.r. v:m ip., a 7.': , ■'/./:.'.:. :\ or h-cdu'.'t: ^ii.'i.'Ui\,/ ius^ 
rhe f.itiir;- .;f .1 /.;:•".<;).';. p c-h 'cvi ovri pl;y{i:, th.^ pro- 
ft'MiMi ol* :.;.> pr; >j'to.- r/;.Vf'/.'/ Biir n-ihat^- .f Qiay he 
a l;tt : r i<* .fori To iiy, iha .■: J)' iiciaii i-? a }>uhlic gt'^od, 
aii I A.I-; v.iiucvl bv ri.s wiioie anny ; r.'\\ ir is :vjr im- 
piubaMe but hfi michr have cur'::fi AchilLi of a \^oand 
during 'die couife ojTihe iVojun v*Liri. 

The 
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The time le come, when yon' defpairing hoft 745 

Shall learn the value of the man they loft: 

Now at my knees the Greeis fiiall pour their moan, 

And proud Strides tremble on hts throne. 

Go now to Nejlor^ and from him be taught 

What wounded warrior late ills chariot brought ; 750 

For fcen at diftance, and but feen behind, 

His form recalled Machaon to my mind ; 

Nor could I thro' yon' cloud difcern his face, 

The courfers paft me with fo fwift a pace. 

The hero faid. His friend obey'd with hade, 755 
Thro' intermingled fhips and tents he paft ; 
The chiefs defcending. from their car he found ; 
The panting ftceds Eurymedon unbound. 
The warriors, Handing on the breezy ftiore, 
To dry their fweat, and wh(h away the gore, 760 
Here paus'd a moment, while the gentle gale 
Convey'd that frefhnefs the cool feas exhale ; . 
Then to confuit on farther methods went, 
And took their feats beneath the^fliady tent. 

• The 

V. 717. Aljiy /?/ ;;.'/ hiee^ th(^G^f:)k%/J:>nll pour fhoir 
mzan.\ The Poet, by pitting tbeie woi»b into the niouib 
of Achilles^ lenvcs room io: a fecond fni!)ally, and 
( /^c /.'///i J hi mfe If mentions it) one may think it would 
not have been unfuccelVf ul : But the Po< t, by a more 
happy management, makes hi.^ frien'l Puhocius the .id- 
\ocai:eof the Gr<?t/r.v, and by that means his return be- 
comes his o.vn choice. I'hisj conduct admirably main- 
rains the cliaradcr.of ^cAi/ies^ v^ho does not itiriil che 
G/ctki tlirough his kindnels to them, but fiom a ciefire 
of revenge upon' the Trojam : His pr'feja iinj^er, for 
the drath of hio friend, blots out the to^nier one for tiie 
iv.ji}ry of Agamemnon i and as he feparated rmm the. 
army in a rage, fo he joins it a^ain in the like dii'p^fition. 

V.7^4. 
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The draught prcfcrib'd, fair Hecamede prepares, 765 
jirfmous^ daughter, gracM with golden hairs : 
(Whom to his aged arms, a royal (lave, 
Greece^ as the pnze oT Nejlor'^ wiTdom, gave) 
A table firfl with azure feet (!ie plac'd ; 
Whofe ample orb a brazen charjrer grac'd : 770 

Honey new-prefs*d, the facrod floiir of wheat. 
And whole fome garlic crowned the favVy treat. 
Next her white hand an,antique goblet briogs, 
A goblet facred to the Pylian Kings, 
From cldcft limes : cmboffc'd.wlth ftudfof g^old, 77c 
Two feet fupport it, and four handles hold ; 
On each bright handle, bending o'er the brink. 
In fculptur'd gold, two turtles fecmto diiok : 
A mafly weight, yet hcavM with cafe by biai. 
When the bn& Ncdar overlook'd the brim. 780 

Tempered 

V. 7'^4. And took their Jcais b^?:cath thc^ja-iy fenfs.^ 
The Poet here Iteals awav the reader from the battle, 
and relieves him by the dcfcriprion of Ne/ior*s entertain* 
inent. I hope to' be pardoned for having more than 
once repeaten this obfervition, which extends to feveral 
palfiges of Ho7:c/\ Without this piecft of condu<51, the 
frequency and let^^th of his battles mi};ht fatijjue the 
reader, who c<»ul 1 not lb long be delighted with conti- 
nued ftene^ of h'ood. 

V. 774. AgohLtJacrpdtothe'?yV\7\.x\Kirigs.'\ There 
are lome who chji find out a inyftery in the plaineft 
thinj3;s; they can ft-.e what the autho- iv-Vif meant, and 
explain him into the created obfcmili^'. T^u/fatkius 
here gives us a very .extraordinary inllance of 'his na- 
ture: I he bowl by an alleg^n* fi^ur«-.< the World; 
the fpherical form of if: ref#r»--Vnt> ir^ r()undnefs ; the 
G^/vf^ word \\h:ili fii^nifie the Dovis^ bfinf* fpelled aU 
n>o!l like th*^ P/ JaJts, hS.ui to mem that conltelUiion ; 
ani, becHufe the Poet tells u> the bowl wms rtudded 
with gold, thofe lluis mud needs imply the lUrs. 
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Tempered in tin's, the Nyroph of form divine 
Pours a large potion of the Pramnian wine ; 

With 

V. 779. Ttt heat *d 'with eafc by Aim.'] There has ever 
been a j^rear d.fpute about this paiTage; nor is i*- appa- 
rent for what reafon the Poet ib<'uld V li u »har xVV///iir, 
even in hi<^ oil age, could more eafily lift fhis bowl 
than any other naan- This ha< drawn a j^reat df ^1 of 
raii-erv >ipon the old man, a« if he had learned to lift it 
bv frequent ufe ; an infinu-.tion that Neflor was no 
enemy to \aine. Others with more juilice to his cha- 
ra'f^er, have put another co^iHru^iion upon th^ wordff, 
which fol^res the inaprobability very naturally. Ac- 
cording to thi? op'.nion. ihe ji^ord which is ufually fup- 
pofed to fign'-fv another man^ is rendered another old 
man^ meanicK Mackaon^ whofe wound made him in- 
capable to 1 t*t it, Thi' wouM have taken away the 
riifticulty v.iiHout anv violence ro the co^'ftiudion. But 
Eu/lathius Xc\U u?, the pr«'prief y of fpeech would require 
the word 'n oe, no a.X?»o?, hut «Tifo?, when fpoken but 
of tvio Bur why then may it not fignify any other 
O d man / 

V. 728. Pours a large potion i\ The potion v.h'ch 
H<camcde hrre prepares for Machaon^ has been thought 
a very extrabrd.nary one in Ui*' cufe of a wounded per- 
fon, and by fomr'c-ilics held in ihe fume repute with 
ihe oalfaTT! of Fietahras\\> Don ^ixote. But it is rightly 
'obfervec' by ;he conamentatois, that Machaon was not \o 
dangeroufly hurt as tobedblige*! to a different rf*gimen 
from what he might ufe at ano^her time. Homer had 
julltold u- that he iiayedon the ftrt-fide XP refrefli him- 
lelf. and he iiow enters into a long converfatioo with 
l^cjiory neither of which would have been done by a 
man in any great pain or danger: . is lofsof blood and 
Ipirits mighc make him not 10 much in fear of a fever 
aj in >Aaiit of a (ordial ; and actorningJy xh'n potion is 
rather alimentary than mt-dicin^l. Jf it h^d been di- 
rfe^ly improper in this cafe, 1 cannot help fancying that 
Homer ^ould not have failed to tell us of Mac/iaon's rc- 
je^tngit. Yet after all, fomc anfv\er mi*y be made 
even to the grand objf^ion, that wine was too inflam- 
matory for a wounded man. Hippocrates allows wine 
in acute cafes, and even without water inc<fesof in- 
digeftion. He fays indeed in his book of ancient meii- 
ciue, that the ancienu were ignorant of the good and bad 

qualities 
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Tempered in tliis, the Nyroph of form divine 
Pours a large potion of the Pramntan wine ; 

With 

V. 779. Tit heai^diuith eafc by himJ] There has ever 
been a great difpute abour this paiVage; nor is i*- appa- 
rent for what" reafan the Poet ftiould t' 11 us ^hdkt Ntyior, 
even in hi<; oil age, could more eafjly lift this bowl 
than any other man. This has drawn a jjreat de.nl of 
raillery 'ipon the old man, a« if he had learned to lift it 
bv frequent ufe ; an infinu-.tion that N^/for was no 
enemy to wine. Other?^. wirh more jultice to his cha- 
raif^er, have put another conftru6tion upon th^ wordr, 
which folves the inaprubability very naturally. Ac- 
cording to this opinion, ihe ^ord which is ufually fup- 
pofed to fign^fv another man^ is rendered another old 
man^ meanic^ Mackaon^ whofe wound made him in- 
capable to I'll it. Thi^ would ha\^e taken away the 
difficulty without anv violence to the coniirufiion. But 
Eufiathius tells us, the propriety of fpecch would require 
the word 'o oe, nor aAAo;, hut sTipoj, when fpoken but 
of two But why then may it not fignify any other 
O d man ? 

V. 728. Pnurs a large potion.'] The potion which 
Hccantcde hrre preparesfor Machaon^ has been thought 
a very extraordinary one in ^ho cMe of a wounded per- 
fon, and by fome'critics held in ihe fame repute with 
the balfam of F;eraAras\u Don ^ixote. But it/is rightly 
'•obferved by the commentatois, that Machaon was not fo 
dangeroufly hurt as to be obliged to a different r^gimeix 
from what he might ufe at another time. Ifnmcrhad 
julltold us that he liaycd on the ft a- tide U> refre(h him- 
I'elf, and he now enters into a long converfation with 
AV^or, neither of which would have been done by a 
man in any great pain or danger: > is lofs of b'.ood and 
fplrits might make him not \o much in fear of a fever 
as in want of a cordial ; and acrorr.ingJy this potion is 
rather alimentary than medicinal. If it h;.d been di- 
rtiftly improper in this cafe, 1 cannot help fancying that 
Homer would not have failed to fell us of Muchaon*s re- 
je6lingit. Yet after all, fome anfv\er mi<y be made 
even to the grand obje^^ion, that wine w^s too inflam- 
matory for a Wounded man. Hippocrates allows wine 
in acute cafes, and even without water in cafes of in- 
digeftion. ^le fays indeed in his book of ancient meii- 
ciue, that the ancients were ignorant of the good and bad 
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Whh goat'a-milk chccfe a fiavVous tafte bcftows, 
, Andlall with flour the fmiling furface ftrows. 
This for the wounded Prince the dame prepares ; 785 
The cordial bev'rage rev'iend Nejlor (hares : 
Salubrious draughts the warriors third allay, 
And plcafing conference beguiles the day. 

Mean time Patroclus by jichilles fent, 
Unheard approach'd, and flood before the tent» 790 
Old Nejiory rifing then, the hero led 
To his high feat ; the chief refus'd, and faid: 

'Tis now no feafon for thefe kind delays 
The great AchtlUs with impatience ftays. 
To great yfchillesA^is refpedl I owe ; 79J 

Who aflcs what hero wounded by the foe. 
Was borne from combat by the foaming deeds ? 
With grief I fee the great Macbaon bleeds. 
This to report, my hady courfe I bend ; 
Thou know'd the fiery temper of my friend. Sco 

Can then the fons of Greece (the fage rejoin'd) 
Excite compaffion in jichilles^ mind ? 

Seeks 

qualities of wine : and yet the potion here prefcribed 
will not be allowed by phyfuians to be an inftance that 
they were fo ; for \\in« might be proper for Machaor 
not only as a cordi.O, but as an opiate. Ajclepjar/es^ a 
phyfician who flourllhed at Rome in the time ct Po//ii^cv 
prefcrilxfd wine in fever?, and even in phrenfies to cau!e 
i^een. Ca/ius Aurclianus^ /;^. 4. r. 14. 

\. 801. Can then the fons <9/" Greece. £?V ] I: i? cuT- 
tomary for thnfe v%ho iranflrtte or comment on nn aii« 
thor» fo ufe him as they do their miilrcfs; ihtjy can Ire 
no faults, or can coi^Acrt his very faults into beautie? ; 
bur I cannot be fo partial to Horner^ to imagine that fhi«s 
fpeech of Nc/ht^s is not greatly blamcable for being 
too long: he crouds incidents uj)on incident?, and v^hf :? 
he fpcaks cf himfelf, he expatiates upon his onn grest 

i.dlions 
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Seeks he the furrows of our hoft to know? 
This is not half the llory of our woe. 

TcII 

a^ion?, verynaturnlly indeed to old age, but unfeafon- 
ablv in ;be prefent jun(5lure. When he conges to f peak 
of hi** killing the ion of Augias^ he is fo pleafed with 
himfelf, that he forgets the diitrtfs of the army, and 
cannot leave his favourite fubjeiSl till he has given us 
the pedigiee of his relations, his wife's narae, her ex- 
cellence, the command he bore, and the fury with which 
he aflaulttd him Thefe and many other circumftances, 
asthey have no vifible allufion to the defign of the fpeecb, 
feem to be unfortunately introduced. In (hort, I think 
they are not fo valuable upon any other account, as be- 
caufe they prcferve a piece of ancient hiftory, which had 
otherwife been loft. 

What tend- yet farther to make thisftory feem abfurd, 
is what Pat rectus f.iil at the beginning of the fpeech, 
th.'it he haJ not lajurc to /!t down: fo that Np/?or 
detains him in the \%x\i Handing, during the whole 
narration. 

They that arp of the contrary opinion obferve, th.»t 
there is a great deal of art in fome branches of the t!if- 
courfe ; that \\htT\ Nc/?or tells Patroclus he had himftlf 
difobeyed his father's commands for the fake cf his coun- 
try ; he fays it to make ^rA/7/^» reflcfl that he difobevs 
his father by the contrary behaviour : that what he dwl 
himfelf was to reraliate a fmall injury, but Achilles by 
fght^ng rray fave the Grecian army. He nienrions the 
wou).id of Agamemnon at the very beginning, with an 
intent to give Achilles a little revenge, and that. he mav 
know how mucH his greateft enemy fuffered by his ab- 
• fence. 1 here are many other arguments brought in the 
defence of particular parts ; and it may not be from 
the purp-^fe to obferve, that Nc/ior migi;t defigncdly 
protrnd^ the f[)eech, that 'Patroclus might Jiimfelf behold 
the d'.Orefs of^the army; thus every moment he detained 
him, enforc'd his arguments by the growing mi«-for- 
tunes of the Greeks. Whether thi? was the intention or . 
not, it mull be allowed that the (lay of Prt/z-cr/wr was 
very happy for the Greeks ; for by this means he met 
Eurjpylus wounded, who confirmed hjm in»oa certainty 
Ih.u their affairs were defperate without Ac/iilles^s, aid. 

As for N^/lor*s fecond flory, it is mwc!» eafitr to . e 
defended ; it tends dirc(5lly to the matter in hand, and 
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Tell him, not great Machaon bleeOs alone, ^05' 

Our braved heroes in the navy groan, 
UlyffeSi jl^amemnony Diomed^ 
- And ftern Euryfylus^. already bleed. 
But ah ! what flait'rlng hopes 1 enterUto ? . 
Aehilhs heeds not, but derides our pain ; 8 lO' 

£v'n till the flames coniume our fleet, he ftays. 
And waits the rtiing of the fatal blaze. 
Chief after Chief the raging foededroys; 
Calm he looks on, and ev'ry death enjoys. 
Now the flow (^ourfe of all-inopairiirg time 815 

Unftrings my nerves, and ends my manly prime } 
Oh ! had Lflill that ftrengtb my youth pofTefe'd) 
When this bold arm th' Epeum pow'rs opprefs'd. 
The bulls of Elis in {r]ad triuQiph led,. 
And fire tcfrd; the gx^zt Jiymonaut dead !. . ,820 

Then, from my futy fled tiie trembling. fwaxns. 
And ours was all the plunder of the plains < 
Fifty white flocks, full fifty herds of fwine. 
As many goats, as many Jowing kine : 
And thrice the number of unrival'd llccds, 825 

All teeming fenrialep> and of gcn'rous breeds. 

is told in fiidi a manner as to affe^ botn Patroctus and 
Achilles \ the circumltancr«! are well adapttci to the per- 
fon to vNhom they are fpoken, and by refj ating their 
father's infiruf^ion?, he, a* it were, bring-^ :hexn in, fc- 
condini; his admoniti«^ns. 

V. Si 9. The hulls of EHs in (;lad triumph hd.\ Ells 
is the whole fo!»thv" part of l\l<jponr.eJus^ hetween 
Axhaia and Wjjcn'in^ it v. a.^ originally divided iiiro fe- 
deral diltriAs or princ-paliT es, afterwards it was re- 
duced to two; the one of the F li,/ us ^ \^ho \^ ere the 
fame with the Kpcians ; the other of Ncflor, This re- 
maik is neceffary for the i;ndeiflanJir.g what follows. 
In Homers time the city El;s was r,ot tuJt. Vtfc.'tf . 

Thefc 
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Thcfc, aft my firft cflay of arms, I won ; 
Old Neleus gloryM in hift conqu'ring fon. 
Thus Ells forcM her long arrears rcftorM, 
And (hares were parted to each PyUnn Lord. 830 
The date of Pyle was funk to laft defpair. 
When the proud EUans firftcommencM the war. 
For Nieleus* fons Alcldes* rage had flain ; 
Of twelve bold brothers, T alone remain ! 
Opprefs'd, we arm'd ; and, now thisconqucilgainM, 
My fire three hundred chofen fliecp obtained. 836 
(That large reprifal he might juftly claim, 
For prize defrauded, and infulted fame ; 
When Elis* Monarch at tlie public couffe 
DttainM his chariot, and vitAorious horfe) 840 

The reft the people (harM ; myfclf furvcyM 
The juil partition, ani) due Ti£lim8 paid. 
Three days were pafsM, when EUt rofe to war, 
With many a cpurfer, and with many a car $ 
The Tons of jtBotf at their army 's licad 845 

(Young aa they were) the vcngcfotfquadrons led.. 

High 

v. 839. At the 'public chnrfeJclaif^d'his chariot,^ It is 
faid that thcfe were particular games, which Augias 
had eftabliihed in his own ftate, and that the Olympic 
games cannot be here undcrllood, b^caufe HeiTules did 
not inftitute them till he had killed this kin^^, and de- 
livered hislcingdora to Phykns^ whom his, father Austins 
had banifhed. The prizes of thefe games of Augias 
w^re prizes of weahh,*as golden tripods, iSc. whereas 
the prices of the Olympic gan^efi were only plain chiiplers 
of leaves or branches : bf fides, it is p ob^b'e Homer 
knttw nothing of thefe chaplets given at the^ames, nor 
of the triumphal cro\Ans, nor of the garlnnrls worn at 
feaOsi if he had, he would fome where or othrr have 
mentioned thenk. Euflathiu^. 

V. ^a^s. -The fons 0/ A&or ] Thefe are the fame 
whom Homer calU the t^o Motions, namely, Furvtui 

YoL. II. . GC ^vv^ 
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High on a rock fair Thryo'ijfa ilandi. 

Our iitmoft frontier on the PyTian lands ; 

Not far the dreams of fam'd Alpbitui flow ; 

The dream they pafsM, and pitch'd their tents below* 

Pallas^ defcending in the fliades of nighl, 85 1 

Alarms tlie PyTtans^ and commands the fight. 

Each burns for fame, and fwells with martial pride | 

Myfelf the foremott; but my fire denyM ; 

Fear'd for my youth, cxpos'd to ftern alarms ; 855 

And (topp'd my chariot, and detained my arms. 

My fire dcny'd in vain : on foot I fled 

Amidd our chariots : for the Goddefs led« 

Along fair Arene^^ delightful plain. 
Soft Minyas rolls his waters to the main« S60 

There, horfe and foot, the Pylian troops unite. 
And, flieath'd in arms, expc£l the dawning light* 
Thence, ere the fun advanced his noon-day flame. 
To great Alph<Bus^ facred fourcc we came. 
There firft to Jove our folemn rites were paid • 865 
An untam'd heifer pleas'd iheblue-eyM maid, 
A bull Alphaus ; and a bull was flain 
To the blue monarch of the wat'ry main. 
In arms we flept, behind the winding flood, 
While round ihe town the fierce Epeians ftood, 870 
Soon as the fun, with all revealing ray, 
Flam'd in the front of Kcav'n, and gave the day 5 

and Crr/tAwJ. Ihryo^ffa^ in the line following, is the 
fame town which he calls Thryon in the caralogue. 
The river M'lnya: is the fame with Anvgius^ about 
half way between Pyhs and Thryocffa, called Mhiyus 
from the Minyans who lived on the banks of it. It ap- 
per»r3 from what the Poet fays of the time nf their 
march, that it is half a day's march between Pjlos and 
Ikryoeffa* EuJJaihtus, Straho, iib. 8. 

Bright 
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Bright fcenes of arms, and works of war appear ; 

The nations meet ; there Pylos^ Ells here. 

The firft who fell, beneath my jav'h'n bled ; S7 5 

King Augias* fon, and fpoufe of ^gamede .• 

(She that all limpks' healing virtues knew. 

And ev'ry herb that drinks the morning 'dew.) 

1 feizM his car, the van of battle led ; 

Th* £peianshwj they trembled, and they fled. 880 

The foe difpera'd, their braved warrior kill'd. 

Fierce as a whirlwind now I fwept the Held : 

Full fifty captive chariots^grac'd ray train j 

Two chiefs from each, fell breathlefs to the plain. 

Then Jilor's fons had dyM, but Neptune (hrouds %%^ 

The youthful heroes in a veil of clouds. 

O'er heapy (hields, and o'er the proftrate throng, 

Colledling fpolls, and ilaught'ring all along, 

Thro' wide Buprafian fields we forcM the foes, 

Where o'ei the vales ih' Ohn'tan rocks arofe j 8c)c 

Till Pallas Ilopp'd us where jUlfium flows. 

Ev'n there, the hindmoft of the rere I flay. 

And the fame arm that led concludes the day ; 

Then back to Pyle triumphant take my way. 

There to high Jove were public thanks afiign'd 895 

As firft of Gods, to Nejlor^ of mankind. 

Such then I. was, impell'd by youthful blood ; 

So prov'd my valour for my country's good. 

• V. 895. Thereto high Jove "were public thanks oJJig>i*d 

Asfirjtof Gods; to Neflor, nj m unkind. \ 
There is a referablauce between ihi.s piirageandone in " 
the facred fc/iprure, where s^ll the congregition ^//yJJ,/ 
the Lord God 0/ their fathers ^ and ho'VJcd douun their 
heads t, and nmrjhippedihe Lord^ and t/ie Kin^-. 1 Chron. 
29. 20* 

Q a Adilks 
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Achilles with una^ive fory glows, 
Ai^d gives to piailion what to Greece he owes. 900 
How' fliall he grieve^ when to th' ctcmaF(hade 
Her hofts (hall fink) nor his thepow'r to aid ? 
O friend ! my memory recals the day. 
When gathering aids along the Grecwu fea, 
I9 and Uljffes^ touch'd at Phthia^ port, ^9^5 

And entcr'd Peleus^ hofpitable court* 
A bull to Jove he flew in facrificc^ 
And pour'd libations on the flaming thighs. 
TKyfelf, AchtlleSt and thy rev'tend fire 
Jlfir/ur/iii/, turn'd the fragments, on the flrc« 910 
Achilles fees us, to the feafl invites; 
Social we fit, and fliare the genial rites. 
We then explained the caufe on which we cam^ 
• Urg'dyou to arms, and found you fierce for fame. 
Your aneient fathers genVous precepts gave ; 9 1 j 
Peleus faid «nly this, — :** My fon! be brave."* 
Menatius thus : " Tho* great Achtlks ftiine 
<* In (Irength fuperior, and of race divine, 
" Yet cooler thoughts thy elder years attend ; 
«* Let thy juCL counfclaaid, and rule thy fricfld^*' 920 

V. 916. Peleus ^/li// 0?/^' thjs — Mj font be hrtnte^ 
The (onvifenffs of this advice is very beautiful ; 
Achilles J^ingb^lly, at51»v€, and young:, nright not have 
bur hened his memory vvi'h a long dii^eurfe.: there* 
fore Pekus connfM-»*hfn isall his inQruQ ons in one fen- 
tence. But McV/tf^z/'^J ^t^c^ks more larg^lyto Puttoclui^ 
be being more advaiued in years, and m *iure in judg- 
ment \ nnd sve fee by the m mner of the expreUion, 
that he was fent ui h AchiUcs, not only as a companion, 
but as a monitor, cf v^hich N:'/for pu's h.m in rainl, fo 
fliew th-^t it i-i TirJ^rT his ciurr to give good advice to 
Achilles^ than to follow his ca]>r.t.e, and ci^oufe his re- 
Icijiinent. Eit/ratJitui. 

Thus 
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Thus fpoke your father zX, neJfaTia^^ court ; 

Words now forgot, tho* now of vaft impott. 

Ah ! try the trttpoft that a friend can fay. 

Such gentle force the fierccft minds obey ; 

Some fav*ring God AchtUts^ heart may move ; 9^5 

Tho' deaf to glory, he may yield to love. 

If fome dire oracle his bread alarm^ 

If ought from hcav'n with-hold his faving arm ; 

Some beam of comfort yet ori Grtece may iliine^^ 

If thou but lead the Myrmidonian line ; : 930 

Clad in AthiUei* ftrms, if thouappear. 

Proud Troy mzy tremble, and dcfift from war; 

Prefs'd by frefh forces her o^er-labour'd train 

Shall feek their waUs,- and Greece refpire again. 

TbistouchM his genVons heart, and from the tent 
Along the' (bore with hafty ftrideslie went ; 956 
Soon as he came, where, on the crouded ftrandi 
The public mart and courts of juftice (^"(nd^v 

V. 013.- M ! fry ike utmqft^ &6.] It^naray not be unv 
grateUil to the reader to fee at -one viexv the aim and 
defign of Neftor*% fpeech. By putting Pafroclus in 
mind \)f his father's injunftidns, he provokes him to 
obey him by a likeaeal for his country: by the men- 
tion of the lacrif ce^ he reprimands him for a breach of 
thofe engasements to which the Gods were wttneflTes : 
by^ faying that the very arms of Achillee would reflore 
the fortunes of Greece^ he makes a high compliment to 
that hero, and ofiers a powerful infinuadon to Pdtroclus 
at the lame time, by giving him to underiland, thatlie 
may perfonate AchiUes. Euftathius, 

V. 938. U ouj^hf from Aeav'n wrifi^hold his fantifig 
mrm.\ Ne/tor lays this upon account of what ^r^i/i^i 
himfelf fpoke in the ninth book ': and it is very much 
to the purpofe, for nothing could fooner move Achilles^ 
than to make him think it was the general report in 
the army, that hefhut'bimfelf up in his tent for no other 
reafon but to efcape death, with which his mother had 
threatened him in diicovering to him the decrees of the 
deflinles. Dacien 

Qj Where 
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Where the tall fleet oF great Uiyfes lies, 

And altars to the guardian Gods arffe: 940 

There fad he noel the brave Evmmon*% fon, 

Largp painful drops from all his members run, 

An arrow's head yet rooted in his wound. 

The fable blood in circles mark'd the ground. 

As faintly reeling he confefs'd i\\t fmarX; ^\j, 

Wtak was his pace^ but dauntlefs was his heart* 

33ivine goHnpaflion touch'd Patreclus' breaft. 

Who frThiiig, thus his bleeding friend addreft» 

Ah haplcfs leaders of the Greciart \io^\ 
Thus mull ye peri(h on a barbarous coaft ? 95* 

}s this your fatC) to glut the dogs with gore? 
Far from yourfrtendsi ftnd from your natlvt ftiofct 
Tvay f ffctit £ut^p^liii I (hull Gntti y^t fld»d i 
lUlhU fh« y«t the ng\\\^ lA^^srU hnid { 
Or arc hci h^-'r^^^'i' Jo^mM io dig with /1r4mf t 955 
Att4 this t^e pcrlwd uf our wnn and fame i 

/•\'»;i/y'/w/ tvuiicii m more (my friend) 
Crffi^ U no M^'^»cl tills d«y her gJtjncs crrd. 
]\\*:\ t.> tV.e i^^'ps vii\ >rKHis Trov. purfucs, 
l\r f.^rcc cr.orv.NariMg- ?.s her tjil renews. g6o 

*y\icS: ci :\;V, tl;:ii us'd her utmod raje to meet, 
l.ic rieroVi v\ itli wound?, and bleeding in the fleet. 
Bat ihvu:, retire:. 'us I uSi a friendly part, 
l^ead to my llups, and draw this deadly dart ; 
Willi hike war n\ water wafli the gore away, 965 

AVitli healing balms the raging fmart allay» 
i^'jcli as fage Chirot:, fi»*e of PI:armacyy 
Oiicc ta\ight Achlihs^ and AchlHcs thee. 

Of 
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Of two fam'd furgeons, PodaUrius ftands 
This hour furrounded by the Trojan bands ; . 970 
And great Macbaon wounded in his tent, ^ . 

Now wants that fuccour which fo oft he lent. 

To him the chiefv What then remains to do? 
Th' event of things the Gods alone can view. 
Charg'dby Achtles*. great command I fly, 975 

And bear with hafte the Pylian King's reply : 
But thy dlftrefs this inftant claims relief. • 
He faid, and in his arms upheld the chief. 
The flavestheir mafler's flow approach fur vey*d. 
And hides of oxen on the floor difplay'd; 980 

There (Irctch'd at length the wounded hero lay, 
Patroctus cut the forky fteel away. x ' 

Then in his hands a bitter ro Jt he bruisM ; 
The wound he w^ifh'd, the ftyptic juice infus'd. 
The clofing flcfh that inftant ceasM to glow, 985 

The wound Jto torture, and the blood to flow. ' 

V.9^9 Of t*wo fa/nd furgeons S\ Thouj»h Podahrius 
is mcntipned-ficO for the fake of the verle,,borh here and 
in the cntdloguc. Machaonit^m^ to be the perfon of 
the grcateft charafter upon many accounts: befides, ic 
IS to him that Homer attributes the cure of Philo^ttes, 
w!io was lame by having let an arro'A , dipt in the gall of 
the Hydra of lerna^ii\\\ upon his foot; a plain mark 
that Machaon wa;* an abler phyfician than Chiron the 
centaw, who could not cure nimfelf of fuch a wound. 
Podaluius had a fon named Hjpolochus ^ fiom whom 
the famous Hippocrates was dcfcended. 

V. (j^'j. But the di/irefs this inflant claims relipf.'\ 
Eu/fathius remark*?, that Homer draws a great advan- 
tage for the condudl of his poem from this incident of 
the ftay of Patroc/us\ for while he is employed in the 
frieiidly lafk of taking care of Eurypylus^ he becomes 
an eye-witnefs of the attack upon the enirenchmcnts, 
and finds the neceffity of urnig his utmoft efforts to- 
move Achilles^ 

THE 
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Nor long the trench or lofty waSt oppofe ; "5 

With Gods arerfe th* ill-fated works arofe ; 
^Thejr pow'rs aegleded, aod no tidim (Iain, 
The walls were rals'd, the trenches fonk in vmin. 
Without the Gods, how fhort a period ftands 
The proudeft monument of mortal hands ! 10 

This iiood, while He3or and AcbiUes rag'd, 
WhUe facred Troj the warring hofts engag'd; 
But when her Tons were flaln, her city bum'd. 
And what funriv^dof Gruce to Greece retum*d^ 
Then Nefhme and Afollo (hook the fliore, r^ 

Then /Jii** fummiu pour'd their wat*ry ftore i 

Riefis, 

c^ntribures to the honour of Achilles^ which was to be 
f\L' ^y fattst^el before he could relent. 

V. g U^'it/vrnt t/u Gods kenu Jhart a period^ &c J Hb^ 
me/ h<re reaches a trurh conformable to Cicred fcripturfty 
jTivialnnoil in the lery v^ords of the ^tfZm^f, Vnie/siAe 
Ljr ihuiU the hmife^ th^ lahwr in vain that build it. 

V.i^. 7it« Ntptune tf«/'y Apnllo, 6ff.J This whole 
KpiCode of the dedruf^ton of ihe wall is fpoken as a kind 
or prt^phecy, where H-^rmr^ in a poetical enthufiafm^ re- 
lates Mhjt^v^u to happ-nin future ages. Ic has been 
vorj-Cturtrd frj-r\ heiu'c that our author flourifhed not 
•ei"!< at'frr :*^e Trojan war ; for bad he lived at a greater 
d tt tiic?. ihcrre had been no occafion to have recourfe 
to C.:«:h extiaocd'nary means to deiiroy a wall, which 
^.*u!.i ^:*e bee!\ !o»t and worn away by time alone» 
**f»'A," (f y* .-li.htie) forcfaw the qucftion might be 
.i!krds ho«v ^: cajx'.e to pafs that no ruins remained of fo 
IF re.it a i^ork ? and therefore contrived to gfve his 
nc^lcn th< ncjrcft ref;rablance to truth. Inundations 
)iit4 eartiH^uakes are iut£cienc to abolilh the ftrongeft 
\\0( k» of nuiP. fo a? rot to leave the leail remains «here 
thvT ils»J. Bat we are told this in a manner wonder* 
lu'iv noble and poetical: we fee Apoi/o turning the 
couite of the ri*ers againti the wall, JtOiiter opening 
th? cutaraCbof heaven, and Septtme rcuding the fbim- 
i!a:ion4 viith \\\i trident: tha: is, the fun exhales the 
vapours, whis^h dcfvend in ruiu irom the air or jElher \ 

this 
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Rbcfus and RhoSus then unite their nllty 

CarefUs roaring down the ftony hills, 

Mfepus^ GranicuSf with mingled force, 

And Xanihus foaming from his fruitful foarce ; 20 

this rain caufes an inundatit^n, and that inundatron 
overturns the waJl. Thus the poetry of Homer, like 
magic, firfijraifes a (lupendous objed, and then .immie-> 
diately caufes it to vamfllt. 

Whajt farther Oren^thens the o{Hmon,thiit Homer ytaa 
jjarticularly careful to avoid the objed^ion vvhich thole 
of his own age might raifeagainfl the probabiliryofthis 
fidlion^ 19, that fhe verfes Khichcontan this account of 
the deftru^on of the wall feem to be added after the 
firft writing of the Iliad, by i/(wifr hi nof elf. 1 believe 
the^ reader will incline to my opinion^ if he confiders the 
manner in which they aie introduced, both hfcre and 
IB the feventh book; viherefirft this wall is mentioned. 
There, defcribing how it was made, he ends with 
this line. * 

^'Of o( /bbfyjrer^Qrro xApuxofisiwvTti; 'A%^o1, 

After which is Inferted the debate of. the Gods concern* 
ing the method of it< detlru<6^ion, at the concluilon 
whereof immediately follows a verle that feems ezadly 
to conned with the former. 

In like manner^ in thi^ prefent brook, after tha fourth 
vcrfe, 

T«^p€ trt-crxw^f Adry«wv km rtT^of ^tf^tu 

That which is now the thirty- fixth, feems originally to 
have^ followed, 

Tir;^oc li^f4,nroffjiaiid)Q^t ^t ^Hf»T» vvfyvu. 

And all the lines between (which break the courft of 
the narration, ^and are introduced in a manner not 
ufuUl in Homer) ^tem to have been added for the rea- 
fon abovefaid. I do not infifl much upon this obferva* 
tion, but I doubt not feveral will agree to it upon a re- 
view of the pafiages. 

And 
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And gulphy Simoii, rolling to tbe main 
Helmets and (hields, and god-like heroes flaia : 
Thcfe, turn'd by Phttbus from their wonted ways^ 
DclugM the rampire nine continual days ; 
The weiglit of waters faps the yielding wall, 2^ 

And to the fca the floating bulwarks fall. 
Inccflant cataraAs the thund'rer pours. 
And halfthe fkics defcend in fluicy (howVs. - 

The God of Ocean, marching Hern before. 
With his huge trident wounds the tr^mbh'ng fhore, 30 
Vaft ftoncs and piles from their foundation' heaves, 
And whelms the fmoaky ruin in the waves. 
Now fmooth'd with fand, and levcllM by the flood,. 
No fragment tells, where once the wonder flood ;.| 
la their old bounds the rivers roll again, 35, 

Shine* twixt the hills, or wander o'er the plain. 

But this the Gods in later times perform; 
As yet the bulwark ftood, and bravM the ftorm ; 
The ftrokes yet echo'd of contending pow'rs ; 
War thuadcr'd at the gates, and blood diftain'd the 
tow'rs. 40 

Smote by the arm of Jovfy with dire difmay, 
Clofe by their hollow (hips the Greciuns lay ; 

V. 14. iV/n.' cr>Kt':*:ual ^iays.'\ Some of the ancients 
thoMjiht it ir*re-»l blf in.t a wall which was built in one 
day bv the Cr-r\/?y (h niKl refnt the joint tffo;ts of three 
l)t*itif!i nine dr.ys : to folve »his difficulty, Ciefis the 
^Ut.'I./:un \\'.\s of opinion, that it fhould be writ, " ^/^ap, 
c'/c* v,'.;/. !^nt there is no occjlion to have recourfc to lo 
forvfd a folurion ; it beirg lutficient to obferve, that no- 
thing but fiich iui extr..ordin.>ry po.\er could have fo 
enrirelv ruii cd the vvall. that not ihe leaf! remains of 
it ftioMld u|)p?ur i but fuvh a oi^e. a^ we have before 
laid, H^nici Hood in need of. Eujiathius, 
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HeSor^s approach in ev*ry wind they hear, 

And IfeSor's fury ev'ry moment fear. 

He, like a whirlwind, tofs'd the fcatt'ring throng, 4J 

Mingled the troops, and drove the Held along. \ 

So 'midfl the dogs and hunters daring banc*i, • 

Fierce of his might, a boar or lion ftands ; 

ArmM foes around a dreadful circle form. 

And hiffing jav'Kns rain an iron ftorm: 5a 

His pov^'rs untam'd their bold aflault defy. 

And where he turns, the rout difperfe, or die : 

He foaros^ he glares, he bounds againfl them all, 

And if he falls, his courage makes him fall. 

With equal rage encompafs'd HeSor glows j 55^ 

Exhorts his armies, and the trenches (hows. 

The panting fleeds impatient fury breathe. 

But fnort and tremble at the gulph beneath j 

Juft on the brink, they neigh and paw the ground,.^ 

And the turf trembles, and the fkiesrcfound. 6a 

Eager they viewed the profpcdl dark and deep. 

Vail was the leap, and headlong bung the fteep ; 

The bottom bare, (a formidable (how!) 

And briftled thick with (harpenM (lakes below, 

The foot alone this (Irong defence could force, 65 

And try the pafs impervious to the horfe. 

This faw Polydamas : who, wifely brave, 

Redrain'd great He8ory and this council gave. 

Oh thou ! bold leader of our Trojan bands. 
And you, confederate chiefs from foreign lands ! 70 
What entrance here cati cumb'rous chariots find. 
The ftakes beneath, the Grecian walls behind ? 
No pafs thro* thofe, without a thoufand wounds, , 
No fpace for combat in yon^iiarrow bounds. 

Proud 
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Pkxiad of (he favonrt mighty Jove has fliown, 75 

On certain dangers we too rafhly run : 

If 'tis his will our haughty foes to tame, 

O may this iaftant end the Grecian name ! 

Here, far from jirgos^ let their heroes fall^ 

And one great day deftroy, and hury all ! 80 

But (hould they turn, and here opprefs our train^' " 

What hopesy what methods of retreat remain ? 

WedgM in the.trench, hy our own troops confuaM, 

la one promifcuoi/s carnage cruftiM and bruis'dy 

All Troy, mud perKh, if their arms prevail^ . 8 J" 

Nor (hall a Trojan live to tell the tale. 

Hear then, ye warriors ! and obey with (peed ; 

Back from the trenches let your fteeds be led ; 

Then all alightingy wedg'd in firm array. 

Proceed on foot, and He8or lead the way* ^ 

So Greepe (hall (loop before our conqu'ring^powV^ 

And this {^xijove confent) her fatal hour. 

This counfel pleas'd, the God-like HcQor fpmng 
Swift from his feat ; his clanging armour rung. \ 
The chiePs example followed by his train, 9^ 

Each quits his car, and iflues on the plain. 
By orders '(lri£i the charioteers enjoin'd. 
Compel the courfers to their ranks behind. 
The forces part in five di(tingui(h'd bands, . 
And all obey their fev^ral chiefs commands, 100 

The 

V. 99. The forces part in five diflinguijh*d bands ij 
The Trojan army is divided into five parts, perhaps 
becaufe there were five gates in the wall, fo that an at- . 
tack might be made upon every gate at the fame lif- 
rtant : By this means the Greeks would be obliged to 
difunite, and form themfelveg info a'f many bodies, t« 
guard five places at the fanie time. 

Tbe 
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The beft and hmveft in the firft confpire, 

Pant, for the fight, and threat the fleet with fire : 

Great Hedor^ glorious in the van of thefe^. 

PoiyJimaSf and brave Cehriones, 

Before the next the graceful Pjw (hlnes, 105 

And bold Mathous, and ^^enor joins* 

The. {bnsofPrf^iin withthe third.appear,. 

Detpbohus^ and Hehnus the feer ;. 

In arms with thefe the mighty jlfius^ood^ 

Who drew from Hyrtacushiz noble blood, ilO 

And whom Anjbg^s yellow courfers bore^ 

The courfers fed on ^//e's- winding (bore. 

^if/mor'sfons.thc fourth battalion guide,.. 

And great JEnfai^ born on.fount-full /%» 

Divine Sarpedou^ the laft band obey'd,, M^ 

"Whcm Glaucus and jf^eropaus aid ; 

Next him the braved at their army's head». , 

But he more brave thaivalt the hoftb (^ led; 

Now with compared fhields, in clofe array. 
The moving legions fpeed their headlong way : i zp 
Already in their hopes they fire the fietti 
And fee the Greciant gafping at their feet* 

While ev'ry Trtyan thus, apd ev*ry aid, 
Th' advice of wife Palydanas ohey'd ; 
j^us alone, confiding in his car, 1%^ 

His vaunted courfers urg'd to meet the war. 

Unhappy 

. The Poet here breaks the thread of his narration, and 
fiops tu give us the names of the leaders of every bat- 
talion : By this condudhe prepares us for an aflion en* 
tirely new, and different nom any other in the poem. 

Etd/tatkias*. 



37* HOMZR's ILIAD. B. XII* 

Un'iappy hero f ani ai^i»'d ir> raia! 
Tbufc wher:!s rcturc'r.^ ne\r fbJi mark the plain 5 
Nu more rh'yfc courfcrj Wiih tiiompbant joy 
Rcllo.- i:;tir wzAcr lo the gatts cf Trcj ! 13* 

Diack ill .It! I a'.teiidsbehir.tl the Grr^ri^n wal]. 
And ^\XAl IJ'jnicKcus Ihdll Sx)afl thy fail ! 
Fierce C'7 :!»c left he diivcs, where from the plain 
'W: i^yinj;; GrecinttJ ftiove their (bip^ to gaio ; 
Swift thru* the wall their horfe and chariots paft, 13 j 
The ijiites half opcnM to rcctlvc thetaft. 
Thillier, exulting in his furce he flies, 
Htb foHownnj hu ft with clamours rend the ikics : 
'1\» j»hnjge the Creciam headlong in the main, 
Such iheir proud h jpe>t» but all theii: hope« were vainf 
To guard the gaic«» two mighty chicfi attend, 14s 
Who tVuiu the LapUhi warlike race dcfcevd ; 
Thi* PJyfmteii great Pirithui* hcir^ 
And tliut LeiftttiiS, like the God of war. 

V. T !5. AHu^ aiit\ cn^ffri'i^': h his f<t'-.] It appc.ir* 
f.o n l-.c;"!..* iImt the t';.ei c.:p'i:u3 v>hQ ^jomra-tnitd 
9X<\\ i.ital'^"- v\-r- T'.'^C !uboiin.ite one to fhe other, 
I' ir v^ 'I n iMvitvi f pirK^lv, e:i':!\ bfi^g iTip.T.vered to 
c ^M- i' . oAtT t o ^p ii' h-' tl'.ou^h: fi' • For otherwife 
.'' '.' 1m. I r'or Li^v-v. p.-rm-t-J :o kee]) hU c'^ar:ot whfu 
t'u* •' t wrr'-oi toot. <.'>:«je m.n* obr^rve from hence, 
iMr /r* >»• aIo ;» T'o* .it'.ivV.iCv.* tlitr fiiie regular dif.ipline 
in \^.<.- CO- thv- l>.irb.«rous n.;t:ov.?, which he had given 
to Iv> C^ .\ ;*;•»•; .uiJ he makes loQiC ufe too ofthisde- 
t*C>. 'ocilt 'he more variety o\er this pr.rtofthc de- 
fvtr-f.u. P.: .••-. 

\. i:r. C *f': •*'• ■ -r -1 ' ^*c.j H^-'tcr cbferves a poe- 
t\\i! M.'.'ve in rilaclvMi to .■{.■/...»; he panifhes his fo'ly 
«»' I ♦v.ipircv \\i:h c:e*arh^ a'^d !>e'.v3 t!;e danj^er of de^ 
Vp liMj; vi!f cou'lcfl A'vi l)Iaf uirming the Gods. In 
y\ f lif.v ol :!;is propIiec\. .^-Li is killed in the thir- 
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' As two tall oaks, before the wall they rife ; 145 

Their roots in earth, their heads amidft the fkies, 
Whofe fpreading arms, with leafy honours crown*d^ 
Forbid the tempeft, and protedl the ground ; 
Hi-g;h on the hills appear their {lately form, 
And their deep roots for ever brave the ftorm. 15a 
So graceful thefe, and fo the (hock they (land • 
Of raging y^tf/, and his furious band. 
OrefieSi Acamas in front appear. 
And Oenomaus and Thoon clofc the rear | 
In vain their clamours (hake the ambient fields, 155 
Tn vain around them beat their hollow (hields j 
The fearlefs brothers on the Grecians call. 
To guard their navie8> ^ and defend their wall. 
Ev'n when ihey faw Tnft fable troopi impend, 
And Gvme tumuhuoui from her tow^fe d^fcend, \6o 
Forth from the portali rufh'd th' intrepid pair, 
Oppos'd their breafts, and (lood themfelvea the war. 
80 two wild boari fpring furioui from their den, 
Kouz*d with the cries of dogs, and voice of men ; 
On cv'ry fide the crackling trees they tear, 165 

And root the (hrubs,^and lay the forcft bare j 
They gna(h their 'tuflcs, with fire theit- eye-balls roll. 
Till fomp wide wound lets out" their mighty foul, 

V. 143. 7/4/V Polypoetes — .-^w./ //^aV, Leonteus, 8:c.] 
Thefe heroes are the originals cf Pandarus and Bii'ias 
jn Vv gil. We fee two gallant officers exhorting their 
fcldiers to a6l bravely •, but being deferred^ by ihem, 
they execute their own command?, and maintain the 
nafs againft the united force of the battalions of AJius: 
Nor does the Poet tranfgrefs the bounds of probability 
in the ftory : The Greeks from above beat off fome of 
the Trojans with fiones, and the gate- way being nar- 
10 w^ it was eaf> to be defended. Eufiafhius, 

Around 
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Around their htji6> the whiftliiig j- v' •: f 'u -^ ; 
With foiindin>r ilrokes ihcir biazen tarjrtts rung : 1 70 
Fierce was the fight, w}»ile yet ihr Grecian pow*ni 
Mtintain d the walls and mannM he lofty tow'rs : 
To fave their fleet, the laft efforts they try, 
And floncsdnd darts mi mingle J tcniptrts fly. 

As when (harp Boreas blows abioad, and brings t75 
The dreary winter on his frozen wings; 
Beneath the low-hung clouds the fheets of fnow 
Defcend and whiten all the fields below : ^ 
So fa ft the darts on either army pour. 
So down the rampires rolls the rocky fliow'r ; i3«> 
Heavy, and thick, refoundthe batterM (hields. 
And the deaf echo rattles round the fields. 

With fhame repulsed, with grief and fury driv*n. 
The frantic j4ftui thus accufes heav'n : 
In pow'rs immortal who (hall now believe? 1 85 

Can thofe too flatter, and can Jove deceive ? 
What man can doubt, but Troyh vidorions powV. 
Should humble Greece, and this her fatal hour ? 
But look how wafps from hollow crannies drive. 
To guard the entrance of their common hive, 196 
Dark'ning the rock, while with unwcary'd wings 
They flrike th' aflailants and infix their ftiogs ; 
A race determined, that to death contend: 
So fierce, thefe Greeks their laft retreat defend. 

v. 185. ITiefpecchofMvtSi.} This fpeech.of 4/fojig 
very extravagant t He exclaims againfl Jupiter for a 
breach of promife,not becaufe he had broken bis word, 
but becaufe he had not fulfilled his own vain imagina- 
tions. This cpndu^, though very blameable in ^Jfu%t 
k very natural to psrfons under a difappointmenr, who 
■re ever ready to blame heaven^ and turn their mif* 
fortunes into a crime. Eiiflaihius. 

Gods* 
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"pods! fliall two'^warriors only guard their gfltes^ 195 
Repel an army, and defraud the fates ? - 

Thefc empty accents mingled with the wind, ' 
Nor mov*d great Jove^s unalterable mind ; 
To god- 1 i ke /I'irflr^^r and Jiiilmatchlcfs might 
Was owM.the glory of the deftin'd fight. 2«o 

Like deeds of arms thro' all the forts were try 'd^ 
And all the gates fuilain'd ah equal tide ; 
Thro* the long walla the ftony (how'rs were heard. 
The blaze of flames, the flafh of arms appeared. 
The fpirit of a God my breaft infpirei ' 205 

To raife each a6l to Iife» and fing with fire ! 
While Greece unconquer'd kept alive the war, 
Sectire of death, confiding in defpoirj 
And all her guardian Gods, m deep difmay, 
With unaSi.iling arms deplor'd the day. 210 

\£v'n y^t the d&unttefs Zr^//i6iff maintain 
The dreadful pafs^ and round them heap the (lain. 
Fira Damafus^ by Potypatus* ftcel, 
PiercM thro' bis helmet's brasen vizor, fell ; 
XliG weapon drank the mingled brains and gore ; 215 
The warriqr £ink«, tremendous now no more ! 
Next Ormenm and Pylon yitld their breath : 
Nor Icfs Leontetu ftrows the field with death ; 
Fir ft thro' the belt Htppomachus he gor'd, 
Then fuddcn wav'd his unrefillpd fword ; 220 

Aniiphaies^ as thro' the ranks he broke!. 
The fdukWon ftrook, and fate purfu'd the ftroke:; 
rdmenus^ Orejiesy Menon^ bl<;d -; . 

And round him;rorea monument of dead. 

Mean-time the bravcft of the Trojan crew 22 c 
Bold IJetlor and Polydamas purfue 5 
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Fierce witk impatience on the works to faO» - 
And wrap in rolling flames the fleet and wall. 
Thcfe on the farther bank now flood and gaz'd. 
By heav'n alarm'd, by prodigie* amaz'd : 23« 

A fignal omen flopp'd the paffing hoft, 
Their martial fury in their wonder Icfl. 
Joveh bird on founding pinions beat the ikies; 
A bleeding ferpeut, of enormous fize, 
His talons trufs'd ; alive, and curling round, 235 
He flung the bird, whofe throat receivM the wound : 
Mad with the fmart, he drops the fetal prey, 
Iif airy circles wings his painful way, 
Floats on the winds, and rends the heav'ns with cries: 
Amidtt the hoft the fallen ferpent lies : 2^40 

They, pale with terror, mark its fpires unrolPd, 
And Jov€h portcnt'with beating hearts behold. 

V. 253 Jove*s bird on foundirg pinions^ &c.] Virgjlh3L% 
imitated this palTai^e in theele\enih ALncid^ v. ^51. 

Vtquc 'volans ali\ rap turn cum fulva draccncm 

yci t a^iiila, ifi.p/icuilque pedes ^ at que unguibus h4e/it\ 

S MIC hi c at fef pi ns /jnuoj'a njohwuna 'verjai , 

Art iri'ij^iue hnrrct Jquajnwis^ (^ Jibilat ore 

Arduus irfurgir.s \ iUa haud mirats urgcf obunco 

1 udlantcju rojho •, JirViul at her a 'verter at a/is. 

Which Maoolius compares with this of //bw^r, and 
gives the preferemc to the original, on account of VirgiC^ 
having nei^leCfted to fpccify the Omen, His prceicrrr.ijjis 
{oiiod J?n:jh a ucnicns 'vincentiitm prohibcbat acceffum^ 
Is accipto aj':rpcrde morju pradamdolore deJ€Cit\ fac-* 
to^ut ^ f ipudio Juli/h/nOy cum clamore dolorem tejtanie, 
prtstci'volai) qute animam paraboftje dahant, 'uelut ex- 
anime in latinis 'vcrj%iLS (otpus lemanjit. Saf. 1. 5. 
c. 14. But methinks this criticifru might have been 
fpared, had he conlidered that Virgil had no defign, or 
occafion to make an Omen of it ; but took it only as a 
natural image, to piint the poflure of two warriors 
Itruggling uiih each other. 

Then 
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Then firft Polydama^ the filence broke, 
Long weigh'd the fignal, and to IledorSpokc* 

How oft, my brother, thy reproach I bear, 24^ 
For words well meant, and fentiments finderc ? 
True to thofe counfels which 1 judge the beft, 
• I tell the faithful didates of my bread. ^ . 

To fpeak his thought is ev*ry freeman's right. 
In peace and war, in council and in fight ; 250 

And all I move, deferring to thy fway, 
But tends to raife that pow'r which I obcyl 
Then hear my words, nor may my words be vain ; 
Seek not, this day, the Grecian fhips to-gain ; 
*For fure to warn us ^ove his omen fent^ 255 

And thus my mind explains its clear event. 
The vidlor eagle whofe finifter iSight 
Retards our hoft, and fills our hearts with fright, 
Difmifs'd his conqueft in the middle flcies, 
AUow'd to feize, but not pofTcfs the prize ; 260 
Thus tho' we gird with fires the Grecian fleet, 
Tho' thefc proud bulwarks tumble at our feet, 

V. 245. The Jpmh of Polydamas ] The addrefs of 
Poljdanias xo H(6lor\x\ x\\n fpeech is admirable: He 
Icnew that the daring fpirit of ihat hero would not fuffer 
him to Hl^en to any mention of a retreat : He had aU 
ready, formed the walls in imagination, and cor.fc- 
quently the advice of Polydamas was fare to meet with ^ 
a bad reception. He therefore foftens every exprcflion, 
and endeavours to flatter //^<ff or into an aifent; and 
though he is alTured he gives a true interpretation of 
the prodigy, hefeemsto be diffiJent } but that his per* 
fonated diltrufl may not prejmi ce the interpretation, he 
concludes with a plain declaration of his opinion, and 
tells him that what he delivers is not conjecture, but 
fcience, and appeals for the truth of it to the augurs of 
the army. Eu/iaihius^ 

ToiU 
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Toils unforefeeiiy and fiercer, are decreed ; 
More woes (hall fullow, and more heroet bleed. 
Sa*bodes my foul| and bids me thus adnfe ; 265 

For thus a ikilful'feer would read the (kiea. 

To him tlien Beffpr with difdain retnrD'd ; 
(Fierce as he fpoke, his ^yes with fury born'd) 
Are thefe the faithful counfcis of thy tongue i 
Thy will is pai(ia1| not thy reafon wroog>{ 27* 

Or if the purpofe of thy heart thou vcDt, 
Sure heav'n refumes the little fenfe h lent* 
What coward couofels would thy madoefs movr, 
Againd the word, the will reveal'd of Jvoef 
The leading Tign, th' irtevocal>le nod, ^yr 

And happy thunders of thefav'ring God, 
Thefe (hall 1 (light \ and guide my wav'riog mind 
By wand'ring birds, that flit with ev'ry wiod ? 
Yc vagrants of the flcy ! your wings extend. 
Or where the funs arifc, or where defcend ; 280 

V. 46% Th?fp?ech of Uc^or.] Thisfpeech of HeaofU 
is full of 'pii it; HU valour is greater ihan thefkillof 
Pplydan.a^t and he is not to be argued into a retreat. 
There i^ fomerhing very heroic in that line, 

— * H 8 f Aord the brave man draw^t, 
* And a(ks 110 omen but his countl'y's caafe/ 

And if^ny thing cf-n add to the beau tjj of it, ir Js ia 
being Co well adapted lo the cliaradkr of him who fpealis 
it, vrho is every where Gcfcribed as a great lover of bit 
country 

It may feem it the firO view that Hcfiorw^^t, Pdlytla^ 
mas vviih taoTiiuch feverity in he conclufioii of hi? fpeecht 
But he w-iil be fnfllcienily jun.tifd, tf \Aecon(uler that die 
interpretation of ihe oruen» given Dy Polydamas^ might 
have difcoura^^fd t!.earm\ ; ;in.l th.? makes it neceAary 
for him to decry the \ re dJ6Hon, nnd tnfinuate that the 
Advice proceedcrd not fiom his ikUl, but his €Ov\ardice. 
EuJialldkS, 

. To 
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To right, to left, unheeded take your way, 
While I* the diftatcs of high heav'n obey. 
Without a figti, his fword the brave man draws,' 
And aiks no omen but his country's caufe. 
But why fhould'ft thou fufpe£t the war's fucccfs? 285 ^ 
Notf( fears it more, as iiQDe promotes it lefs: 
Tho* all Dur chiefs amid yon* (hips expire, 
xpL^ruft thy own cowardice to Tcape their fire. 
7Vo)iLand her fons may find a general grave, 
. But thou can'^ftHve, for thou can'ft be a flave. 290 
Yet ihonld the'' fears that wary tanind fuggefls 
Spread their cold poifon thro' our foldiers breafts, 
lAy jav'lin can revenge fo bafe a part, 
And free the foul that quivers in thy heart. 

: Furious he fppke, and rufhing to the wall,' 295 
Calls -on his hoft ; hi> hofl obey the call ; 
With ardour follow where their leader flies : 
4ledoubling clamours thunder in the fliies. 
^01?* breathes a whirlwind from the hills of /d5f. 
And drifts of duft the clouded navy hide : 300 

He ■ 

V. 2S1. 9d rrghf^ fo if/, tinheedrd fah ymr TV/r^.] 
yivftathius has found out four meaiirn«j:i; in thcf<rtv>o 
l'nes,and tells us that ^he v^ord-^ fa^) fi{i,nlfv Kail, Wfft, 
"North, and South. This is w ruin the Yrue fprit of a ' 
Critic, who can find out ^niyftery in the^.laineft words, 
and is ever lea m ell y oL,f cure ; For my p:*r^'I cannot 
imagine how any thing can "be iDore cleaily expreHi-d j ♦ 
1 care not, fays hcSlO{\ whether the eagle* fiew on the 
right towaids the fun-rifmg, v\hix:h waP p-.p^itious, cr on 
the left towards his fetting, which was unlucky. 
';^ V. «99. ]<ivt breathes a *whirl'ijjind.1 It is worth our - 
notice to o')ferve how the lead circumllvncc grow? in 
the h;»nd of a j^reat Poet.- In 'this battle it is to be 
luppofed that the %ojans had jiot the advantage of the 
wind of the Grcciam^ fo.that a cloud of dull was bio a a 
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He fills the Gr^eh with terror and difmayf 
And givet great lieQor the predeftinM day. 
Strong in themfelvesy but ftronger in hit aid, 
Clofe to the works their rigid fiege they laid* 
In vain the mounds and mafly beams defeady 305 
While tbefe they undermine, and thofe they read ; 
Upheavt the piles that prop the folid widl | ' 
And heapt on heaps the fmoaky ruins falL 
Greece on her ramparts (lands the fierce alarms ; 
The crouded bulwarks blaze with waving atmtf ^1% 
Shield touching (hield, a long refulgent row ; 
Whence biffing darts, inceflantf rain below. 
The bold jljacei fiy fil^m tow*r to tow'r. 
And rouze, with flame divine, the Grecian powV. 
The generous impulfe ev*ry Greek obeys ; ji^ 

Threats urge the fearful^ and the vstjliant, praife. 

Fellows in arms ! whofe deeds are known to Fame, 
And you whofe ardour hopes an equal name I 
Since not alike endu'd with force or art, 
Behold a day when each may adl bis part ! 320 

A day to fire the brave, and warm the cold. 
To gain new glories, 01 augment the old. 
Urge thofe who fland, and thofe who faint excite; 
Drown HeSor*s vaunts in loud exhorts of fight ; 
Conqueft, not fafety, fill the thoughts of all ; 32 c 
Seek not your fleet, but fally from the wall ; 
So Jove once more may drive their routed train^ 
And Troy lie trembling in her walls again. 

upon their army: This gave room for this fit^ion of 
Horner^ which fuppofeg that Jo^e^ or the air, raifed the 
dull, and drove it iu the face of the' Grecians, Evf* 

tathiui. 

Their 
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Their ardour kihdles. all. the Grecian powers ; 
And now the ftoncs defcend In heaficr fhow'rs, 330 
As when high J^ove hi^ (harp artillery forms, , 
And opes his cloudy magazine of ilorms; 
In winter's bleak, uncomfortable reign, 
A fqowy inundation hides the plain ; 
He dills the winds, and bids the fkies to fleep; 335 
Then pours the filent tempeft, thick, and deep : 
And firfl' the mountain- tops arc co? cr'd o'er. 
Then the green fields, and then the fandy fhore ; 
STent with the weight the nodding woods are feeii. 
And one bright waftc hides all the worki of men: 340 
The circling feas alone abforbing all, 
Drink the dtlTolving fleeces, as they fall* 
So from each fide tncreasM the ilopy ratify 
And the wkite i)iin rlfes o'er the plain* 

Thus god*likc HeSor and his troops contend 345 
To force the ramparts, and the gates to rend ; 
Nor Troy could conquer, nor the Greeks would yield. 
Till great Sarpeden t6w'r'd amid the field ; 
For mighty ^ttve infpir'd with martial flame 
His matchlels Con, and urgM him on to fame* 550 
I9 arms he fliines, confpicuous from afar, ' 
And bears aloft his ample fliieldin air; 
.Within whofe orb the thick bujl-hides were. ;roll'd, 
Pond'rous with brafs,, and bound with dujftile gold : 

V>. 348. Till great Sarpedon, &c.] The Poet here 
uftiers in Zarpedon with abundsuKC of pomp : He forces 
him upon the obief vation of the reader t>y the greatneft 
of the defcription, and raifes our expe^tions of him^ 
Vptendiog to make him perforin many remarlcabiC ac- 
tions in the fequel of the poem, and become worthy to 
fall by the band of Patroclus. Euftathiuu 

R 2i And 
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And while two pointed jav'IiDS ann bit haads^ 355 
XIajeftic moves along, and leads hit Ljclam bands. 

So prefs'd with hunger^ from the mountaln't brow» 
Dcfcends a lion on the flocks below ; 
So ftalks the lordly favage o'er the plain. 
In fullcn majcft^Ty and (lern difdain : 360 

Jo vain loud mailives bay him from afar. 
And (hcpheids gaul him with an iroa war ; 
RrgardlefFy furious, he purfues his way ; 
He foams, he roars, he rends the panting prey. 

Rcfolv'd alike, divine SarpeJon glows 365 

With gen'rous rage that diives him on the foes*. 
He views the tow'rs, and meditates their fall. 
To fure deilrudion dooms th' afpiring wall : 
Then calling on his friend ao ardent look, 
FirM vith the ihirft of glory, thus he fpoke: 370 
Why boaj we, Glaucus ! our extended' icign, 
\Vlierc Xar.thus* llrcains c.irich the Lyclan plain. 

Our 

V. 557. B.n pr<:f\d nxuth hupger^ from the tnountatn's 
hf^^Vj D/'cnt/.^ a Jhn.] 'this coiuparifon very much 
T^femblcs th. tof he pnphet ITaiah^ Ch. 31. v. 4. where 
God himf«lf is compared to a lion . Like as the lion, anl 
the youpg Hon roaring on his prey, 'when a multitude of 
J he J. her di /'f caUcrlfot th again/l him, he 'will not be aft at I 
nf th:ir foic^^y nor abaje fumjtlffor the n^ife of them : So 
J hull the Lord of h'jfls cr^ne dwwn that he mayfi^ht upon 
Thcicnt S*6n. Da cier. 

: V. 37 1 . '^hefpeech of Sirpedon to Glflurus."! In for- 
mer Times Kii)gs were looked upon as the. generals of 
armies, who, to return. th« "hopoar^ that were dor.e. 
them, were obliged to expo fe th-mfelvtrs 6rfl in rhe bar- 
tic, and be an example to their foldiers. Upon this 
Saipedon %xo\xxi^'i his difcomfe, which is fuUof genero- 
lii^ and noblenef^. We a'e, pys he, honoured like 
Guds; and what can be more unj-ift, than not to behave 
ouiftlves Like men? he ought to be iuperior iu virtue, 

vsho 
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Oar num'rous hcrdd that range the fruitful fields 
And hills where. vines their purple harvcfl. yiekl» 
Our foaming bowls with purer* ncAar ^rown'd, 3,7^ 
Our feafls enhanced with, muiic's fprightly ibmui ? 
Why on thofe fhores are we with jiay furvey'd, 
Admir'd as heroes, and as Gods obey'd ? 
Unicfs great a^s fuperior merit prove. 
And vindicate the bounteous powers above. 380 
'l*is ours the dignity they give to g^ace ;. 
The firft in valour, as the firft in place* 
That when with wond'ring eyes our martial band* 
Behold our deeds tranfceading our commands. 
Such, they may cry, deferve the fovVeign ftate, j^y 
Whom thofe that envy, dare not imitate i 
Could all our care elude the gloomy |^ve. 
Which claimsno lels the fearful thaa«the brave^ 

For; 

who is fuperio* in dignity. A^at ftrength is there, and 
what grearnei's inthat thought ? it Includes jufike, gra«r 
titude, and noagnaniraity 5 juftice, in that he fcoms to 
enjoy what he docs not merit ; gratitude, becaufe ho 
%voiild endeavour 19 recpn^rpeiJe bis^ obl^^tions to- bis- 
fubjedls; and mag^nanimity. in that he defpife^ death, 
and thinks of nothing but glory. Eufiafhius, Dacf^r* 
V. 387 . Cou^ all our r«r^, &c. ] There is not a iii«rc 
forcible argument than this,, ta noftlie- msn contemn 
dangers, and feck glory by brave adiions Immortality, 
with eternal yowth, is certumly preicra^le to g-lofy pur- 
chafed wirh the lo^^ oMife ; bat gluty is certainly bet* 
rer than an ignominious life ; which, at Ia(l, thpugnpex* 
h-ips late, mud end- ^ It is ordained tliat all men fhall- 
die, n jr can our efcaping dagger fecvre us immortality \ 
it can only give us a lonj|er continuance in difgrace, and 
even that continuance will be but. ihprt. tboughthe in- 
f*rny everlailing. This is inconteftable, and whoever 
weighs his anions in thefe fcaJes, can never hefitate in. 
hiscWice: but what is moft worthy of remark, is, that 
Homer does not put this in the mouth of an ordinary 
p-rfon,but afciibcs it to the fon of JupiUw Eiiftaihius, 
DacHr^ 

R 3 I ought 
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For luft of fame I fltouU not vaioly dare 

Id fightia^ fieLh» nor urge tby fool to war. 390 

Bat fiace, alas ! ignoble age mofl come» 

DUjpafe, and death's inexorable doom } 

The life which others pay, let ns bcftow. 

And gire to lame what we to nature owe ; 

Brave the' we falf* and honoured if we live, 39? 

Or let us glory gain, or glory give ! 

He faud; his wojrds the Kft^ning chief infpire 
With equal warmth, and rouze the warrior's fire ;. 
The troops porfae their leaders with delight, • 
Ruth to the foe, and claim the^promisM fight. 400 
MeMtfihims from on htgh the ftorm beheld, 
Threat'niog the fort, and black'ning in the field ;. 
Around the walls he gazM, to view from far 
What aid appear 'd, travel t th' approaching war. 
And fiw where Teucer with th' Jjaces flood, 405 
Of frght lufatiate, prcdigal of blood. 
In vain he calls ; the dm of helms and fbiclds 
Rings to the fkies, and echoes thro* the fields ; 
The brazen hinges fly, the ^alls refound, 
Hea^'n trembles, roar the mountains, thunders all the 
ground. 410 

Then thus to Tboos — Hence with fpeed, (he faid) 
And urge the bold yf/acei to our aid; 
Their ftrcngth, united, befl may help to bear 
The bloody labours of the doubtful war : 
Hither the Lycian Princes bend their courfe, 415 
The bcft and bravcft of the hoililc force. 

I ought not to nrgle^ putt'rg the reader in min-), 
rVat this fpeech of Sartcdon is excellenrly rranfi.«t-*d \ j 
Sir Jokn Dcnham^ and if I have done ic with any fplrt, 
i: is partly owing to him. 

But 
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But if too fierctly there the fqes contend, 

Let Telamotty at Teaft, our tow'rs defend, 

And Teucer hallc with hiV iMjcrring bow, 

To Ihare the danger, and repel the foe. 42^ 

Swift as the word, the Herald fpeeds along . 
The lofty ramparts, through the martial throng ; 
And finds the heroes bath'd in fweat and gore^ 
Oppos'd in combat on the dufty (hore.^ 
Ye valiant leaders of our warlike banda ! 425 

Your aid (faid, Woo/) Feteus* fon demands, 
Your ftrength, united, bcft. may help to bev 
The bloody labours of the doubtful war :, 
Thither the Lydan Princes bend their courfe, 
The beft and braveft of the hoilile foroe. 430 

But if too fiercely, here, the foes contend^ 
At leaft, let Telamon thofc to w'rs defend,, 
And Teucer hallc with hi« unerring bow,. 
To (hare the danger, and repel the foe. 

Strait to the fort great jljax turn'd hrscar,. 435 
And thus bcfpoke his brothers of the war. 
Now valiant JLycormede I exert your might. 
And brave Oi7^«/,» prove your force in fight: 
To you I truft the fortune of the field. 
Till by this arm the foe (hall be repeli'd ; 440 

That done, expc£l me to compleat the day 

Then with his fev'n-fold (hicld, he ftrode away. 
With equal fteps bold Teucer prefa'd the (hore, 
Whofe fatal bow the ftrong Pandi<m bore. 

. High 

V. 444. Whofe fatal boiu the J^rong Pandior hore 1 Ft 
13 remarkable that Teucer^ vvho«is excellent for his (kill 
in archery, does not cirry his o^n bow, but has it borne 
after him by Pa^ndion: I thotight it not improper to tak« 
OQlicc of tnis, by reafon of its unafualnels. - It may be 

fuppofed 
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High on the walls appeared ihtlLycian pow'r8»445' 
Like fome black tempeft gathVing round the tow'nf 
The Gnehf opprefs'd their utmoil force unite. 
Prepared to labour in th' unequal fight ; 
The war renews, omxM fhouts and gpx>an8 arife ; 
Tumnkuons clamour mouDts, and thlckeDi in the 

(kies. 
Fierce jljax fird th' advancing hod invades^ 451 
And' fends the brave Epicles to the (hades ; 
SarpedofC^ friend ; acrofs the warrior's way,. 
Rent from the walls a rocky fragment lay ; 
In modern ages not the ftrongeft fwain 4jj 

Could heave th* unwieldy burthen from the plain. ^ 
He pois'd, and fwung it round ; then tofs'd on highl- 
it (lew with force, and laboured lip the /ky ; 
Full on the LyctatC^ helmet thund'nng down. 
The pondVous ruincrufh'd his battered crown. 46b 

fuppofed that Teucer hal changed h'.s arms 111 this fight, 
and complied with the exig»^nce of the battle, which was 
about the wall; he might judge that ^nme. other wea- 
pon might be more necciriry upon this ojcafimi, and 
therefore committed his bow to the care of Pan. lion. 
Euftathius, 

V.454. A rocky fragment, ^c] In this book Ajajc 
and /f'??<7raredefcrib?d throA'ing fionesof a prodigiouft^ 
fizc* But the Poft» who loves to give the preSerence ^ 
his countrymen, relates the a6lion much to the aUn^aiw 
tage of /^/flLr; /f/ajr, bv his natural 11 'cn^th, performs 
what //.'<ffor could rt'jt do without the alfiltanct ckjw 
piter. Eujtatli'ms, 

V. A55. In modern a^p.^.'\ The (i'ffirence which our 
author make- between the heroes of his poem, and the 
ra.cn of his age, is fo great, that fome h;<ve made ufc of 
it as an argument that tlo'ucr lived many age? nfccr 
th© war of Troy : but this argument dees not ferm ro 
bo of any weight; for fupp)fjng Homer to have writ 
two hundred Hiul fifty, or tv\o hunlred and fix-y years 
after the deitmSlion of T.-o,\ ti:i? fpace is long eiio'igh to 
make fuch a change as hr rpc.(.k. of; Peace, Luxaiy. 
or. Etfeminacy w^uli do It iu a much lefs time. I) ac'ier 

M 
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As ikilful divers from foine airy deep, 
Headlong defcend, and (tioot into the deep^ . 
So falls fytcles ; then in groans esLpires, 
And murm'ring to the (hades the foul retires. * . 
While to the rampart) daring G!au€uS drew, 465 
From Teucer's hand a winged arrow flew ; 
The bearded (haft the deftin'd paffage found, 
And on his naked arm infli^s a wound. 
The chief, who fear'd fotne foe's iufuliing boaft • 

Might, (lop the progrcfs of his warlike holt, 476 

. Conceal'd the wound, and, leaping from his height^ 
Retired, relud^ant, from th' unfinifti'd fighu 
Divine Sarpedon with regret beheld 
Difabled Glaucus (lowly quit the field ; 
His beating breaft with generous ardour glows, 475 
He fprings to fight, and flies upon the. foes. 
Alcmaon firft was doomed his force to feel ; 
Deep in hisbreall he pluii'gM the pointed ileel ; • 
Th^n, from the yawning waund with fury tore 
The fpear, purfu*d by gu(hing (Ireams of gore ; 480" 
Down finks the warrior with a thund'ring found. 
His brazen armour rings againil the grouod.r 

...Swift to the battlement the vid^or Jlies, 
Togs with full force, and every nerve applies %. 
It (hakes ; thepondVotis ftoncs disjointed yield ; 485 
The rolling ruins fmoak along the fi^Id. 

V. 4? 3. Sivlft to tkc haiiUmeni ike *vi5lor Jiie5.'\ From 
vih-'tSaipcrJon here pe forms, we mny j^ather that ih'S 
wall of the Greeks was not higher than a 'aU nnan ; from 
the great depth awd breath of it, as iris dticribed juft \^^ 
fore, one m»ght have concluded that it had been much 
higher: but it appears to be otherwife from thi» paf- 
fuge;.and confequently the thicknefs of the wall wasan«. 
fwcrable to the widencljsof the ditch, Euftathius. 

A raightj 
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A mi^!itT bnach afrpcan ; the walh Ge bare i 

Aac^ liltf a ^c^ige, rafbcs ia the war. 

Ai cnce booi Tmbt drawt tlir twaaging bow, 

Aati ^ffBt tesdi hisjaT'Kn at the foe | 496 

Fia c '-3 !i4» Scit the leathered trc&poa flood, 

Aad :hru !l:i btzckler drove t!>e trembling wood ; 

Bilk J^c W3» pceitfai In tae iire debate, 

Ta :hi<k2 ItU c&pnrg-* 2zd avert bit fate. 

T!hr Ptiiace g«»e back, sot iiiedit«tiog fligbt, 595 

But Jry^^ ^wreic :e, aad feterer fight | 

TbcB nu»*d with tope, and fir*d with glory *! channt^ 

H'9 ^auog ^ttddrcn to aew fory itamif* 

O wa«T» ye Ljdmr / n the llmgth 70a botft f 

Year &rs<r ri<e«, nd aacSent virtue loft ! 50Q 

T\( b8t«ich 5eiope«» but yoar chief ii imn 

Atr^tspci a»M< t\« guarded ^t to gain : 

U)ltt aac icoo t j^ KodSe fieet (hall fall ; 

T^ fjfce ^"p-^w'rioi x:;ca coaquert all. 

T.» i J .1 r:b-he :aiir.M the Lukn crew, 505 
T^«T • •.. :, :b<T :ix:k«, aad lb' afTauIt renew j 
U-tnct'i :K* csbcdj'i Grrsix their fury dare, 
Aic. f *'^, •^FF^'*^ ^^ werght cf all the war ! 
N-f cv^-i :*:t« C'r^lr rrp^l ihc Lrcin powers. 
Nor :2c bv.ic -1 "fc-isfc* force the Cn.'OM low'rs. 5 1# 
As oc :r.? C,>cn3c» cf adjvHring grouadf, 
Twv A-bcci- f.vA;-f with Uows difpote their bounds; 

fta:l?, VsT^ 3\. :-£.* v*j\ J$ w>rdcrfi!iv proper; U has 
ore c^-TTtti-HK :^i: :* tVicm ta be Touod in If Inzer's 
ullcv.:'!:'*; i: cv:-rr?*povc5^ ;^ every point with ihe fubjeft 
i: W15 :r:-er:-evi to : Imn.-a:*. :he meafures cf the two 
i-^-.thSjur? rfprtfer: the fpeirs cf the coaibatarti : 
th^ corrres c»f :he 6e"d>, fVcw that thcr engaged hard 
to bind) -ird the wa!I wbich divides the armies, ^ifes 
us a !iTe!T :dea of the Iirge Itoeef zbzz were fixed to 
derermlco :hc bcuuds of adjoiDing £e:us. 

They 



B< X^U. HO.MRR's 1LIAX>' 393 

ITjcy tug, they fweat ;' but nefthef gain, noryield. 
One foot , one inch, of the contended field : 
Thus obftinotc tp death, they fight, they fall ; 515 
Nor thefe can keep, nor thofe can win the "WJl. 
Their manly .breafts are pierced with many a wound, 
Loud ftrokes are heard, and rattling arms refound. 
The copious (laughter covers all the (hore, 
And the high ramparts drop with human gore. 520 
As when two fcales are charg'd with doubtful loads. 
From fide to fide the trembling balance nods, 
(While fome laborious matron, juft and poor, ' 
With nice.exadnefs weighs her woolly ftore) 
Till poisM aloft, the refting beam fufpends f;^^ 
^EUuch equal weight ; nor this, nor that, defcends» 
So flood the war, till He&or^s matchlefs might. 
With fates prevailing, tura'd the fcale of fight. 
Fierce as a whirlwind up the walk he flies,* 
And fires his hod with loud repeated cries : 530 

Advance yt Trojant ! lend your tah'ant hands, 

V. 5*1. AiVihentnuo fcales^ hcl This comparifon is 
excellent on account of its juftnefs ; for ther^ is no- 
thing better reprefents an exa^l equality than a balance: 
but Homer was particularly exad^j in having neither 
defcribed a woman of 'wealth and condition, for fuch a 
one is never very exa<Jl, not valuing a fmall inequality; 
nor a (lave, for fuch a one is ever regirdltls of a 
mafier's^interefi: but he fpeaks of a |)oor woman^that 
gains her livelihood by her Ubour, who is at the fame 
time jufi and honeft •, for flie wril neither defraud others, 
n3r be defrauded herfelf. She therefore takes care 
that the fcales be cxadfly of the fame weight. 

It was^n antient tradition, (and is countenanced by 
the author of Homcr*^ life a fori bed to Herodotus) thtt 
the -Poet drew this comparifon from his own family s 
being himfelf the f^n of a w6man who maintained her- 
felf by her own induilry : .he therefore, to extol' her ho- 
neily, (a <jualification yery rare in poverty) ghfes her a 
place in his poem. Euftafhius* 

Haftc 
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T^CT licsr, T^e^ run, isc ^£aVj7^ ii his ca!!j 

Ssue xsun? s-^eSb inc iiesd t&e wa3: 

Artmmt Jc Jrorsa i -vacc sf z^it-'rlsg- fjcars 535 

Jlpucd'-^usizire baid ZIu?7r=ea7*d to ttroir, 
F3u:r.ii i:uvs. mi r:u|ra isd jrc'i belcv : 
Jfutrr-^ .1:-:::^ xci :a' CTrrrEcta ^crgfct ccdd raifc, 
;»idi xm ir '.; •; .: iic-4 ijg»r:'-35£ Ciju 540 

Ti:s ..:::t"- t .ir::, ic tris 1 i^z Sicca rs iir : 

Ta i:: vu.L- --wi. the iaboirr cf a Goi 
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I?, ! := . :c .]:i"7 r:ci; *. .i . .Li biis* gtTC way, 550 
'r*.w : .:• : -. ':::> "i . r-^:::: ".""c cri:k*.:zg dcor 
Lju: '>i ■^.'.''- '^^ :i "-i*s- :■'- -/"'-^ --"o'* ''^^^* 
Nj^ - ': J :. : . f ■". ji ^yrfsrriars, 
C-l--.":"- ■ i.? - ^ .: i J-- .'.d"xj? iwr L".:r.:r- fjcars : 
A i. t i - ^ . ~ VC-* "..!* ir"/:.: arxj'j: came, ^z^ 

li- ™ ■ '.^ - «^-'^. '--^-^15 -" '■ ;i courie, 

A t: i = ^ f *r. ; ■ -■-'■/ £ :■ V ?, 2.-: J f V.: : he r 1 ic c ; c ^c 

The G'/jv b-bc:j,:ri^; :r— Lie, s^d they fly; 
TLs (I.cre ii :.;ip**: w::-i d^i-.b, and tuauh rcr.J* 
the iky. 

tND OF TH£ SSCCN-D YCLUME. 
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